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EDUCATION: Oklahoma State University 

   M.S., Wildlife Ecology, 1980 

   Thesis: The Ecology and behavior of blue jays in Oklahoma pecan orchards 

 

   University of Maine 

   B.S. with highest distinction, Wildlife Management, 1978 

 

EMPLOYMENT: Northeast Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies, Inc. 

   Executive Secretary (2015-present) 

 

   Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies  

   Legal Strategies Program contractor (2016-present) 

 

   New York State Division of Fish and Wildlife 

   (1981-2015) 

 

   Most recent position: Chief Wildlife Biologist 

      Albany, NY 

 

SIGNIFICANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

(with selected annotations) 

 

1985-1989 Project leader, status and management of common terns (Niagara River, Buffalo 

Harbor) 

 

1988-1990 Co-chair, New York Joint Venture (Great Lakes), North American Waterfowl 

Management Plan 

 

1989  Team leader to develop agency response protocol for raccoon rabies epidemic 

 

1989-present Member and Secretary, U.S. Technical Advisory Group on Humane Trapping 

Represented state wildlife agency interests during development of 

international humane trapping standards. 

 



1989-2000 Member of U.S. delegation to ISO TC-191 (International Organization for 

Standardization technical committee on humane trapping standards) 

Represented U.S. interests to the international body developing humane 

trapping standards. 

 

1989-1990 Vice-President, New York Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

1993-1995 Chair, Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources Centennial Committee 

A statewide agency celebration of 100 years of conservation leadership. 

 

May 1994 Addressed the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus on the effects of the European 

Union’s (EU) wild fur regulation 

 

1996-1997 Co-negotiator for the U.S. Trade Representative’s Office on the EU wild fur 

regulation. (Assigned to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service via the Intergovernmental 

Personnel Act.) 

I was one of two state agency representatives on the U.S. delegation serving 

the Clinton Administration negotiating with the EU on implementation of the 

EU wild fur regulation. We successfully concluded an “Agreed Minute” 

which allowed the wild fur trade to continue without interruption.  

 

1995-1998 Chair, Facilities Committee, The Wildlife Society national conference, Buffalo 

(1998) 

 

July 2000 Referee, special issue of the Wildlife Society Bulletin on hunting and trapping 

 

2002-2004 State agency liaison (team member) to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 

development of National Wildlife Refuge System policies (Intergovernmental 

Personnel Act) 

I served with four other state agency representatives to represent state interests 

on a federal/state team to draft new policies on public use of national wildlife 

refuges, required under the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement 

Act of 1997. 

 

2004-2010 Chair, interagency work group on implementation of CITES (furbearer) tagging 

requirements 

I led a team of four state agency representatives working with the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service to revise policies on the tagging of furbearers (primarily 

bobcat and river otter) pursuant to the Convention on the International Trade 

of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

   

1992-2010 Member and Chair (2000-2010), U.S. Furbearer Management (formerly, Furbearer 

Resources) Technical Work Group (Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies). See 

http://www.furbearermgmt.org/. The major accomplishments of this group include: 



Development of Best Management Practices for animal traps in the United 

States, including implementation of the most comprehensive research program 

on traps ever undertaken anywhere in the World. 

Development of a national trapper education curriculum. 

Development of agency training and outreach products for professional 

development in furbearer conservation and trapper education. 

Coordinated state agency input during the negotiations with the EU. 

Head of U.S. Delegation: Joint Management Committee; Moscow, Russia; 

October 2009. 

 

2010-present Chair, Sustainable Use of Wildlife Committee, Association of Fish and Wildlife  

  Agencies. 

   

2000-2003 Vice-chair, International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Fur Resources 

Task Force. 

 

2004-2005 Referee, Techniques for Wildlife Investigations and Management, 6th Edition, 

Chapter 10, “Capture and handling wild animals,” The Wildlife Society, Inc. 

 

2006-2012 Member, The Wildlife Society Certification Review Board. (Chair: 2011-2012). 

 

2006-2007 Fellow and graduate, National Conservation Leadership Institute (inaugural class)  

  (see www.conservationleadership.org) 

 

2009  Aldo Leopold Award Selection Committee 

 

2012-2013 Program Chair, 2013 Northeast Fish and Wildlife Conference, Saratoga Springs, NY 

 

2016-2019 The Wildlife Professional Editorial Advisory Board. (Chair: 2017-2019). 

