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March 6, 2024 
 
The Honorable Bruce Westerman     The Honorable Raúl Grijalva  
Chairman       Ranking Member 
House Natural Resources Committee    House Natural Resources Committee 
202 Cannon House Office Building     1203 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515      Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Chairman Westerman and Ranking Member Grijalva: 
 
On behalf of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (BHA), the voice for our wild public lands, waters and wildlife, I write 
to express our support for Title IV of the Northern Nevada Economic Development and Conservation Act (H.R. 
3173). Title IV, cited as the Ruby Mountains Protection Act, would withdraw 309,272 acres of the Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest and 39,926 acres of the Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge from oil and gas leasing. 
 
The Ruby Mountains in northeastern Nevada are a premiere destination for sportsmen and women. They are 
immensely valuable to hunters by providing a critical migratory corridor for the largest mule deer herd in the state 
and habitat for the imperiled greater sage-grouse. Anglers can pursue the highly sought after Lahontan cutthroat 
trout, Nevada’s state fish, in the region’s mountain streams and alpine lakes. 
 
In 2019, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) determined that approximately 54,000 acres in the Ruby Mountains were 
unsuitable for oil and gas leasing. The USFS cited limited geologic potential for drilling in the area under 
consideration and concerns regarding impacts to wildlife values. Immediately following the determination by the 
USFS in 2019, a private entity filed Expressions of Interest to lease in the region. Despite being classified as having 
no or low potential for oil and gas, the Ruby Mountains continue to be threatened by speculative leasing and 
associated development. 
 
Once again, BHA shares our support for Title IV of H.R. 3173 and we would like to thank the committee for holding 
a hearing on this legislation that would conserve our nation’s public lands enjoyed by all Americans. Withdrawing 
these lands from leasing would protect an intact landscape from habitat fragmentation and ensure the health of 
a crucial watershed while continuing to manage the region for multiple use. Doing so is in the interest of fish and 
wildlife as well as hunters, anglers, and outdoor enthusiasts who recreate on these public lands. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Kaden McArthur 
Government Relations Manager 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers  



 







 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness, 1360 Greg Street Suite 111, Sparks, Nevada 89431 
 PO Box 9754, Reno, Nevada 89507     Phone (775) 324-7667; Fax (775) 324-2677 

Visit our Website at www.NevadaWilderness.org 

 

September 14, 2020 

Senator Catherine Cortez Masto  
Senator Jacky Rosen  
Congressman Mark Amodei 
 
 
RE: Letter of Support for the Douglas County Economic Development and Conservation Act (S. 2890) 
 
 
Dear Senator Catherine Cortez Masto, Senator Jacky Rosen and Congressman Mark Amodei: 
 
 
This letter is to offer Friends of Nevada Wilderness support for S2890, especially the portion of the bill that 
designates Burbank Canyons as Wilderness.  
 
Friends of Nevada Wilderness began working with Douglas County and other stakeholders a decade ago. We 
appreciate the efforts of the Nevada delegation over these years working with local elected officials, various 
stakeholders, the Washoe Tribe and land management agencies to resolve numerous public lands opportunities 
and issues within Douglas County.  
 
 
While this bill addresses many important issues the one that has 
been most important for Friends of Nevada Wilderness is 
Wilderness designation for the small but beautiful Burbank 
Canyons. Many of our members have enjoyed hiking and camping 
in the area and love the wildlife found here. Over the years our 
members have also relished working in partnership with the 
Carson City District BLM doing volunteer projects in the Burbank 
Canyons area.  
 
