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Chairman Hageman, Ranking Member Van Hoyle, and Members of the Subcommittee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the critical role the Lewis & Clark
Regional Water System (Lewis & Clark) plays in delivering safe, reliable drinking water to
communities across southeast South Dakota, northwest lowa and southwest Minnesota. Lewis
& Clark is a federally authorized, locally governed, tristate water system that demonstrates
how federal, state and local partnerships can solve complex infrastructure challenges in a

cost-effective and sustainable manner.

And thank you to Congressman Dusty Johnson and the entire delegation of members that
represent us, including Representatives Feenstra of lowa, Fischbach of Minnesota, and Finstad
of Minnesota. We are grateful for their leadership in sponsoring the legislation we are

discussing today.

Like our namesake explorers, Lewis & Clark is a trailblazer. It’s the first of its kind water project
involving the partnership of the federal government, three states and 20 local entities. We are
a wholesale provider of water to our 20 member cities and rural water systems, and will
benefit an estimated 350,000 people in the tristate region.

Lewis & Clark was incorporated in 1990 in response to recognition by local leaders that they
could not meet the future drinking water demands of a rapidly developing tristate region on
their own. Congress authorized the project in 2000, assigning construction oversight to the
Bureau of Reclamation—a critical partnership because Reclamation does not otherwise

operate in lowa or Minnesota.

Over more than two decades, Reclamation engineers and staff have provided essential
expertise in system design, construction oversight, environmental compliance, and cost
control. Their involvement has ensured the project is built efficiently, responsibly, and in
compliance with all federal and state requirements. It is important to note federal investment
is limited to construction under the Reclamation’s Rural Water Program. Lewis & Clark covers



100 percent of its operations and maintenance expenses through water rates, so it is
completely self-sustaining.

Lewis & Clark began operating in 2012 when the first 11 members were connected. The last
member was finally connected in 2024, but construction of the authorized system will not be
completed until 2028 — a full 28 years after the project was authorized.

Reliable access to high-quality water is foundational to economic development and quality of
life, particularly in rural areas. Water from Lewis & Clark that our members put to beneficial
use supports existing manufacturers, food processors, healthcare facilities, and agricultural
businesses while enabling future economic growth that simply would not be possible without
a dependable water supply.

While Lewis & Clark was designed to meet near-term demand, population and economic
growth make it clear that additional capacity will be needed in the coming decades. Water
infrastructure requires long planning horizons, as Lewis & Clark has demonstrated. To ensure
our communities can support new housing, attract employers, and remain competitive in the
future, we are already planning for the members’ water needs for the next 40 years, which is
the time horizon required by Reclamation.

To that end, Lewis & Clark is seeking congressional support to authorize Reclamation to
participate in a feasibility study that will examine projected growth, future demand, and
infrastructure options to ensure the region can continue to thrive, while maintaining
responsible stewardship of federal, state and local investments.

In conclusion, Lewis & Clark reflects Congress’ vision that strategic, collaborative infrastructure
investments can deliver lasting value. The project provides safe drinking water, supports
economic growth, strengthens regional resilience, and does so through a model that
maximizes efficiency and local responsibility.

As Lewis & Clark approaches completion of its authorized system, continued federal
partnership is essential to ensure the region is prepared for the water demands of the future.
Proactive planning today will help avoid far greater costs tomorrow, and ensure communities
across three states remain strong and vibrant.

Thank you.