 

2019-present Vice President, The Wildlife Society 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION: 

 

1995  Outstanding Professional Award, New York Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

 

1998  Commended by the Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for role in negotiations 

with the European Union and their Wild Fur Regulation 

 

2004  Professional of the Year, New York State Conservation Council, Inc. 

 

2006  Group Achievement Award, The Wildlife Society 

 



2006  Ernest Thompson Seton Award, Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

 

2007  Award of Excellence, Arizona Game and Fish Commission (for work to improve 

public use policies on federal wildlife refuges) 

 

2007  Elected Fellow, The Wildlife Society 

 

2008  William T. Hesselton Memorial Award, Northeast Wildlife Administrators 

Association 

 

2009  The Wildlife Publications Award Committee of The Wildlife Society selected the 

book Wildlife and Society: The Science of Human Dimensions as the 2009 recipient 

of the Wildlife Publication Award -Outstanding Edited Book Category. (See 

publications, Organ and Batcheller 2009.) 

 

2011  Award of Professional Excellence, University of Maine Wildlife Ecology Program 

 

  Honored for 30 years of professional accomplishments, Department of Environmental 

Conservation Region 8-North Instructors Association 

 

2014  Recipient of the Templeton Award (New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation’s Furbearer Management Team) 

 

2015  George Bird Grinnell Memorial Award for Distinguished Service to Natural Resource 

Conservation (Wildlife Management Institute) 

 

2015  John Pearce Memorial Award (Northeast Section of The Wildlife Society) 

 

2015  Inducted, New York State Outdoorsmen Hall of Fame 

 

PUBLICATIONS:  

 

Batcheller, G. R. 1992. Raccoons and rabies. Wildlife Conservation, July/August 1992. p. 14. 

 

______. 2001. Fisher in New York–Another wildlife success story. New York State Conservationist. 

February 2001, p. 2-5. 

 

______. 2006. The back page: fine spring morning. New York State Conservationist. April 2006, p. 

32. 

 

______. 2008. The public trust doctrine as a core element of the North American Model of Wildlife 

Conservation. In North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, P. J. Dart, ed. White 

House Conference on North American Wildlife Policy. 



 

______. 2012. Alternative Ammo: Good for hunting; great for conservation. New York State 

Conservationist. October 2012, p. 18-19. 

 

______. 2013. The Great State of Hunting. New York State Conservationist. February 2013, p. 2-4. 

 

______, J.A. Bissonette, and M.W. Smith. 1984. Towards reducing pecan losses to blue jays in 

Oklahoma. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 12:51-55. 

 

______, T. A. Decker, D. A. Hamilton, and J. F. Organ. 2001. A vision for the future of furbearer 

management in the United States. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 28:833-840. 

 

______, and J. Gawalt. 2002. Squirrels of New York. New York State Conservationist. February 

2002, p. 15-18. 

 

______, M.C. Bambery, L. Bies, T. Decker, S. Dyke, D. Guynn, M. McEnroe, M. O’Brien, J.F. 

Organ, S.J. Riley, and G. Roehm. 2010. The public trust doctrine: implications for wildlife 

management and conservation in the United States and Canada. Technical Review 10-01. 

The Wildlife Society, Bethesda, MD.1 

 

______. 2016. Alternative hunting ammunitions-one state’s approach to helping hunters make 

 informed choices. The Wildlife Professional 10(4):38-39. 

 

Boggess, E. K., Batcheller, G. R., Linscombe, R. G., J. W. Greer, M. Novak, S. B. Linhart, D.W. 

Erikson, A. W. Todd, D. C. Juve, and D. A. Wade. 1990. Traps, trapping, and furbearer 

management: a review. Wildl. Soc. Tech. Rev. 90-1., Bethesda, MD. 31pp. 

 

Curtis, P.D., J. Shultz, L. Braband, L. Berchielli, and G. R. Batcheller. 2006. Enhancing private 

sector wildlife damage management with a comprehensive curriculum (poster 

presentation).Proc. 22nd Vertebrate Pest Conference, R. Timm and J. M. O'Brien, Eds., 

Univ. Calif. Pp 530-531. 

 

Decker, T. A., and G. R. Batcheller. 1993. Furbearer management in transition: challenges for the 

future. Northeast Wildlife 50:153-157. 

 

Decker, D. J., A. B. Forstchen, E. F. Pomeranz, C. A. Smith, S. J. Riley, C. A. Jacobson, J. F. Organ, 

and G. R. Batcheller. 2014. Stakeholder engagement in wildlife management: Does the 

public trust doctrine imply limits? J. Wildl. Manage. 79:174-179.  