Thank you for all you are doing to ensure passage of S 2890 
passed this year. It is heartening to see our delegation continuing 
to work across party lines for Nevada. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shaaron Netherton 
Executive Director 
Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
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Testimony of Shaaron Netherton  
Executive Director  

Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
 

Hearing on HR 3173  “Northern Nevada Economic Development and Conservation Act” 
May 10, 2023 

 
For the record of the legislative hearing held on March 7, 2024 

In the House Committee on Natural Resources 
Federal Lands Subcommittee 

 
Chairman Tiffany and Ranking Member Neguse, on behalf of Friends of Nevada Wilderness please 
accept these comments in support of HR 3173, the Northern Nevada Economic Development and 
Conservation Act of 2023 especially Titles I, IV and VI.  We express our sincere appreciation to 
Congressman Mark Amodei for his unflagging support to this important legislation. 
 
Friends of Nevada Wilderness is dedicated to preserving all qualified Nevada public lands as wilderness, 
protecting all present and potential wilderness from ongoing threats, educating the public about the 
values of and need for wilderness, and improving the management and restoration of wild lands. Friends 
of Nevada Wilderness has been working on wilderness protection and public land legislation since 1985. 
 
I would like to express appreciation for the Nevada delegation’s continued support for local efforts to 
resolve issues on public lands. Nevadans know how to come to the table in good faith and work together 
to develop comprehensive bills that enhance economic development, conserve public lands, improve 
recreation opportunities, and preserve Nevada’s rural way of life.  
 
As a long time Nevadan who has lived in both rural and urban parts of the state, working on public lands 
bills across the state has given me a deep appreciation for the broad spectrum of people that call 
Nevada home. Working together with county commissioners, ranchers, landowners, sportsmen, miners, 
exploration geologists, recreationists and townspeople has helped me understand that that while we all 
have differences, we share more in common than what divides us. In general, Nevadans care deeply 
about their public lands. Through recreation and work these lands help shape who we are as Nevadans. 
We care about quality of life for ourselves and our kids and grandkids, we care about having good 
habitat for our diverse wildlife, and we care about the wide-open spaces and want to see these lands 
managed well.  
 
I have served as executive director of Friends of Nevada Wilderness for 24 years and before that had a 
career with the Bureau of Land Management for 22 years. In my role with BLM I spent much of my time 
working in the wilderness and recreation program across Nevada but also served as a Field Manager in 
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central Oregon. I think my background brings a balanced perspective to the work that Friends of Nevada 
Wilderness does for Wilderness and other protected lands in Nevada.  
 
Below are comments on specific Titles of HR 3173 that Friends of Nevada Wilderness had direct 
involvement. 
 
 

Title VI “Pershing County Economic Development and Conservation Act” 
 

 
Nevada has a solid history and track record of stakeholders and lawmakers working together to find 
common ground on our public lands.  The process leading up to the Pershing County bill (Title VI) 
resulted in protections for some spectacular landscapes, but also agreements to forgo protection for 
lands that may have been important to other stakeholders or for other uses.  By listening to each other 
and finding a path forward, each of the groups working on this process were able to make gains but 
were also willing to give things away to end up with an outcome that was supported by all major 
stakeholders.   
 
 
Statement on non-Wilderness sections in Title VI 
While the bulk of my testimony is focused on the Wilderness sections of Title VI, Friends of Nevada 
Wilderness did with closely with Pershing County and many stakeholders within the county to attempt 
to address the pressing issues of the checkerboard land pattern that impacts much of the county. The 
goal of the bill is NOT to get rid of public land as some may say, but to generate funding and make it 
easier to block up public land like the Trinity Range within the county for wildlife habitat, recreation and 
access. This bill is unlikely to result in much of a net loss of public lands. Instead, working with a few of 
the large private land owners we would see tremendous opportunities to increase solid blocks of public 
lands for public purposes while at the same time blocking up lands along Interstate 80 for economic 
development including solar and geothermal energy production.  
 
Background of Wilderness in Pershing County 
In the 1980’s the Bureau of Land Management identified five Wilderness Study Areas within Pershing 
County: Selenite Mountains, Mt. Limbo, China Mountain, Tobin Range and the Augusta Mountains. The 
Augusta Mountain WSA (now named Cain Mountain) spanned three counties and H.R. 3173 deals only 
with the portion in Pershing County.  
 
