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July 8,2024

To Whom lt May Concern,

The Board of Supervisors of the Town of Oma, lron County, Wisconsin, are expressing our support for the
proposal to elevate the Apostle lslands National Lakeshore to the status of Apostle lslands National Park.

The Apostle lslands ire , tr"arrred natural resource, not only for the residents of our region but also for
the countless visitors who come to experience their pristine beauty, rich biodiversity, and unique cultural
heritage. Transforming the Apostle lslands into a national park will provide numerous benefits that align

with the values and goals of our community.

The designation of the Apostle lslands as a national park can have a positive impact on our local

economy. National parks are known to attract increased tourism, bringing more visitors to the area that
contributes to local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, shops, and recreational services. For

example, a study by the National Park Service found that in 2022, nattonal parks generated over 542.5
billion in economic output and supported 340,500 jobs nationwide.

Specifically, communities within 60 miles of a national park saw an average increase in tourism spending

af !4Yo, with related job growth of 1\%. This influx of tourists will create new job opportunities,
stimulate economic growth, and support the livelihoods of many residents in the Bayfield area and

beyond. National Park status will also raise the profile of the Apostle lslands on a national and

international level, drawing attention to the unique attractions and recreational opportunities they offer.

The Board wholeheartedly supports this initiative and urge all stakeholders and decision-makers to
consider the vast it will bring. Togethel let us work towards the creation of the Apostle lslands

Natio rk an a bright future for this extraordinary landscape.
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June 21, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern, 

On behalf of the Bayfield County Economic Development Corporation, I am writing to express our support for 

the proposal to elevate the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore to the status of Apostle Islands National Park. 

The Apostle Islands are a treasured natural resource, not only for the residents of our region but also for the 

countless visitors who come to experience their pristine beauty, rich biodiversity, and unique cultural heritage. 

Transforming the Apostle Islands into a national park will provide numerous benefits that align with the values 

and goals of our community. 

The designation of the Apostle Islands as a national park can have a positive impact on our local economy. 

National parks are known to attract increased tourism, bringing more visitors to the area who contribute to local 

businesses, including hotels, restaurants, shops, and recreational services. For example, a study by the National 

Park Service found that in 2022, national parks generated over $42.5 billion in economic output and supported 

340,500 jobs nationwide. Specifically, communities within 60 miles of a national park saw an average increase 

in tourism spending by 14%, with related job growth of 11%. 

This influx of tourists will create new job opportunities, stimulate economic growth, and support the livelihoods 

of many residents in the Bayfield area and beyond. National Park status will also raise the profile of the Apostle 

Islands on a national and international level, drawing attention to the unique attractions and recreational 

opportunities they offer.  

The Bayfield County Economic Development Corporation supports this initiative and urge all stakeholders and 

decision-makers to consider the vast benefits it will bring. Together, let us work towards the creation of the 

Apostle Islands National Park and secure a bright future for this extraordinary landscape. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Cole Rabska 

Executive Director 

Bayfield County Economic Development Corporation 

mailto:info@bayfieldcountyedc.com
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July 11, 2024 
 
 
 
Congressman Tiffany 
451 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Tiffany: 
 
On behalf of Northwest Regional Planning Commission, I am writing to support the concept of renaming 
the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore to the Apostle Islands National Park. 
 
The Apostle Islands National Lakeshore designation has provided a significant economic benefit to the 
communities along the Bayfield Peninsula and Chequamegon Bay area. The National Lakeshore attracts 
travelers who shop locally, stay in local hotels and inns, and dine at restaurants and bistros. Designation 
as a National Park will elevate the status of the area and would impact a greater geographic area of 
influence who will see an overall economic impact. We encourage continued conversations with local 
units of government and Tribal Nations located along the Bayfield Peninsula and Chequamegon Bay area 
to discuss the impacts to a designation of the area to a National Park status. 
 
We are excited about the prospect of a National Park designation in our region and the first in 
Wisconsin! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Sheldon Johnson 
Executive Director 
 
 



 

 
 
June  28, 2024 
 
 
Rep re sentative  Tom Tiffany   
United  State s House  o f Rep re sentatives   
1238 Longworth House  O ffice  Build ing    
Washing ton, DC 20515 
 
Dear Rep re sentative  Tiffany, 
 
I am writing  to  exp re ss our enthusiastic supp ort for the  Ap ostle  Island s National Park Act, which 
p roposes the  red esig nation of the  Apostle  Island s National Lakeshore  to  a National Park. This 
sig nificant chang e  would  make  the  Apostle  Island s the  home  to  Wisconsin’s only National Park, a 
d istinction that would  b ring  sub stantial b enefits to  our reg ion. 
 
The  Apostle  Islands National Lakeshore  is already a che rished  d e stination known for its b reathtaking  
natural b eauty, uniq ue  ecosystems, and  rich cultural history. Elevating  its status to  a National Park will 
und oub ted ly enhance  its p rofile  on a national and  inte rnational leve l, attracting  more  visitors and  
b oosting  reg ional tourism. This influx of tourists will have  a ripp le  e ffect, stimulating  local b usinesse s, 
creating  job s, and  foste ring  economic g rowth throug hout the  area. 
 
