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Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. CRC is the “follow the money” 
nonprofit. Today’s subject is right in our area of operations.  

Some of the nonprofits I’m about to discuss have an honorable history of preserving the 
features and creatures Americans love. Examples include creation of the planet’s greatest 
national parks and rescuing the bald eagle from extinction. We need that conservation 
movement back. 

In 1966 the board of the Sierra Club voted 9-1 to support construction of California’s Diablo 
Canyon nuclear power station. 1

This was a no brainer. Nuclear power provides an unrivaled combination of energy safety, 
reliability, and abundance. It produces no greenhouse gas emissions and it’s easy on the 
Earth in other ways. The Department of Energy reports that a “typical” nuclear reactor 
needs a just a bit more than one square mile to operate, while getting the same energy from 
wind fills up 360 square miles of what we should call “the environment.” 2 

But now the Sierra Club is “unequivocally opposed” to nuclear and falsely claims it is 
“uniquely dangerous.” They are joined by hundreds of American NGOs with a known history 
of opposing the continued use of nuclear power, oil, natural gas and coal—88 percent of 
our energy consumption. In place of this, most if not all of them support unreliable, 
weather dependent, landscape-clogging wind turbines and solar panels. 3 4 

This anti-energy movement collectively rakes in an average of $9.3 million per day. 5  

Most of that anti-energy loot comes from deluded philanthropists or the bureaucrats 
spending the fortunes they left behind. But not all. In their most recent publicly available 
annual IRS filings, the Environmental Defense Fund, the World Resources Institute, GRID 
Alternatives, and the Rocky Mountain Institute reported receiving a combined total of $31.7 
million in government grants.6 



Maybe the avowed enemies of American energy should not receive any help from the 
taxpayers. If those grants aim to answer legitimate public needs, then send the money to 
more honorable conservationists.  

Then there are legal reimbursements, whether from government or other litigants. Last year 
this committee looked into potential abuses of the Equal Access to Justice Act. This one is 
trickier, because we need to protect the work of firms that represent plaintiffs who cannot 
afford representation, particularly those up against the limitless resources of the federal 
government. 7 

The Pacific Legal Foundation and the Institute for Justice are public-interest property-rights 
litigators that represent homeowners and landowners in cases involving alleged 
government overreach. Over the most recent five years covered by available IRS filings, 
Pacific Legal reported $2.7 million in litigation cost recoveries, equal to 1.7 percent of their 
total revenue. Over those five years IJ reported $7.2 million in legal cost recoveries, or 3.3 
percent of total revenue.8 

Compare this to some of the anti-energy litigants. 

Roughly comparable in total budget to IJ and PLF, the Center for Biological Diversity hit 
$23.4 million in legal recoveries over those five years, averaging 13.6 percent of their total 
annual revenue. A smaller NGO, Advocates for the West, reported a whopping 40.5 percent 
of average annual funding coming from their ostensibly free “legal representation and 
advice.” 9 

This does not prove anyone is shopping for cases that can get them paid. But these are 
public interest firms. Perhaps the public deserves some additional transparency about 
these settlement details.  

Back in 1966, when the Sierra Club was still a pro-energy nonprofit, philosopher Eric Hoffer 
wrote, “Every great cause begins as a movement, becomes a business, and eventually 
degenerates into a racket.”  

Have the climate NGOs already become businesses that profit from opposing the energy 
that has built and will continue to fuel American prosperity?  

A rich nation buys anything it desires. A poor nation accepts scraps. Energy abundance is 
the difference. We will lose eagles, national parks, and much else if we allow the anti-
energy NGOs to become a racket. Government needs to do its part to stop encouraging 
them.  We need those old pro-energy conservatists to return. 

Thank you again for the invitation. 
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