Next, during 2004 through 2006, Friends of Nevada Wilderness participated with Pershing County and 
other stakeholders in the Pershing County Checkerboard Committee process to look at potential 
wilderness designations and other lands issues, including how to resolve and consolidate the 
public/private checkerboard land ownership pattern along Interstate-80. While this process didn’t result 
in legislation, it did result in a good place for taking up the effort again in 2015.  
 
Using those 2006 wilderness recommendations as a starting point, the Pershing County Commission, 
with various stakeholders, initiated a process in 2015 to work on a Pershing County Public Lands Bill. 
Meetings continued through 2016, and during that time, there were many formal and informal meetings 
with various stakeholders about wilderness and other portions of the bill. We had extensive contact 
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with the ranchers reviewing detailed boundaries, access needs for water developments and other 
ranching needs.  
 
In order to create the strongest wilderness proposal possible, Friends of Nevada Wilderness reached out 
to the ranchers who had grazing permits within the wilderness proposals. This included multiple 
meetings at their ranches, field tours (driving, foot and horseback riding) and then checking and 
rechecking maps to ensure the boundaries and access routes were correct. After extensive meetings, 
ranchers had a good understanding of how wilderness designation could impact their operations.  I will 
share one of those stories with you.  
 
Grandfathers’ Wilderness Story 
The entire Tobin Crest supports the productive sustainable rangeland and the critical watersheds that 
adjacent ranches depend upon.  The crest is laced with cold, clear springs which in turn are the heads of 
a series of steep, rugged and beautiful watersheds.  There are a number of important ranching outfits on 
the west flank and the Saval/Buffalo Valley ranch along the entire east flank that thrive because of these 
waters.  In addition, the Saval ranch and the Siard ranch have rich historic roots that span a century of 
wild western history.   

These ranchers helped draw the wilderness boundary for the Tobin Crest. The idea to re-name the Tobin 
Crest area to “Grandfathers’ Wilderness” was brought forward by them. We fully support this name 
change as a way to honor their grandfathers who started ranching at the base of this mountain crest 100 
years ago.  The name also honors the lasting legacy and living heritage of the ranching way of life in 
Nevada.  By preserving this area under the name of “Grandfathers’ Wilderness” we also honor all of 
those who came before, living in the wide-open spaces of Nevada. 

 
Wilderness HR 3173 Title VI Pershing County Economic Development and Conservation Act 

Title VI of HR 3173 would: 

● Designate seven areas as wilderness totaling about 136,000 acres. These wilderness areas would 
be managed under the provisions in the 1964 Wilderness Act. 

● The wilderness language in HR 3173 is the Nevada language that has been used for several 
decades for public lands bills within the state.  

● Adjust boundaries of WSAs to resolve longstanding management concerns and conflicts. 
● Allows Pershing County to settle the long-standing WSAs once and for all.  

 
These seven areas represent a cross section of some of the most beautiful lands in Pershing County. 
They offer great wildlife habitat, breathtaking vistas of the expansive Nevada scenery and little-known 
places to get away. As development continues in Pershing County, these wilderness areas will retain 
their wild character for future generations.  
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Wilderness Name Acres in  H.R. 
3173 Original WSA Acres Acres Released from 

WSA 

Cain Mountain (Formerly 
Augusta Mountain WSA) 12,339 24,489 (In Pershing 

County*) 12,200 

Bluewing  24,900 0 N/A 

Selenite Peak 22,822 32,041 9,100 

Mt. Limbo 11,855 23,702 13,100 

North Sahwave 13,875 0 N/A 

Grandfathers' (Includes 
portions of China 
Mountain and Tobin 
Range WSAs along with 
Tobin Crest) 

35,339 

10,358 (China Mtn WSA) 2,200 (China Mtn. 
WSA) 

13,107 (Tobin Range 
WSA) 

12,000 (Tobin Range 
WSA) 

Fencemaker 14,942 0 N/A 

     Totals 136,072 103,697 48,600 

    
* The remainder of this WSA was addressed in NDAA FY 23 where portions of the WSA in 
Lander and Churchill County were designated as wilderness and portions were released from 
wilderness. 

