NABIAP-11-23

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAABIK’IYATI’ STANDING COMMITTEE
25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- First Year, 2023

AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT AND NAABIK’IYATI’
COMMITTEES; RESCINDING RESOLUTION NABIJA-05-20 “OPPOSING H.R. 2181
AND S. 1079, ‘THE CHACO HERITAGE AREA PROTECTION ACT OF 2019°,
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES;” OPPOSING
THE WITHDRAWAL OF APPROXIMATELY 351,000 ACRES OF PUBLIC LAND
SURROUNDING CHACO CANYON

WHEREAS:

A. The Navajo Nation established the Resources and Development
Committee as a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as
such empowered the Resources and Development Committee with
authority to establish Navajo Nation policy with respect to
the optimum utilization of all Navajo Nation resources and to
protect the rights, interests, sacred sites and freedoms of
the Navajo Nation and People to such resources, now and for
future generations. 2 N.N.C. §§ 500(A) and (C) (1).

B. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik’iyati’ Committee as
a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such
empowered Naabik’iyati’ Committee to coordinate all federal
programs and to assist and coordinate all requests for
information, appearances and testimony relating to federal
legislation impacting the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700(3a),
701 (A) (4), 701(An) (6).

C. The Navajo Nation has a government-to-government relationship
with the United States of America, Treaty of 1868, Aug. 12,
1868, 15 Stat. 667.

D. The Navajo Nation Council approved Naabik’iyati’ Committee
Resolution NABIJA-05-20, titled, “OPPOSING H.R. 2181 AND 8S.
1079, ‘THE CHACO HERITAGE AREA PROTECTION ACT OF 2019’, UNTIL
SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES” on
January 23, 2020, which is attached as Exhibit 1.

E. The purpose of Resolution NABIJA-05-20 was to oppose federal
legislation proposing a ten-mile buffer zone around Chaco
Canyon and to offer a five-mile buffer zone as an alternative.

F. While the 24tk Navajo Nation Council sought to minimize negative
economic impacts with a smaller buffer zone, the 25th Navajo
Nation Council is concerned that any buffer zone, in addition
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to the withdrawal of public land, will have a detrimental
impact to Navajo Nation allottees by preventing the development
of new 0il and gas resources on allotments as a result of the
allotments being landlocked.

The Navajo Nation Chapters of Pueblo Pintado, Whitehorse Lake,
Lake Valley, and Nageezi (the “Chapters”) have expressed
opposition to land withdrawal and the imposition of any buffer
zone around Chaco Canyon.

The Chapters submitted resolutions in opposition to a buffer
zone as follows:

1. Resolution of Pueblo Pintado, PPC-02-2023-022, attached as
Exhibit 2;

2. Resolution of Whitehorse Lake, WHLC-2-22-033, attached as
Exhibit 3;

3. Resolution of Lake Valley, LVC-FEB12-029, attached as
Exhibit 4; and

4. Resolution of Nageezi, NC-23-032, attached as Exhibit 5.

The Chapters recognize the detrimental economic impact to the
Navajo allottees should a buffer zone of any size be imposed
around Chaco Canyon. If a buffer zone is adopted, the Navajo
allottees who rely on the income realized from oil and gas
royalties will be pushed into greater poverty.

Pueblo Pintado and Nageezi Chapters also challenge the need
for a buffer zone based on the current fence line that serves
as a boundary to safeguard Chaco Canyon, as indicated in
Exhibits 2 and 5, respectively.

The 25th Navajo Nation Council wishes to support the Navajo
Nation members who hold allotted land in the area around Chaco
Canyon and allow those members to maximize their economic
interests.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

The Navajo Nation rescinds Resolution NABIJA-05-23 titled,
“OPPOSING H.R. 2181 AND S. 1079, ‘THE CHACO HERITAGE AREA
PROTECTION ACT OF 2019’, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE
SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED
TO FIVE (5) MILES.”
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B. The ©Navajo Nation opposes the United States intent of
withdrawing approximately 351,000 acres around Chaco Canyon,

C. The Navajo Nation does not support a buffer zone around Chaco
Canyon.

CERTIFICATION

I, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered
by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 25th Navajo Nation Council
at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona),
at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a
vote of 15 in Favor, and 01 Opposed, on this 27th day of April

Honorable Crystalyne Curley, Chairwoman
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

2/ /23

Date

Motion: Honorable Norman M. Begay
Second: Honorable Brenda Jesus

Chairwoman Crystalyne Curley not voting

Page 3 of 3



EXHIBIT

=

NABIJA-05-20

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAABIK’ IYATI’ STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE
24t NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -~ Second Year, 2020

AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT AND NAABIK’ IYATI’
COMMITTEES; OPPOSING H.R. 2181 AND S. 1079, “THE CHACO HERITAGE
AREA PROTECTION ACT OF 2019”, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE
SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED TO
FIVE (5) MILES

WHEREAS :

A. The Navajo Nation established the Resources and Development
Committee as a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as
such empowered the Resources and Development Committee with
authority to establish Navajo Nation policy with respect to
the optimum utilization of all Navajo Nation resources and to
protect the rights, interests, sacred sites and freedoms of
the Navajo Nation and People to such resources, now and for
future generations. 2 N.N.C. §§ 500 (A) and (C}) (1).

B. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik’iyati’ Committee as
a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such
empowered Naabik’iyati’ Committee to coordinate all federal
programs and to assist and coordinate all requests for
information, appearances and testimony relating to federal
legislation impacting the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700 (A),
701 (A) (4), TO1(A)(6).

C. The Navajo Nation has a government-to-government relationship
with the United States of America, Treaty of 1868, Aug. 12,
1868, 15 Stat. 667.

D. H.R. 2181 and S. 1079, are identical pieces of legislation in
the House and Senate of the United States 116t Congress, 135t
Session, that are intended tc enact the Chaco Cultural Heritage
Area Protection Act of 2019 (“Act”) for the purpose of
protecting archeological, sacred, and historic resources
located throughout the Greater Chaco region, which spans the
States of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Colorado. H.R. 2181
attached as Exhibit A. S. 1079 attached as Exhibit B.

Page 1 of 5



NABIJA-05-20

H.R. 2181 was introduced by a New Mexico delegation of
Congressman Lujan, with Congresswomen Torres-Small and Haaland
and Congressman Grijalva; S. 1079 was introduced by New Mexico
Senators Udall and Heinrich.

While the Act recognizes archaeological, sacred, and historic
resources located throughout the Greater Chaco region,
spanning the States of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and Colorado,
the Navajo Nation’s cultural connection and affiliation to the
Greater Chaco Canyon area is omitted and the role of Chaco
Canyon in Navajo life and ceremony is ignored.

The Act notes that many Pueblos and Indian Tribes claim
cultural affiliation with the Chacoan people, but does not
recognize the Navajo Nation even though the greater part of
the “Chacoan World” is within the boundaries of the Navajo
Nation reservation and aboriginal territory, primarily in the
Eastern Navajo Agency. '

The Act does not include any plans to protect sites other than
Chacoan sites even though there are literally hundreds, if not
thousands, of historic and contemporary places within the
proposed 10-mile buffer zone where traditional Navajo
ceremonies have taken place; where traditional Navajo
offerings are made (sacred places, such as springs, rock
formations); where sacred and herbal medicines and foods are
collected by Navajo people. The use of these sacred places,
plants and water resources can be traced through the teachings
and traditions that came from the Chacoans who became certain
Navajo <clans. See Report by Navajo Nation Heritage and
Historic Preservation Department attached as Exhibit C.

The Act does not recognize Navajo ceremonial and cultural
traditions even though there are many present-day Navajo Holy
Way (Diyin k’ehgo) ceremonies that can trace a part of their
origins to Chaco Canyon or Chacoan Outliers. These ceremcnies
include: + ‘Atsajil (Eagle Way) * Diné biniichi’ji (Navajo Wind
Way) ¢ Dzitk’iji (Mountain Top Way) + Na’at’oyee (Shooting
Way) * Tdoee (Water Way) <+ Ti’ééji (Night Way) +» Anaa’jl (Enemy
Way) . Exhibit C.
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The Navajo Nation has been an exemplary steward of the cultural
resources throughout Navajo lands, including the area around
Chaco Canyon, and has a history of working to protect
archaeological, sacred, and historic resources located in the
Greater Chaco region. For example, between 1992 and 2014, the
Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department had a Chaco
Protection Sites Program whose primary objective was to
oversee Chaco Protection Sites on Navajo land. The Program
was authorized by Congress pursuant to P.L. 96-550 which
identified thirty-nine (39) Chaco “great houses” with more
than half of such “great houses” located on Navajo lands. The
remainder of the “great houses” are spread amongst U.S. Forest
Service (USFS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), State of New
Mexico, and private lands. Exhibit C.

The Chaco Protection Sites Program was administered through a
cooperative agreement with the National Park Service (NPS)
wherein the Navajo Nation and the NPS both agreed to
“coordinate and mutually assist in protection and resource
management actions” within the Chacoan Canyon NPS unit and on
Navajo lands and to comply with all applicable Federal and
Tribal laws in the preservation of historic and prehistoric
sites. Exhibit C.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and BLM are bound by the
National Historic Preservation Act (1966, as amended) to
identify and manage cultural resources within their
jurisdictions and on federal lands, the BIA (for Individual
Indian Allotments) and the BLM are required to consult with
the Navajo Nation on any effects of mineral extraction
activities on cultural resources. Exhibit C.

The Act’s restrictions on extraction operations within the ten
mile buffer will have a severe negative economic impact on
Navajos owning allotted lands within the buffer zone whose
livelihood is derived from royalty payments for oil and gas
development on their individually-owned lands.

While the Act says it will not affect the mineral rights of an
allottee, it will not allow the people to capitalize on their
resources because they will not be able to transport the
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resources out. The Navajo Nation and the people should be
compensated for the loss of opportunity.

All the needed improvements for the Navajo communities are
ruled out in advance. Which will make it harder to serve the
Navajo people and provide a better quality of life.

Navajo Nation local governments in and near the Act’s impact
area, 1i.e., Huerfano Chapter, Lake Valley Chapter, Nageezi
Chapter, Pueblo Pintado Chapter, White Rock Local Government,
and Eastern Navajo Agency Council, all fear the severe negative
economic consequences to their Navajo members 1livelihood,
sustainability and well-being that will be imposed on their
communities by the Act’s 10 mile buffer zone; and have passed
resolutions, attached as Exhibit D, imploring that the buffer
zone to be reduced to five (5) miles.

A data page from the Federal Indian Minerals Office is attached
as Exhibit E. ’

’

The Federal Indian Minerals Office has supplied the figures on
the number of allottees who are affected by the 10 mile buffer
zone and the proposed 5 mile buffer zone. See Exhibit E.

HR-1158, The Consclidated Appropriations Act 2020; PL116-93
approved funding for $1 million dollars for a Cultural
Resources Study within the proposed 10-mile buffer zone. The
Navajo Nation requests the Department of Interior to allocate
the majority of this funding for a Navajo cultural resources
study as this proposed 10-mile buffer is entirely within Navajo
Nation lands and jurisdiction. The Navajo Nation also reguests
BLM to provide an updated map of the proposed 10-mile and 5-
mile buffer zone compromise, outlining the number of Navajo
allottees that will be affected by this buffer =zones. The
Navajo Nation also requests the Department of Interior to
complete official Tribal Consultation on the Navajo Nation.

The Navajo Nation finds it in the best long-term interests of
the Navajo People and their communities that the Act’s buffer
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zone surrounding the Chaco Culture National Historical Park be
reduced to 5 miles.

The Navajo Nation finds it in the best long-term interests of
the Navajo People and their communities to oppose the Act until
such time as the buffer zone surrounding the Chaco Culture
National Historical Park is reduced to 5 miles.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

The Navajo Nation respectfully opposes “The Chaco Heritage Area
Protection Act Of 2019%”, H.R. 2181 and S. 1079, until such time
as the buffer zone surrounding Chaco Cultural National
Historical Park is reduced to five (5) miles.

The Navajo Nation respectfully requests the United States
Congress and Senate, specifically Congressmen Lujan and
Grijalva, Congresswomen Torres-Small and Haaland, and Senators
Udall and Heinrich, to take all steps necessary to amend H.R.
2181 AND S. 1079 so that the buffer zone surrounding Chaco
Cultural National Historical Park is reduced to five (5) miles.

CERTIFICATION

I, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered
by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 24th Navajo Nation Council
at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona),
at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a
vote of 18 in Favor, and 01 Opposed, on this 23 day of January
2020.

