
Truth in Testimony Disclosure Form

Witness Name: 

Position/Title: 

Witness Type: Governmental	 Non-governmental 

Are you representing yourself or an organization? Self		       Organization

Committee: 

Subcommittee: 

Hearing Date: 

Hearing	         :   

If you are a non-governmental witness, please list any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or 
subcontracts) related to the hearing’s subject matter that you or the organization(s) you represent at this 
hearing received in the current calendar year and previous two calendar years. Include the source and 
amount of each grant or contract. If necessary, attach additional sheet(s) to provide more information.

In accordance with Rule XI, clause 2(g)(5)*, of the Rules of the House of Representatives, witnesses are asked  
to disclose the following information. Please complete this form electronically by filling in the provided blanks.

If you are a non-governmental witness, please list any contracts or payments originating with a foreign 
government and related to the hearing’s subject matter that you or the organization(s) you represent at this 
hearing received in the current year and previous two calendar years. Include the amount and country of 
origin of each contract or payment. If necessary, attach additional sheet(s) to provide more information.

If you are representing an organization, please list what entity or entities you are representing:

Natural Resources

June 13, 2019

Legislative Hearing on H.R. 967, H.R. 1162, H.R. 1446, H.R. 1976, H.R. 2473, H.R. 2685, 
and Migratory Bird Protection Act (Discussion Draft)

Stanley Senner

Vice President for Bird Conservation 

Water, Oceans, and Wildlife

National Audubon Society

Audubon currently has a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service grant of $39,992 under the 
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act (NMBCA), and I am responsible for management 
of this grant. Audubon also has a separate migratory bird-related grant of $46,600 from the 
USFWS Division of Bird Habitat Conservation for which I have limited involvement. Audubon 
handles other NMBCA/USFWS grants with which I am uninvolved. 

none

Subject





1  
Stanley E. Senner 


National Audubon Society 
700 SW Higgins St., Suite 104 


Missoula, MT 59803 
406-926-2811 


<ssenner@audubon.org> 
 


Current Position 
 
2014- Vice President for Bird Conservation, National Audubon Society, Missoula, MT: 


• Lead implementation of the Pacific Shorebird Conservation Initiative in coordination with 
Audubon’s International Alliance Program, and eNGO and government agency partners in the 
Pacific Americas Flyway; 


• Provide science and policy support to Audubon’s Saline Lake Program/Western Water 
Initiative; 


• Work with other Audubon staff to implement Audubon’s strategic plan and conservation 
priorities, such as protection of wildlife habitat in Arctic Alaska and defense of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act; and  


• Raise funds for Audubon bird conservation initiatives. 
 


Education 
 
1975-1977 University of Alaska, Fairbanks, Alaska, M.S., biology. 


 
1969-1973 Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas, B.A., biology and environmental studies 


 
Major Professional Experience 


 
1999-2014 Director, Conservation Sciences, Ocean Conservancy, Portland, OR: 


• Enhanced science capacity of national organization and more effectively link Ocean 
Conservancy’s capacity in science to its policy objectives; 


• Provided science content and insights to inform and guide Arctic program. Served as Arctic 
spokesperson vis a vis the news media and policy makers; 


• Analyzed scientific literature on marine debris and data from International Coastal Cleanup to 
inform and guide policy priorities for Marine Debris Program;  


• Helped lead Ocean Conservancy response to BP Deepwater Horizon (DWH) oil spill. 
Represented Ocean Conservancy in the Gulf region at meetings with public officials, fishing 
interests, the news media, etc.; and  


• Supervised Gulf Restoration Science team based in Baton Rouge and Austin; engaged in DWH 
restoration planning processes, especially in regard to the role of science and restoration in the 
marine environment. 


 
1999-2009 Vice President and Executive Director, Audubon Alaska, Anchorage, AK: 


• Served as CEO of Audubon Alaska, including leadership, administration, personnel management, 
and fund raising (annual budget of ~ $1.2 mil); 


• Developed and managed projects advancing Audubon’s mission in wildlife habitat conservation, 
focusing on priority ecosystems in the Arctic and Southeast Alaska; and 


• Served as primary spokesperson and advocate and interact and work with Audubon board, 
members, chapters, policy and decision makers, news media, and others. 



mailto:ssenner@audubon.org
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1995-1999 Science Coordinator, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, Anchorage, Alaska: 


• Worked with Chief Scientist to facilitate and manage review of research, monitoring, and 
restoration funding proposals; also evaluate project performance and review project reports; 


• Worked with Executive Director and Chief Scientist to identify annual science and 
restoration needs; developed recommendations to the Trustee Council on work plan for 
annual program of ~ $25 million; 


• Served as in-house scientific advisor to the Executive Director, Trustee Council, and 
Restoration Office staff and help shape long-term restoration program; and 


• Scientific liaison among Trustee Council, Restoration Office staff, Public Advisory Group, 
office of the Chief Scientist, project investigators, and the public. 