 

Wilderness Study Area Released in Title VI Pershing County Economic Development and Conservation 
Act 

HR 3173 would: 
● Release about 48,600 acres of Wilderness Study Areas in portions of the Augusta Mountain, 

China Mountain, Mt. Limbo, Selenite Mountains, and Tobin Range wilderness study areas.   
● Release the lower slopes of the ranges where most of the cherrystem roads, range 

developments and weed infestations are located.  
● Eliminate lower value wilderness study area acres, reduce conflicts and management concerns 

and focus protection on the higher value wilderness.   
● Offset some of the released wilderness study area acres for the higher wilderness value areas of 

the Tobin Crest (Grandfathers’ Wilderness) and the inclusion of North Sahwave, Bluewing, and 
Fencemaker, areas identified for wilderness during the Pershing County Checkerboard Land 
Process. 
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Why are there areas being considered that are not wilderness study areas? 

During the Checkerboard Lands Committee process sponsored by Pershing County Commission over the 
period of time from 2004-2006, wilderness was one of the topics addressed. After a series of meetings 
and field trips, the Checkerboard Committee recommended to the Pershing County Commission that 
North Sahwave, Bluewing, Fencemaker, and Tobin Crest areas be considered for wilderness. The 
compromises made at that time were agreements to completely release the Selenite WSA and well as 
large portions of Mt. Limbo WSA and the Tobin Range WSA. This proposal was then adopted by the 
Pershing County Commission on March 1, 2006. 

When the Winnemucca Bureau of Land Management began working on identifying resource inventory 
information as a part of the Winnemucca Resource Management Plan (RMP), the BLM included the four 
non-WSA areas identified by the Checkerboard Lands Committee as having wilderness values since they 
were identified through a public process sponsored by the Pershing County Commission. When the 
Winnemucca BLM RMP was finalized, North Sahwave, Bluewing, Fencemaker, and Tobin Crest (now 
Grandfathers’) were included as part of the final Record of Decision for the management plan. 

When the Pershing County lands bill process started up again in 2014, these recommendations were 
brought forward as the starting place for new discussions.  

The end result is legislation that resolves longstanding land tenure issues, promotes economic 
development, enhances recreation, protects some of Pershing County’s wildest lands, and preserves 
Nevada’s rural way of life.  Nevada’s counties which are made up overwhelmingly by public lands and 
over and over again across the state diverse stakeholders have come together to develop 
comprehensive county-based legislation done the Nevada way.  Sometimes these processes create new 
friendships, develop trust and result in better ways of working together across other issues. 
 
 

Title I  “Douglas County Economic Development and Conservation Act” 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness supports Title I, the Douglas County Economic Development and 
Conservation Act, especially the portion of that title that designates Burbank Canyons as Wilderness.  

Friends of Nevada Wilderness began working with Douglas County and other stakeholders over a decade 
ago. We appreciate the efforts of the Nevada delegation over these years working with local elected 
officials, various stakeholders, the Washoe Tribe and land management agencies to resolve numerous 
public lands opportunities and issues within Douglas County.   

While this bill addresses many important issues the one that has been most important for Friends of 
Nevada Wilderness is Wilderness designation for the small but beautiful Burbank Canyons. Many of our 
members have enjoyed hiking and camping in the area and love the wildlife found here. Over the years 
our members have also relished working in partnership with the Carson City District BLM doing 
volunteer projects in the Burbank Canyons area.  
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Title IV “Ruby Mountains Leasing Act” 
 
Title IV of this bill is so important to Friends of Nevada Wilderness because we were shocked when 
about ten years there was a proposal to lease 54,000 acres of the Ruby Mountains for oil and gas 
exploration. Friends of Nevada Wilderness and many other conservation and hunting and angling groups 
and elected officials and community members came to together to fight this proposal. Friends of 
Nevada Wilderness provided comments on the impacts that could result to this amazing range if the 
proposal went forward. While at the end, the Forest Service did deny the proposal it shook all of us into 
realizing what could happened next time around.  
 