 

 
1 This paper was recognized as a “key paper" that has advanced the wildlife profession. See: Leopold, B.D. and P.R. 

Krausman. 2012. Science in Print: Lifeblood of the Society—Key papers that have advanced the wildlife profession. The 

Wildlife Professional 6:48-53. 



Foley, R. E. and G. R. Batcheller. 1988. Organochlorine contaminants in common goldeneye 

wintering on the Niagara River. J. Wildl. Manage. 53:441-445. 

 

Hagen, D. J., L. W. VanDruff, and G. R. Batcheller. 1991. Movement and behavior of relocated 

urban raccoons. Natl. Inst. Urban Wildl. Symp. Ser. 2:249-250. 

 

Hamilton, D. A., G. Batcheller, and E. Boggess. 1998. Best management practices for humane 

trapping of furbearers in the United States: development process and trap testing priorities. In 

Roy, C., ed., Proc. 1998 Joint Fur Resources Workshop and 16th Midwest Furbearer 

Workshop, Leavenworth, KS. Kansas Dept. Wildl. and Parks, Emporia, KS. 

 

Jacobson, C.A., J.F. Organ, D. J. Decker, G.R. Batcheller, and L. Carpenter. 2010. A conservation 

institution for the 21st century: implications for state wildlife agencies. J. Wildl. Manage. 

74:203-209. 

 

Mahoney, S.P., V. Geist, J. Organ, R. Regan, G.R. Batcheller, R.D. Sparrowe, J.E. McDonald, C. 

Bambery, J. Dart, J.E. Kennamer, R. Keck, D. Hobbs, D. Fielder, G. DeGayner, and J. 

Frampton. 2008. The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation: Enduring 

Achievement and Legacy. In Strengthening America’s Hunting Heritage and Wildlife 

Conservation in the 21st Century: Challenges and Opportunities, pages 7-24. Sporting 

Conservation Council, Washington, D.C. 

 

Organ, J.F., V. Geist, S.P. Mahoney, S. Williams, P.R. Krausman, G.R. Batcheller, T.A. Decker, R. 

Carmichael, P. Nanjappa, R. Regan, R.A. Medellin, R. Cantu, R.E. McCabe, S. Craven, G.M. 

Vecellio, and D.J. Decker. 2012. The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. The 

Wildlife Society Technical Review 12-04. The Wildlife Society, Bethesda, Maryland, USA. 

 

Organ, J. F., R. Gotie, T.A. Decker, and G. R. Batcheller. 1998. A case study in the sustained use of 

wildlife: the management of beaver in the northeastern United States. In van der Linde, H.A. 

and Danskin, M.H., eds., Enhancing sustainability-resources for our future. IUCN, Gland, 

Switzerland and Cambridge, UK. 178pp.  

Organ, J.F., and G.R. Batcheller. 2009. Reviving the public trust doctrine as a foundation for 

management in North America. In Wildlife and Society: The Science of Human Dimensions, 

pages 161-171. Island Press, Wash., D.C. 

 

Schemnitz, S.D., G.R. Batcheller, M.J. Lovallo, H.B. White, and M.W. Fall. 2012. Capturing and 

handling wild animals. In The Wildlife Techniques Manual: Research, Volume 1. John 

Hopkins University Press, Baltimore. 

 

Siemer, W. F., G. R. Batcheller, R. J. Glass, and T. L. Brown. 1994. Characteristics of trappers and 

trapping participation in New York. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 22:100-111. 

 

 



Swift, B. L., R. E. Foley, and G. R. Batcheller. 1993. Organochlorines in common goldeneyes 

wintering in New York. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 21:52-56. 

 

Chapter Referee: 

 

Braun, C.E., editor. 2005. Techniques for wildlife investigations and management. Sixth edition. The 

Wildlife Society, Inc., Bethesda, MD. 

 

Journal Referee: 

 

Wildlife Society Bulletin (2000-2005) 

 

Journal of Wildlife Management (2005-present) 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE:  

 

Hoosick Falls Central School District Board of Education 

 1992-1999 

 President, 1998-1999 

 

Trustee, Petersburgh Public Library 

 January 2000-December 2014 

 President, 2011-2013 

 

Trustee, Upper Hudson Library System 

 June 2000-2003 

 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 

 March 2003-June 2009  

 Flotilla Commander, 2006-2007 

 

Trout Unlimited, Southwestern Vermont Chapter 

 Board member (2016-present) 

 

Hoosic River Watershed Association  

 Board member (2014-present)  

 

LEISURE TIME 

INTERESTS:  

 

Family activities, reading, physical fitness, sailing, mycology, fly fishing, deer and turkey hunting.

  

REFERENCES: 



 
Available upon request. 

 




