


Ore e a e developm hundre? years across federal, state, tribal, and allotment lands, the oil

deve lopment a as encroached Chaco Canyon for petrochemical exploration and

impor tan t te the e e of extraction has harmed the land and the cultural landscape
n e e d and irrepl ? people Pueblos, and Tribes who claim cultural affi l iation to the

fedecal lands Pp aren e landscape. Unfortunately, upwards of 90 percent o f available

Canyon w i th a n minerals have been leased for development surrounding Chaco

F u r t h e r m o r out a n o n cumulative environmental and ethnographic analyses.

f r o n t l ine N ina equate environmental analyses and measures have subjected our
: avajo communit ies to severe negative health impacts and depletion of

i m p o r t a n t water systems vital to livelihood, agriculture, and many cultural practices.
The increased mineral development has prought immense challenges to my personal

heal th and the future vi ta l i ty of my community.

Therefore, as a Diné citizen, I extend my strong support for the 2023 public land order

f r o m the Depar tment of the Inter ior (DOD to administratively withdraw federal lands in

an approx imate 10-mile withdrawal area surrounding Chaco Culture NationalH is to r i ca l

Park and including its outliers for a 20-year term. And, I strongly support the Honoring
Chaco In i t ia t ive (HCI ) as an ongoing effort to create better land co-management

practices in the Greater Chaco Region. DOI?s June 2, 2023 administrative wi thdrawal
decision comes after long standing Navajo Allottee and community calls to address

legacy impacts of oil and gas leasing. This effort preserves Navajo Nation and Allottees
r ights to seek mineral development on their own land, and supports Navajo N a t i o n
resolut ions f rom the Eastern Navajo Agency Council, Counselor Chapter, Ojo Encino

Chapter, D i l kon Chapter, and Torreon/Star Lake Chapter. It supports the status quo of

yearly Congressional appropriations morator ium language that prevents the Bureauo f
Land Management from uti l izing resources to conduct mineral leasing on public lands

wi th in the wi thdrawal area, and finally supports Pueblo and Diné Solidarity.

II]. Impacts

Since 2013, local Navajo Chapter Houses have adopted Resolutions calling upon the
federal government including Congress and DOI to initiate steps towards better land

m a n a g e m e n t and prevention of fur ther leasing on Public Lands under certain
conditions, including the support for Navajo Nation and Allottees to continue exploring

options for oil and gas leases. These calls to action derived from communi ty members

experiencing declining air quality through venting and flaring of oi l and gas
dship leading to thousands of abandoned oil wells,

development wi thout much stewar
and increased vehicular traffic o f industrial oil and gas semi-trucks. There ism a j o r

concern that oi l and gas wells are depleting and contaminating community aquifers by

multistage hydraulic fracturing. These actions have brought forth a rise in health



complications and illnesses like cancer and respiratory problems, which increased

C O V I D deaths.

T h e cumulat ive health and environmental impacts of oil and gas extraction are

devastat ing. In 2016, the Counselor Health Impact Assessment - K?é Bee Hoézhogge Tina
sila Committee began to account for the legacy of mineral development and assess the

health complications and impacts for Diné communities. This work culminated in the

completion o f the study ?A Cultural, Spiritual and Health Impact Assessment Ofo i l
Dr i l l ing Operations in the Navajo Nation area o f Counselor, Torreon and Ojo Encino

Chapters? in 2021. The research and findings of this study were approved by the Navajo

N a t i o n H u m a n Research Rev iew Board .

The study?s f indings were numerous. Among them:

ducted in Counselor Chapter in 2018 revealed levels of

airborne formaldehyde that far exceededpermiss ib le exposure levels, levels o f

part iculate matter that routinely spiked to unhealthy and hazardous levels, as

well as the continuous presence o f VOCs, all of which can be harmful to human

respiratory health, and in the case of formaldehyde, lead to nose and throat

cancer.
e Mapping o f wells in

700 residents live wi

pollutants.e Among Counselor residents surveyed for the health impact a

the study, 90% reported sinus problems (discharge, obstruc

reported coughs, headaches, i tching/burning o f eyes, jo in t pa
disturbance; 70% reported nosebleeds and wheezing (loud breathing); 60%

reported shortness o f breath; and 42% reported itching o f skin/rash. Al l these

symptoms are consistent wi th exposure to pollution from oi l and gas product ion.
e The study also found that local Diné communi ty members (including al lotment

owners) in Counselor, Ojo Encino, and Torreon Chapters experiences ign i f i can t

cultural, spiritual, and social harms from oil and gas extraction. These include:
famil ial and community conflicts; desecration o f sacred sites; degradation o f the

ty by oil companies;land; disrespect of tr ibal sovereign concern about being able
to sustain a l ivelihood from the land; disappearance o f t radi t ional herbs and

medicines; feelings o f not being heard by federal, state, and tr ibal leaders;.
e The study found that balance and harmony in these communit ies has been

eroded by oil and gas dril l ing, deeply affecting Diné lifeways.

e Air monitoring con

Counselor Chapter in 2018 found that most of Counselor's

thin a mile of at least one oil and gas facil ity that emits

ssessmnent port ion o f

t ion and pain); 80%

in, fatigue and sleep




	17  - Rep. Leger Fernandez FTR Chili Yazzie
	17 - Rep. Leger Fernandez FTR Chili Yazzie Page 1
	Page 2 and 3 for Chilli Yazzie

	Last page Chili Yazzie



