Governor Jared Polis
State of Colorado

200 E. Colfax Ave
Denver, Colorado 80203

Director Dan Gibbs

Colorado Department of Natural Resources
1313 Sherman St., #718

Denver, Colorado 80203

09-Sep-2020
Dear Governor Polis and Director Gibbs:

On behalf of our members from Colorado and across the nation, the undersigned conservation

organizations endorse the reintroduction of gray wolves to western Colorado. Reintroducing wolves would
go far to restore the natural balance to Colorado’s Rocky Mountains for generations to come. It would also
complete the return of wolves across the entire Rocky Mountain chain from Alaska to the U.S. Southwest,

a wildlife restoration success of global significance.

Gray wolves inhabited the southern Rocky Mountains of Colorado for thousands of years until 1945, when
the last one was killed in southwestern Colorado. Wolves evolved alongside their prey such as deer and elk.
Their absence has altered both prey and landscapes. Bringing wolves back will help restore this predator-
prey balance, helping keep both the prey and the landscapes they graze healthier.

Wolf reintroduction to Yellowstone National Park and the northern Rockies in 1995-96 resulted in
documented benefits to the fish, wildlife, and plant communities of the region, including growth of
streamside vegetation that has benefited fish, amphibians, beaver, and songbirds. Moreover, scavenging
animals such as bears, eagles, and wolverines have benefitted from the leftovers of wolf kills.

Today, roughly 1,800 wolves live in the northern Rockies region of Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming,
alongside robust populations of deer, elk, livestock, and of course people, including wolf-watching visitors
from all over the world. But those benefits have not accrued to Colorado because the very few wolves that
have migrated south from the northern Rockies have not been numerous enough to establish a population.
Colorado requires wolf reintroduction for a viable population to reoccupy the vast, highly suitable public
wildlands of the western half of the state.

Just as occurred in the northern Rocky Mountains, reintroducing wolves to western Colorado would restore
the natural balance to the southern Rocky Mountains. Reintroduction would also provide an inspiring
example of Coloradans correcting a mistake of the past - the extermination of wolves - through science-

based restoration.

We strongly support the reintroduction of wolves to the public lands of western Colorado. Returning the
missing howl of the wolf to the Colorado wild would greatly enhance the natural beauty and ecological
health of Colorado’s Rocky Mountains.

Respectfully yours,

[Signatories listed on Page 2]
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