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MATOI Squirrel: The symbol character

March 2025

m Forest _n__.mm in <m_._o:m _Onmﬁ.osm in _umc_.:m_.< al

Occurred on Feb. 28
Fire extinguished on Mar. 3-
Burned out area 247 ac

Prefecture _
Occurmred on Mar. 23

Fire extinguished on Apr. 11
Burned out area 1396 ac

Imabari Citv. Ehime Pref
Occurmred on Mar. 23 :
Fire extinguished on Apr. 14

1191 ac

of forest fire prevention in Japan

Ofunato City, lwa
. Prefecture -
Occurred on Feb.
Feb. 25, suppressi
Occurred on Feb.
Fire extinguished
Apr.7

Burned out area 8
ac

Occurred on Feb. 26
Fire extinguished on Mar. 6
" Burned out area 331 ac

"MATOI" was a sign displayed on the roof of a house during the
Edo period (1603-1868) to indicate the origin of the fire and the
direction of the wind when extinguishing a fire.



“Overview of National Forests
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~+ National dno.__ﬂmmﬁm are <<_n_m__< distributed in remote 30::6_3 and water source areas, so tf
play an important role in fulfilling public benefits and national land conservation.

forests.

M National forests. |
======Boundaries of Regional Forest Offices i
Prefectural boundaries

Forestry Agency and
Regional Forest Offices

RS

Approximately 20% of the national land area is national forests, 60% of which are natura

,,,,...,/,_mi<mnm forests

i
",

/mm.hm million ac

A

Non—forest

. 38%
31.58 million ac /.,_
Fai” \
- ,_
i
|
._m
Other national \“
forests
0.17 million ac /
0% = I+ 4
%, Public forests
7 7.44 million ac
National forests . 10% 8%
(managed by Forestry Agency) . 60%
. 18.76 3::0: ac 20%
e
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. Trees were nc.m n_0<<3 during World War I msn_ the 30:35_3 were
devastated.

« After the war, the government m:n_ the _no_\mm,nJ\ industry noo_um_,m,mmn_ to
_u_\o_joﬁm mmo_\mmﬂm:o:

oo

N
Um<mm$8q ,noﬁmmﬁ
(early 1940s)

>io$m$¢o: _
(late 1940s)

Once forests are lost, a very long
time period is required to _ .
recover . | | Recovery 9ﬁ, forests

: (Present)
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Due to the low price of standing .m__j_um_, in Japan, trees are not _um_sm
harvested _: time, which further no::\__uc,mmm to the aging of our forests.

Forests by Age

(million ac) _ 5 nr |
495 A _ 1981 _ - 2022 . T T .
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_ - (forest age)
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- The “self-sufficiency ratio” of <<ooa has :_mﬁo_\_nm__«\ decreased but soared from 18.8% to
Aw 0o\o m.:nm 2000s. |
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