
CLAY MAYES III | | Cherokee & Chickasaw

AWARDS

2023 Hall of Fame Inductee, North American Indigenous Athletics Hall of Fame
2016 Sooner Athletic Conference Coach of the Year
2016 NAIA Cross Country Coach of the Year for South Central Region

JOB EXPERIENCE

Collegiate Cross Country Coach, Haskell Indian Nations University JUNE 2021 – APRIL 2022
40 hrs/week, $50,000 + $3,000 expenses

Director of Cross Country & Track, University of Antelope Valley NOV 2018 – NOV 2020
40 hrs/week, $47,500

Director of Cross Country & Track, Director of Native American Recruitment
Bacone College APRIL 2014 – APRIL 2018

40 hrs/week, $37,500
Office of Hammer Center, Oral Robert University FEB 2012 – APRIL 2014

40 hrs/week, $25,000
Assistant Coach, Broken Arrow High School MAY 2011 – MAY 2012

40 hrs/week, paid via stipend

EDUCATION

Master of Human Relations (incomplete): University of Oklahoma
● 2011 – 2012: Completed 22 credits towards Master of Human Relations:

B.A. in Psychology: University of Oklahoma & Oklahoma State University
● 2006 – 2011

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

● Built Bacone College and University of Antelope Valley programs from 0 to ~40
student-athletes within 18 months; 17 Tribes represented over 90% of both teams

● 2019: 10th Team Finish at NAIA Cross Country Nationals in 2019
● 2017: National Champion in NAIA Mile Indoor Track Nationals
● 2017: National Champion in NAIA 5,000m Outdoor Track Nationals
● 2017: National Champion in NAIA 10,000m Outdoor Track Nationals
● 2017: 24th Team Finish at NAIA Indoor Track Nationals
● 2017: 13th Team Finish at NAIA Outdoor Track Nationals
● 2016 - 2017: 16th Team Finish at NAIA Cross Country Nationals
● 2016: Sooner Athletic Conference Team Champions
● 2016: National Champion in NAIA Mile Indoor Track Nationals
● 2016: National Champion in NAIA Cross Country Nationals
● 2016: National Runner-Up in NAIA Distance Medley Relay Indoor Track Nationals
● 2016: 15th Team Finish at NAIA Indoor Track Nationals



● 2016: 27th Team Finish at NAIA Outdoor Track Nationals Nationals
● 2015 - 2017: Race Director of six cross country meets
● 2015: 15th Team Finish at NAIA Cross Country Nationals

JOB DUTIES AT HASKELL INDIAN NATIONS UNIVERSITY

● Holistic Mentorship: Led and mentored student-athletes to foster their development
● Planning: Planned and executed training unique programs and schedules for 17

student-athletes
● Leadership: Coordinated and directed the annual Haskell cross country race with over

300 participants
● Recruitment: Identified and recruited potential student-athletes through

relationship-building
● Team Management: Managed all aspects of team operations, including practice

schedules and travel arrangements
● Academic Support: Monitored and supported student-athletes’ academic progress
● Financial Aid Guidance: Helped students navigate financial aid options, including FAFSA

and scholarships
● Community Engagement: Engaged with the local community, alumni, and fans to build

program support
● Compliance: Ensured compliance with all NAIA and federal rules and regulation
● Budget Management: Managed the team’s budget and spending
● Resource Referral: Directed students to campus and external resources and services, such

as tutoring centers, counseling services, and career fairs.

JOB DUTIES AT UNIVERSITY OF ANTELOPE VALLEY

● Recruitment of student-athletes with a primary focus on Native Americans
● Fundraising and organizing events to average $1,000 per student-athlete to allow for a

more versatile budget for athletics
● Managing program budgets including scholarships, gear, travels, and competitions
● Organizing, navigating, and utilizing distinct financial resources including Federal Pell

Grants, Tribal Scholarships for 11 different Tribes, and various supplemental scholarships for
Native college students

● Communicating regularly with the students, their professors, and parents allowing for an
81% retention rate, which is 130% higher than the national average

● Creating a productive and healthy environment to support the success of our
student-athletes

JOB DUTIES AT BACONE COLLEGE

● Recruitment of student-athletes with a primary focus on Native Americans
● Fundraising and organizing events to average $1,000 per student-athlete to allow for a

more versatile budget for athletics

2



● Managing program budgets including scholarships, gear, travels, and competitions
● Organizing, navigating, and utilizing distinct financial resources including Federal Pell

Grants, Tribal scholarships for 11 different Tribes, and various supplemental scholarships for
Native college students

● Communicating regularly with the students, their professors, and parents allowing for an
81% retention rate, which is 130% higher than the national average

● Creating a productive and healthy environment to support the success of our
student-athletes

REFERENCES

Gary Tanner _____________________________________________________________ 785.393.2286

● Former supervisor, HINU

Billy Mills ________________________________________________________________ 916.719.1126

● 1964 Olympic gold medalist in the 10,000m
● Haskell Alumni

Julia Goodfox ___________________________________________________________ 785.766.6526

● Office of President: Special Projects, Haskell Indian Nations University

Dr. Dan Wildcat __________________________________________________________ 785.865.8428

● Professor, Haskell Indian Nations University

David Walkingstick _________________________________________ 918.207.8456, 918.822.4681

● Former Director of Education, Cherokee Nation
● Tribal Councilman, Cherokee Nation

Jerry Tuckwin ___________________________________________________________ 785.550.5559

● Former Athletic Director and Cross Country & Track Coach, Haskell University
● Adjunct Faculty Business Department, Haskell University

Frank Willis ______________________________________________________________ 405.922.6644