Pamon, Chairman
iyati’ Committee

Motion: Honorable Vince James
Second: Honorable Elmer P. Begay

Chairman Seth Damon not voting
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T provide o the sathdraswal snd prstection of eertain Federal nnd i
the State of New Mevieo

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

AppiL i, 2014
Lraas tor nmsddf, Ms ToriEs SAald, of New Mexiea, Mo Thaabasi,

aned Mo Ginpbaat s antrodiesd the dlownpe Tall whid was weterred 1
the Cutimm®es o Navaral Hesvgees

A BILL

To provide for the withdrawal and protection ol eertam
Flederal Tind in the State of N Mexteo.

Do A8 enacted by the Scuate aad Honse of Repreesento-
Loves of the Updtedd States of Ve e o Closigress cesseabited,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Aet iy be eited s the Chaco Cultiaal Hepit-
ave Neea Protection et ot 20197,
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Conuress nds that—

(r there are archeotosieal, saered, amd historne

resotirees located thronvhont the Greater Chuaco ve-
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gion, whicli spans the Stiates of New Mexien, Ari-
zona, b, and Colorda;

12) the Cluen Calioare National Historieal Park,
aounit of the National Park Svstems and o United
Nitions Edueational, Scientifiv amd Cultaral Organi-
ration World Heritawe Site, s known around the
world-——

A for nmlti-story buildings constructed
by the Chacoan people that are still standingg
and

113 ax the nerve center of o enltvre that
spread throughont and dominated the Foar
Corners area durtoe the 9th, 10, amd 11th
centiries;

3 the Chaeoan people built hundreds of miles
of roads mud o network of villages, shirines, and eon-
nmmnications sites, nuny of which are still visible;

(4) mamy Pueblos and Indinn Pribes in the
Fowr Corners area chinm cultural affilintion with,
and are deseended from, the Chaeonn peaple;

(5 the Limndseape aronnd  the Chaco Caltae:
National Thstorical Park melides Innudeeds of intep-
nationally  and nationally signilieant enltweal re-
sorrees,  inchding  prehistorie roads,  communities,

andd shrines—
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) many of which arve related to the re-
sonrees found i the Chaco Colture Naotional
Iistoriead Park, ineluding the pesonrees pecoge-
nized by the mnendiment made by section 3 of
the Clhaeoan Ontliers Protection et oft 18505
{16 U.S.00 41010 note; Publie Law 101-11)
providing for additional Chaco Colture Aveheos
logical Protection Sites:

(I o stgnificant number of whieh are con-
centrated  withine the pedinte area sar-
rovunding the Chiaeo Caltare National Thistorieal

|

Pavk: and

10y that are commonly recognized by ar-
ehieolugists;

161 long cousiderad one of the best plaees Tor
stirazing o the world, Chaes Cultaee National
Historieal Park—

A i 109, established o night skies pro-
tection  initintive and interpretive. program to
grroetect the nivht sky in the area of the Chaen
Culture National Histoviesd Paeky anad

(1 i 200138, was certilied as oan faters

national Darle Sky Park;
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(7)) the Greater Chaeno Frndseape in the State of
New Mexivo extends bevond Chaceo Calture National
Historieal Park and encompasses—

GV doeal conumanities, inehding 'aeblos
and Indian Tribes; and

(I3 public land, whielh ineludes additional
vultural resonrees and sacred sites;

{(8) for over THE vears, the Federal Government
has recognized the importanee of the sea in which
the Chacoan people Tived and has acted 1o protect
historie and sacred <ites i the area, ineluding—

() Chaco Canvon, which was desiennted
as o National Monument in 1907 and as the
Chiaco Culture National Thistorieal Park o
1O,

{13) the Aztee Buins, whieh was desienited
as o Natioual Monament in 1923 and expanded
e eneh of 1928, 1930, 1945, and 1988 and

(¢ the 39 Chaen Caltmre Necheological
Protection Sites designited in 1H95;

(9) vecownizes that the stanbaad Tor Tribad one
sultation s onthmed i Exeentive Ordios 13175 (25
U0 03001 mote; eeliting to consultation aand e

ordination with Indu Teibal zovernenis):.
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(1O extensive naturt gas development has oes
enrred i the Greater Chavo region that affeet the
health, satety ceanomies, and guality of life ot local
FOIMIes:

11 renewed interest in oil exploration and pro-
duction within the Mancox/Gallup Shale play has -
creased the potential fopr—

() signilicant impaets on resourees and
visitor experiencees at the Chaeo Calture Na-
Gonad Thstorieal Park: and

113 additional tmpacts on Joeal commnm-
nities i the Greater Chaceo region, inelading
Pueblos sid Todiian Tribes:

120 a mneral withdreawal i the fandseap:
aronnd the Chaeo Calture Natiomsd Thistorieal Park
worthl proevent leasing ;ntnul development in the junnne
dinte sres steronndinge the Clineo Chidtaee National
Historical Park, which woald proteet vesonrees and
visitor experiences at the Chaco Cualture National
Historieal Pack; and

1) additional studies sl protective measires
should be undertaken to address health, sadety, and
covirontnental inpaets on commnnities il inferests
ot Puclitos and Indion "Priles in the Greater Chaeo

lndseape
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SEC. d. DEFINITIONS.
T this et
(1) CoVERED  LEasiE—The  term Ueovered
fense” means any il and gas lease tor Federal
Lind—

YY) o whieh drilling n[nq‘mvinns have 1ot
been vommeneed before the end of the primury
tertn of the apphicable Jease:

(B that ix not produeing oil or gas i pay-
ing quantities; and

(Y that s not subject 1o valid coopera-
tive or unit plan of develupment or operation
eertificd by the Sceretary to he necessary.

2) FEDERAL LAND.—

(A IN GeENERAL—The  term UFederad
Lond™ menns—

G oany Federal land or nderest an

Federat land that is within the boundaries

of the Chineo Calturad Heritage Withdrawal

Aren, as depietod on the Map: and

Gi) any land or interest in dand o-
eated within the boundaries of the Chaco

Cudtigend Tleritaee Withdeawal Area, as de-

picted on the Map, that is acequired by the

Federal Government after the date of en-

actment of this et
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(1) Lxcrrsion.—The  term UEFederal
land" does not_inelude trist land (s defined in
seetion 3765 of tithe 35, United States Code).
3 Mar —"The term SMap” means the map
prepared by the Burean of Land Manhagement enti-
tledd " Clieo Caltural Heritage Withdrawal Aren”

aned datand ‘;\;n'il 22014,

(1) SECRETARY.—The term Secretary’ meians
the Sceeretary of the Interior,
SEC. 4. WITHDRAWAL OF CERTAIN FEDERAL LAND IN THE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO.

G Iy GENERAL—Suhjeet to any vilid  existing
rights, the Federal longd s withdrawn from—

(11 all forms of entry, appropriation, and dis-
posal under the pubilic Tand lines:
() oeation, centev, and patent under nunngy

Tonws: o

3 operation of the mineral lensing, mineral
naterinds, and geothermal feasing laws,

(hy AvATLARILETY oF Map —The Map shall beode
avitilnble Lo inspeetion at eaeh appropreinte offiee of the
Burcau of Farnd Management,

(0] CONVEYANCE ol IPEDERAL Laxp 1o INDIAN
TriLES. —Notwithstanding subseetion ta), the Seeretay

iy copsey the Federal owd to, or exehonwe the Federal

eltfd 2iHl IH
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land with, an Indian 'l‘l"ilh' in aceordinee with a resouree
manageinent plan that is approved as of the date o enaet-
ment of this Aet, as subsequently devidoped, amended, or
revised i oaccordanee with the l"(‘tlvvml Land Poliey anel
Management Aet of 1976 ¢85 US.C 1701 e seqn) and
any other applicable Jaw,

SEC. 5. Ol AND GAS LEASE MANAGEMENT,

G TERMINATION 0F NON-PRODUCING LEASES. —.J\
covered lease—

(1) shall antonudically terminate by operation
of law pursuant tno seetion 1700 of the Mineral
Leaxing Aet (30 17507, 2260e¢)) and subpart 310x
of title 13, Code of Federal Regulations (or s
cessor regtlations): and

{2) may not he extended by the Seeretary,

1) WEFITDRAWAL OF TERMINATED, RELINQUISHELD,
ORCACQUIRED LEASES.—Any portion of the Fedeal Tand
subject 1o a coverad lease terminated nnder subsvetion Ga)
or otherwise or relinguished or acquived by the Paited
Qtates on or after the date of enactiment of thiv et s
withdranwn from—

(11 all forms ol entey, appropriation, and dis-
posal under the public land Inws;

(21 location, entey, amd patent andermining

aws; and

o138 2181 HH



Y
10

SEC.

Y

() operation of the mineral leasing, mineral
materialy, and geothermal leasing Eows,
6. EFFECT.

Nothing i this Net—

(1) affeets the mineral rvights of can Indian
Tribe or memher of an Indiin Tribe to trust lnnd
or allotiment land; or

(21 precludes improvements to, or rights-of-way
for water, power, or o development o, the Fed-
eral nd to assist commmuities adjaeent to or in the

vieinity of the Jederal Taod,

L
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To provade tor the wahdrawnd anel pvbecting or eeetain Federn! tand m

e Ntate of New Nesgon

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNIPPED STATIEES
A v, ol
Mre Upsang, tior hesedt aned Mo THinaaer, antenedipeed the fodbovine ball

whieh swas veaod twres sd seteered o the Congrat e an Bneres sund Nat-

sl l(-‘\l TN

A BILL

To provide tor the withdeawal and protection of certain

Foederal Tand i the State of Neaww Mexieo

] Do o vnactod by the Nenate aand Honse af e pare se it

rves ot the Uaated Stadis of Vo ries 1o Cgnegerss assembled,

1-J

3 SECTION L. SIHHORT TITLE,

1.

Thas Aet may be eited as the " Chaeo Cultural Tervit-

i 1

age Areo Protection et of 20107,

O SEC. 2, FINDINGS.

7 Conrress find<thatee—
S b there are archeologieal, saered, and historie

9] resourees lovated thronghout the Greater Chaco e
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o
gion. which spans the States of New Mexico, Ari-
zona, b, and Colorando,

12} the Chaeo Calture National Historieal Park,
a owt of the Nationad Park Svstem and a United
Nations Edueational, Scientific and Calvaral Organi-
zation World Herttage Site, i known arannd the
world—

PN o undiestory batbdings consteneted
by the Chacoan people it are still standing:
and

(1) as the gpeeve cenler of noenltaee that
sprvvind thieonvhont and dominated the Four
Corners avea duringe the 9th, 10th, amd 11t
COnrees:

13 the Chaevan people hailt inodeeds of miles
ol roieds sied o0 network of villages, shirtnes, and come
mnnications sites, many of whiel are still visible:

by many Pueblos and Indinn Tribes i the
Four Cornees soen eloom caltural atfiliation witly,
and e desirennodd from, the Chiacoan lwl-]:ll';

¢ the landsenpe oand the Chaeeo Claltae
Natwonal Historieal Pach nelades Tandemeds of inter
notionally and natonadly stgnifieant  eandtiral e
sonrees, anechndine prebistorte ropds, commumiies,

atned shirines-—-
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GV omany of which are related to the ves
sonrees fonnd i the Claeo Caltoree National
Histovieal Park, inelnding the resonvees peeog-
nzedl by the sunendhiment made by seetton 3 of
the Chaconn Outliers Proteetion et o 1995
i TS 4100 note, Publie Liaw 104-115
providing for additional Chaeo Cabtiae Archeo-
Forteal Protection Sites,

(B o sieanfieant annudeer of whieh are con-
contrated  within the  nmucdiate area sare-
ronnding the Cloeo Cualtwre Nattonad Hhistoreal
Pavk: and

U that are comnoondy recommized by oare-
clivnlogists;
i1 fone considercd ogne of the best places for

sargazing n the world, Chaeo Caltare National
ITistorieal 1avk—

A I 199 earablished oo niehit skivs pro-
teetion  inttiative 5ol inlurpn-t.i\v proveinn b
prrotect the el <kyoin the avea o the Chaen
Cudbiese Natjonal Thstormeal ok andd

1 e 20150 was certified axoan Tnter-

national Park Sk Park,
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(71 the Greater Chaco Tandseape in the State of

New Mexieo extends bevond Chaco Caltine National
Historical Pavk and encompusses—

() loeal cottntnnnitios, im_-hulin'.: Puehlos
amd o Pribes; aned

(13 publie land, which ineludes additional
ealtural resonrees aml sacered sites;

{51 for over 110 vears, the Federad Government
has recognized the importanee of the area in which
the Chaconn people lived and has acted 1o proteet
historie and saered sites in the area, ineluding—

