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ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION DEGREE
(if applicable)

RECEIPT DATE FIELD OF STUDY
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Cruces, NM, United States

Postdoctoral
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09/2004 Geophysics

Columbia University, New York, NY,
United States PHD 09/2001

Earth and
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Columbia University, New York, NY,
United States MS 09/1998

Earth and
Environmental
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Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO,

United States BA 05/1993 Physics

Appointments and PositionsAppointments and Positions
2018 - present Research Professor & Director, Alaska Earthquake Center, University of Alaska

Fairbanks, Fairbanks, Alaska, United States
2012 - present State Seismologist, Alaska Earthquake Center, Fairbanks, AK, U.S.
2012 - 2018 Research Associate Professor, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks, AK,

U.S.
2004 - 2011 Research Assistant Professor, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks, AK,

U.S.
2001 - 2004 Postdoctoral Fellow, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM, U.S.
2001 - 2001 Postdoctoral Fellow, Columbia University, New York, NY, U.S.
1996 - 2001 Graduate Research Assistant, Columbia University, New York, NY, U.S.
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1. Karasozen E, West ME. Toward the Rapid Seismic Assessment of Landslides in Coastal
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3. Grapenthin R, West ME, Freymueller J. The Utility of GNSS for Earthquake Early Warning in
Regions with Sparse Seismic Networks. The bulletin of the Seismological Society of America :
BSSA. 2017; 107(4):1883-1890. Available from:
https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/ssa/bssa/article/107/4/1883/354069/The-Utility-of-GNSS-for-
Earthquake-Early-Warning DOI: 10.1785/0120160317

4. West ME, Bender A, Gardine M, Gardine L, Gately K, Haeussler P, Hassan W, Meyer F,
Richards C, Ruppert N, Tape C, Thornley J, Witter R. The 30 November 2018 Mw 7.1
Anchorage Earthquake. Seismological Research Letters. 2020; 91(1):66-84. Available from:
https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/ssa/srl/article/91/1/66/574259/The-30-November-2018-Mw-7-
1-Anchorage-Earthquake DOI: 10.1785/0220190176

5. Kharita A, Denolle M, West M. Discrimination between icequakes and earthquakes in southern
Alaska: an exploration of waveform features using Random Forest algorithm. Geophysical
Journal International. 2024 May 01; 237(2):1189-1207. Available from:
https://doi.org/10.1093/gji/ggae106 DOI: 10.1093/gji/ggae106
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1. Quigley C, West M. The Seismic Record of Wind in Alaska. Bulletin of the Seismological

Society of America. 2023 October 24. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1785/0120230097
DOI: 10.1785/0120230097

2. Grapenthin R, West M, Tape C, Gardine M, Freymueller J. Single‐Frequency Instantaneous
GNSS Velocities Resolve Dynamic Ground Motion of the 2016 Mw M w 7.1 Iniskin, Alaska,
Earthquake. Seismological Research Letters. 2018 April 11; 89(3):1040-1048. Available from:
https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/ssa/srl/article/89/3/1040/530132/Single-Frequency-
Instantaneous-GNSS-Velocities DOI: 10.1785/0220170235

3. Bartholomaus TC, Larsen CF, O"Neel S, West ME. Calving seismicity from iceberg–sea
surface interactions. Journal of Geophysical Research: Earth Surface. 2012 December 22;
117(F4). Available from:
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1029/2012JF002513 DOI:
10.1029/2012JF002513

4. West M, Sánchez JJ, McNutt SR. Periodically triggered seismicity at Mount Wrangell, Alaska,
after the Sumatra earthquake. Science. 2005 May 20;308(5725):1144-6. PubMed PMID:
15905395.

5. Schaefer L, Coe J, Wikstrom Jones K, Collins B, Staley D, West M, Karasozen E, Miles C,
Wolken G, Daanen R, Baxstrom K. Kinematic Evolution of a Large Paraglacial Landslide in the
Barry Arm Fjord of Alaska. Journal of Geophysical Research: Earth Surface. 2023 November /;
128(11):e2023JF007119. Available from:
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2023JF007119 DOI:
10.1029/2023JF007119
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       Serve as State Seismologist for Alaska. In addition to trying to execute the earthquake
monitoring priorities of the state, this includes frequent and routine interviews with media on a wide range of earthquake, landslide, and tsunami topics.
    
     
       Served as a commissioner or chair of the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission. (2013-2020)
    
     
       Created and led multiple workshops including the 200-person "Symposium on the 2018 M7.1 Anchorage Earthquake", the 2015 "Alaska's Next Big Earthquake" workshop, the 2017 "Alaska's Next Big Earthquake & Tsunami: Mitigating Impacts" workshop, and the 2023 "Earthquake Early Warning in Alaska - What it Would Take" workshop. 
    
     
       Engage in the development of federal legislation both individually and through the SSA Government Relations Committee on bills related to earthquakes, landslides, and tsunamis.
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