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San Francisco State University, College of Ethnic Studies, 2002 - present
Professor

Tamkang University, Graduate School of American Studies, 2009
Fulbright Scholar

Foothill College, Sociology Department, 2000-2002
Assistant Professor
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San Francisco, CA

EDUCATION
Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley
Sociology, 2000
MA University of California, Berkeley

Sociology, 1994

MA Stanford University
Education, 1984

BA Stanford University
Human Biology/Child Development, 1984

BOOK PUBLICATIONS

Family Sacrifices: The Worldviews and Ethics of Chinese Americans
New York: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Mountain Movers: Student Activism and the Emergence of Asian American Studies
Edited with K. Umemoto, H. Dong, E. Mar, L.H. Tsuchitani, and A. Pan, Los Angeles: UCLA
Asian American Studies Center, 2019

At Home in Exile: Finding Jesus among My Ancestors and Refugee Neighbors
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016.

Sustaining Faith Traditions: Religion, Race, and Ethnicity among the Latino and Asian American
Second Generation
Edited with Carolyn Chen, New York: New York University Press, 2012.
Faithful Generations: Race and New Asian American Churches.
2004. New Brunswick, NY: Rutgers University Press
FILM DOCUMENTARY

The Oak Park Story
Produced with Valerie Soe, San Francisco, CA 2010
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FORTHCOMING ACCEPTED ARTICLE PUBLICATIONS

‘Employing Kwok’s Postcolonial Imagination: On Writing about Chinese American Religious
SSNones ”
In Festshrift for Kwok Pui-Lan, Benny Liew and Rita Nakashima Brock, eds.

“Chinese American Emerging Adults” (with Mike Karim)
In Emerging Adults: Formation for Mission. Mary Lederleitner, ed.

ARTICLE PUBLICATIONS

“Stopping AAPI Hate: Student Reflections on the Public Policy Process” (with Megan Dela Cruz,
Christina Shen, Richard Lim and Boaz Tang)
In Asian American Policy Review, (31) Spring 2021 66-75.

“The Roots of Chinese American Religious Nones: Continuities with the Liyi Tradition” (with Seanan
Fong)
In Envisioning Religion, Race, and Asian Americans, David Yoo and Khyati Joshi, eds.,
University of Hawaii Press, 2020.

“Creation Care by Grandma Shue”
Inheritance Magazine, Summer 2020 Vol. 66.

“Mobilizing the Asian American Electorate: The Racialization and Religious Minoritization of
Immigrants” (with John Jimenez, and Eric Mar)
In Religion is Raced, Grace Yukich and Penny Edgell, eds. New York University Press, 2020.

“A Group Effort: Our Personal Responsibility Amid Bitter Inequalities”
Reflections: Yale Divinity School, Spring 2020.

“Introduction: Mountain Movers and the Emergence of Asian American Studies”
In Mountain Movers: Student Activism and the Emergence of Asian American Studies
Edited with K. Umemoto, H. Dong, E. Mar, L.H. Tsuchitani, and A. Pan, Los Angeles: UCLA
Asian American Studies Center, 2019, 1-23.

“Familism, Racialization, and Other Key Factors Shaping Chinese American Perspectives”
In T.H. Handbook of Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics, Uriah Kim and Seung Ai Yeung,
eds. New York: Bloomsbury, 2019.

“An Exile’s Dream for Justice”
Inheritance Magazine, Summer 2019, Volume 64.

“Serve the People! Asian American Studies at Fifty: Empowerment and Critical Community Service
Learning at San Francisco State University” (with Eric Mar, Isabelle Pelaud, Philip Nguyen,
Jensine Carreon and Wei Ming Dariotis)
AAPI Nexus Journal, , 2018, Vol. 16:1, 111-136

“Intersections of Immigration, Ethnicity, Race and Religion” (with Jonathan Calvillo)
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Religion in America, Dylan White, ed., January 2017.
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“Chinese American Millennials: The Worldview of the Non-Religious and their Relationship to the
Christian Church”
ChristianityNext, Winter 2017, 19-44.

“Dancing with a Ghost: A Cambodian Exorcism in California”
Boom: Journal of California, Vol. 5 No. 4, Winter 2015; (pp. 64-71)

“Redefining Religious Nones: Lessons from Chinese and Japanese American Young Adults” (with Brett
Esaki and Alice Liu)
Religions 2015, 6 (3), 891-911.