CAY Chaeo Camyon, which was desigmated
as a0 Nattonal Mamnoent in 1807 and as the
Chaco Calture National Thstorieal Park i
1H50):

113) the Aztee Ruins, which was desiemated
as o National Momuonent in 1925 and expanded
e ench of 1925, 1830, TUES, and 1988 and

() the 39 Chaco Cualture Areheologiend
P'rotection Sites destenated i 1995,

(9 recopnizes that the standared for Treibal con-
sultation s ontlined in Executive Order 13175 (25
US0 0001 notes velating to consultation and co-

orditsttion with Tndizoy Teibal goverinentsy;
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(L) extensive matural gas development has oe-
curred in the Greater Chaco region that affeet the
health, safety, ceonomies, amd guadity of life of loeal
connnties;

(1) rencwed interest inoil exploration and pro-
duction within the Mancos/Gallup Shale play has in-
creased the porential for—

(V) signtficant tmpacts on resourees and

visttor expericnees ot the Chaco Culture N

tional Thstorieal Park: and

(1) additional impacis on Joeal commme-
nities in the Greater Chaco vegion, including

Paeblos and Indian T'ribos;

12y w0 mineral withdeawal i the landseape
aronnd the Chaco Cultare National Thstorical Park
wonld prevent leasing aid development in the innne-
dinte area siwerounding the Chaeo Caltiee National
Historieal Pack, which would protect resoirees and
visitor experiences at the Chaeo Calture National
Ihstorieal Pacl: ol

1) adiditional studies wnd protective measires
shoubl be nndertaken to address health, safiy, and
enviromnental impacts on commmnities and interests
of” Puchlos and Indian Tribes in the Greater Chaeo

Jinndseape,
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SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.
In this Aet:

(1) CovERED  LEasE—~The  term “eoversd
lesise™ neans any oil ad was lease tor Federal
Latid—

GV on whieh deilling opertions ive not
heen commenced hefore the end of the primary
term of the applicable fease:

(1) that is not produeing oil or wis o pay-
g qll:lllli!il'.\'; T

(0 that s not subjeet ta a valid conperi-
tive o undt plan of development or operation
certifiend by the Secrctary to be necossary,

(2 MEDERAM, LAND —

Y OIN aENtaL—The tern Uederal
Lol ineinnse—

(1 any Federal Lund or interest in

Federal Tand that s within the boundaries

of the Chaco Cultural Heritage Withdeawal

Arcin, as depicted on the Map: s

fad any land or interest e st bos
cated withun the boundaries of the Chiaeo

Culvaest Hemtawe \Withdewal i, as des

pricted on the Map, that s acopnired by thee

Federal Govermment after the date of en-

setient of this Aet,

e 1OTH N
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(13)y  LxeresioN—The  term FPederal
™ does not include trast land (as defined a0
section 3700 of title 3%, 'nited Statex Code).
(3) Mar—The term “Map™ means the map

prepared by the Burean of Land Management onti-

thed “Chaco Cultvaal Hevitagee Withdrawal  Area”

and dated Npril 2, 2014,

(D) Seererary.—"Fhe term USeeretary’” menns
the Scepctary ol the Interor,
SEC. 4. WITHDRAWAL OF CERTAIN FEDERAL LAND IN TIIE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO.

(1) IN GENERAL—Sohjeet 1o any valid  existing
rights, the Federal and s withddvawn from—

(1Y all forms of entev, appropriation, and dis-
posal under the publie Lind Linws;
(2) loeation, cmrey, mnd patent ander nining

Lvws; el

(:3) operation of the mineral leasing, mineral
materials, and geothermal leaxing nws,

(hy Avaranineey o Mar —The Map shall he made
H\':l.l'hlhlt' tor ill.\‘]l’l'(‘liﬁ)ll at varh appropriate offiee of the
Burean of Land Management.

(¢) CONVEYANCE oF FEDERAL LaND TO INDIAN
Trimes—Nofwithstanding subsection (a), the Sveretary

iy corvey the Pederal Tand to, or exehange the Pederal

N 7Y IS
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Jand with, an Indian Tribe tn aceordanee with o resonree
management plan that s approved as of the date of enaet-
ment of this Aet, as subsequently developed, amended, or
pevised inaecordanee with the Foederal Land Poliey and
Management At of 1976 (43 TS0 1701 et seqg.) and
any other applieable Ly,

SEC. 5. OIL. AND GAS LEASE MANAGEMENT.

GO TERMINATION OF NON-PRODUCING LEASES.—J\
covered lease—

(1) shall antomatically terminate by operation
of law pursiznt to seetion 17(e) of tlne Mineral
Poasing Aet (30 S0 226600)) and subpart 3108
of title vlii.. Code of Federal Hegulations {or sue-
coessar regnlations): and

{20 may not be extended by the Secretary,

(hy Wrernnrawat o TERMINATED, RELINQUISHED,
orACQUIRED LEASES.—Any portion of the Federal land
subjeet 1o a covered fease terminated ander subsection ()
or othervise or relinguished or aequired by the United
States on or after the date of cnaetment of this et s
withelrawn trom— ‘

| (1) all forms of entry, appropremtion, and dis-

posal under the publie Tand Tanes;

(2) doeation, entry, and patent tndermining

Jnwss el

o8 JOTY 1IN
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(3) operation of the mineral leasing, mineral

anaterinks, and geothermal leasing bnws,
SEC. 6. EFFECT.’
Nothing in this Aet—

(1) affects the mineral rights of an Indinn
T™ribe or member of an Indian Teibe t07 tast land
ar allotment Land; or

(2) preciudes improvements to, or vights-of-way
for water, power, or road developient on, the Fed-
eral Lid to assist communities adjacent to or in the
viehity of the FPederal land.

{J
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Navajos, Anasozi, Chaco Canyon, and NNC Legisiation No. 0366-19

Richard M Begay, Dep’t Manager/THPO
Navajo Nation Heritage and Historic Preservation Department
December 18, 2019

The Navajo Nation Council Resources and Development Committee (RDC) is considering
Legislation No. 0366-19 entitled “An Action Relating to Resources and Development Naabik'fysti’
Committees: Opposing H.R. 2181 and S. 1079, ‘The Chaco Heritage Area Protection Act of 2019’, until
such time as the Buffer zone surround Chaco Cultural National Historic Park is reduced to five (5) Miles”.
The sponsor, Delegate Mark A. Freeland (Becenti, Lake Valley, Nahodishgish, Standing Rock, Whiterock,
Huerfano, Nageezi, and Crownpoint}), has requested comments from the Navajo Nation Heritage and
Historlc Preservation Department (NNHHPD) regarding his legislation.

Navajo Nation President Jonathon Nez supports the 10-Mile Buffer Zone, and | cannot disregard
his decision. However, there are some important omissions in the proposed congressional legislation
H.R. 2181. Forinstance, the legislation uses the terms “Pueblos and Indian Tribes” and does not
specifically identify the Navajo Nation, although the greater part of the “Chacoan World” is within the
Navajo Nation, mostly in the Eastern Navajo Agency. The information below is meant to inform the
Navajo Nation Council, the RDC, and others about the importance of Chaco Canyon to the Navajo
People, which is not evident in H.R, 2181,

Brief Background

NNHHPD has worked hard to protect Chacoan places before the present-day efforts to establish
a buffer zone around Chaco Culture National Historical Park. I also hope Delegate Freeland uses the
information to strengthen his proposed legislation before the Navajo Nation Council.

Chaco Canyon, with all its associated outlying places, and the people who lived there, the
Anasazi (Anaasdzi)?, are integral to the formation of the Navajo Peaple. Navajo people have an
enormous amount of oral history about Chaco Canyon. Our oral and ceremonial traditions telt us about
how the Chacoan system developed, who lived there, about the architecture, the fields of corn, squash,
and other corps, about the springs, and so on. These histories recount the cultural, social, and
ceremonial traditions at Chaco Canyon and elsewhere. The people and the teachings that came from
Pueblo Bonito {Tsé Biyah ‘Anii’ahi), Pueblo Alto (Nddhwitbiihi Bikin), Kin Ya’'a Ruin {Kin Yaa'd),
Shabik’eschee Village (Tsé Bik’e’eschl), and other Chacoan places are part of the everyday life of Navajo
People today.

! There is much public debate about the meaning of the word “Anasazi.” The base Navajo word is Anaasézi, or
simply naasazf. The word has multiple meanings In multiple contexts. Here | use Anasazi to refer to the
“prehistoric” inhabitants of the Southwest. The Navajo word is also used to refer to Paleo-Indian, Archaic,
Basketmaker to P1-PIV communittes, and other prehistoric populations in the Southwest, such as the Hohokam
Other terms currently in use for the Anasazi include Ancestral People, or Ancestral Pueblo. The Navajo Nation
objects to the term Ancestral Puebio because it erases the Navajo affiliation with the Anasazi as demonstrated
below.




The Former Chaco Protection Sites Program

Between 1992 and 2014; the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Depaitment? had a Chaco
Protection Sites Program. The program was authorized by Congress {P.L. 96-550) and administered
through a. cooperatlve agreement with National Park Service (NPS). The primary objective of the
program was to oversee Chaco Protection Sites on Navajo land. The legislation identified 39 Chaco
“great Houses.” ‘and more than half of them are on Navajo lands. The remainder are on U.S. Forest
Service (USFS) Bureau of tand Management (BLM), State of New Mexico, and private lands. In that
agreement, the Navajo Nation and the NPS agreed to “coordinate and mutually assist in protection and
respurce management actions” both within the Chacoan Canyon NPS unit and on Navajo lands. Both
parties also agreed to comply with all: applicable Federal and Tribal laws in the preservation of historic
and prehistoric sites.

Some notable projects include work at 8ig House at Manuelito Canyon, Newcomb/Ceme’tery
Ridge (prehistoric fields and irrigation system), Navajo rock art in Chaco Canyon, and other places within
the Chaco Canyon and Aztec National Monument park units. The Chaco Protection Sites Program sought
to:

e Protect sovereignty and preserve material remains of Navajo past, present, and future

«  Correct 100+ years of misinformation published/taught by anthropologists and archaeologists
about Navajo history in Southwest

» Strengthen Navajo ties to the landscape

*  Encourage respect for Navajo traditional history {songs and ceremonies)

The Navajo Nation has actively participated in the protection and management of the remains of the
Anasazi, the ancestors of certain Navajo clans?, Aside from the Chaco Program, NNHHPD has worked
closely with the NPS, as well as other affiliated tribes, to repatriate and rebury human remains and
associated funerary items within park lands. Reburial activities have taken place at Chaco Canyon, Aztec
Ruins National Monument, and Mesa Verde National Park, and other park units in the past two decades.
We have worked cooperatively with NPS and other tribes to ensure the remains and the places of the
ancestors are protected and treated with respect.

Although the Chaco Protection Sites Program no tonger exists at NNHHPD, we have used the
information collected by that program to continue to protect Chacoan sites on Navajo lands. And just as
important, we work with local Navajo residents to protect their cultural heritage, including Anasazi sites.

In 2017 and 2018, NNHHPD approached NPS to reinstate the Chaco Protection Sites Program, but
there was no interest from NPS. We will continue to pursue funding for it.

‘ The Historic Preservation Department and the Archaeology Department merged in 2016, becaming the Heritage
and Historic Preservation Department.

* The claim of Anasazi ancestry is not exclusive. The Pueblo Indians of New Mexico and the Hopi Tribe of Arizona
claim descendancy from the Anasazi, and the Navajo Nation does not dispute their claims of affiliation.




Ceremonial History

The most prominent story about Chaco Canyon is about Nddhwiitbiihi, the Gambler. In Navajo
oral history he enslaved the Chacoan people and forced them to build the structures at Chaco Canyon.
The Gambler may be a person or a group of people. In any case, the Holy People, Diyin Dine’é, groomed
a Challenger to defeat him. The story of the Challenger goes as far west as Rainbow Bridge, north of
Navajo Mountain. The teachings about the Gambler played an important role in the public discussions
about the Navajo Nation’s venture into casinos more than 20 years ago.

Many present-day Navajo Holy Way (Diyin k’'ehgo) ceremonies can trace a part of their origins to
Chaco Canyon or Chacoan Outliers. These ceremonies include:

s ‘Asdfi (Eagle Way)

s Diné binilchi’ji (Navajo Wind Way)
s Dzilk'iji (Mountain Top Way)

e Na'at'oyee (Shooting Way)

s Toee (Water Way)

e TI'é6ji (Night Way)

s Anaa'ji (Enemy Way)

Other ceremonies that are no longer practiced, or only have minor rituals, such as Afifee
(Prostitution Way), ‘lich‘ahji (Moth/Frenzy Way), Hoozhdnee (Beauty Way), Maii’ji (Coyote Way), and
Yéee (Bead Way), also reference Chacoan places.

