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NEIL C. WEARE 

1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW #190-413 

(202) 304-1202, nweare@equallyamerican.org 

 

EDUCATION 

 

YALE LAW SCHOOL, New Haven, CT, J.D., Class of 2008           

 

LEWIS & CLARK COLLEGE, Portland, OR, B.A. in International Affairs, summa cum laude, Class of 2002 

  

WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

EQUALLY AMERICAN, Washington, D.C. 

President and Founder      February 2013 – Present 

• Founded and direct Equally American, which seeks to end the second-class status of the 4 million Americans living in 

U.S. territories – 98% of whom are racial or ethnic minorities. 

• Developed and litigated Fitisemanu v. United States and Tuaua v. United States, two landmark cases seeking recognition 

of birthright citizenship in U.S. territories and challenging the continuing validity of the Insular Cases, a series of 

controversial, Plessy-era Supreme Court decisions. Also developed and litigated Reeves v. United States and Segovia v. 

United States, two equal protection challenges seeking to expand voting rights in U.S. territories. 

• Organized five amicus briefs and prepared counsel for oral argument before the Supreme Court in Financial Oversight 

and Management Board for Puerto Rico v. Aurelius Investment LLC, calling on the Court to overrule the Insular Cases. 

 

COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL, New York, NY 

Lecturer in Law        Spring Semester 2021 

• Co-teaching Constitutional History of American Empire with Prof. Christina Duffy Ponsa-Kraus, which combines an 

historical review of the legal history of U.S. territories with real-world advocacy opportunities. 

 

LOEB & LOEB LLP, Washington, D.C. 

Associate, Co-Chair D.C. Pro Bono Committee     January 2019 – December 2020 

• Counsel public charities, social welfare organizations, private foundations, and other non-profit organizations on a wide 

array of federal and state corporate governance and tax issues.  

 

YALE LAW SCHOOL, New Haven, CT 

Visiting Lecturer in Law      Spring Semester 2020 

• Taught Law of Territories, an innovative seminar on the legal and political development of U.S. territories that combines 

classroom learning with student projects focused on advancing equality and civil rights in these areas. 

 

TRISTER, ROSS, SCHADLER & GOLD PLLC, Washington, D.C. 

Associate        April 2014 – Jan. 2018  

• Advised public charities, social welfare organizations, private foundations, unions, political organizations, and other 

non-profit organizations on a range of federal and state political law, corporate governance, and tax issues. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY CENTER, Washington, D.C.   

Litigation and Policy Counsel; Supreme Court Fellow       Sept. 2010 – Feb. 2013 

• Co-authored amicus briefs before the Supreme Court and lower courts, including in Arizona Free Enterprise Club v. 

Bennett (public financing) and Shelby County v. Holder (VRA), among other cases.  

• Staffed Supreme Court Review Project, identifying opportunities for amicus participation at the certiorari stage. 

http://www.equalrightsnow.org/fitisemanu
http://www.equalrightsnow.org/case_overview
http://www.equalrightsnow.org/reeves
http://www.equalrightsnow.org/segovia
http://www.equalrightsnow.org/segovia
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/18-1334.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/18-1334.html
https://www.law.columbia.edu/academics/courses/27736
https://courses.law.yale.edu/courses/course/2792
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ALASKA SUPREME COURT, Anchorage, AK    

Law Clerk for Justice Morgan Christen (confirmed to Ninth Circuit in Dec. 2011)  Sept. 2009 – Sept. 2010 

• Assisted Justice Christen in preparing for argument and drafting opinions; wrote bench memos for the full Court. 

 

DAVID ROSEN & ASSOCIATES, New Haven, CT  

Thomas Emerson Fellow      Dec. 2008 – Aug. 2009 

• Drafted merits brief before the Connecticut Supreme Court in Santoro v. Woodbridge arguing that the common law 

right of loss of consortium should be extended to same-sex spouses.  

• Sat as second chair in a personal injury jury trial and a wrongful death jury trial.  

• Helped develop civil rights claim against the East Haven Police Dept. for harassment against Latino community. 

 

PENNSYLVANIA CAMPAIGN FOR CHANGE, Philadelphia, PA  

Deputy Voter Protection Coordinator      Aug. – Nov. 2008 

• Served as Obama campaign liaison to the Philadelphia Board of Elections and PA Department of State, addressing legal 

issues relating to the use of emergency paper ballots, electronic voting machines, voter registration, and more.  

• Organized and managed a team of several hundred volunteer attorneys for voter protection efforts in Philadelphia. 