“The Globalization and Racialization of Asian American Churches”
Common Ground Journal. 2015, 12 (1), 31-38.

"'Secularization and Asian Americans"
In Asian American Religious Cultures, edited by Jonathan Lee, Jane lwamura, Fumitaka
Matsuoka, Edmond Yee, and Ron Nakasone, Santa Barbara, CA: ABC Clio Press, 2015, 136-144.

"Chinese American Religions' (With Lisa Mar)
In Asian American Religious Cultures, edited by Jonathan Lee, Jane Iwamura, Fumitaka
Matsuoka, Edmond Yee, and Ron Nakasone, Santa Barbara, CA: ABC Clio Press, 2015, 290-295.

""Hakka Diasporic Tales: Exilic Understandings of Shalom in California™
Cultural Encounters, 2014, 10 (2), 106-114.

“Keeping the Traditions: a Comparison of Cantonese and Mandarin-Speaking Chinese American
Immigrants”
In Yinxin and the Wuyi Qiaoxiang Society. Edited by Zhang Guoxiong, Zhao Hongying, Zeng
Luling, and Lorraine Dong, Bejing: Overseas Chinese Press of China, 2014.

“Nonreligious Second-Generation Chinese Americans: How Gender Shapes Their Worldviews ” (with
Helen Kim)
Chinese America: History and Perspectives. 2013.

“Asian Americans in Multiracial Church Ministry” (with Kathleen Garces-Foley)
Religions. 2013. 4(2), 190-208

“Introduction: Racial, and Ethnic Identities of the New Second Generation”

“Second-Generation Chinese Americans and the Familism of the Nonreligious”
In Sustaining Faith Traditions: Religion, Race, and Ethnicity among the Latino and Asian
American Second Generation. Edited with Carolyn Chen, New York: New York University Press,
2012.

“Asian Americans, Religion and the 2008 Election” (with Soyoung Kim)
In Religion, Race, and Barack Obama’s New Democratic Pluralism. Gaston Espinosa. Routledge
Press. 2012.

"Faith-Based Multiethnic Tenant Organizing: The Oak Park Story" (reprint)
In Readings of Diversity and Justice, Maurianne Adams, Warren Blumenfeld, Carmelita
Castaneda, Heather W Hackman, Madeline L Peters, Ximena Zuniga, eds., New York: Routledge
Press, 2012.

“Asian American Religions and Identity”
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In The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Asian American Issues, edited by Edith Chen and Grace Yoo,
Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing, 2010.

“The Use of Religious Repertoires in Asian America”
“To Serve the Community: The Fourth Decade of Community Service Learning at Asian American
Studies, San Francisco State University”
“Asian American Studies Tours as Pilgrimages of Memory”
In At 40: AAS @ SF State, San Francisco: Asian American Studies, San Francisco State
University, April 2009.

“Response--Transforming the Ethnic: The Emergence of Covenant Values at New Hope Covenant
Church, Oakland CA”
In Covenant Quarterly, February 2009.

“Chinese American Demographic Change in the San Francisco Bay Area: 1990-2000”
In The 2008 Report: The Bay Area Chinese Churches Project, co-written with Dean Adachi,
Castro Valley, CA: Institute for the Study of Asian American Christianity, 2008.

Asian American Bible Believers: An Ethnological Report
Co-written with Brett Esaki, Russell Jeung, Helen Kim, Lalruatkima, James Kyung-Jin Lee,
Tat-siong Benny Liew (Director), Quynhhoa Nguyen, and Sharon Suh, Institute for Signifying
Scriptures, Claremont Graduate University, 2008.

“Introduction,” “The Only Thing I Could Do Was Sew.” and “The Loss of the Garment Industry is Part
of a Cycle”
Oral histories for special edition, “San Francisco’s Sewing Industry,” Chinese America: History
and Perspectives, Vol. 21, 2008.

“The Oak Park Story: Organizing a Faith-based, Multi-ethnic Community”
In Religion and Social Justice for Immigrants. Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, New Brunswick, NJ:
Rutgers University Press, 2006.

Asian American Religious Leadership Today: A Preliminary Inquiry
Co-written report for the Pulpit and Pew Project, Duke University. July 2005.