Unfortunately, H.R. 2181 does nol mention any plans to protect sites other than Chacoan'sites.
There are literally hundreds, if not thousands, of historic and contemporary places within theproposed
10-mile buffer zone where traditional Navajo ceremanies have taken plate. Many people do not want
these areas disturbed. Additionally, there are places where traditional offerings are made (sacred places
such as springs, rock formations), and where saéred and herbal nj‘edicines and foods are collected. Other
places include eagle gathering places, ‘ovd, and antelope traps/corrals, niidziin. The use of these sacred
places and plant and water resources can be traced through the teachings and traditions that came from
the Chacoan places, from Chacoans who became certain Navajo clans.

An example of a nonstructural place that prominently figures in Navajo tradition is Fajada Butte,
Tsé Diyili. It is an imporiant place in several ceremonies, especially the Water Way, Night Way, and
Mountain Top Way ceremonies, It is the home of ‘Asdzddn Anitghdnii {Poverty woman/Woman who will
shrivel you up), and the butte should not be climbed for recreational purposes. in the early 1980s, 1 went
on top of Fajada Butte with the late Alfred Yazzie, Dabney Ford, NPS archeologist, Klara Kelley (private
consultant), and others to leave offerings. We sang songs and uttered prayers. We talked about the Sun
Dagger®, and its role in Navajo ceremonialism and cosmology.

Hozhodji (Beauty Way, but known as Blessingway, to distinguish it from Hoozhdnee, Beauty
Way, a Holy Way Ceremony} tells the story of the Navajo from the beginning, hodeeyddddd, and small
versions of it are incorporated into all Navajo ceremonies. The Blessingway narrative integrates the
totality of origins of Navajo clans and ceremonies. It includes the story of creation of the earth, and the

* The Sun Dagger is a rock image related to the tracking of the Sun's seasonal movements.




peopling of the Southwest. it tells us how to use the plants, the water, the rocks, the trees, the soil/dirt,
and so forth. Chaco Canyon is part of the story of our people, and it is a vital part of the Blessingway
ceremony. The role of Chaco Canyon in Navajo life and ceremony is not evident in H.R. 2181.

Clan Origins

The most prominent clan with origins in Chaco communities is Kinyaa‘danii (Towering House
People). They originated from Kinyaa’d, a Chacoan Qutlier near present-day Crownpoint, NM. The clan
has three well-known subdivisions: Dzif t’ahnii Kinyao’éanii (Mountainside People Kinyaa‘danii),
Dootl'izhii Dine‘é Kinyaa’danii (Turquoise People Kinyaa“danii}), and Tazhii Dine’é Kinyaa’danii (Turkey
People Kinyaa‘aanii). There may be other subdivisions of Kinyaa’danii as well. Other Navajo clans that
come from Chacoan sites include: '

o Ashiihi (Salt Clan), Pueblo Pintado, and Wijiji

e Hashk'aa hadzohf (Yucca Hill People), Pueblo Pintado, and Chaco Canyon

s Kin tichii’li (Red House People), Kinlichee Pueblo {Arizona)

e Ma’ii deeshgiizhnii {Coyote Pass People/Jemez Pueblo), Pueblo Pintado

e Ta'neeszahnii {Dark Water Plant), Salmon Ruins

e T6 ‘aheedliinii (People of the Confluence), Confluence of the San Juan and Los Pinos Rivers, and
Aztec Ruin

s Tt'izi tani (Many Goats}, Saimon Ruins

e Ttddschl’i {Red Cheek People), Chaco Canyon and surrounding area

e Tsin sikaadnii (Tree Grove People), Casamero Ruins

e Yoo'd dine’é {Bead People), Chaco Canyon and surrounding area

There may be other Navajo clans that have origins at Chacoan places. The origin places of many
Navajo clans are not documented in the existing literature. Numerous Navajo people living in the
Eastern Agency are from the clans that originated at the places mentianed above. They are concerned
about the management of Chacoan sites and should be included in the discussions related to any efforts
to establish a buffer zone around Chaco Canyon.

Conclusion

The Navajo Nation has been a good steward of the cultural resources across Navajo Nation
lands, including the area around Chaco Canyon. NNHHPD, as well as other Navajo Nation programs, the
Bureau of indian Affairs (BIA), the BLM and others are working cooperatively on the management and
protection of cultural resources in the Environmental impact Statement (EiS) for the proposed
Farmington-Mancos-Gallup Resource Management Plan Amendment (RMPA). The RMPA is for the lands
in the greater Chaco Canyon area.

Additionally, we work closely with the BLM in Farmington on all gas/oil iease sales and
Applications for Permit to Drill (APD) to ensure cultural resources are inventoried and protected. This
activity is coordinated with the BIA. The Navajo Nation has authority over Navajo Nation lands pursuant
to the Navajo Cultural Resources Protection Act (CMY-19-88), and also through a P.L. 93-638 contract




from the BIA for archaeological services, and as a designated Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO)
by the NPS’s Tribal Historic Preservation Program. On'federal lands, the BIA (for individualindian. -
Allotments) and the BLM are reqmred to consuit with the Navajo Na;ion on any effects of mineral
extraction actlvities on cultural resources The BiA and the BLM are bound by-the-National Historic
Presenfatj_on Act (1966; as amended) to identify and manage cultural.resources within their
jurisdictions. Other federal laws protect cultural resources include the Archaeological Resources
Protection Act (ARPA, 1979), as well as numerous ather legislations that govern Chacoan sites.

It is important that any fegtslation that will affect Navajo land-ise acknowledge and respect
Navajo ceremonial and cuftural traditions. | would urge Delegate Freeland to include such wording in the
proposed Legislation No. 0366-19, and also to advocate for appropriate wording in H.R. 2181.

Suggested Readings

Below is a short list of printed resources that focus on Navajo cultural history about Chaco
Canyon, and the ‘Anaasazi in general. Technical reports such as archaeological or ethnographic reports
contain much more information on local Navajo traditions and cultural history. Most of those reports
are on file at the NNHHPD office in Window Rock.

Begay, Richard M.

2004 “Tsé Biyah ‘Anii’ahi: Chaco Canyon and Its Place in Navajo History”, in In Search of Chaco: New
Approaches to an Archaeological Enigma, David Grant Noble, ed. Santa Fe: School of American
Research Press.

Brugge, David M.

1980 A History of the Chaco Navajos. Reports of the Chaco Center No. 4. Albuguerque: National Park
Service, Division of Chaco Research.

Kelley, Klara, and Harris Francis
2019 A Dine History of Navajoland. Tucson: University of Arizona Press.

Linford, Laurence D.
2000 Navgjo Places: History, Legend, Landscape. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press.

Matthews, Washington
1994 (1897) Navajo Legends. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press.

McPherson, Robert
1993  Socred Land, Sacred View. Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Press.

O’Bryan, Alleen
1993 The Dine. New York: Dover.
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HUERFANO CHAPTER # 91

P.O. BOX 968 » BLOOMFIELD, NEW MEXICO 87413 * (505) 960-1400 = FAX (505) 960-3044
RESOLUTION OF HUERFANO CHAPTER
RESOLUTION # HUE-065-19

REQUESTING U.S.SENATOR IVIARTIN HEINRICH AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER
AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2013 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED
TEN (10) MILES BUFFER 2O0NE REDUCED TO FIVE {05) MILES; AND REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR

SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (10} MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN

THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (05)

MILES BUFFER ZONE

WHEREAS:

1.

CHAFPTER PRESIDENT CHAPTER VICE PRESIDENT

Huerfano Chapter is a certified governmental entity of the Navajo Nation charges with the
responsibility to solicit, promote, and protect the interest and the welfare of the chapter and its
community pursuant to the Navajo Nation Resolution CJ20-55, December 02, 1995 and
Resolution CAP 34-98, adopting the Local Governance Act (LGA); and

Huerfano Chapter has a population of 3000 plus residents, both registered voters and non-
registered community members. The chapter is one of the largest land based chapters in
£astern Agency, Navajo Nation and has nine {09) sub-communities including Adobe, Blanca,
Bisti, Carson, Gallegos, Jacquez, Hogback, Huerfano, and Otis; and

The proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a Congressional Bill sponsored by
U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would permanently stop new oil
and gas development on federal lands within ten {10) miles of Chaco Cultural National Historic
Park; and

Navajo Allotment Land Owners of Nageezi Chapter have raised concerns that U.S. Senator Tom
Udallt and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn‘t consult with them on the proposed 2019 Chaco
Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Land Owners are still willing to sit
down with the two U.S. Senators to discuss the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act
of 2019; and

Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageezi Chapter and Counselor Chapter are being
informed that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not affect new
oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands, but Navajo
Allotment Owners know It is not economical for oil and gas companies just to have new oll and
gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands which will lead oil and gas companies to cease new

oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment lands; and

BEN WOODY JR. IRENE L. HARVEY LOIS Y. WERITO
SECRETARY & TREASURER

MARK A. FREELAND VERQONICA PARLO-TSO JERRY CASTIANO

COUNCIL DELEGATE LAND BOARD LAND BOARD



Page 03 Resolution # HUE-065-19

HUERFANO CHAPTER RESPECTFULLY REQUEST RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF
THE 24™ NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL TO SUPPORT NAGEEZI CHAPTER RESOLUTION NO. NC-18-
070.

C-E-R-T-I-F-1-C-A-T-I-O-N

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly presented and discussed at a duly call
meeting of Huerfano Chapter, Navajo Nation {New Mexico), at which a quorum was present, as
same was passed by votes of 14 in favor, 00 opposed, and 04 abstentions, this 08th day of
September 2019.

Motion by: Pauline McCauley
Second by: Raymond Charley

AR F P2

Ben Woody Jr., Chapter President trene L. Harve;,rChamer Vice-President
St 2y Fipee s>

Lois Y. V(erito, Secretary/Treasurer Mark Freeland, Council Delegate




THE NAVAJO NATION JONATHAN NEZ
President
MYRON LIZER
Vice President

' LLAKE VALLEY CHAPTER
Mark Frecland, Council Delegate; Tony Padiliz, President; Edisen Tso, Vice President; Betty S. Dennison,
Secretary/Treasurer; Janice Padilla, Land Board; Nancy Brown, Accounts Maintenance Specialist; CSC-Vacant

LVC-0CT20-047 RESOLUTION OF LAKE VALLEY CHAPTER

SUPPORT REQUEST TO CONGRESSIONA LEADERS {U.S. SENATORS MARTIN HEINRICH & TOM UDALL) TO CONSIDER
AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN
(10} MILES BUFFER 20NE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES; AND REQUESTING TO THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID
BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL
HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2018, BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (5) MILES BUFFER ZONE OF OIL & GAS DEVELOPMENT
ON THE NAVAJO ALLOTMENTS LAND.