 
1992-1995 Director, Migratory Bird Conservation Program, Science Department, National Audubon 


Society, Boulder, Colorado: 
• Developed, managed, and raised funds for program with goal of maintaining and restoring 


populations of migratory birds in the Western Hemisphere; 
• Program included national/international policy development and advocacy, interpretation of 


scientific data on bird populations and their habitats, and education of Audubon chapters and 
others in the US and in Latin America; and 


• Worked with and provided leadership to Audubon departments and chapters, as well as federal, 
state, and international agencies and nongovernmental organizations interested in bird 
conservation. 


 
1990-1992 Restoration Program Manager, Division of Oil Spill Impact Assessment Restoration, Alaska 


Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), Anchorage, Alaska: 
• Appointed by Governor Steve Cowper; 
• Co-chaired state-federal staff task force that identified, evaluated, and recommended restoration 


program to implement the $1-billion settlement for natural resources damages following the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill; 


• Prepared planning documents, represented oil-spill program at public meetings, and 
encouraged public participation; and 


• Provided staff support for the division director, ADF&G commissioner, and the Exxon 
Valdez Trustee Council. 


 
1982-1990 Executive Director, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association, Kempton, Pennsylvania: 


• Chief executive of non-profit wildlife conservation organization with 2,200-acre sanctuary, 
>8,000 members, 10 staff members, and an operating budget of $600K; 


• Worked with board of directors, hired/directed staff, planned program, raised funds, 
produced/edited publications and news releases, advocated conservation policies, and 
conducted research; and 


• Responsible for major growth in membership, financial support, and staff capability and 
program improvements in areas of research, conservation policy, and education. 


 
1979-1982 Professional Staff Member, Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, U.S. House of 


Representatives, Washington, DC: 
• Handled all committee staff work for Rep. Thomas B. Evans, Jr. (R-Delaware) and other Members   


of Congress as requested; 
• Responsible for legislative analysis/drafting, committee/floor votes, hearings, 


statements and correspondence, and meetings with constituents, lobbyists, and 
agency representatives; 


• Responsible for primary staff work for House passage of the Coastal Barrier Resources Act; and 
• Participated in Congressional action on endangered species, nongame wildlife, Alaska lands, 
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ocean dumping, boating safety, Western Hemisphere Convention, Law of the Sea negotiations, and 
authorizations for the Council on Environmental Quality, Coast Guard, and Fish & Wildlife 
Service. 


 
1978-1979 Alaska Regional Representative, The Wilderness Society, Fairbanks, Alaska: 


• Represented Alaskan policy interests of national conservation organization; 
• Participated in many facets of campaign leading to passage of Alaska lands 


legislation (ANILCA; e.g., developed proposals, organized supporters, testified 
before and educated Congress); and 


• Major responsibility for National Wildlife Refuge System and Chugach National Forest issues in 
ANILCA campaign. 


 
1977 Research Associate in Ecology, Institute of Arctic Biology, University of Alaska: 


• Co-principal investigator on research project on the energetics and ecology of migrating 
shorebirds in the Copper River Delta, Alaska. 


 
Additional Professional Experience 


 
1974-1975 Special Projects Director, Fairbanks Environmental Center, Alaska. 


 
1973-1974 Asst. Northwest Representative, Friends of the Earth, Seattle, Washington. 


 
1972&1973 Game Biologist's Aide, Cheyenne Bottoms Waterfowl Mgmt. Area, Kansas Forestry, Fish & 


Game Commission, Great Bend, Kansas (summers) 
 
1970-1972 Research Asst., Sand Prairie Natural History Reservation, Biology Dept. Bethel College. 


 
Appointments and Service 


 
2013-2017 Vice-Chair for Conservation, Pacific Seabird Group 


2009-2012 Advisory committee member, The Brainerd Foundation 


2009-2010 Board member, Prince William Sound Science Center 


2006-2009 Technical Advisor, David & Lucile Packard Foundation Marine Bird Conservation Initiative 


1999-2006 Chair and board member, Denali Institute and then Alaska Natural History Association 


1994-1995 US Representative (1 of 2), Circumpolar Seabird Group, Conservation of Arctic Flora and 
Fauna (CAFF), Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy. 


1992-1994 Chairman, Nongovernmental Organization Committee, Partners in Flight, Washington, DC. 


1991-1994 Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network, 
Manomet Bird Observatory. 


 
1990-1993 Member, Advisory Committee, The Birds of North America, American Ornithologists' 


Union. 
 