“Creating an Asian American Christian Subculture: Grace Community Covenant Church”
In Asian American Religions: the Making and Unmaking of Borders and Boundaries.
Tony Carnes and Fenggang Yang, eds. 2004. New York: NYU Press.

“Gung Ho: Community Building and Asian American Christians”
In The Cresset: A Review of Literature, the Arts, and Public Affairs
2003. Valparaiso, IN: Valpairaiso University Press.

“New Asian American Churches and Symbolic Racial Identity”
In Revealing the Sacred in Asia America: Writings on Religion.
Jane lwamura and Paul Spickard, eds. 2003. New York: Routledge Press.

“Comparing Evangelical and Mainline Asian American Pan-Ethnic Congregations”
In Religions in Asian America: Building Faith Communities.
Pyong Gap Min and Jung Ha Kim, eds. 2002.Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira Press.

“Southeast Asians In the House: Multiple Layers of Identity”
In Intersections and Divergences: Contemporary Asian Pacific American Communities, Linda Vo
and Rick Bonus, eds. 2002. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.
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COMMUNITY-BASED PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH

“Stop AAPI Hate Reports”
19 reports for Stop AAPI Hate, San Francisco, 2020-2021.

“Climate Change Strategies for Chinatown’s SRO Tenants”
For Chinese Progressive Association and Chinese Community Development Center, San
Francisco 2020.

“LEJ’s Positive Impact on its Participants’ Health, Well-Being, and Community Attachment”
For Literacy for Environmental Justice, San Francisco, 2019

“Bayview Survey 2012: Top Issues and Racial Perceptions”
For Community Youth Center, San Francisco, 2012-2015

“Community Wellness Survey: Himalayan Women in the San Francisco Bay Area” (co-written with Alice
Liu)
For the Sisterhood of Wellness Project, July 2014

“SRO Workers and Wage Theft” (co-written with Yiting Deng)
For Chinese Progressive Association, San Francisco, CA, July 2012

“Bayview Youth Survey 2012: Neighborhood Concerns and Youth Competencies”
For Community Youth Center, San Francisco, May 2012

“Barriers v. Bridges: Needs Assessment of Refugees from Bhutan”
For Bhutanese Community of California, September 2012

“From Crisis to Community Development: Needs and Aspirations of Refugees from Burma”
For Burma Refugee Family Network and Bhutanese Community of California, December
2011

“Chinese Community Health Fair 2011~
For NICOS Health Coalition, June 2012

“Chinese American Displaced Manufacturing Workers”
For Chinese Progressive Association and San Francisco Labor Council, San Francisco, CA,

September 2011.

“Impact of Education Budget Cuts and Early Start”
For California Faculty Association, San Francisco, CA, March 2011

“API Connections Wellness Survey”
For API Connections, Oakland, CA, Dec. 2010

”English Center Survey” (co-written with Danilo Gecale)
For English Center, Oakland, CA, January 2010.

HONORS and AWARDS
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Time 100 Most Influential Persons, 2021

Webby Award, Social Movement of the Year, 2021

CA State Legislature Commendation, 2021

Stanford University Asian American Alumni of the Year, 2021

KW Lee Spirit Award, 2020

Association of Asian American Studies Engaged Scholar Award, 2017

Virginia Seminar in Lived Theology Writing Fellowship, University of Virginia, 2012.

San Francisco State University CUE Grant, “Burmese Refugee Policy Report,” 2011

San Francisco State University Community-based Participatory Research Award, “Health Screenings in
Low-income Asian American Communities,” 2010

Center for Asian American Media Post-Production Award, “Oak Park Story,” 2010

Bay Area Video Coalition Media Maker Award, “Oak Park Story,” 2010

Fulbright Scholar Award, Tamkang University, Taiwan, 2008

ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS

“Combating Anti-Asian Hate During Covid-19”