WHEREAS:

1. Lake Valley Chapler is a certified Navajo Nation Chapler Government, which was created pursuant 10 the Navajo Nation
Council Resolution No. C-J25-55 and is delegated governmental authorily with respect lo local matters consistent with
Navajo laws, including customs, traditions, and fiscal matters; and

2. Lake Velley Chapter is empowered by the Navajo Nalion Councl fo review all matters affecling the community to make
{avorable decisions in the bost Interest for the general health, safety and weifare of chapter membership through
implementation solutions for economic development, cultural preservation, recreation, solid waste managemont, ciderly
care, quality housing, public salety; road maintenance; and

3. Lake Vafley Chapler communily understands that in pursuanl to the Navajo Nation Code {NNC) Tille 26, Local Govemanco
Act, which alffows chapters to maka decisions over local malters. This authority in the long run alf improve community
decision-making by allowing committees to excel and flourish, enablo Navajo leaders lo lead loward a prosperous fulute,
and improve lhe sirenglh and sovercignty of the Navajo Nation; through adoption of this Act, chaplers are compelled to
govem with responsibility and accountabllity 1o the local cilizens; and

4. lake Valley Chapter community undorstands proposed 2018 Chaco Cullural Heritage Proteclion Act is a Congressional Bill
spoasored by U.S. Senators Tom Udadt and U.S. Senator Martin Helarich that would permanentaly stop new oil and gas
development on federal tands within 1en (10) miles of Chaco Culttural National Historical Park; and

5. Lake Valley Chapter community understands the Navajo Aliotment Land owners of Nageezi Chapter have raised concemns
that U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senalor Martin Heinrich didn't consult with the land owners on the proposed 2019
Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Alloiment Land owners are still willing to sit down with the two U.S.
Senators fo discussed proposed Chaco Cullural Heritage Protection Act of 2019; and

6  Lske valley Chapter communily understands that the Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageez Chapter and
Counselor Chapler are belng told that proposed Chaco Cuttural Heritage Protection Act al 2019 will not affect new oll and
gas development on Navajo Allotnent Lands and Navajo Trust Lands, bul the Navajo Allotment Owner know it is not
econormical for oil and gas comparies just fo have new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands which wil lead
oil and gas companies 1o coase new oif and gas development on Navajoe Alfolment Lands, and

7. Leke Valley Chapter community understands that the Navajo Alloiment Land Owners have el with Cai Curlay, Staff to
U.S. Senator Tom Udall and Jim Dumont, Staff to U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich, at Nageezi Chapter to express their
concems on proposed Chaco Cultural Hesitage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Land Owners believe their
concems are not being conveyed to U.S. Senator Tom Udalt and U.S. Senator Martin Hetn rich; and




LVC-OCT20-047 (Proposed Chacg Culturat Heritae Protection Adt of 2019}, Lake Valley Chapter Pagn 2

8. Lake Valley Chapter communily undorstands the Navajo Allotment Lend Owners expressed their concems that the Chaco
Cuttural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will infringe on their royalty payments they are recelving from oil and gas
develapment on their allotment lands. The Navajo communilies, indluding the Navajo Reservalion has always beenina
very depressed economic stalo and such development of natural resources benefit Navajo families by improving their
livetihood; and

8. Lake Valley Chapter communlly undorstands the Navajo Allotment Land Owners are concerned Lhat self-serving special
interest organizations are violaling the rights of Navajo Allotmen: Land Owners. That such publicized demonstrations and
meelings by these special interest an culside groups have over shadowed the Navajo Nlomwm Land Owners whom
currenlly benefitting from oft and gas development on their allolment fands; and

10. Lake Valley Chapler community understands the Navao Alioiment Land Owners do not share opinions of environmentalists
voicing their objections on natural resources developments. Theso over publicized objections by the environmenlalists have .
drowned out and overshadowod Navajo Allotment Land Owners Rights; and

11, Lake Valley Chapter community undarstands the Navajo Allstment Land Owners are lruly the impacted people of the Chaco
area. These lands were patented and allotted te the Navajo people in New Mexico and handed down through many
generalions. These lands were given in exchange for land taken by the U.S. Government in exchange for citizenships.
Therefore, as Navajo People being land owners, they have the right fo lease, develop, or excavale their lands; and

12. Lake Valley Chapter communily members are alsa Navajo Allotment Landowners near or within Chaco Canyon localions
therefore, Lake Valley Chapter community adopled Resolution No. LVC-OCT20-047 on Oclober 20, 2019 to eccept &
approve support request 1o consider amending the proposed Chaco Cultural Henlage Protection Act of 2019 to have the
proposed ten (10) miles Bufler Zone reduced to five (5) miles Bufter Zone for off & gas development on the Navajo
Allotments Land.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
Lake Vallay Chapier of the Navajo Nation hereby approves & support Approving Resolution to support a request to Congressional
Leaders (U.S. Seniors Martin Helnrich & Tom Udall) to conslder amending the proposed Chaco Cullural Heritage Protection Act of
2019 o have the prepased ten (10) miles Butfer Zone reduced o five (5) mites; and requesting Lo the U.S. Interlor Secretary David
Bemhardt not to support the ten (10) miles Bufler Zone indicated in the proposed Chaco Cuttural Heritage Protection Act of 2019,
bul lo suppor! a five (5) miles Buffer Zone for oil & gas development on the Navajo Allotments Land

CERTIFICATION

WE HEREBY CERTIFY lhat the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Lake Valley Chapter at a duly called chapler
meeting at Lake Vplley {New Mexico) Navajo Nation, at which a quorum was present and that same was ,oa sed by 3 volo of
[lo Infavors; opfSsed; and _{3 abstainedt nn ihis 20% day of Octaber 2019, Motion by: _SLgLQ,_L_‘cZJg,:)__, and

< _‘;2/_,_\"7 @ //C—;M > —

Mr. Tony Padilla, Jr.. Prestent . Ed:son Tso, Vice President

. Dennigon, Secretary/Treasurer Mr. Mark Freeland, Council Delegate




NAGEEZI CHAPTER
EASTERN NAVAJO AGENCY
DISTRICT 19

Jonathan Nez, Navajo Nation Prasident Myron Lizer. Navajo Nalion Vice-President

RESOLUTION OF NAGEEZI CHAPTER
EASTERN AGENCY, DISTRICT 19

RESOLUTION # NC-19-70

REQUESTING U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL
TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT
OF 2019 TO UAVE THE PROPOSED TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO
FIVE (S) MILES; AND REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID
BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED
IN THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019,
BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (5) MILES BUFFER ZONE

WHEREAS:

I. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. §1(B), the Nageezi Chapter is delegated the governmental
authority to make decisions over local matters consistent with Navajo Law, Custom, and
Tradition and under 11 N.N.C,, Part 1, Section 10, is delegated authority to make local
decisions in the best interest and welfare of the community members; and

2. Nageezi Chapter with the population of 2500 to 3000 residents, registered and non-
registered voters, is made of up of nine (09) sub-communities including and not limited to:
Nageezi, Lybrook, Twin Pines, Blanco, Kimbeto, Chaco Canyon, Escavada, Betoni Wash,
Kinnadiz, and Dzilth-na-o-dith-hle, being onc of the largest land base chapter in the
Eastem Agency of the Navajo Nation; and

3. The proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a Congressional Bill
sponsored by U.S. Scnator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would
permanently stop new oil and gas development on federal lands within ten (10) miles of
~Chaco Cultural National Historical Park; and

4. Navajo Allotment Land Owners of Nageezi Chapter have raised concerns that U.S.
Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Scnator Martin Heinrich didn’t consult with them on the
proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Land
Owners are still willing to sit down with the two U.S. Senators to discuss the proposed
Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019; and

S5, Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageezi Chapter and Counselor Chapters
are being told that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not
affect new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands,
but Navajo Allotment Owners know it is not economical for oil and gas companies Jjust to
have new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands which will lead oil and gas
companies to cease new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands; and

PO BOX 100, NAGEEZI NM 87037, PH: (505) 960-7200, FX: (505) 960-7201



6. Navajo Allotment Land Owners have met with Cal Curley, Staff to U.S. Scnator
Tom Udall and Jim Dumont, Staff to U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich at Nageezi Chapter to
express their concerns on the proposed Chaco Cultural IHeritage Protection Act, but Navajo
Allotment Land Owners belicve their concemns are not being conveyed 1o U.S. Senator
Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich; and

7. Navajo Allotment Land Owners expressed their concerns that the Chaco Cultural
Heritage Area Protection Act of 2019 will infringe on their royalty payments they are
receiving from oil and gas development on their allotment lands. Navajo communities,
including the Navajo Reservation has always been in a very depressed economic state and
such development of natural resources bencfit Navajo families by improving their
livelihood; and

8. Navajo Allotment Land Owners are concemed that self-scrving special interest
organizations are violating the rights of Navajo Allotment Land Owners. That such
publicized demonstrations and meetings by these special interest and outside groups have
over shadowed the Navajo Allotment Land Owners whom currently benefitting from oil
and gas development on their allotment lands; and

9. Navajo Allotment Land Owners do not share opinions of environmentalists voicing
their objections on natural resources developments. These over publicized objections by
the environmentalists have drowned out and overshadowed Navajo Allotment Land

Owners Rights; and

10.  Navajo Allotment Land Owners are truly the impacted people of the Chaco area.
These lands were patented and allotted to the Navajo People in New Mexico and handed
down through many generations. These lands werc given in exchange for land taken by the
U.S. Government in cxchange for citizenships. Therefore, as Navajo People being land
owners, they have the right to lease, develop, or excavate their lands.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. NAGEEZI CHAPTER HEREBY REQUESTS U.S. SENATOR MARTIN
HEINRICH AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE

"~ PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE

THE PROPOSED TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES;
AND REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT TO
SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED
CHACO IIERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (5)
MILES BUFFER ZONE; AND

2. NAGEEZI CHAPTER RESPECTFULLY REQUEST RESOURCES AND
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF THE 24™ NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL TO
SUPPORT NAGEEZI CHAPTER RESOLUTION NO. NC-19-070

CERTIFICATION

PO BOX 100, NAGEEZI NM 87037, PH: (505) 960-7200, FX: (505) 960-7201



WE HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION #NC-19-
070 was duly presented and discussed at a duly called meeting of Nageezi Chapter, Navajo
Nation (New Mexico), at which a quorum was present, motioned by Declora Ilesuse,
scconded by Juan Betoni, was voted on with 20 in favor, 00 opposed, and 03 abstained,
this 02" day of June 2019.

> a2l /(%/:uwo .5 19
Ervin Chavez, Chapter Pﬁ:ﬁiw Jessica Plz(t}’ro, Secretary/I'reasurer

'O BOX 100, NAGEEZI NM 87037, PH: (505) 960-7200, FX: (505) 960-7201




PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER

HCR-79 BOX 3026 * CUBA, NEW MEXICO 87013 * (505) 655-3221* FAX (505) 655-5410

Daniel Tsosie Rena Murphy Eriene Henderson Rhes Murphy-Willeto Alex Sandoval Rosie Otero Alberta Baltacd
Council Delegate President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer tand board Caordinator Accounts Maintenance Specialist

RESOLUTION OF PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER
EASTERN NAVAJO AGENCY PPC-07-2019-64

REQUESTING U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE
PROPOSED CHACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE
REDUCED TO FIVE {5) MILES; AND REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT TO
SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE
PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (5) MILES BUFFER ZONE

WHEREAS:

1. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. §1(B), the Pueblo Pintado Chapter is delegated the governmental authority to
make decisions over local matters consistent with Navajo Law, Custom, and Tradition and under 11 N.N.C,,
Part 1, Section 10, is delegated authority to make local decisions in the best interest and welfare of the
community members; and

2. Pueblo Pintado Chapter with the population of 2500 to 3000 residents, registered and non-registered
voters, is made of up of nine (09) sub-communities including and not limited to: Nageezi, Lybrook, Twin Pines,
Blanco, Kimbeto, Chaco Canyon, Escavada, Betoni Wash, Kinnadiz, and Dzilth-na-o-dith-hle, being one of the
largest land base chapter in the Eastern Agency of the Navajo Nation; and

3. The proposed 2018 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a Congressional Bill sponsored by U.S.
Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would permanently stop new oil and gas
development on federal lands within ten (10) miles of Chaco Cuftural Nationatl Historical Park; and

4, Navajo Allotment Ltand Owners of Pueblo Pintado Chapter have raised concerns that U.S. Senator
Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn’t consult with them on the proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural
Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Land Owners are still willing to sit down with the two U.S.
Senators to discuss the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019; and

S. Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageezi, Pueblo Pintado, and Counselor Chapters are being
told that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not affect new oil and gas
development on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands, but Navajo Allotment Owners know it is not -
economical for oil and gas companies just to have new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands
which will lead oil and gas companies to cease new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands; and

6. Navajo Allotment Land Owners have met with Cal Curley, Staff to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and Jim
Dumont, Staff to U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich at Nageezi Chapter to express their concerns on the proposed
Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but Navajo Allotment Land Owners believe their concerns are not
being conveyed to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich; and




7. Navajo Allotment Land Owners expressed their concerns that the Chaco Cultural Heritage Area
Protection Act of 2019 will infringe on their royalty payments they are receiving from oil and gas development
on their allotment lands. Navajo communities, including the Navajo Reservation has always been in a very
depressed economic'state and such development of natural resources benefit Navajo families by improving
their livelihood; and

8. Navajo Allotment Land Owners are concerned that self-serving special interest organizations are
violating the rights of Navajo Allotment Land Owners. That such publicized demonstrations and meetings by
these special interest and outside groups have over shadowed the Navajo Allotment Land Owners whom
currently benefitting from oil and gas development on their allotment lands; and

S. Navajo Allotment Land Owners do not share opinions of environmentalists voicing their objections
on natural resources developments. These over publicized objections by the environmentalists have drowned
out and overshadowed Navajo Allotment Land Owners Rights; and

10. Navajo Allotment Land Owners are truly the impacted people of the Chaco area. These lands were
patented and aliotted to the Navajo People in New Mexico and handed down through many generations.
These lands were given in exchange for land taken by the U.S. Government in exchange for citizenships.
Therefore, as Navajo People being land owners, they have the right to lease, develop, or excavate their lands.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER HEREBY REQUESTS U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH AND U.S.
SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION
ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES; AND
REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (l(i) MILES
BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED CHACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT
A FIVE {5) MILES BUFFER ZONE; AND

2. PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER RESPECTFULLY REQUEST RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE OF THE 24™ NAVAIO NATION COUNCIL TO SUPPORT NAGEEZI CHAPTER RESOLUTION NO. NC-
19-070

CERTIFICATION

WE HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PPC-07-2019-64 was duly presented and discussed
at a duly called meeting of Pueblo Pintado Chapter, Navajo Nation (New Mexico), at which a quorum was
present, motioned by Janice Arthur, seconded by Darrell Cadman, was voted on with 14 in favor, 0D opposed,
and 02 abstained, this 15th day of july 2019,

/é@ﬂ/@&%{w’\-—’

Erlene Henderson, Chapter Vice-President

Rhea Murphy-Willeto, Secretary/Treasurer




White Rock Local Government

P.O. Box 660

Crownpoint, New Mexico 87313

Phone: (505) 786-2444  Fax: (505) 786-2447
E-mail: whiterock@navajochapters.org

Jonathan Nez, President Myron Lizer, Vice President

WRLG-020-001

RESOLUTION OF THE WHITE ROCK LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Supporting and Re ueé ing U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich and U.S. Senator Tom Udall to

onsider Amending the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection Act of 2019 to Have the Proposed

Ten (10) Miles Buffer Zone Reduced to Five (5) Miles; and Requesting the U. S, Interior

Sceretary David Bernhardt not to Support the Ten (10) Miles Buffer Zone Indicated in the

Proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019, but to Support a Five (5) Miles Buffer

Zone

WHEREAS:

1.