1990-1993 Member, Advisory Committee, Migratory Bird Center, Smithsonian Institution. 


1989-1990 Member, Board of Councilors, Association of Field Ornithologists. 
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1987-1988 Member, Advisory Committee, Congressional decision-makers course on Neotropical 


Biodiversity and Public Policy, Organization for Tropical Studies, Costa Rica. 
 
1986-1992 Chairman, Board of Directors, International Council for Bird Preservation-United States 


Section, Inc. (board member 1982-1992). 


1988-1989 Chairman, Congregational Board, First Mennonite Church, Allentown, Pennsylvania. 


1984-1990 Affiliate Research Associate in Ornithology, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 


 
1978-1982 Affiliate Research Associate in Ecology, Institute of Arctic Biology, University of Alaska. 


1977 President, Board of Directors, Fairbanks Environmental Center (board member 1975-1978). 


1975-1977 Graduate Fellow, Alaska Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, University of Alaska. 


1974-1978 Vice President for Alaska, Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Fairbanks, Alaska. 


1973-1974 Member, Seattle Mennonite Voluntary Service Unit, Seattle, Washington. 


1973 Fellow, Department of Environmental Studies, Bethel College. 


1972 Fellow, Department of Biology, Bethel College. 


Honors 
 


2008 Wilburforce Foundation Conservation Leadership Award 
2005 National Audubon Society Charles Callison Award for Outstanding Professional Service 
1993 Pete Isleib Award for Contributions to Alaska Bird Conservation, Alaska Bird Conference 
1990 Elective Member, American Ornithologists' Union 
1978 Outstanding Young Alumni (with my wife, Patricia), Bethel College 
1973 Distinguished Service Award, Bethel College 


 
Professional memberships 


 
1977 American Ornithologists’ Union 
1975 Pacific Seabird Group 


 
Technical Publications 
 


2018 A salt lake under stress: relationships among birds, water levels, and invertebrates at a Great Basin saline lake. 
[with Nathan R. Senner, Johnnie N. Moore, S. Trent Seager, Steve Dougill, Keith Kreuz] Biological 
Conservation 220:320-329. 


 
2017 Origins of the American Bird Conservancy: Institution-Building is Difficult and Unpredictable. [with C.S. Harrison,  


S.D. Eccles and C. Lenhart] Marine Ornithology 45:61-71. 
 
2016 Pacific Americas Shorebird Conservation Strategy. [B.A. Andres and H.R. Gates (Eds)]. National Audubon Society, 


New York, New York. available at http://www.shorebirdplan.org. 
 
2016 An overview of the Northern Gulf of Mexico Ecosystem. [Spies, R.B. and C.S. Robbins.] Gulf of Mexico Science 


1:98-121.  



http://www.shorebirdplan.org/
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2012 Arctic Bottleneck: Protecting the Bering Strait from increased vessel traffic. [with A. Hartsig, I. Fredrickson and 


C. Yeung.] Coastal and Ocean Law Journal 18(1): 35-87. 
 
2004 Important Bird Areas: a new U.S.-Russian cooperative program. [with Dave Cline and Olga Romanenko] 


Northern Expanses (1-2):109-111. 
 
1998 A closer look: Surfbird. Birding 30:306-312. 
 
1996 Surfbird (Aphriza virgata). [with Brian McCaffery] In The Birds of North America, No. 266 (A. Poole and F. 


Gill, eds.). The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA, and The American Ornithologists’ Union, 
Washington, DC. 


 
1996 Long-term use of breeding bird census plots to monitor populations of neotropical migrants breeding in 


deciduous forests in eastern Pennsylvania. [with L.J. Goodrich, C.B. Viverette, and K.L. Bildstein.] pp. 149-
164. In Forest Biodiversity in North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean: Research and Monitoring 
(F. Dallmeier and J.A. Comiskey, eds.). Man and the Biosphere Series vol. 21. Parthenon Publishing, Pearl 
River, New York. 


 
1996 Ecosystem management and the national grasslands. [with Brian D. Ladd] pp. 231-239. In Prairie Conservation 


(F.B. Samson and F.L. Knopf, eds.). Island Press, Washington, DC. 
 
1996 Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus). [with L.J. Goodrich and S.C. Crocoll] In The Birds of North 


America, No. 218 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA, and The 
American Ornithologists’ Union, Washington, DC. 


 
1995 Conservation Commentary: Ornithology and the National Biological Survey. [with Susan R. Drennan] The Auk 


112:804-806. 
 
