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September 23, 2025

The Honorable Representative s

United States Housc of Representativcs

Washington, D.C. 205 l5

Dear Representative,

I?m writing to urge your suppod for legislative reform following the tragic murdcr ofmy son, Marty
William McMillan Jr., in Washington, D.C.

Despite my immediate reporl, police delayed the rnvestigation, ctting outdated missing persons

pro(ocols, I had ro search his phone and tablet myself to id€ntiry the last persor he was with. His body
was found nine months larer, and il took nearly eight years for the case to reach rial. The sentencing
did not reflect the severity ofthe crime.

Families like mine deserve justice, accountability, and rimely action

I am notjust asking for change?l am pleading for it. My son?s life was stolen. and the system that

should have protected him failed at every tum. I canied the weight ofhis disappcarance alonc, searched

for answers when no one else would, and waited nearly a decade forjustice that cam€ too late and felt
too light. I speak not only for Marty, but for every family who has been silenced by delay, dismissed by
policy, and devastated by leniency. Please help ensure that no other parent has ro bury their child and

then fight for years to prove their life matlered.

-[hank you for your time, your compassion, and your commitment to change

Sincerely,

Aisha Young

Subject: Request for Cdminal Justice Reform in Washington, D.C.

I rcspcctfully request your support for rhe following reforms:
- lmmediate investigation for missing adults when foul play is suspected.

- Stricter sootcncinB guidelines for homicide and manslaughter involving concealment or premeditation.
- Time limits for homicide trials to prevent excessive delays.
- Victim family input in plea deals.

- Adult sentencing for violent offenders aged l8 and older.



Proposal fo, Criminal Ju6tico Rerorm in Washington, O.C.

Submitted by: Arsha Young

Sub.lect: Legrslative Aotion Followrng the Murder of Marty Vvlll€m McMrllan Jr.

Background

My son, Marly Wilham McM lan Jr was murdered tn Washrngton, O C His cas€ was mishandled from
the beginning-pohce delayed the rnveslgation, and it took nearly eqht years to bring the case to traal

The sentencrng drd not reflect the gravrty of the cnme Thrs expelence exposed serious fla\{s in O C ,s

criminalJustice system that demand legrslatrve reform

Proposed Law Changos

l. Mandatory lmmgdirte Action ln Mbslng Peraons Ca3es

Cu?rcnt lssuo: MPD pohcy delays rnvestrgations unless lhe mrsstng person !s under 15, over 65 or
deemed "critcal "

Proposod Change:

. Amond tho Comprshilmive Policing and Ju3tics Rsform Act to requre

lmnEdtate rnvest€atton wthrn 24 hours for any mrssrng adult when ,oul play is
suspected

Mandatory revEw of digital records (phones lablets) wthh 48 hours ol a mrssing
persons report

Creation ot a centralrzed Mtsstng Persons Rapd Response Unrt.

2. Sentonclng Rerorm for Homiclde and MrnslBughtor

Current ls6us: Voluntary manslaughler sentences can be as low as 10-16 years, even in cases
involving concealment or prerneditahon

Proposad Chenge:

. lnlroducs the Mrrty McMillan Senloncing Reform Act, whrch would

lncrease the minimum sentence for volunlary rnanslaughter involving concealment of a
body to 25 yeare

Prohibit plea deals lhat reduce charges below second-degree murder when evdence of
premeditation exists

Require victim famrly rnput before any plea deal ls accepted

3. Trial Timelinese Standards



Current ll3uc: Marty's case took nearly I years to reach trial

Proposed Chrnge:

. Eatebllrh the Jurtico Tlmallnr$ Act. whch sould

Require homErde cases to b€ brought to Uial wtlhtn 2a months ol irxrictrnent

Mandate quarlerly ludEial revEws for cases pendtng longer than 18 months

Penalaze prosecutonal delays wrthout cause

4. Youth Oft ndei Stnt nclng Rctonr

Cullrnt llsue: Youth ofianders aged 18-24 can b€ sentenced ag ruveniles under cunent O.C. lEw.

Propo3rd Ch.ng!:

. Support the DC CRIIES Act (HR {022}, whrh

Rsquires all offenders aged 18+ to be sentenced as adulb lI [a.

Eliminatqs judicial discretion to rEduc€ s€ntoncss bclow mandatory minimums for vblent
crimes

C. F.dc..l Ov.rctght rnd Tt.n3p.runc,

Cu lnl bcuo: Lack ol accountabrlily rn locsl law enbrcement and tudrcial appointments.

Propor.d Chrng.:

. Supporl tha Dlrt lct ot Columbh Judlcl.l Nomln.tlonr Rerorm Act, allovving tederal oversight

of ludEial appoint nents to reduce delays and political bias lll
. Require public reporting of missing persons investigations and oubornog

C.ll to Actlon

I urg6 Congress and the Progdant to:

. Pass legrslation that ensures rustice is hmely, bir, and refiectue ol th€ s€verity ol violent crimos

. ProtEct bmilles lrom the trauma of delayed investigations and lenient sentenclng.

. R6fom D C.'s missing p€rsons protocols and homicide s€ntencing laws

Would you ltke help formaning thrs into a formal p€titEn or letler to your represe.tat ve? I can also assist

with sening up a campaign on platforms liko Changa org or Petiton2congrsss.

Retorcnc!a

[1] House Reoubli:.B pa83 2 tmre bilts to overhaul DC ctirn oolicies

[2] Reoubli:arE sdrenc€ ddc of bilb overhaullm O.C. crina-Lrvi


