
The People of American Samoa Stand Against Deep-sea Mining 
 

April 28, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  

We, the undersigned community members of American Samoa, write to express our strong opposition to 
deep-sea mining proceeding in national and international waters. We are united in standing with former 
Governor, Lemanu P.S. Mauga, who has taken a clear and commendable position against deep-sea mining 
by placing a moratorium on all deep-sea mining activities in our territory (source).  

Last year, we came together to make it clear to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management that we oppose 
Impossible Metals’ unsolicited lease request to explore the seafloor for mineral extraction near our 
islands. Even though our community has already expressed clear opposition to the exploitation of our 
resources by Impossible Metals, the company has decided to make another lease request. Again, we 
oppose this attempt to exploit the natural resources of our islands, especially by a company who has clear 
disregard for our consent.  

Our opposition is rooted not only in our deep cultural and spiritual connection to the ocean—which is 
essential to our way of life and identity—but also in serious concerns regarding the national security, 
economic, and environmental implications of deep-sea mining. 

As Pacific Islanders and U.S. citizens, nationals, and permanent residents, we are deeply alarmed by the 
potential for deep-sea mining to create new geopolitical vulnerabilities. By issuing permits for the 
potential commercial recovery of seabed minerals in international waters, this could open the door to a 
race for control over ocean resources by foreign powers. These contracts could allow China—and 
potentially other actors—to extract not just minerals, but also critical maritime data that could be used for 
military or surveillance purposes. Deep-sea mining could provide economic and geostrategic footholds to 
actors whose long-term goals may not align with American values or interests. Weakening the 
commitment to the stewardship of international waters, or the territorial waters of the countries located 
closest to American Samoa, undermines our collective security. 

Deep sea ecosystems remain among the least studied and understood places on the planet and support 
vital ocean ecosystem elements such as fish stocks, coral reefs, and ecosystem functions. Not only do the 
environmental impacts of deep-sea mining threaten the health of these ecosystems and our fisheries, but 
opening up this frontier for commercial exploitation for minerals at a time of growing opposition from the 
international community against the industry [source] will undermine the ability for the U.S. to demand 
compliance from other states in areas like illegal fishing, which remains one the most significant threats to 
our economy, food security, and maritime sovereignty in American Samoa.  

American Samoan families depend on healthy fisheries. Our food security and our livelihoods depend on 
our ability to catch fish, especially tuna, in our territory’s waters. Research has shown that deep-sea 
mining could have serious impacts on commercially significant fisheries, such as tuna (source). Whether 
it is in our territory’s waters, federal waters, or international waters, the potential impacts of deep-sea 

https://www.americansamoa.gov/_files/ugd/4bfff9_d506713b44294367a572aab06f1fd5c2.pdf
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/solutions/no-deep-sea-mining/momentum-for-a-moratorium/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44183-023-00016-8


mining on fisheries, including tuna, puts the livelihoods, economies, and well-being of many at risk. This 
is why seafood businesses and associations, including the Global Tuna Alliance and the Sustainable 
Seafood Coalition, have already expressed their opposition to deep-sea mining (source).  

Introducing a destructive extractive industry such as deep-sea mining for  speculative and short-term 
economic gain, at best, endangers the long-term viability of American Samoa’s largest economic sectors, 
fisheries and tourism. The lives and livelihoods of American Samoans could be sacrificed for companies 
owned by foreign nationals who file taxes abroad.  

We are asking the U.S. Government to put the rights and interests of its own citizens, nationals, and 
permanent residents in American Samoa first. We do not consent to the commercialization of our 
seafloor, especially by companies that have neither engaged with our communities nor secured our 
free, prior, and informed consent.  

We urge federal agencies and all decision-makers to oppose the advancement of deep-sea mining, reject 
Impossible Metals' lease request, and respect the decisions of the Government of American Samoa and 
the will of our people. We respect and value our home as our ancestors did and hope to leave a better 
place for our future generations. Our future, our culture, and our economic resilience depend on the 
protection of our ocean—not its destruction. 

