PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY

TESTIMONY

PROVEN FOREST MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2022
(H.R. 188, MCCLINTOCK)




Twenty Year Fire
History in the
American River
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Mosquito Fire Impacts

The Mosquito Fire was the largest fire in California in 2022. Placer
County communities and PCWA's Middle Fork American River
Hydroelectric Project have been severely impacted as a resuit.
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4 2 Air quality index reported in areas of Placer
County, reaching "hazardous” conditions
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1 1 Days (in 2022 alone) PCWA hydropower facilities not able
to transmit clean energy to the California electric grid
®

$ 10 M s Tens of millions of dollars lost in
power production sales
[
Up 600 000 Cubic yards of new sediment estimated
to ) to accumulate into PCWA reservoirs
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severity: high moderate low/very low

Origin of fire - e Pyrocumulus clouds as seen from Auburn, 16 miles away
September 6, 2022 ¢ September 8, 2022
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FUEL TREATMENT SUCCESSES e W

Caldor Fire Area | South Lake Tahoe Bl FuelTreatments

City Limits
Despite the difficulty in managing this fire and the '
demanding fire environment, there are success stories to be
found in the hazardous fuels treatments that have been put
in place in and around Lake Tahoe and the surrounding
communities. While even the most effective fuels
treatments may not modify fire behavior when there are
intense winds, there is no doubt that homes were saved and
firefighters were able to work more safely and aggressively
to suppress the fire because of treatments in this area.
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m 3292 acres have
heen treated
within the Caldor
Fire perimeter
hetween 2011
to 2021.
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= Treatments ranged
in size from small,
half-acre work on
urban community
lots to several rville
hundred acres.

= Flame lengths in
untreated areas
were observed
between 100 to 150
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D Fallen Leaf .
Extensive firefighting operations, residents maintaining defensible ? feet. Areas with
® &ﬂﬁ) space around their homes, and past forest management projects / fuels treatments
j X, o ?rf me(_j;m(; for r;eslumg tnrsave strulcturde?J atr'ound SoithdLSke < 108931t had flame Iengths
ahoe. The Forest Service has completed both prescribed burns j
and vegetation thinning operations in the last 10 years of their ¥ reduced to 20 feet
CKJQ forest clearing initiative, reducing fuel in fire-susceptible areas. or less.
Q f Christmas Valley, South Lake Tahoe, California. Yy
m Treatments were
conducted by 21
partner agencies
(federal, tribal,
L state, and local) of
) \(..\ the Lake Tahoe
V4 Basin'’s Fire and
Sorensens Fue|S Team [TFFT].
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