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April 2, 2019 
 
The Honorable Deb Haaland     
Chairwoman - House Subcommittee National Parks, Forest, and Public Lands 
Natural Resources Committee  
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Don Young 
Ranking Member - House Subcommittee National Parks, Forest, and Public Lands 
Natural Resources Committee  
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairwoman Haaland and Ranking Member Young: 

 
I write to express strong support for H.R. 434, the Emancipation National Historic Trail Act, introduced by 

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee. Enactment of this bill will make possible an Emancipation National Historic Trail, which 
will extend 51 miles from the historic Osterman Building and Reedy Chapel in Galveston, Texas, along Highway 3 and 
Interstate 45, north to Freedmen’s Town and Emancipation Park in Houston, Texas.  This trail follows the migration route 
taken by newly-freed slaves from the Galveston, Texas a major nineteenth century port to the vibrant settlement of 
Freedmen’s Town, which is today the Fourth Ward of Houston, in the 18th Congressional District. 

 
 The Emancipation National Historic Trail would be the first trail in the southwest United States that recognizes the 
role of African Americans in the legacy of freedom in the United States. An Emancipation Historic Trail designation would 
bring national recognition to a period of history when our nation took significant strides to make real the promise of our 
nation’s founding documents attesting to the rights of all to live free. 
 
  Sparked by the desire to have a place to commemorate the anniversary of their emancipation, known as 
Juneteenth, former slaves and community members in the Third and Fourth Wards led by Reverend Jack Yates, Richard Allen, 
Richard Brock, and Reverend Elias Dibble united to raise $1,000 in 1872 to purchase 10 acres of park land to host Juneteenth 
Celebrations. Emancipation Park is the most historic and culturally significant park in the city of Houston and was formerly 
one of the only communal spaces for Blacks in Houston. Over the years, Emancipation Park’s immediate surrounding area 
experienced an economic boom, where many Black owned and frequented businesses, financial institutions and venues 
flourished in Houston’s Third Ward.  Emancipation Park is significant, not only as a ritual of remembrance and celebration, 
but also as an early act of exercising the rights of property ownership, commerce and cooperative economics amongst Blacks, 
which were formerly denied, known in our nation’s founding documents as “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”.  
The Emancipation National Historic Trail would serve as an invaluable opportunity to share rich cultural, social, historical and 
economic strides that have shaped society in the past and present. Thank you for your consideration in this designation. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Ramon Manning, Board Chairman - Emancipation Park Conservancy 
 
Cc: Lucy Bremond, Executive Director - Emancipation Park Conservancy 
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