● Former President, Bacone College

Dustin Martin ____________________________________________________________ 505.977.5057

● Director, Wings of America
● Head Cross Country & Track Coach, Zuni High School

James Nells ______________________________________________________________ 918.841.1092

● Former educator and coach, Sequoyah High School in Tahlequah, OK
● Former runner for Haskell University
● Educator and coach, Riverside High School in Anadarko, OK (BIA boarding school)

Michael Daney ___________________________________________________________ 505.710.3323

● Former Cross Country and Track Coach, Haskell University and SIPI
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● Instructor of Health and Physical Education, Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute

Edison Eskeets _____________________________________________________________ 505.718.0231

● Haskell Alumni and Student Athlete

Adam Strom ______________________________________________________________ 509.961.8447

● Haskell Women’s Basketball Coach

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

● Wings of America Coach for USA Cross Country Championship - 2016
● EMT Certified - 2014
● Volunteer coached over 80 high school student-athletes, resulting in 7 State records, 14

State titles, and 2 Footlocker Finalists; 90% successfully transitioned to college - 2009-2014
● Private Coaching

Belle Wallace 
- 6A XC State runner-up in 2013
- 2-time 6A time State champ for 800m &1600m
- Ran for University of Oklahoma

Kyle Broaddrick 
- 6A 3200m State champ in 2012
- Ran for Oklahoma Christian College
- Cherokee Nation citizen

Ean Beyer 
- 6A XC State 2015 champion
- Ran for University of Oklahoma

Ben Barrett 
- State record holder in the 1600m (4.09)
- State record holder in the 5000m (14.51)
- 7-time 6A State champ in XC and Track 1600m
& 3200m
- Ran at North Carolina State University

Arya Bahreini 
- 6A State XC 2010 champion
- 3-time NAIA National Marathon
Champion
- Ran for Oklahoma City University

Colton Green 
- 6-time 3A State champ for XC in 2013
and 2014 and Track in 2014 and 2015
- Ran for Roger State University

Omega Reese 
- 11-time 2A State champ in Track
- Ran at Oral Roberts University.

Zach Black
- Broke Ben Barrett’s State record in the
1600m & ran 4.09 in the 1600m
- Ran for Iowa State University

RUNNING ACCOMPLISHMENTS

● Ran on the USA XC Championship Wings of America Team in 2006
● Oklahoma State High School Champion in the Track State Champ’s in the 3200m in 2006.
● All Conference for the 10,000m at the 2009 Big 12 Outdoor Track Championship
● Scoring member on multiple NCAA Cross Championships D1 Team Finishes for Oklahoma

State University and University of Oklahoma for 2008, 2009, and 2010 with team finishes of
10th, 12th, and 7th team finishes
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● 14.16 5000m Personal Best Time, 24.17 8k xc, 30.05 Road 10k, winning over 100 road races
in Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, and Kansas

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
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To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to highly recommend Mr. Clay Mayes for the Men’s and Women’s Cross Country and
Track and Field coaching vacancy at Haskell Indian Nations University.

Mr. Mayes has proven to be a very successful mentor and coach with Native athletes particularly
with running programs at the collegiate level. Clay was a successful runner in NCAA Division I
(University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University) programs thus he will be a very qualified
individual to lead Haskell’s running programs.

Mr. Mayes is married, the father of two young children, and is a total gentleman, “both on and
off the field” of athletics.

I highly recommend Mr. Mayes to lead and bring Haskell to the highest level of competition in
collegiate athletics. If I can be of further, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Gerald Tuckwin

785-550-5559

Jtuckwin@gmail.com

Haskell Indian Nations University

(Former Coach and Director of Athletics)
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My name is, Michael Daney, Haskell Indian Junior College class of 1976. I am also a former

employee of Haskell from 1980 – 1987, working in the student services and athletic department as

assistant and head cross-country and track coach helping Haskell win four National Marathon titles.

I’ve continued my service to Indian country as an employee at, Southwestern Indian Polytechnic

Institute, working in student services and as an instructor of Health and Physical Education since

1990. Additional duties included being the head cross-country, track, and marathon coach for

thirteen years, winning 10 National titles. I’ve stayed connected and invested to Indian

running/runners for over fifty years as well staying connected to U.S. national and international

running serving on the New Mexico USATF Board of directors as the long-distance chair for the

past 13 years.

I’ve provided you with my background so that you will be informed that making a recommendation

for a position at my alma mater, and in the sport that I’ve deeply supported and have committed

over fifty years of life to, will be made after a serious evaluation of the individual I support.

I am submitting this letter of recommendation for, Mr. Clay Mayes, for the position of Head Cross

Country and Track coach at Haskell Indian Nations University. Mr. Mayes has a proven record of

his ability to perform the duties of the position on the NAIA Collegiate level.

Mr. Mayes has had success at the high school, collegiate, and post collegiate level in producing

national ranked teams and individuals. My success in coaching Indian athletes came from more

than just being able to produce quality workout plans, it was also about understanding who each

individual is as a person and where they come from. I see this same quality in Coach Mayes.

I believe his background in Psychology has allowed him to be a great communicator to his athletes

and helps him be able to understand the multiple historical issues the Indian population has faced,

and still face today.
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In all honesty, I can think of several individuals whom I could recommend for this position.

However, I am submitting my recommendation for, Mr. Clay Mayes, as I feel he is the best fit for

the position at Haskell. If I were in a position that was in search of a head cross-country and track

coach, Clay Mayes, would be my first contact.

Feel free to contact me if you need further information.

Sincerely,

Michael Daney

(505)710-3323
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CERTIFICATIONS
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PHOTOS OF FORMER AND CURRENT ATHLETES
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FEATURED ARTICLES
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