CSU East Bay (4/21/20); Brown University (4/24/20); CSU Stanislaus (5/6/20); Seattle Pacific University
(5/12/20); UCSF (5/27/20); UC Santa Cruz (5/29/20); Johns Hopkins University (9/22/20); Florida State
(9/24/20); Sacramento State (9/29/20); Brandeis (10/20/20); UC San Diego (10/20/20); Princeton Seminary
(1/8/21); Stanford (2/17/21); Harvard (3/3/21); UC Merced (3/10/21); Purdue (3/30/21): U of lowa
(3/31/21); Cornell (3/31/21); UC Berkeley (4/1/21); CSU Long Beach (4/14/21); Vanderbilt Divinity
School (4/22/21); Arizona State University (4/23/21); Merritt College (4/27/21); St. Mary’s College
(4/27/21); Texas A&M San Antonio (5/3/21); Santa Ana College (5/6/21); Mt. San Antonio College
(5/13/21); University of New Mexico (7/9/21); Stanford University School of Medicine (7/22/21);
University of Pittsburgh (7/28/21); Northeastern (9/27/21); College of William & Mary (10/8/21); San
Francisco State University (10/15/21)

“Brown Church as an Exemplary of Ethnic Studies”
American Academy of Religion, December 2020

“Interpreting the Chinese Virus”
Ethnic Chinese Bible Caucus, Society of Biblical Literature, November 2020.

“The Church in Exile”
Yale Divinity School, February 2020

“Fifty Years of Asian American Studies”
Princeton Theological Seminary, February 2020.

“Author Meets Critics: At Home in Exile”
Association of Asian American Studies, Portland, OR, April 2017.

“Critical Issues Facing Asian Americans during the Trump Presidency”
Stanford University Asian American Alumni Conference, Stanford, CA, April 2017

“From Burma and Bhutan: Community-Based Participatory Research”
National Association of Ethnic Studies, San Francisco, CA, March 2017

“Author Meets Critics: At Home in Exile”
American Academy of Religion, San Antonio, TX, November 2016.

“Liyi: a New Theoretical Concept for Asian American Religiosity”
Association of Asian American Studies, Miami, FL April 2016.

“Faith, Family, and Filipino American Community Life”
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Author Meets Critics, Association of the Sociology of Religion, San Francisco, CA August 2014.

"Hakka Diasporic Tales: Exilic Identities of Faith in California"
Religion in California Conference, Berkeley, CA, April 2014.

“The Non-Religiosity of Chinese American Immigrants; A Comparison of Mandarin- and Cantonese-
Speaking Families”
Conference on International Migration and Qiaoxiang Studies, Jiangmen, China, November 2012.

“Needs Assessments of Refugees from Burma and Bhutan*
Association of Asian American Studies Conference, Washington DC, April 2012.

“Family Sacrifices: Chinese American Neo-Confucianism”
Center for Race and Gender, U.C. Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, March 2012.

“Evangelism, Education, and Leadership”
Respondent, American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, November 2011.

“Family Sacrifices: Chinese American 2" Generation Families”
Association of Asian American Studies Conference, New Orleans, LA, May 2011

“Filmmakers’ Roundtable: Art, Activism and the Role of Asian American Documentaries”
Panelist, Association of Asian American Studies Conference, New Orleans, LA, May 2011

“Roundatble with Filmmakers: Expanded Visions, SE Asian Americans in Film”
Invited Panelist, Southeast Asian American Studies Conference, San Francisco, CA March 2011.

“The Secularization of Chinese Americans? Hybridized Confucianism”
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Conference, Baltimore, MD, October 2010.

“Faith Matters, Religious Practitioners and /in Asian American Studies”
Plenary Discussant, Asian Pacific American Religions Research Initiative Conference, Chicago, IL, August
2010.

“Faith Matters, Religious Practitioners and /in Asian American Studies”
Roundtable Discussant, Association of Asian American Studies Conferences, Austin, TX, April 2010.

“The Oak Park Story”
Invited Plenary Speaker, Asian Pacific American Religions Research Initiative Conference, Claremont,
CA, August 20009.

“Chinese Americans in San Francisco’s Garment Industry”
Juried Paper presented at the Southwest Labor Studies Association Conference, Hayward, CA, May 2009.

“Ethnic Differences among Low-Income Populations in Disaster Preparedness®
Juried Paper presented at the Association of Asian American Studies Conference, Honolulu, HI, April
20009.

“Asian North American Literatures: In the Shadows of Empires”
Invited Moderator and Respondent, 2" International Conference on Asian American and Asian British
Literatures, Taipei, Taiwan, November 2008.