Bureau of Reclamation - Federal Funding

Lewis and Clark Regional Water System

4/24/2026

Actual Amount

Amount ARRA Reprogrammed  Actual Amount  Reclamation Interest Against Federal
Fiscal Year Administration House Senate Approved Funds Funds Received Costs Earnings Funding Ceiling
FY2001 $ 1,600,000 $ 1,400,000 $ 108,472 $ 143 $ 1,508,615
FY2002 $ 2,000,000 $ 1,681,000 $ 142178 $ 9,910 $ 1,833,088
FY2003 $ 2,000,000 $ 7,000,000 $ 7,000,000 $ 7,000,000 $ 5672000 $ 123,702 $ 9885 § 5,805,587
FY2004 $ - $ - $ 20,000,000 $ 17,000,000 $ 15,083,000 $ 184,992 § 16,918 § 15,284,910
FY2005 $ 17,500,000 $ 17,500,000 § 20,000,000 $ 18,750,000 $ 11,947,000 $ 192,515 § 153,842 § 12,293,357
FY2006 $ 15,000,000 $ 15,000,000 $ 20,000,000 $ 17,500,000 $ 17,080,000 $ 249,763 $ 248,189 $ 17,587,952
FY2007 $ 21,000,000 $ 22,000,000 $ 23,500,000 $ 21,000,000 $ 20,706,000 $ 294453 $ 87,380 $ 21,087,843
FY2008 $ 15,000,000 $ 22,300,000 $ 28,000,000 $ 26,568,000 $ 26,250,000 $ 277,730 $ 113,202 $ 26,640,932
FY2009 $ - $ 25,000,000 $ 30,000,000 $ 27,000,000 $ 56,500,000 $ 82940925 $ 317,148 % 36,647 $ 83,294,720
FY2010 $ 2000000 $ 6,000,000 $ 16,000,000 $ 10,000,000 $ 3,000000 $ 1,500,000 $ 14,198,000 $ 364,019 $ - $ 14,562,019
FY2011 $ 2,000,000 $ 5,000,000 $ 10,000,000 $ 1,996,000 $ -8 306,000 $ 2,041,000 $ 315,033 § - % 2,356,033
FY2012 $ 493,000 $ - $ - $ 5,487,000 $ - $ - $ 5346000 $ 244373 $ - $ 5,590,373
FY2013 $ 4,500,000 $ - $ - $ 4,500,000 $ - 8 - $ 4119000 $ 174710 $ - % 4,293,710
FY2014 $ 3,200,000 $ - % - $ 8,350,000 $ - $ - $ 8,150,000 $ 200,952 §$ - $ 8,350,952
FY2015 $ 2432000 § - $ - $ 9,000,000 $ - § - $ 8,775,000 $ 204,988 $ - 3 8,979,988
FY2016 $ 2774000 $ - % = $ 9,540,000 $ - 8 - $ 9332000 % 165835 § - % 9,497,835
FY2017 $ 2,775000 $ - § C $ 9,150,000 $ - 5 - $ 9035000 $ 173291 § - 3 9,208,291
FY2018 $ 3,650,000 $ - % - $ 14,875,000 $ - $ 518,333 $ 15255840 $ 158,167 $ - $ 15,414,007
FY2019 $ 100,000 $ - $ - $ 15,000,000 $ - % 375942 $ 15275942 $ 115,269 $ - 9 15,391,211
FY2020 $ 100,000 § - $ - $ 18,000,000 $ - % - § 17,800,000 $ 128,161 § - $ 17,928,161
FY2021 $ 100,000 $ - % - $ 17,500,000 $ - $ - § 17419730 $ 80,270 § - % 17,500,000
FY2022 $ 9,220,000 $ - § - $ 21,914,000 $ - % - $ 21,817,000 $ 97,000 $ - 3 21,914,000
BIL FY22 $ 75,500,000 $ - $ = $ 75,500,000 $ - $ - $ 75,500,000 $ - 8 - § 75,500,000
FY2023 $ 6,601,000 $ - $ 12,000,000 $ 18,600,000 3 - - $ 18,150,000 $ 450,000 $ - 3 18,600,000
BIL FY23 $ 60,000,000 $ - $ - $ 60,000,000 $ - % - % 60,000,000 $ - % - $ 60,000,000
BIL FY24 $ 7,000,000 $ - $ - $ 7,000,000 $ - % - $ 7,000,000 $ - $ - $ 7,000,000
FY2024 $ 6825000 $ - $ 18,000,000 $ 24,825,000 $ - % - $ 24500543 $ 324457 $ - 8 24,825,000
BIL FY24 $ 10,000,000 $ - $ - $ 10,000,000 $ - $ - $ 10,000,000 $ - $ -8 10,000,000
FY2024 $ 1,000,000 $ - % o $ 1,000,000 $ - % - $ 1,000,000 $ - % - % 1,000,000
BIL FY25 $ 13,170,000 $ - $ ) $ 13,170,000 $ - § - $ 13,175000 $ - 8 - $ 13,175,000
FY2025 $ 6825000 $ - $ = $ 6,825,000 $ - $ - $ 6825000 $ 99,666 § - 9 6,924,666
FY2025 $ 1,000,000 $ - $ = $ 1,000,000 $ - $ - $ 1,000,000 $ - $ - $ 1,000,000
Totals $ 291,765,000 $ 119,800,000 $ 204,500,000 $ 501,650,000 $ 59,500,000 $ 2,700,275 $ 548,484,980 $ 5,187,144 $ 676,126 $ 554,348,250 ***

\

* The Senate recommendation was $20 million, although a bill wasn't passed.

** $4.483 million was later reprogrammed to Mid-Dakota RWS.

| $ 553,672,124 |

*** Underfinancing and rescission, which sometimes is subtracted from the amount Congress approves, does not count against the federal funding ceiling.