Signed by, 
 
Organizations (12) 
 

Coral Reef Advisory Group One Ocean, One People 

350 Pacific Queensland People of American Samoa 

Pacific Climate Warriors - Te Whanganui-a-Tara Pasefika Presence 

Folauga ole Tatau ma Iaga Aganuu Faasamoa CNMI Diaspora Community Fund 

LEO Club of SPA E Rea Consulting Limited 

Neil’s Ace Home Center DWMR 

 
Individuals (86) 

1.​ Patrick T. Reid 
2.​ Nilda Suficiencia 
3.​ Tilali Scanlan 
4.​ Tahillah-Julia Peau 
5.​ Anastasia Soti 
6.​ Meleine Salavea 
7.​ Casidhe Mahuka 
8.​ Valentini Taua 
9.​ Raijeli Toanivere  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZHkDax9vZR9OZxZixRD4YmEsX89xNUrv/view?usp=sharing


10.​ Vinzealhar Ainjo Nen  
11.​ Clayton Mahuka  
12.​ Drue Slatter 
13.​ Lyla Tapusoa 
14.​ Dr. Crystal Simanu 
15.​ Ruth Tauiliili-Mahuka  
16.​ Jessebeth Ropeti 
17.​ Mataio Suluai 
18.​ Tiara Fata 
19.​ Katlyn Culhane-Suluai  
20.​ Talofa Fe’a 
21.​ Hamina  
22.​ Ulu Afaese 
23.​ Tuifaasisina Tapenaga Reupena Polataivao-Fatialofa II 
24.​ Sowani Nasemira 
25.​ Reggie Meredith Fitiao 
26.​ Anonymous 
27.​ Gloria Tavita 
28.​ Sina 
29.​ J 
30.​ Samantha Anoa'i-Le'iato 
31.​ Sonya Papalii 
32.​ Tyson Aoelua 
33.​ Lulu B  
34.​ Ella Gurr 
35.​ Meaitiiti Erika Radewagen 
36.​ Letiunasema Nuusila 
37.​ Elizabeth Paras 
38.​ Ngaire Ho Ching  
39.​ Jhen Allison Seguiwan 
40.​ Anthony Perez 
41.​ Imanueli Davetawalu 
42.​ Joseph Langkilde 
43.​ Glysa Blanco 
44.​ Ellen Ropeti-Ng Lam 
45.​ Monalisa Tafoki 
46.​ Angel-Baby Ifopo Sopoaga 
47.​ MJ Matulino 
48.​ Vitorina  
49.​ Herbert Falemalama 
50.​ Eleni Fanene 
51.​ Kira Wade 
52.​ Anonymous 
53.​ Hyunghu 



54.​ Soapy Ifopō 
55.​ Angela Iopu-Leo 
56.​ Simeona Leo 
57.​ Dr. Mosana Evagelia 
58.​ Tafaimamao Tupuola 
59.​ Clayton  
60.​ FAAEA F AFO 
61.​ Beatrice  
62.​ Anonymous 
63.​ Pita  
64.​ Lata J. Patu 
65.​ Gabrielle Langkilde 
66.​ S. Withers 
67.​ Gregorie Towai  
68.​ Kathryn Tsui 
69.​ Natalie T. Brown 
70.​ Elena 
71.​ Mona Pauline Mangakāhia Bajwa 
72.​ Charles Letterman Atimalala 
73.​ Delia Ngata 
74.​ E.S  
75.​ Alamoana  
76.​ Juni 
77.​ Jason 
78.​ Julia Hope 
79.​ Anonymous 
80.​ Mary Harm 
81.​ Tulimalefoi Vaofanua 
82.​ Anonymous 
83.​ Anonymous 
84.​ Mekiraeanna Taumoepeau 
85.​ Sava’auli S Suluai 
86.​ Pemerika Mahuka 
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