The Ruby Mountains are characterized by high, multi-faceted, granite-like peaks soaring above lush 
green meadows and sparkling sapphire blue lakes. The "rubies" of the mountains' name are actually 
garnets, red semiprecious stones found in certain metamorphic rocks. Long and narrow, the Rubies 
stretch 100 miles and seldom get more than 10 miles wide. Nowhere else in Nevada is there such a 
spectacular landscape, with hanging valleys, clusters of lakes and snow-fed streams flowing down the U-
shaped glacial valleys on the west side of the range. Because they were so heavily glaciated and have 
such abundant water, the Rubies represent the best, classic-mountain ecosystem in Nevada.   
 
It is imperative that the Ruby Mountains should not ever again be under threat from random oil and gas 
speculation. That is why we applaud Congressman Amodei and Senator Cortez Masto who have worked 
so hard to protect the Ruby Mountains from speculative oil and gas leasing.  
 
 
Contact 
Friends of Nevada Wilderness appreciates the opportunity to again provide testimony in support of 
portions of the Northern Nevada Economic Development and Conservation Act of 2022.  
Please contact Shaaron Netherton at 775 324-7667 or shaaron@nevadawilderness.org if you have any 
questions regarding our views on HR 3173. 
 
 

mailto:shaaron@nevadawilderness.org
















February 26, 2024

The Honorable Bruce Westerman
Chair
House Committee on Natural Resources
1324 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Tom Tiffany
Chair
House Subcommittee on Federal Lands
1324 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairs Westerman and Tiffany,

The Tahoe Reno Industrial Center II (TRI II) organization is writing today in support of the Fernley
Economic Development Act as written in Title X of H.R. 3173 Northern Nevada Economic Development
and Conservation Act of 2023 sponsored by Congressman Mark Amodei. Thank you for your leadership
and continued support of responsible and sustainable economic development in Nevada. We appreciate
your hard work to advance public lands legislation.

The TRI organizations have had many successes here in Northern Nevada. The organizations took
107,000 of raw desert and turned it into the most sought after industrial and tech destination in the
United States. With approximately 150 Wall Street tech and industrial companies (including Tesla,
Panasonic, Microsoft, Google and many others) and 35,000 jobs, going to 45,000 within 60 months, TRIC
is a large part of diversifying the Nevada economy.

But the Nevada economy is still being strangled. There is no more land available for new workforce
housing at affordable levels nor tech/industrial development. A standard 3 bedroom, 2 bath home in
Reno has an average price of $600,000. You have to make $150,000 a year to afford that mortgage. With
no land available to bring more top of the line tech and tech manufacturing companies, the State’s
economy will still have a sizable reliance on a singular industry which is particularly volatile and sensitive
to recessions.

The TRI organization has a strong environmental record including a long-standing partnership with
American Wild Horse Campaign. In addition, the organization repopulated the region with Bighorn Sheep
after they had been considered extinct in this part of the state. Additionally, TRI just built a $100 million
reclaimed water system which preserves our precious groundwater for truly potable purposes. Passing
H.R. 3173 will allow the City of Fernley to responsibly develop the industrial and commercial sectors (in
partnership with the private sector) without impacting precious environmental landscapes, while also
providing adequate workforce housing.

The City of Fernley in partnership with key stakeholders like TRI II is looking to expand on the success of
the Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center (TRI) and open more availability for development and housing in their
jurisdiction beyond the bounds of the current TRIC footprint which is completely sold out of land.

