
BRITT SLABINSKI
BRANCH: UNITED STATES NAVY SEALS

RANK: COMMAND MASTER CHIEF, SEAL (RETIRED)

COMBAT: GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR - AFGHANISTAN

MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION: SLABINSKI RECEIVED THE MEDAL OF 
HONOR FOR HIS ACTIONS DURING THE BATTLE OF TAKUR GHAR AFGHANISTAN 
ON MARCH 4, 2002. HE AIDED IN THE DEFENSE OF HIS TEAM’S POSITION WHEN 
THEIR HELICOPTER WAS FORCED TO MAKE A CRASH LANDING FROM AN ENEMY 
ATTACK. FOR 14, HOURS, HE PROTECTED THE MOUNTAIN POSITION UNTIL THE 
HILL WAS SECURE, AND HIS TEAM EXTRACTED.

ON A MISSION TO INSPIRE AMERICA

MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while assigned to a Joint Task Force in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM. In the early morning of 4 March 2002, Senior 
Chief Special Warfare Operator Slabinski led a reconnaissance team to its assigned area atop a 10,000-foot snow-covered 
mountain. Their insertion helicopter was suddenly riddled with rocket-propelled grenades and small arms fire from previously 
undetected enemy positions. The crippled helicopter lurched violently and ejected one teammate onto the mountain before the 
pilots were forced to crash land in the valley far below. Senior Chief Slabinski boldly rallied his five remaining team members 
and marshalled supporting assets for an assault to rescue their stranded teammate. During reinsertion the team came under 
fire from three directions, and one teammate started moving uphill toward an enemy strongpoint. Without regard for his own 
safety, Senior Chief Slabinski charged directly toward enemy fire to join his teammate. Together, they fearlessly assaulted and 
cleared the first bunker they encountered. The enemy then unleashed a hail of machine gun fire from a second hardened 
position only twenty meters away. Senior Chief Slabinski repeatedly exposed himself to deadly fire to personally engage the 
second enemy bunker and orient his team’s fires in the furious, close-quarters firefight. Proximity made air support impossible, 
and after several teammates became casualties, the situation became untenable. Senior Chief Slabinski maneuvered his team 
to a more defensible position, directed air strikes in very close proximity to his team’s position, and requested reinforcements. 
As daylight approached, accurate enemy mortar fire forced the team further down the sheer mountainside. Senior Chief 
Slabinski carried a seriously wounded teammate through deep snow and led a difficult trek across precipitous terrain while 
calling in fire on the enemy, which was engaging the team from the surrounding ridges. Throughout the next 14 hours, Senior 
Chief Slabinski stabilized the casualties and continued the fight against the enemy until the hill was secured and his team was 
extracted. By his undaunted courage, bold initiative, leadership, and devotion to duty, Senior Chief Slabinski reflected great 
credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.


