
UTE INDIAN TRIBE 
P. 0. Box 190

Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026 

Phone (435) 722-5141 • Fax (435) 722-5072 

August 27, 2025 

Via Email and U.S. Certified Mail 

Chairman Bruce Westerman 
House Committee on Natural Resources 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
R11bl.!rt \l.1i:Grl.!!!llr a 111Jil htni-..: !.!11\ 

Re: Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation Letter in Support 
of the Proposed Amendments to the Permitting Process of the National 
Environmental Policy Act and Additional Proposals and Recommendations 

Dear Chairman Westerman: 

The Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation ("Ute Indian Tribe" or 
"Tribe") submits comments on the proposed amendments to the permitting process of the 
National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA"). The Tribe appreciates the opportunity to
submit comments on your and Congressman Golden's proposed Standardized Permitting 
and Expediting Economic Development ("SPEED") Act. The Ute Indian Tribe fully 
supports the terms and principles implemented by the SPEED Act. The SPEED Act 
addresses longstanding challenges the Tribe has long advocated to resolve by streamlining 
permitting and reducing the uncertainty and delays that disproportionately burden tribes. 
In addition to providing its support, the Ute Indian Tribe respectfully submits additional 
proposals and recommendations to further address the delays and economic impacts that 
NEPA has on Indian lands. 

As mentioned above, the Ute Indian Tribe is in full support of the current 
Administration's effort to reassert dominance in energy mineral production by more 
thoroughly and efficiently tapping into domestic energy mineral resources. However, this 
mission cannot be achieved without taking concrete federal action to lift contrived and 
paternalistic bureaucratic obstacles that have historically prevented energy producing 
Indian tribes from fully realizing the economic potential of the often-vast mineral estates 
on their reservation homelands. 




























