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Vessel traffic arriving at our ports contributes hundreds of billions of dollars to the national 
economy. Louisiana is home to five of the nation's 15 largest ports by shipping volume, and its 
commercial fishing landings are the largest in the continental United States, second only to 
Alaska.5 The total tons of cargo that move through Texas's ports rank it first in U.S. maritime
commerce.6 In Alabama, the Port of Mobile is the fastest-growing container terminal in the
United States,7 and in Mississippi the strategic location of the Port of Gulfport allows customers 
to distribute products to 75 percent of the U.S. market within 24 hours.8 We hope that NMFS can
understand why the governors of these states and their vital ports are concerned about any 
proposed regulation that jeopardizes our critical industries. 

Considering the very limited scientific justification and the high risk of economic and national 
security harm, the OCSGC urges NMFS not to designate an expanded c1itical habitat area for 
Rice's whale until more thorough and complete scientific data is developed and widely reviewed. 

The Outer Continental Shelf Governors Coalition appreciates the opportunity to weigh in on this 
critical issue. 

Sincerely, 

State of Louisiana 
Chair, OCS Governors Coalition 

�l:tey 
State of Alabama 
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or Tate Reeves 
State of Mississippi 
Vice Chair, OCS Governors Coalition 

State of Texas 
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6 Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center. The U.S. Coastal and Inland Navigation System - 20/9 Transportation 
Facts & Information. https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards. 
7 Alabama Port Authority - Port of Mobile. 202 I Economic Impact Study Report (Oct. 2022). 
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https://www. Ibo. ms. gov/ misc/strategic/FY? 2/9 3 6-00-p Ian. pdf. 

�� 