Based on the success of TRI and interest already being expressed by businesses across the country, the
expansion of industrial and residential development made possible by Title IX of H.R. 3173 would
support:

● Between 10 – 15,000 jobs
● Include capital investments of between $5 and $10 billion
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Testimony of 

Pershing Count , a political subdivision of the State of evada 

House Subcommittee on Federal Lands 

Subcommittee Hearing 

HR 3173, the orthern Nevada Economic Development and Conservation Act of 2023 

March 7, 2024 

Chairman Tiffany and Ranking Member eguse, on behalf of Pershing County, evada, please 
accept for the official record the testimony of R. Bryce Shields, Pershing County District 
Attorney, in support of HR 3173, the Northern evada Economic Development and 
Conservation Act of 2023. We express our sincere appreciation to Congressman Mark Amodei 
for his unflagging efforts, support, and dedication to this important legislation. While Pershing 
County endorses HR 3173 in its entirety. we submit this testimony specifically in support of Title 
VJ of the bill, the Pershing County Economic Development and Conservation provisions. 

For the last twenty (20) years. the Pershing County Board of Commissioners (the "BOC"), 
together with a broad spectrum of stakeholders, has sought the resolution of Pershing County's 
long-standing public lands issues and concomitant economic woes, a veritable Gordian knot. HR 
3173 represents a culmination of those united efforts, standing as a testament to the power of 
grassroots organization and collaborative bipai1isan decision making. We believe that Title YI 
cuts this Gordian knot, accomplishing three equally important objectives: I) Providing a rational, 
planned resolution to problems associated with checkerboard ownership patterns; 2) Promoting 
favorable conditions for economic development and efficient resource management: and 3) 
Protecting Pershing County lands that are truly wild, along with the County's rural heritage. 

Rationalizing the Checkboard, Promoting Economic Development, and Efficient Resource 
Management 

Nevada's checkboard ownership pattern, which is strewn across a 40-mile-wide swath of land on 
each side of Interstate 80 in Pershing County, strains proper BLM management of public lands 
and restricts public access to check board lands due to the mixture of privately owned parcels. 
The lack of access to lands within the checkerboard operates as an economic barrier to the 
County's ability to attract and guide development into sustainable patterns, which in turn restricts 
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the County's tax base. Compounding the problem, the Federal Government owns 75.6% ofthe
land within Pershing County leaving only 24.4%o available for ad valorem taxation. Thus. ofthe
small percentage ofland subject to ad valorem taxation in Pershing County. an even smaller
percentage is suitable for development suilicient to yield tax proceeds ofsignificant value.

Title VI or HR 3173 provides a solution to land management and development challenges by
directing the sale or exchange ofpublic lands within the checkerboard at lair market value. ]'he
proceeds of these transactions will be distributed as follows:

1) 85% to Nevada's BLM to be used for "willing seller" land purchases in Pershing
County for conservation, wildlife habitat. recreation. and preservation of other
cultural and ecological resources;

2) 10Yo lo the Pershing County budget;

3) 5% to the state ofNevada general education fund per current law.

The proceeds ofsales should afford the BLM the opportunity to block up federal land holdings in
sensitive areas more appropriate for conservation. recreation. and species habitat and control. In
tum, the consolidation of federal property under BLM management, along with increased
funding lrom the proceeds ofsales, will likely enable the BLM to achieve a thriving natural
ecological balance on public lands in accordance with the Federal Land Policl and Management
Act.

Additionally, the sale or exchange ofcheckboard lands will likely encourage development in
communities along the Interstate 80 corridor within Pershing County by creating, for tlie first
time. the prospect of contiguous parcels of private property within the checkboard in areas
suitable for development, i.e.. areas in proximity to the power grid. rail transport. and lnterstate
80. Several businesses including Coeur Mining, New Nevada Lands, renewable energy
developers. and a data center project have expressed interest in acquiring and consolidating
blocks of private ownership within the checkboard. Such developnrent is crucial to expanding the
County's tax base and bringing jobs to our economically stressed region.

