
July	21,	2025	

	
The	Honorable	Bruce	Westerman	
Chair	
House	Natural	Resources	Committee	
1324	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	D.C.	20515	
	

The	Honorable	Jared	Huffman	
Ranking	Member	
House	Natural	Resources	Committee	
1332	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	D.C.	20515

	
Dear	Chairman	Westerman,	Ranking	Member	Huffman,	
	
As	Alaskans	who	care	deeply	about	the	health	of	our	marine	ecosystems	and	the	wildlife	
that	defines	our	coastal	identity,	we	write	to	express	our	strong	opposition	to	the	
amendments	to	the	Marine	Mammal	Protection	Act	(MMPA)	proposed	by	Representative	
Begich.	This	bill	would	fundamentally	dismantle	the	MMPA,	shifting	the	focus	of	the	law	
from	conserving	marine	mammals	as	a	national	priority	to	enabling	maximum	extractive	
activities	in	our	oceans	at	their	expense.	The	harmful	consequences	for	Alaska’s	marine	life,	
Alaskan	communities,	and	coastal	economies	would	be	profound	and	potentially	
irreversible.	
	
Our	marine	mammals	are	already	struggling	
	
From	shrinking	sea	ice	to	louder	oceans,	and	shifting	fish	stocks	to	increased	water	
pollution,	Alaska’s	marine	mammals	are	facing	more	threats	than	ever	before.	Instead	of	
helping	them	thrive,	this	bill	lowers	the	bar	for	what	counts	as	adequate	protection,	only	
requiring	that	the	federal	government	maintain	the	bare	minimum	population	levels	
needed	for	marine	species	to	survive.	That’s	not	what	multi-generational	stewardship	looks	
like,	and	it’s	not	the	way	Alaskans	want	to	care	for	marine	mammals	that	call	our	waters	
home.	
	
It	puts	industry	ahead	of	our	communities	
	
The	bill	gives	more	power	to	extractive	industries	and	less	to	the	people,	Native	co-
managers,	Tribes,	small	businesses,	conservation	organizations,	and	agencies	trying	to	
protect	what’s	left.	For	example,	if	the	government	can’t	meet	new,	shorter	permitting	
deadlines,	it	automatically	approves	harmful	projects	without	any	meaningful	review,	local	
engagement,	or	Tribal	consultation.	With	the	potential	for	significant	cuts	to	NOAA’s	budget	
and	the	agency	woefully	understaffed,	it	is	likely	that	these	deadlines	will	commonly	be	
missed,	and	many	permitting	approvals	will	become	de-facto	automatic.	
	
Alaska	Native	and	coastal	communities	will	pay	the	price	
	
Marine	mammals	are	central	to	the	food	security,	culture,	and	identity	of	Alaska	Native	
communities.	The	MMPA	supports	sustainable	Alaska	Native	subsistence	harvest	by	helping	



to	ensure	harmful	industrial	activities	do	not	drastically	reduce	marine	mammal	
populations	such	that	subsistence	harvest	would	be	restricted	or	shut	down.	These	
protections	that	help	keep	marine	mammal	populations	healthy	for	subsistence	harvest	
would	be	gutted	by	the	proposed	amendments.	
	
Marine	mammals	are	also	a	foundation	of	our	coastal	economies,	drawing	visitors	from	
around	the	world	to	see	whales,	otters,	polar	bears,	walruses,	and	seals	in	the	wild.	If	these	
species	disappear,	so	do	the	jobs,	traditions,	and	futures	intricately	woven	with	them.	
	
Alaska’s	marine	mammals	are	essential	to	our	environment,	economy,	and	cultural	heritage.	
Weakening	their	protections	in	favor	of	profit,	pollution,	and	plunder	of	our	oceans	is	both	
short-sighted	and	dangerous.	We	respectfully	urge	you	to	oppose	the	Begich	draft	bill	and	
any	legislation	that	undermines	the	foundational	conservation	principles	of	the	Marine	
Mammal	Protection	Act.	Now	more	than	ever,	strong	protections	are	needed	to	ensure	these	
species	can	survive	and	recover	in	our	rapidly	changing	marine	ecosystem.	
	
Sincerely,

Dr.	Lauren	Eckert	
Board	President,	Conservation	Scientist	
Alaska	Whale	Foundation	
Petersburg/Baranof	Warm	Springs,	AK	
	
Maddie	Halloran	
State	Director	
Alaska	Wilderness	League	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
Nicole	Schmitt	
Executive	Director	
Alaska	Wildlife	Alliance	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
Dr.	Kathy	Burek	Huntington	
Owner/Veterinary	Pathologist	
Alaska	Veterinary	Pathology	Services	
Eagle	River,	AK	
	
Natalie	Rouse	
Necropsy	Biologist	
Alaska	Veterinary	Pathology	Services	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
	

Anna-Maria	Mueller	
Senior	Scientist,	Owner	
Aquacoustics	LLC	
Soldotna,	AK	
	
Dr.	Ann	Harding	
Chief	Scientist,	Owner	
Auk	Ecological	Consulting	
Cordova,	AK	
	
Cooper	Freeman	
Alaska	Director	
Center	for	Biological	Diversity	
Homer,	AK	
	
Satchel	Pondolfino	
Clean	Water	Lead	
Cook	Inletkeeper	
Homer,	AK	
	
Nicole	Whittington-Evans	
Senior	Director,	Alaska	Program	
Defenders	of	Wildlife,	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
	



Carole	Holley	
Managing	Attorney,	Alaska	
Earthjustice	
Anchorage	&	Juneau,	AK	
	
Kathleen	O’Reilly-Doyle	&	Loren	Karro	
Co-Leaders	
AK	Soles,	Great	Old	Broads	for	Wilderness	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
Amanda	Brenner	
Deputy	Director		
Native	Movement	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
Craig	O.	Matkin	
Executive	Director	
North	Gulf	Oceanic	Society	
Homer,	AK	
	
Sean	McDermott	
Arctic	Program	Coordinator	
Northern	Alaska	Environmental	Center	
Fairbanks,	AK	
	
Rick	Steiner	
Director	
Oasis	Earth	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
Susan	Murray	
Deputy	Vice	President,	US	Pacific	
Oceana	
Juneau,	AK	
	
Gloria	Simeon	
Member	
Orutsararmiut	Traditional	Native	Council	
Bethel,	AK	
	
Bernd	Würsig	
Distinguished	Professor	
Texas	A&M	University	
Anchorage,	AK	

Kyla	Kosednar	
Advocacy	Director	
The	Alaska	Center	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
Rick	Fleischman	
USGC	Master	
The	Alaska	Sailing	Company	LLC	
Sitka,	AK	
	
Vicki	Clark	
Executive	Director	
Trustees	for	Alaska	
Anchorage,	AK	
	
Debbie	Tobin	
Professor	of	Biology	
University	of	Alaska	Anchorage	
Homer,	AK	
	
Link	Olson	
Curator	of	Mammals	
University	of	Alaska	Museum	of	the	North	
Fairbanks,	AK	
	
Maya	Juman	
Research	Technician	
University	of	Alaska	Museum	of	the	North	
Fairbanks,	AK	
	
Carolyn	A.	Bergstrom	
Professor	of	Marine	Biology	
University	of	Alaska	Southeast	
Juneau,	AK	
	
Dr.	Heidi	Pearson	
Professor	of	Marine	Biology	
University	of	Alaska	Southeast	
Juneau,	AK	
	
Deilah	Johnson	
Tribal	Resources	Director	
Village	of	Solomon	
Nome,	AK	