Moreover, the  d e sig nation as a National Park will b ring  ad d itional resource s and  sup port for the  
manag ement and  p re servation of this p recious natural asse t. Increased  fund ing  and  national 
re cog nition will ensure  that the  Apostle  Island s can b e  maintained  and  p ro tected  fo r future  
g ene rations, allowing  more  p eop le  to  exp erience  its p ristine  b eauty and  le arn about its 
environmental and  historical sig nificance . 
 
The  anticip ated  b oost in tourism and  re source s will also  have  a p ositive  imp act on our workforce . 
Local b usine sse s will have  the  opp ortunity to  expand , le ad ing  to  job  creation and  a more  rob ust local 
e conomy. The  increased  attention and  investment in the  area will enhance  our community’s quality o f 
life  and  p rovid e  more  opp ortunitie s fo r re sid ents to  thrive . 
 
In conclusion, red esig nating  the  Ap ostle  Island s National Lakeshore  as a National Park is a visionary 
step  that will b ring  lasting  b ene fits to  our reg ion. The  Board  sup ports the  Ap ostle  Island s National 
Park Act to  he lp  secure  a b rig hte r future  fo r our community, our environment, and  our economy. 
 
Thank you fo r your work on this imp ortant leg islation. 
 
Sincere ly, 

 
 
Mari Kay-Nab ozny 
Chie f Executive  O ffice r 
 



 

  

June 25, 2024 

 

To Whom It May Concern, I am writing to express my support for the proposal to elevate 
the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore to the status of Apostle Islands National Park.  

The Apostle Islands are a treasured natural resource, not only for the residents of our 
region but also for the countless visitors who come to experience their pristine beauty, rich 
biodiversity, and unique cultural heritage. Transforming the Apostle Islands into a national 
park will provide numerous benefits that align with the values and goals of our community. 

 The designation of the Apostle Islands as a national park can have a positive impact on our 
local economy. National parks are known to attract increased tourism, bringing more 
visitors to the area who contribute to local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, shops, 
and recreational services. For example, a study by the National Park Service found that in 
2022, national parks generated over $42.5 billion in economic output and supported 
340,500 jobs nationwide.  

Specifically, communities within 60 miles of a national park saw an average increase in 
tourism spending by 14%, with related job growth of 11%. This influx of tourists will 
create new job opportunities, stimulate economic growth, and support the livelihoods of 
many residents in the Bayfield area and beyond. National Park status will also raise the 
profile of the Apostle Islands on a national and international level, drawing attention to the 
unique attractions and recreational opportunities they offer.  

I wholeheartedly support this initiative and urge all stakeholders and decision-makers to 
consider the vast benefits it will bring. Together, let us work towards the creation of the 
Apostle Islands National Park and secure a bright future for this extraordinary landscape.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

State Representative Chanz Green  

Wisconsin’s 74th Assembly District 



 

 

June 26, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern,  

I am writing to express my support for the proposal to elevate the Apostle Islands National 

Lakeshore to the status of Apostle Islands National Park.  

The Apostle Islands are a treasured natural resource, not only for the residents of our region but 

also for the countless visitors who come to experience their pristine beauty, rich biodiversity, and 

unique cultural heritage. Transforming the Apostle Islands into a national park will provide 

numerous benefits that align with the values and goals of our community. 

 The designation of the Apostle Islands as a national park can have a positive impact on our local 

economy. National parks attract increased tourism, bringing more visitors to the area who 

contribute to local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, shops, and recreational services. For 

example, a study by the National Park Service found that in 2022, national parks generated over 

$42.5 billion in economic output and supported 340,500 jobs nationwide.  

Specifically, communities within 60 miles of a national park saw an average increase in tourism 

spending by 14%, with related job growth of 11%. This influx of tourists will create new job 

opportunities, stimulate economic development, and support the livelihoods of many residents in 

the Bayfield area and beyond. National Park status will also raise the profile of the Apostle Islands 

on a national and international level, drawing attention to the unique attractions and recreational 

opportunities they offer.  

I wholeheartedly support this initiative and urge all stakeholders and decision-makers to consider 

the vast benefits it will bring. Together, let us work towards creating the Apostle Islands 

National Park and secure a bright future for this extraordinary landscape.  

 

Sincerely, 



 

 

 

State Representative Angie Sapik  

Wisconsin 73rd Assembly District 



 

 
Congressman Tiffany 
451 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Tiffany: 
 
On behalf of Sawyer County/LCO Economic Development Corporation, I am writing to support the 
concept of renaming the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore to the Apostle Islands National Park. 
 