Protectinq Pershins Counh's Wildlands and llural Hcritasc
Title VI designates approximately 136,072 acres of BLM wildemess within the following aleas
of Pershing County: Cain Mountain (lbrmerly Augusta Mountain), Bluewing. Fencemaker.
Grandfather's (China Mountain and the Tobin Range), Mount Lirnbo. and North Sahwave. In
exchange, the bill releases roughly 48,600 acres of Wildemess Study Areas throughout tl.re

County.

As stewards of Pershing Countv's unique landscape! we support and recommend the desigrration
ofthese areas as wildemess. Each ofthe seven areas under consideration represents some ol'the
most beautiful lands in Pershing County, offering excellent wildlife habitat, spectacular scencry,
and solitude. Many of these areas sustain the legacy of rural Northern Nevada, as the Bluerring.
Fencemaker, Grandfather, and Mount Limbo support watersheds vital to important ranches that
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have thrived in Pershing County for over 100 years. These lands are worthy ofpreservalion for
future generations.

We invite the Subcommittee to consider that each proposed area \\'as handpicked through a

collaborative process consisting of diverse stakeholders including the BOC, corporate citizens.
conservationists, exploration geologists, landowners, miners. ranchers, recreationists. sportsmen.
and more. These designations enjoy the unanimous support ofboth the BOC and others rvho live.
work, and recreate in Pershing County. We urge Congress to respect the wishes ofthose who
know the land and designate the proposed areas as wilderness.

As validation ofour recommendation, it is worth noting that Congress designated the portions of
Cain Mountain that fall within Churchill and Lander Counties as wilderness under the National
Defense Authorization Act o12023. On that basis. it is not unreasonable to conclude that the
portion of Cain Mountain lying within Pershing County should likewise be designated as

wildemess under Title Vl of HR 3173. Moreover, because the remaining six areas under
consideration in Pershing County share the same characteristics as Cain Mountain, they too
should be designated as wildemess.

ln closing, Pershing County appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in supporl ofHR
3 173 and the Pershing provisions. We view this legislation as vital to the economic prosperity ol
Pershing Countv and the preservation ofour lands for future generations. We urge the
Subcommittee to pass this important bill this year. Please contact Bryce Shields aI(775) 273-
2613 or bshieldsrdpersh inscountvnr'. {.lov if you have any questions regarding our views on I{R
3173.

Thank vou. llr-?^^ |S\L
RVrvce Shields
Pershlng County District Attomey
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Washoe Tribe of Nevada and Califoniia 

919 U.S. 395 SOUTH, GARDNERVILLE, NV 89410 
TEL. (775) 265-8600, FAX (775) 265-6240 

May 7, 2019 

Kevin Wilmot, Acting District Ranger 
Carson Ranger District 
US Forest Service, Humboldt Toiyabe National Forest 
1200 Franklin Way 
Sparks, NV 89431 

Subject: Douglas County Lands Bill 

Dear Mr. Wilmot, 

The Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California (Tribe) is pleased to accept the 724 acres 
from the U.S. Forest Service located south of Gardnerville, Nevada (see attached map). The 724 
acres of land is also known as lt-goom-mum teh-weh-weh ush-shah-ish (Dance Hill) a 
Traditional Cultural Property important to the Tribe' s cultural and spiritual identity and history. 
ln addition the land will connect to the Washoe Tribe's Dresslerville Community immediately 
north of the donated land providing a seamless access for the Tribe. 

We acknowledge that Douglas County will be receiving the 1084 acre parcel adjacent to 
and west of the Tribe's 724 acres. We will be happy to work your office and Douglas County in 
defining the legal descriptions of these parcels in the final documents. 

Thank you and please call me if you have any questions at (775) 265-8600 

Respectfully, 

,fi~ 
SERREL SMOKEY 
Chairman of the Washoe Tribe of Nevada 
and California 
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