[

6.

White Rock Local Government is a duly recognized and Governance Certified Chapter through Local
Govemance Certification and of the Five Management System Policies and Procedures, pursuant to the
Local Governance, Title 26, N.N.C. Section 102 (B); and

White Rock Local Government is vested with the authority and responsibility to promote, to receive, act
upon and protect the interest of the general welfare of it’s constituents and interact with other entities of
the Navajo Nation and other local agencies for appropriate actions; and

The proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a Congressional Bill sponsored by U.S.
Scnator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would permanently stop new oil and gas
development on federal lands within ten (10) miles of Chaco Cultural National Historical Park; and
Navajo Allotment Land Owners of Pueblo Pintado Community have raised concerns that U.S. Senator
Tom Udall and. U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn’t consult with them on the Proposed 2019 Chaco
Cultural Heritage Protection Act. but the Navajo Allotment Land Owners are still willing to sit down with
the two U.S. Senators to discuss the proposed Chaco Cultural heritage Protection Act of 2019; and

Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageezi, Pueblo Pintado and Counselor Chapters are being told
that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not affect new oil and gas
devclopment on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands but Navajo Allotment Owners know it
is no economical for oil and gas companies just to have new oil and gas development on Navajo
Allotment Lands which will Icad oil and gas companies to cease new oil and gas development on Navajo
Allotment Lands; and

- Navajo Allotment Land Owners have met with Cal Curley, Staff to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and Jim

Dumont, Staff to U.S. Senator martin Heinrich as Nageezi Chapter to express their concerns on the
proposcd Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but Navajo Allotment Land Owners belicve their
concerns are not being conveyed to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich; and
Navajo Allotment Land Owners expressed their concerns that the Chaco Cultural Heritage Area Protection
Act of 2019 will infringe on their royalty payments they are receiving from oil and gas development on
their allotment lands. Navajo communities, including the Navajo Reservation has always been in a very
depressed cconomic state and such development of natural resource benefit Navajo families by improving
their livelihood; and

Norman Henry: Coundil Pr'esident Tabitha Harrison, Chapler Manager
Vacant, Council Vice-President Tina Pablo, Administrative Assistant
Corraine Lee, Council Secretary/Treasurer . lrwin Jim, Land Board

Mark A Freeland Cauncdil Deleaata
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8.  Navajo Allotment Land Owners are concerned that self-serving special interest organizations are violating
the rights of Navajo Allotment Land Owners. That such publicized demonstrations and meetings by these
“special interest and outside groups have overshadowed thc Navajo Allotment Land Owners whom
currently benefitting from oil and gas devclopmcnl on their allotment lands; and
9. Navajo Allotment Land Owners do not share opinions of environmentalists voicing their objections on
natural resources developments, These over publicized objections by the environmentalists have drowned
out and overshadowed Navajo Allotment Land Owners Rights; and
10. Navajo Allotment Land Owners are truly the impacted people of the Chaco area. These lands were
patented and allotted to the Navajo People in New Mexico and handed down through many generations.
These lands were given in exchange for land taken by the U.S. Government in exchange for citizenship.
Therefore, as Navajo People being land owners, they have the right to lease, develop or excavate their
lands.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1.  White Rock Local Government supports and requests U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich and U.S. Senator Tom
Udall to consider amending the proposed Chaco Cultural heritage Protection Act of 2019 to have the
proposed ten -(10) miles buffer zone reduced to five (5) miles; and requesting the U.S. Interior Secretary
David Bernhardt not to support the ten (10) miles buffer zone as indicated in the proposed Chaco Heritage
Protection Act of 2019, but to support five (5) miles buffer zone.

2. White Rock Local Government respectfully requests the Resources and Development Committee of the
24"™ Navajo Nation Council to support Pucblo Pintado Chapter Resolution #PPC-07-2019-64.
CERTIFICATION
We hereby certlfy that the foregoing resolution was duly considered at a duly called mecting at White Rock
Chapter, Nava auon New Mcmco at which a quorum was present, moltion by ‘/;;QLQ AATYY Q‘C_i’m_ ,
second by , and that same was passed by a vote of _|<}_in favor, __"Z-_opposed,

and 5‘: abstamcd on lhlS 2151 day of October 2019,

orman Henry, Qouncil Presi

L Cod Sh— o tine Hoe

Council Vice President Pro-Temp Corraine Lee, Council Scefetary/Treasurer
Norman Henry, Council President Tabitha Harrison, Chapler Man

: ; . ager
Vacant, Council Vice-President Tina Pablo, Administrative Assistant

Corraine Lee, Council Secretary/Treasurer Irwin Jim, Land Board

Mark A Freeland Connnil Deleaste




EASTERN NAVAI) AGENCY COUNCIL
THE RWAID RATION

No. ENAC-12-2018-011

REQUESTING LS. SENATOR MARTIN NEINRICH AND U5, SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE
PROPOSED CHACD HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN ({10} MILES BUFFER ZONE

REDUCED TO AIVE {5) MILES; AND REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT YO SUPPORY

THE TEN {10} MILE BUFFER ZONE INDICATED /N THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACY OF
2019, BUT TO SUPPORT A AIVE (5) MILE BUFFER ZONE

WHIREAS:
1. The Eastern Navajo Agancy Coundil bs established under the Legislative Branch of the Navajo Nation snd certified by

2.

Resolution IGRS-251-01; and
Pursuant 10 26 N.N.C. Section 103 (D} (4), the Eastern Navajo Agency Councll, » consortium of elected Chapter Officlals
representing thirty-one (31) certified Navajo Nation Chapters, sgree to sddress snd undertake common goals snd lmnrom

" for the benefit of the Eastern Navejo Agency Chapters; and

8.

10.

11

Pursuant 2 N.NL.C SECTION: 2078; tha Eastern Navajo Agency Coundl it vested with government authority to review ofl

matters affacting the cammunity to meke most appropriate rec dations when Y to the Navejo Natlon,

County, State, Federal and other local sgencles; and

The propoied 2019 Chaco Cultural Herltage Pr. lon Act Iz » Congs ‘Blll ed by U.S. Senator Tom Udell
and U.5. Senator Martin Heinrich that would permanently stop new ol snd gas devebpmm on federsl lands within
ten (10} miles of Chaco Culturs! Nstiona! Historical Pack; snd

Navajo Alictment Landowners within Nageezl, Pueblo Pintada, snd Counsalor Chapters hm nbod concernd that U.S.
Senator Tom tidall snd U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn't consuit with tham on the proposed 2018 Chuco Outurat
Herkage Protection Act, but the Navajo Alictment Landowners sre stitl willing 1o sit down with the two U.S. Senstors
to discuss the proposed Chaco Cultural Maritage Protection Act of 2019; and

Navsjo Atlotment Lando 3 within Nageez!, Pusblo Pintado, snd Courselor Chapters are being told that the
proposed Chaco Cultural Hertage Protection Act of 2019 will pot affec new oll and ges development on Navajo
Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lsnds, but Navajo Aliotment Ownert know Rt Is not aconomical for off and gas
companies just to have new ofl snd gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands which will lead o]l and gas compantes
10 cease new off and gas development on Navajo Aliotment Lands; and

Navajo Allatment Landowners have met with Caf Curley, Staff Assistant to U.S. Senm Tom Udall and Jim Dumont,
Staff Asalstant to LS. Senator Martin Heinrich at Nagesal Chapter to wxpress thelr concerns on the proposad Chaco
Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but Navajo Allotment Landowners belleve thelr concerns are not being conveyed
to U.S. Senatar Tom Udall and U S. Sanator Martin Helnrtch; and

Navajo Allotment Landowners expressed thelr concerns that the Chaco Cuitural Heritage Area Protection Actof 2019
willinfringe ontheir royaity peyments they are recelvingfromofi and gus developmant on their allotment lands. Navajo
communities, including the Navajo Reservation has always been In & very depressed sconomic state and such
development of natural resources benefit Navajo families by improving thair ivellhood; and

Novsjo Allotment Landowrrers are concerned that seif-serving special Interest orgsnizations are violating the rights of )

Navejo Allotmeent Landowners. That such publicized demonstrations and meetings by these special interest and outiide
groups have oventadowed the Navajo Allotment Landowners whom currently benetitting from off and gas
development on thelr allotmant fands; and

Navajo Allotment Landowners 60 not share oginlons of environmentsiists volcing their ohjections onnaturalresources
developments. These over publicized objections by the ervironmentsitsts have drowned out and cvershadowed Nevajo
Allotment Landowner Rights, and

Navajo Allotrrent Landownaers are truly the impacted people of the Chaco srex, These tands were paterted snd sfiotted to
the Navajo Psopls in New Mexico and handed down thiough mamy gensrations. These lands were given In exchangs for
land taken by the U S. Governmant in exchangs for ctizerships. Therefors, a1 Navajo People being landownars, they have
the right tc lesse, develop, or excavate thelr lands.

EASTORN MAVAJD AGTNCY COUNCR » RESOLUTION FENAC-33-3019-011 ageief ]




NOW, TREREFORE 32 1T RESOLYID THAT:

3. The Exstern Navajo Agency Coundll hareby requests U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich and U.S. Senator Tom Udall to consider
smanding the proposed Chaco Cultoral Heritage Protection Act of 2019 to have the proposed ten (10) mile buffer rone
reduced to five [5) miles; pnd raquesting the U.S. Interior Secrtary Devid Berrhardt not to suppory the ten (10) mile buffer
ronu indicated in the praposed Chaco Herttage Protection Act of 2019; but to support a five {5) miis buffer 20ne.

2 PURTHER [T 8¢ KESCAVED, the Eastern Navejo Agency Councll requests the R and Development Committee of the
24" Navajo Nation Council t support this resclution. -

§ hersby cartify that the foregoirg reschution wes approved by the Easuen Navajo Agency Councll at 8 duly talisd meating 3t Alama, Nyvala Kation,
Naw Maxio, 52 wiich 8 quorim was present and the tame was passed by & vote of 23 In faver, 10 opposed, 12 sbataned, this 7® day of Decermnber
ma. ’ :

Muved by MEDem Dyvitom, Manwsing Va N
mwmh.w

veéM.,%LQg =
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BACKGROUND

The Department of the Interior established the Federal Indian Minerals Office (FIMO) to
provide and improve Indian Trust services to individual Indian beneficiaries in the
management of their oil and gas mineral resources. The FIMO office has received multiple
concerns and complaints regarding the proposed ten-mile leasing buffer zone around Chaco
Culture Nationa! Historical Park (Chaco).

FIMO currently plans to move forward with a proposed lease sale for Navajo Indian
allotments. Pending legislation (H.R. 2181) could indirectly impact the lease sale for the
Navajo Indian Allottees.