Sawyer County lies in the heart of Wisconsin's great northwoods. For decades, individuals and 
families have been vacationing in this natural wonderland. With crystal clear lakes for water sports 
and fishing, Wisconsin’s Moving National Park: the Namekagon River, and miles of trails for riding 
snowmobiles, ATVs, cross country skiing, hiking, and road or off-road bicycling, this area is buzzing 
with activity year-round! The Sawyer County/LCO EDC would love to help support the Apostle Islands 
National Park to help show what Northern Wisconsin has to offer.  Our lodging, entertainment, dining 
and events are world class.   
 
National parks attract increased tourism, bringing more visitors to the area who 
contribute to local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, shops, and recreational services.  This 
additional traffic will strengthen our economy and help current and new businesses. 
 
The Sawyer County/LCO EDC fully supports the efforts of stakeholders to make the Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore to the Apostle Islands National Park.  We believe this effort will help secure a 
better economy and help keep our region growing.  Thanks for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Adam Lamoureux 

Executive Director 

ed@sclcoedc.com  
 

 



 

 

  

 

 

June 26, 2024 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 

I am writing to express my support for the proposal to elevate the Apostle Islands National 

Lakeshore to the status of Apostle Islands National Park.  

 

The Apostle Islands are a treasured natural resource, not only for the residents of our region 

but also for the countless visitors who come to experience their pristine beauty, rich 

biodiversity, and unique cultural heritage. Transforming the Apostle Islands into a national park 

will provide numerous benefits that align with the values and goals of our community. 

 

The designation of the Apostle Islands as a national park can have a positive impact on our local 

economy. National parks are known to attract increased tourism, bringing more visitors to the 

area who contribute to local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, shops, and recreational 

services. For example, a study by the National Park Service found that in 2022, national parks 

generated over $42.5 billion in economic output and supported 340,500 jobs nationwide.  

 

Specifically, communities within 60 miles of a national park saw an average increase in tourism 

spending by 14%, with related job growth of 11%. This influx of tourists will create new job 

opportunities, stimulate economic growth, and support the livelihoods of many residents in the 

Bayfield area and beyond. National Park status will also raise the profile of the Apostle Islands 

on a national and international level, drawing attention to the unique attractions and 

recreational opportunities they offer.  

 

I wholeheartedly support this initiative and urge all stakeholders and decision-makers to 

consider the vast benefits it will bring. Together, let us work towards the creation of the 

Apostle Islands National Park and secure a bright future for this extraordinary landscape.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Romaine Robert Quinn 

State Senator 

Wisconsin’s 25th Senate District 



recognized symbols of natural and cultural heritage, drawing attention to their ecological 
importance and fostering a sense of stewardship among visitors and residents alike. 
This heightened awareness would encourage conservation efforts and promote 
sustainable practices that are crucial for preserving the islands' fragile ecosystems and 
protecting endangered species. 

Economically, the designation of the Apostle Islands as a national park would create 
new job opportunities in tourism and conservation, stimulating economic growth and 
diversifying the local economy. It would also enhance the region's reputation as a 
premier destination for outdoor recreation, attracting investment in infrastructure 
improvements and visitor amenities. 

In conclusion, I respectfully urge you to consider the immense benefits of designating 
the Apostle Islands as a national park. By safeguarding their natural and cultural 
treasures, promoting tourism and economic development, and raising awareness about 
their ecological significance, this designation would ensure that future generations can 
continue to experience and cherish the splendor of the Apostle Islands. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration to this matter. I strongly support the 
efforts to designate the Apostle Islands as a national park and trust that this decision will 
have a positive and lasting impact on both the local community and the nation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Taylor L. Pedersen 

President/CEO 

Superior-Douglas County Area Chamber of Commerce 
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June 30, 2024 

 

 

The Honorable Tom Tiffany 

United States House of Representatives 

451 Cannon HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Subject: Letter of Support – Apostle Island National Park Designation 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

On behalf of the Superior-Douglas County Area Chamber of Commerce, its Board of 

Directors, and nearly 400 members, this letter is being sent in strong support for the 

designation of the Apostle Islands in Wisconsin as a national park. Having personally 

experienced the beauty and significance of this remarkable area, I believe that granting 

national park status to the Apostle Islands would bring numerous benefits to both the 

region and the nation as a whole. 

The Apostle Islands, situated on Lake Superior's pristine waters, comprise 22 islands 
characterized by their stunning natural landscapes, sea caves, historic lighthouses, and 
diverse wildlife. Designating the Apostle Islands as a national park would elevate their 
status as a protected area, ensuring the preservation of their unique geological 
formations, cultural heritage, and fragile ecosystems for future generations to enjoy and 
study. 

One of the primary benefits of national park status would be the boost to tourism in the 
region. Visitors from across the country and around the world are drawn to national 
parks for their natural beauty and recreational opportunities. The Apostle Islands offer a 
wide range of activities such as hiking, kayaking, camping, and wildlife watching, 
attracting outdoor enthusiasts and nature lovers year-round. Increased visitation would 
not only benefit local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, and tour operators, but 
also generate revenue for the surrounding communities and contribute to the local 
economy. 

Moreover, becoming a national park would significantly raise awareness about the 
Apostle Islands on a national and international scale. National parks are widely 