“Race, Religion and the 2008 U.S. Presidential Elections,”
Guest Lecture at National Taipei University, Dept. of Sociology, November 2008.
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“Cambodian American Parenting, Religion, and 1.5 Generation Educational Attainment”
Juried paper presented at the Association of Asian American Studies Conference, Chicago, IL April 2008.

“Cambodian American Parenting, Religion, and 1.5 Generation Educational Attainment”
Juried paper presented at the Presidential Session, Pacific Sociological Association Conference, Portland
OR, April 2008.

“Empire, Globalization and the Church”
Invited Respondent, Pacific North Asian American Women in Theology and Ministry Conference, April
2008.

“Religiosity in Asian America: Spiritual Vitality, Secularism, and Racialization”
Invited Paper at the Religion in Los Angeles, Religion in the Americas, Religion in the Era of Globalization
Symposium, California State University, Los Angeles, March 2008.

“Religion and Educational Attainment: A Comparison of Cambodian American Evangelicals and Buddhists”
Juried paper presented at the Association of Asian American Studies Annual Meeting, New York, NY, April
2007.

“Faithful Generations: Race and New Asian American Churches”
Invited book panelist presented at the Association of Asian American Studies Annual Meeting, New York,
NY, April 2007.

“Review of When Women Come First”
Author Meets Critics Session, Pacific Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Oakland, CA March 2007.

“Asian American Ministers of Multiethnic Churches and Racialized Multiculturalism”
Juried paper presented with Michael Chan at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Meeting,
Portland, OR, October 2006.

“Review of “A Mosaic of Believers: Diversity and Innovation in a Multiethnic Church”
Meet the Author Session at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Meeting, Portland, OR,
October 2006.

"Occupational Hazards: Staying in the 'Hood - Youth Ministry in S.F. Chinatown"
Juried paper presented with Dean Adachi at the Asian Pacific Americans and Religion Research Initiative
Conference, Berkeley, CA, August 2006.

“Building Beloved Communities: Theologizing Oak Park’s Fences”
Invited Panel Presentation at the Spring Institute for Lived Theology, University of Virginia, April 2006.

“Asian American Youth and Political Identities”
Chair and discussant, Association of Asian American Studies Conference, Atlanta, GA, March 2006.

“Related by Faith: Asian American Ministers in a Multiethnic Society”
Juried paper presented at the Religious Research Association, Rochester NY, November 2005.

“Asian American Ministers in a Multiethnic Society” Invited presenter to the Sociology of Culture
colloquium and the Asian American Studies Department, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, November
2005.

“Faithful Generations: The Religious Construction of Chinese American Ethnic and Racial Identities”
Book Talk at the Chinese American Studies Conference, San Francisco CA, October 2005.

“Pedagogy of the Elite: Teaching Asian American Religions”
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Invited Plenary Paper at the Asian Pacific Americans and Religion Research Initiative Conference,
Chicago, IL, August 2005.

“Related by Faith: Asian American Ministers’ Religious Discourse on Multiethnicity”
Juried paper presented at the Association of Asian American Studies Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA,
April 2005.

“The Oak Park Story: Organizing a Faith-based, Multi-ethnic Community” Paper presented at the Religion
and Social Justice for Immigrants Conference, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, February
2005.

“Multiethnic Tenant Organizing: An Asian American Perspective”
Keynote Speaker, Eastern College, Philadelphia PA, April 2004.

"Multi-ethnic Tenant Organizing: The Oak Park Story"
Juried paper presented at the Association of Asian American Studies Annual Meeting, Boston MA, March
2004.

“Multiethnic Churches and Asian Americans”
Juried paper presented at the American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Atlanta GA, November 2003.

“Empowerment Strategies for non-white and non-western faith communities?”’
Participant at the "Interdisciplinary Dialogue about the City" Conference with the Seminary Consortium for
Urban Pastoral Education, Wheaton College, Chicago, IL, September 2003.

“Christian Stir-Fry? Asian American Christians Cooking Up Multiethnic Churches”
Paper presented at the Asian Pacific Americans and Religious Research Initiative Annual Conference Pacific
School of Religion, Berkeley, CA, August 2003.

“Towards A Theology of Community Organizing” Panel Presentation at the “Conference on Lived Theology
and Civil Courage,” University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, June 2003.

Respondent to panel, “Teaching Asian American Religions,” American Academy of Religion Annual
Meeting, Toronto, ONT, November 2002.
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