Legislative (H.R. 2181) is currently pending, as currently written, would prevent certain
federal minerals from being leased in the Chaco area. Section 3 of the pending legislation
excludes Indian lands from this leasing prohibition. However, based on the geology and
land status of the Navajo Eastern Agency, FIMO believes there potentially could be an
indirect impact on any lease sales for Navajo Indian allotments. For example, the Mancos
Shale reservoir lies south of Counselor, Huerfano and Nageezi Chapters and north of
Chaco Park. To maximize full extraction of the product, a horizontal lateral crossing 3-4
miles subsurface may be required. Due to the cross jurisdictional land status in Navajo
Eastern Agency, a proposed horizontal lateral could need to cross federal land. Thus, a
lease sale of allotment minerals might correlate with leasing federal minerals in a reservoir
area. An inability to lease adjacent federal minerals might impede a company from
maximizing production from certain wells or laterals on allotment minerals. FIMO will
continue to act pursuant to applicable federal statutes and regulations in evaluating any
lease offers and approving any leases. See 25 U.S.C. §§ 396, 396d; 25 U.S.C. §2102; 25
C.F.R. part 225.

DATA

The following information was pulled and analyzed to provide a better understanding of

“how this pending legistation could indirectly impact the development of Oil & Gas in the
Eastern Navajo Agency. Specifically, FIMO was asked to provide the following
information:

1. How many oil and gas leases are potentially impacted? How much money is generated
from these leascs? When were they last leased? What is the % of Tribal ownership, if
any, in the individual allotments in the park and buffer zone?

10 Mile Buffer — Leased Allotments
e There are currently 53 allotments that are leased within a 10 mile buffer of Chaco
s The 53 leased allotments generates an average of $6.2 million a year in royalties for the
- allottees.
¢ There arc approximately 5,462 allottees that received the amount stated above based on
their individual allotment percentage. o
e The leased allotment covers approximately 8,479.49 acres of allotted lands




o The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 9 leased allotments.

0 Mile Buffer — Unleased Allotments

There are currently 418 allotments that are unlcascd within a 10 mile buffer of Chaco
There are approximately 16,615 allottees associated with these allotments.
The unleased allotment covers approximately 66,575.82 acres of allotted lands
The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 288 unleased allotments,
a. 6 allotments will be transferring from Navajo Indian Allotted to Navajo Nation
Triba] Trust
NN has 50 % interest in 86 allotments.
NN has 25%-49% interest in 133 allotments.
NN has 1%-24% interest in 63 allotments.

oo

2. What would a 5 mile buffer zone look like?

5 Mile Buffer — Unleased Allotmen

» There are currently 51 allotmcnts that are unleased withina 5 mlle buffer of Chaco
e There are approximately 2,111 allottees associated with these allotments.
o The unleased allotment covers approxunatcly 8,157.47 acres of allotted lands
s The Navajo Nation has pcrccntagc interest in 38 unleased allotments.
a. NN has 50 % interest in 4 allotments.
b. NN has 25%-49% interest in 18 allotments.
¢. NN has 1%-24% interest in 16 allotments,




e The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 9 leased allotments.

10

ile Buffer ~ Unleased Allotment _ ,
There are currently 418 allotments that are unleased within a 10 mile buffer of Chaco
There are approximately 16,615 allottees associated with these allotments.

The unteased allotment covers approximately 66,575.82 acres of allotted lands
The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 288 unleased allotments.

a.

oo

6 allotments will be transferring from Navajo Indian Allotted to Navajo Nation
Tribal Trust ‘

NN has 50 % interest in 86 allotments,

NN has 25%-49% interest in 133 allotments.

NN has 1%-24% interest in 63 allotments.

2. What would a 5 mile buffer zone look like?

5 Mile Buffer — Unleased Allotments

There are currently S1 allotments that are unleased within a 5 mile buffer of Chaco
There are approximately 2,111 allottees associated with these allotments.

The unleased allotment covers approximately 8,157.47 acres of allotted lands

The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 38 unleased allotments.

a.
b.

NN has 50 % interest in 4 allotments.
NN has 25%-49% interest in 18 allotments.

¢. NN has 1%-24% interest in 16 allotments.
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Amd# to Amd# - Legislation 0366-19: Opposing PASSED
MOT James, V -H.R. 2181 and S 1079, "The Chaco
SEC Begay, E Heritage Area Protection Act of

2019" Until Such Time as the...

Yeas : 18 Nays : 1 Excused : 2 Not Voting : 2
Yea: 18 .
Begay, E Freeland, M Smith Tso, O
Begay, K Halona, P Stewart, W Walker, T
Begay, P Henio, J Tso, C Yazzie
Charles-Newton James. V Tso, E Yellowhair
Daniels Nez, R
Nay : 1
Crotty

Excused : 2

Wauneka, £ Tso, D
Not Voting : 2
Slater. C Brown

Presiding Speaker: Damon
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RESOLUTION OF
' PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER
PPC-02-2023- (1 32.

PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER SUPPORTS AND APPROVE THE RESCINDING THE POSITION QF
A FIVE (5) MILE BUFFER ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK TO A ZERO (0) NO BUFFER
ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK AS IT WAS INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED CHACO
HERTIAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 BY U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARIES DEB HAALAND, —

WHEREAS:

1. Pursuantto 26 N.N.C. Section 3(A) the Pueblo Pintado Chapter is & duly recognized certified Chapt!:r?of )
the Navajo Nation Government as stated at 11 NN.C,, Part 1 Section 10; and - '

2. Pursuantto 26 N.N.C. Section I(B) the Pucbla Pintado Chapter is vested with the authority to revicw'fhll
matters affecting the community and make appropriate corrections when necessary, and make a
recommendation to the Navajo Nation and other local agencies for appropriate actions; and

3. Pucblo Pintado Chapter has been battling the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection Act of 2019 by U;S.
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and Assistant Secretary David Bernhardt because it will have a definite
negative impact on Navajo allotment owners living in this northwest region of State of New Mezico. -

4. Pucblo Pintado Chapter and the commiunity has always supported the development of il and gas on their
lands because it provides income for Navajo families so they can support their families and pay for the
education oftheir children, ‘

5. PuebloPintado Chapter did attempt to a concession of a five (5) mile buffer zone as an attempt to negotix;itc
a resolution but U.S. Department of interior and Congressional delegation of New Mexico forges ahead
without any change of heart in their attempts to place a buffer zone in and around the Chaco National

6. Pucblo Pintado Chapter was further notificd that, in addition to a Chaco buffer zone another attempts to
withdraw approximately 352,000 acres of public land was being proposed to be withdrawn by U.S
Department of Interior. These efforts 6f public land withdrawal has been expedited by Interior Departmént
via Bureau of Land Management offices in Farmington and Albuquerque, during a COVID 19 pandenic
l;;p:'xnod, when Navajo Iand users were not allowed to meet face to face in so~called a number of public

ngs. : . ‘ - . i

7. Navajo people have been land users for Checkerboard land region in northwest Néw Mexico since at least
1868 when the Navajo and U.S, Government Treaty was signed. Even priar to 1868, Navajo people were
Torced ofF this region on The Long Walk to Fort Sumner imprisonment camp. The Navajo people returned
home to this region after & treaty was reached. . : ) —

8. Navajo people has traditional respected the Chaco Canyon National Park ruins Jocated in the canyons, 1t
behind by the pueblos, who lived ou this location and have moved on. Historically Navajo people have.
transcended down from Alaske, Canada and northwest United States and have left markings and ruins in
those regions, but Navajos do not force any buffer zones in those regions, in the midst of tribes now-
accupying those Jocations. . . .
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9. Navajo poople llving in‘lis in tho Checkerboard reglon strongly realizes that there are no buffer zorics
being established sround any national parks In United States and questlons the reason and goals-of
Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland, A conflict of interest obvious exists of Intetior Secretiry Deb Haaland,
when-she started this dispute via an sttempt of a Congressional Bill when she was a Congrosswoman ind

s momber of the pueblo tribe . *

10. Pucblo Pintado Chapter takes the position that the currently boutdary fence line safeguarding tha Chaco .
Canyon bs sufficient and has been In place for at loast 120-years, even though Nevajo peaple were Totsed
outoftiicss ednyons, Purthermore, that arp sufficient laws already on the Federal Oil and Gas Regulstions
to protect any findings of bones and potterfes whon found or utisovered,

11, Chagy Ganyon National Park &ven fencéd in six (6) Navejo-Allatment lands as part 6f the exigting Chaco
¥ Canyon Natignal Park boundary. Navajo Allctmedit o¥mers of theso six (6) ave neverbesn compensated

forvgeafthess ellotments, by the Park Servied astheNatloral Park gontinus to-collectigvénuestadiy.

12.:Navajq, ;ieo‘gte il appréciate the: positions-of the forrior24® Navejo Natlon Cevnell, Navaj Nation
Resourge-end ‘Devélopment Committee and Former-Navajo-Natlor: Pyesident Jonathany Nez {n their
support of No Buffer £0fi€ anid danmntly objects fo the withdruwal 01:352,000 seres:public tamds fir the
checkerboard fegior of northiwest New Mexico, Adotter of thoss gbjections wasmades via Navajo Counvil
resolations snd aletter by forher Navajo Natlon Presidentlenatha Nez 16 Joe-Biden, President of United
States: ’ .
NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLYED THAT

1, PwebloPintado Clisgpter hiersby RBSGINDS the position-ofa:{ive (5] buffer zone™TO a zoro(0) buffer
zone,qorbufferzons ardund thieChapo-Canyon National Prrk, s i WAS indicated in the Proposed Chiato
Heritage Protectlon Act of 2019 by U8, Interior. Scotetary Deb Haaland,

CERTIFICATION

'WE.HEREDY'CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION. was.duly presonted anid discusied at
dulycalicdamecting ofPtiéblp‘?iﬁ{m@q,ﬁ}igvg}p.}{g!iot@m owMexdoo), atahlohg quorum swis présant, motioned
by Annle Btclity, secaiided,by Gegflia Chee, wasvoted gn with 10-fn favon,. 0 opiposed-and 1 abtalned, this 13%

tay of Merch 2023,

Brlono Henderson! Chapter Presiden .
Pusblo Pintado Chepter

Cheryl Chavez, Chipter Secretary” €
Pucblo Pintedo Chapter
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EXHIBIT

THE NAVAJO NATION WHITEHORSE LAK
JONATHAN NEZ, PRESIDENT
MYRON LIZER, VICE PRESIDENT
DANIEL TSO, COUNCIL DELEGATE

Artlee Chavez — Chapter President Clyde Yazzie-Land Board
Derrick Tso Yazzie — Chapter Vice President VACANT - Community Services Coordinator
Frannie George — Chapter Secretary/Treasurer VACANT - Accounts Maintenance Specialist

HCR 79 Box 4069 Cuba, New Mexico 87013 (505) 655-5430 Fax: (S05) 655-5430/5431~ whitehorselake@navajochapters.org

WHLC 2-22-033 Whitehorse Lake Chapter is in opposition to the 10-mile buffer zone around the Chaco
Culture National Historical Park per the request of the All-Pueblo Council of Governors and as supported
by Secretary Dab Holland. This buffer zone will have a negative economic impact on Navajos who own
allotted lands within the buffer one which will seriously affect royalty payments currently received from
oil and gas development on their lands.

WHEREAS:

1. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. Section 3 (A) Whitehorse Lake Chapter is a duly recognized certified
chapter of the Navajo Nation Government as listed at 11 N.N.C. part 1, section 10; AND

2. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. section 1 (B) is vested with the authority to review all matters affecting the
community and to make appropriate corrections when necessary and make recommendations to the
Navajo Nation and other local agencies for appropriate action; AND

3. The Whitchorse Lake Chapter is a duly certified Local Government entity of the Navajo Nation with the
responsibility to promote and protect the interest and welfare of its community people pursuant to Title
11, section 4001 (a) of the Navajo Tribal Code; AND

4. Whitehorse Lake Chapter has been informed of efforts by the All-Indian Pueblo Council and the
Department of Interfor to impose a buffer zone surrounding the Chaco Culture National Historical Park
without the input of the Navajo people; AND

5. Navajo people who own allotted lands in the area affected by the proposed buffer zone have not been
allowed to voice their objection to this devastating action; AND

6. Whitehorse Lake Chapter has been informed that the Navajo Nation President has written objection to
this action by the Department of Interior; AND

7. Numerous Navajos who have owned for many years allotments in the affected area will be overtly
impacted negatively in their dependence on income realized from royalties in the area proposed for the
buffer zone; AND

8. Navajos have been dealing with overbearing poverty for too years and this action will only make the
poverty situation greater and more devastating for our children, elderly and disabled.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT

Whitehorse Lake Chapter strongly opposes the 10-mile buffer zone around the Chaco Culture National
Historical Park action being contemplated by the All Indian Pueblo Council and supported by the
Department of Interior Secretary Deb Holland as such devastating action will overtly negatively impact
the income realized by Navajo allottees in the proposed buffer zone.
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CERTIFICATION

We certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by Whitehorse Lake Chapter at a duly
called meeting in Whitehorse Lake, Navajo Nation at which a quorum of Chapter members was
present and the same was passed by a vote of 5 in favor 0 opposed and 1 abstained this 15th day of

March, 2022.
Motion: Martha Charley Second: Clyde Yazzie
/2.
1
Art Lee Chavez, Presidgnt Derrick Tso, Vio« President

ox

Fran George, Secretary/Treasure Daniel Tso, Council
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DR. Buu NYGREN prestef
RICHELLE MONTOYA vice P&
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The Navajo Nation | Yideeskgagdi Nitsahdakees

LAKE VALLEY CHAPTER
Danny Simpson, Council Delegate | Tony Padilla, President | Edison Tso, Vice President | Betty S. Dennison, Secretary/Treasurer
Janice Padilla, Land Board | Lucinda Begay, Community Service Coordinator | Accounts Maintenance Specialist — Vacant

LVC-FEB1Z-029 RESOLUTION OF LAKE VALLEY CHAPTER

RESCIND RESOLUTION #LVC-OCT20-047 (SUPPORT REQUEST TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019
T0 HAVE THE PROPOSED 10-MILES BUFFER ZONE “REDUCED” TO 5-MILES BUFFER ZONE); BUT FURTHER REQUEST TO STRONGLY SUPPORT “NO BUFFER ZONE™
THAT WILL AFFECT LAKE VALLEY COMMUNITY AS WELL AS THE NAVAJO ALLOTMENT LANDOWNERS INTERRUPTING THEIR FUTURE LAND STATUS RELATING T0
BUFFER ZONES PLANNING.

