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Support H.R. 1373 and H.R. 2181 at House Natural Resources  
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands Hearing 

 

June 4, 2018 
 
Dear Representative,  
 
Since 1919, National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) has been the leading voice of the 
American people in protecting and enhancing our National Park System. On behalf of our more 
than 1.3 million members and supporters nationwide, I write to share NPCA’s strong support of 
H.R. 1373, Grand Canyon Centennial Protection Act and H.R. 2181, Chaco Cultural Heritage 
Area Protection Act, when they come before the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on 
National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands on Wednesday, June 5th.  
 
H.R. 1373 – Grand Canyon Centennial Protection Act: NPCA strongly supports this bill to 
protect Grand Canyon National Park, its watershed and the water sources vital to the 
Havasupai people, from the impacts of uranium mining. H.R. 1373 would make permanent the 
current 20-year ban on uranium mining for 1 million acres of land neighboring Grand Canyon 
National Park. This action will preserve for future generations the beauty and health of what is 
one of America’s most awe-inspiring landscape. Tribal leaders, business owners, local officials 
and conservation groups all support this commonsense continuation of the temporary mining 
prohibition that the Department of the Interior recognized as necessary in 2012. While the 
Grand Canyon is clearly the wrong place to mine for uranium, risking contamination of a 
national jewel, it is the right place to invest in the booming tourism and recreation industries that 
employ thousands of Americans and bring hundreds of millions of dollars to rural communities. 
 
H.R. 2181 – Chaco Cultural Heritage Area Protection Act: Chaco Culture National Historic Park 
is a unique landscape that tells the story of one of North America’s oldest and most 
sophisticated cultures, has an internationally renowned dark sky, and was recognized as a 
world-class cultural landscape with its designation as a World Heritage Site in 1987.  The 
landscape is sacred ancestral homeland to Pueblo Tribes and is rich in cultural and archeological 
sites, some still unknown and undiscovered. NPCA strongly supports the Chaco Cultural 
Heritage Area Protection Act to withdraw the lands around the historical park, within an 
approximate ten-mile Protection Zone, from further oil and gas development by the Bureau of 
Land Management. Withdrawal of over 316,000 acres of oil, natural gas, coal and other minerals 
owned by the federal government within the proposed Chaco Protection Zone will preserve 
scared sites of great significance to human history, help address some of the public health 
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concerns of neighboring communities and tribes, and ensure the park’s exceptional resources 
are protected. 
 
Additionally, H.R. 2181 recognizes the need for additional studies and protective measures to 
address health, safety and environmental concerns, while calling for an end to the oil and gas 
industry’s land grab by returning non-producing lands back to the public where they belong. We 
should not allow our cultural legacy to become an island in a sea of oil and gas development, 
development whose negative impacts disproportionately impact communities in northern New 
Mexico.   
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Please contact Natalie Levine at nlevine@npca.org if you 
have any questions or concerns.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ani Kame’enui 
Director of Legislation and Policy 
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