1992 Process to identify and evaluate restoration options. [with J. Strand, A. Weiner, S. Rabinowitch, M. Brodersen, 


K. Rice, K. Klinge, S. MacMullin, R. Yender, and R. Thompson] Proceedings 1993 International Oil Spill 
Conference, Tampa, Florida, pp. 245-249. 


 
1991 Approaches to the conservation of coastal wetlands in the Western Hemisphere. [with K.L. Bildstein, 


G.T. Bancroft, P.J. Dugan, D.H. Gordon, R.M. Erwin, E.N. Nol, and L.X. Payne] The Wilson Bulletin 
103:218-254. 
 


1991 Status and conservation of the Eskimo Curlew. [with Craig Faanes] American Birds 45:237-239. 1990
 Shorebirds and herring roe in Prince William Sound, Alaska. [with D.W. Norton, R.E. Gill, Jr., P.D. 


Martin, J.M. Wright, and A.K. Fukuyama] American Birds 44:367-371, 508. 
 
1990 Migration counts of raptors at Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania as indicators of population trends, 1934-1986. 


[with J.C. Bednarz, D. Klem, Jr., L.J. Goodrich, and S.E. Senner] The Auk 107:96-109. 
 
1989 Feeding ecology of Western Sandpipers, Calidris mauri, and Dunlins, Calidris alpina, during spring migration 


at Hartney Bay, Alaska. [with D.W. Norton and G.C. West] Canadian Field-Naturalist 103:372-379. 
 
1989 Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association, Pennsylvania. American Birds 43:248-253. 
 
1989 A proposal to create a registry of sites of international importance to raptors, especially in migration. [with J.J. 


Brett] pp. 33-37 in Raptors in the Modern World (Meyburg, B.-U. and R.D. Chancellor, eds.). World Working 
Group on Birds of Prey and Owls, Berlin. 


 
1989 Status and conservation of raptors wintering in the Neotropics. [with M.J. Fuller] pp. 53-58. Raptors in the 


Modern World (Meyburg, B.-U. and R.D. Chancellor, eds.). World Working Group on Birds of Prey and Owls, 
Berlin. 
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1988 The fall migration of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds in the northeastern United States. [with L.A. 


Willimont and L.J. Goodrich]. The Wilson Bulletin 100:482-488. 
 
1988 Trends in numbers of winter-season Great Horned Owls and Red-tailed Hawks in Pennsylvania. [with L.J. 


Goodrich] Journal Pennsylvania Academy of Sciences 62:131-137. 
 
1987 Conservation strategies for migratory species. [with J.P. Meyers, R.I.G. Morrison, P.Z. Antas, B.A. Harrington, 


T.E. Lovejoy, M. Sallaberry, S.E. Senner, and A. Tarak] American Scientist 75:18-26. 
 
1987 Food habits of the Great Horned Owl in Pennsylvania. [with J. Wink and L.J. Goodrich] Proceedings 


Pennsylvania Academy of Sciences 61:133-137. 
 
1986 Federal research on migratory nongame birds: is the United States Fish and Wildlife Service doing its Job? 


American Birds 40:413-417. 
 
1986 Raptor conservation in the next 50 years. Proc. Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 50th anniversary symposium, 


Kempton, Pennsylvania, October 1984, [co-editor with C.M. White and J.R. Parrish] Raptor Research Report 
No. 5. 


 
1984 Conservation of Nearctic shorebirds. [with M.A. Howe]. pp. 379-421 in Shorebirds: Breeding Behavior and 


Populations (J. Burger and B.L. Olla, eds.), Plenum Publishing Company, New York. 
 
1982 A review of Western Sandpiper migration in interior North America. [with E.F. Martinez] Southwestern 


Naturalist 27:149-159. 
 
1981 The spring migration of Western Sandpipers and Dunlins in south-central Alaska: numbers, timing and sex 


ratios. [with G.C. West, and D.W. Norton] Journal of Field Ornithology 52:271-284. 
 
1979 An evaluation of the Copper River Delta as a critical habitat for migrating shorebirds. Studies in Avian 


Biology 2:131-145. 
 
1979 Fall food habits of Common Snipe in the Copper River Delta, Alaska. [with P.G. Mickelson] Canadian Field-


Naturalist 93:171-172. 
 
1977 The ecology of Western Sandpipers and Dunlins during spring migration through the Copper- Bearing River 


Delta system, Alaska. M.S. thesis, University of Alaska, Fairbanks. 
 
1976 Shorebirds and oil development in the Copper River Delta area, Alaska. [with D.W. Norton] pp. 288-295 in 


Science in Alaska (D.W. Norton, ed.), Proc. 27th Alaska Science Conference, v. II. 
 
1972 Curlew Sandpiper in Kansas. Bulletin Kansas Ornithological Society 23:13. 
 
 
 
 
[May 2019] 
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