WHEREAS:

1 Lake Valley Chapter is a certified Navajo Nation Chapter Gevernment, which was created pursuant to the Navajo Nation Council Resalution No. C-425-55, is delegated
governmental authority with respect ta local matters consistent with Navajo laws, including custams, traditions, and fiscal matters; and

2. LakeValley Chapter is empowered by the Navaja Nation Council to review all matters affecting the community to make faverable decisions in the best interest for the general
health, safety and welfare of chapter membership through implementation solutions for econamic development, cultural preservation, recreatisn, solid waste management,
elderly care, quality housing, public safety; road maintenance; educational suppart for community students; and

3. LakeValley Chapter communities understand that in pursuant to the Navajo Nation Cade (NNC) Title 26, Local Governance Act, which allows chapters te make decisions over
local matters. This anthority in the tong run all improve community decision-making by altowing committees to excel and flourish, enable Navajo leaders to lead toward a
prasperous future, and imprave the strength and soverelgnty of the Navajo Nation; through adoption of this Act, chapters are compelled to gavern with responsibility and
accountability to the local citizens; and

A Lake Valley Chapter community met en January 8, 2023 Planning Meeting to discuss and plan upcoming business items to be placed on the agenda. In previous support by the
Eastern Navajo Council, it was recammended all Chapters ta go with 5-mila Buffer Zone; not 10-mites. For this reasan. Lake Valley Chapter supported the five (5)-mile Buffer
Tene without realizing that it will affect the chapter community peaple residing within or near the area of identified buffer zone. Not all Eastern Navaje Chapters were in favor.
It was report that the Secretary of the Interior Debra Haaland visited Chaco Canyon and went back ta Washingtan, BC to favar/changed to 10-mile Buffer Zone initiative step in
support of the Pueblo Indian Tribe surrounding the Chaca area. This is conflict of interest because Secretary Debra Haaland is a Laguna Pueblo Indian within that region.
Nineteen {19 Tribes are in favor. The Navajs Nation President and Vice President needs to get involved; maybe have anather Town Halt meeting having majority of community
peaple everturn R being together on one page. For this reasan, Lake Valley established ansther resslution to averturn their previus approval of 5-miles Buffer Zone and go
with NO BUFFER ZONE that will affect Lake Vallay community people, especially the Navaja Allotment Landowners that will interrupt their future land status; and

5. lake Valley Chapter community adopted Resolution No. LVC-FEB12-029 presented un February 12, 2023 to support strongly rescind 5-miles Buffer Zone initiative planning which
is in the best interest of the community people of Lake Valley Chapter.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

Lake Valley Chapter of the Navajs Nation herehy approves ta “RESCIND” Resolution #LVC-0CT20-047 (Support Request ta Cansider Amending the Propased Chaco
Culturat Heritage Protection Act of 2019 to have the Propesed 10-miles Buffer Zone reduced te 5-miles Buffer Zone); but further request to STRONGLY SUPPORT *NO
BUFFER ZONE THAT WILL AFFECT LAKE VALLEY COMMUNITY AS WELL AS THE NAVAJO ALLOTMENT LANDOWNERS INTERRUPTING THEIR FUTURE LAND STATUS RELATING T0
BUFFER ZONES PLANNING.

CERTIFICATION

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Lake Valley Chapter at a duly called chapter meeting at Lake Valley
(New Mexico) Navajo Nation, at which a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of seven {7} in favors, zero {0) opposed and four {4)
abstained on this 12® day of February 2023. Motion by GLENN PABLO; and second by SHERNESTINE BICK.

-
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Mr. Tony Padilla Jr., Chapter Bresident : Mr. Edison Tso, Chapter Vice President
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/ Mrs. Betty Denidon, Chapter Secretary { Treasurer Mr. Danny Simpsen, Council Delegate
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"EXHIBIT

NAGEEZI CHAPTER

Lastern Agency

Buu Nyaren. Navaio Nation. President __ Richellejfgnto . Navajo Nation Vice President

RESOLUTION OF NAGEEZI CHAPTER
EASTERN AGENCY, DISTRICT 19
RESOLUTION # NC 23-032

RESCINDING THE POSITION OF A FIVE (5) MILE BUFFER ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK
TO A ZERO (0) NO BUFFER ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK AS IT WAS INDICATED IN THE
PROPOSED CHACO HERTIAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 BY U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARIES DEB
HAALAND AND DAVID BERNHARDT AND NOW SUPPORTED BY SENATOR BEN RAY LUJAN AND
CONGRESSWOMAN TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ BY PROPOSED CONGRESSIONAL BILLS.

WHEREAS:

Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. 1(B), the Nageezi Chapter is delegated to the governmental authority to
make decision over local matters consistent with Navajo Law, Custom and Tradition and under
11 N.N.C. Part 10 also delegated authority to make local decisions in the best interest and
welfare of the community members; and,

Nageezi Chapter with the population of 2500 to 3000 residents, registered and non-registered,
is made up of (09) sub-communities including and not limited to Nageezi, Lybrook, Twin Pines,
Blanco, Kimbeto, Chaco Canyon, Escavada, Betoni Wash, Kinnadiz and Dzilth-na-o-dith-hle,
being one of the largest land based Navajo Chapter in Eastern Navajo Agency of the Navajo
Nation. There are approximately 30,000 Navajo Allotment owners in Checkerboard, northwest
New Mexico; and,

Nageezi Chapter has been battling the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection Act of 2019 by U.S.
interior Secretary Deb Haaland and Assistant Secretary David Bernhardt because it will have a
definite negative impact on Navajo allotment owners living in this northwest region of State of
New Mexico.

Nageezi Chapter and the community has always supported the development of oil and gas on
their lands because it provide income for Navajo families so they can support their families and
pay for the education of their children.



Nageezi Chapter did attempt to a concession of a five (5) mile buffer zone as an attempts to
negotiate a resolution but U.S. Department of interior and Congressional delegation of New
Mexico forges ahead without any change of heart in their attempts to place a buffer zone in and

around the Chaco National park.

Nageezi Chapter was further notified that, in addition to the a Chaco buffer zane another
attempt to withdraw approximately 352,000 acres of public land was being proposed to be
withdrawn by U.S Department of Interior. This efforts of Public land withdrawal has been
expedited by Interior Department via Bureau of Land Management offices in Farmington and
Albuquerque, during a COVID 19 pandemic period, when Navajo land users were not allowed to
meet face to face in so-called a numbers of Public hearings.

Navajo people have been land users for Checkerboard land region in northwest New Mexico
since at least 1868 when the Navajo and U.S. Government Treaty was signed. Even prior to
1868, Navajo people were forced off this region on The Long Walk to Fort Sumner imprisonment
camp. The Navajo people returned home to this region after a treaty was reached.

Navajo people has traditional respected the Chaco Canyon National Park ruins located in the
canyons, left behind by the pueblos, who lived on this location and have moved on. Historically
Navajo people have transcended down from Alaska, Canada and northwest United States and
have left markings and ruins in those regions but Navajos do not force any buffer zones in those
regions, in the midst of tribes now occupying those locations.

Navajo peaple living in the in the Checkerboard region strongly realizes that there are no buffer
zones being established around any national parks in United States and questions the reason
and goals of Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland. A conflict of interest obvious exists of Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland, when she started this dispute via a attempts of a Congressional Bill
when she was a Congresswoman and a member of the pueblo tribe.

Nageezi Chapter takes the position that the currently boundary fence line safeguarding the
Chaco Canyon is sufficient and has been in place for at least 120 years, even though Navajo
people were forced out of these canyons. Furthermore that are sufficient laws already on the
Federal Oil and Gas Regulations to protect any findings of bones and potteries when found or
uncovered.

Chaco Canyon National Park even fenced in six (6) Navajo Allotment lands as part of the existing
Chaco Canyon National park boundary. Navajo Allotment owners of these six (6) have never
been compensated for use of these allotments, by the Park Service as the National park
continue to collect revenues today.

Navajo peaple truly appreciate the positions of the former 24" Navajo Nation Council, Navajo
Nation Resource and Development Committee and Former Navajo Nation President Jonathan
Nez in their support of No Buffer zone and adamantly objects to the withdrawal of 352,600
acres public lands in the checkerboard region of northwest New Mexico. A letter of these



objections were made via Navajo Council resolutions and a letter by former Navajo Nation
President Jonathan Nez to Joe Biden, President of United States.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Nageezi Chapter hereby RESCINDS the position of a
five (5) buffer zone TO a zero (0) buffer zone, no buffer zone around the Chaco Canyon
National Park, as it WAS indicated in the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection Act of 2019 by
U.S. interior Secretary Deb Haaland and David Bernhardt and now supported by Senator Ben
Ray Lujan and Congresswoman Teresa Leger Fernandez by proposed Congressional Bills.

CERTIFICATION

WE HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION NC 23-032 was duly presented and
discussed at duly called meeting of Nageezi Chapter, Navajo Nation, (New Mexico), at which a
quorum was present, motioned by Johnny Russell, seconded by Wallace Castillo , was voted on
with 14 in favor, 00 opposed and 01 abstained, this 06 day of February, 2023

ATTEST: NC 23-032
~ %Jb&/ :/_ 4/6, N
Ervin Chavez, Chapter Presi}ent Rory Jaque%apter Vice Presnd ntor

Jessica Platero Chapter Secretary



Legislation 0076-23: Rescinding Resolution NABIJA-05-20

25th Navajo Nation Council
Naabik'iyati' Committee Meeting

Date: April 27, 2023

M: N.Begay

S: B.Jesus

ALL DELEGATES BY COMMITTEE:
Yea | Nay Yea | Nay |TOTAL}

Steven R. Arviso 1 :
Lomardo Aseret 1 PARRISH, Shaandiin
Helena Nez Begay 1 SLATER, Carl
Norman M. Begay 1 ASERET, Lomardo
Shawna Ann Claw 1 BEGAY, Norman M.
Eugenia Charles-Newton}Exc CROTTY, Amber Kanazbah
Amber Kanazbah Crotty NV DAMON, Seth
Crystalyne Curley CNV | CNV BHEHSC
Herman M. Daniels, Jr. 1 JAMES, Vince
Seth Damon Exc SIMONSON, Germaine
Vince R. James 1 BEGAY, Helena Nez
Brenda Jesus 1 NEZ, Dr. Andy
Casey Allen Johnson Exc TOLTH, George
Andy Nez 1 YANITO, Curtis
Rickie Nez 1 LOC i
Nathan Notah 1 CHARLES-NEWTON, Eugenia
Shaandiin Parrish 1 YAZZIE, Cherilyn
Germaine Simonson NV ARVISQ, Steven R.
Danny Simpson 1 DANIELS, Herman M.
Carl Slater Exc NOTAH, Nathan |
George Tolth 1 RD
Otto Tso Exc JESUS, Brenda
Curtis Yanito 1 JOHNSON, Casey Allen
Cherilyn Yazzie 1 CLAW, Shawna Ann

NEZ, Rickie

SIMPSON, Danny

TSO, Otto B

CHAIRMAN:

CURLEY, Crystalyne |
GRAND TOTAL | 15 I 1 (Votes only in a tie) I
CERTIFICATION: GRAND TOTAL C 1T 1

o= “f/ 2723

Honorable Crystalyne Curley Date