 

JEROME N. FRANK LEGAL SERVICES ORGANIZATION, Yale Law School, New Haven, CT 

Student Co-Director, Education Adequacy Project      Sept. 2006 – May 2008 

• Argued CCJEF v. Rell, a landmark case establishing a state constitutional right to adequate education, before the 

Connecticut Supreme Court. Led strategy and coordination of six amicus briefs. Assisted with public advocacy.  

• Served as corporate counsel to Connecticut Coalition for Justice and Education Funding (CCJEF), whose diverse 

coalition of members include municipalities, boards of education, unions, parents, and others.  

 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, Washington, D.C. 

Law Clerk, Full Committee, Chairman John Conyers      July – Aug. 2007 

• Focused on voting rights, gov’t accountability, and separation of powers issues, Constitution Sub-Committee.  

 

ARNOLD & PORTER, LLP, Washington, D.C. 

Summer Associate      May – July 2007   

 

UNDERWOOD-AGUON GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGN, Hagåtña, Guam  

Political and Legal Advisor       Aug. 2006 – May 2007 

• Drafted briefs in an expedited election challenge before the Guam Supreme Court and subsequent cert. petition. 

 

THE BRENNAN CENTER FOR JUSTICE AT NYU LAW SCHOOL, New York, NY    

Legal Intern, Democracy Program     May – Aug. 2006 

• Wrote memoranda and advocacy materials addressing voting rights and separation of powers issues.  

 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSWOMAN MADELEINE BORDALLO (GUAM), Washington, D.C.   

Press Secretary        Sept. 2003 – July 2005 

• Developed and implemented media strategy for television, radio, and print media. Staffed civil rights issues. 

 

BAR MEMBERSHIPS 

 

District of Columbia; California (inactive); Michigan (pending); U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia; U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit; U.S. Supreme Court  
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

• After Aurelius: What Future for the Insular Cases? 130 YALE L.J.F. 284 (2020) (with Adriel Cepeda-Derieux). 

• Citizenship in U.S. Territories: Constitutional Right or Congressional Privilege?, CENTRO: JOURNAL OF THE CENTER 

FOR PUERTO RICAN STUDIES, Vol. XXIX, Number 1, Spring 2017. 

• Equally American: A Voting Rights Amendment for U.S. Territories and the District of Columbia, STETSON LAW 

REVIEW, VOL. 46 (2017). 

 

SELECTED OP-EDS AND BLOG POSTS 

 

• The Supreme Court Just Passed Up a Chance to Overrule Appallingly Racist Precedents, Slate.com, June 1, 2020 (with 

Kyla Eastling and Danny Li) 

• The Constitution, COVID-19, and Growing Healthcare Disparities in U.S. Territories, Expert Forum, ACSlaw.org, 

April 28, 2020 (with Rosa Hayes and Mary Charlotte Carroll) 

• Trump’s Threat to Restrict Birthright Citizenship Has (Troubling) Precedent, Take Care Blog, Nov. 13, 2018 (with 

Sam Erman) 

• Why The Insular Cases Must Become the Next Plessy, Harvard Law Review Blog, March 28, 2018 

• Guam, America’s Forgotten Front Line, New York Times, August 14, 2017 (with Rodney Cruz) 

• Citizenship is a Birthright in U.S. Territories, CNN.com, February 19, 2014 

• Americans in Territories Have Earned Right to Pick President, Orlando Sentinel, March 18, 2014 

• A Dream Deferred: “Separate and Unequal” in U.S. Territories, ACSblog, August 23, 2013 

• Race and the Right to Vote, ThomasPaine.com, August 24, 2006 (with Erika Wood) 

 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

 

• Presenter, The Insular Cases In Light of Aurelius, Yale Law School (November 2020) 

• Guest Lecture, Equally American: Civil Rights in U.S. Territories, Yale Law School (April 2019) 

• Guest Lecture, Voting Rights in the Territories, Harvard Law School (February 2019) 

• Panelist, Segovia v. United States: Territorial Rights (And Wrongs), 2018 Virgin Islands Bar Association Midyear 

Meeting, St. Croix, USVI (May 2018) 

• Panelist, Voting Rights in U.S. Territories, 2016 National Conference of State Legislatures Capitol Forum, Washington, 

DC (December 2016) 

• Panelist, Constitutional Rights in U.S. Territories, 2016 Lavender Law Conference, Washington, DC (August 2016) 

• Presenter, Emerging Issues of Political Status in the Territorial and Insular Jurisdictions of the United States, Stetson 

University School of Law, Gulfport, FL (March 2016) 

• Presenter, One-Hundred Years of the Jones Act and Puerto Rican U.S. Citizenship, Hunter College Center for Puerto 

Rican Studies, New York, NY (October 2015) 

• Guest Lecture, A Dream Deferred: Constitutional Rights in the Caribbean and the Pacific, University of Puerto Rico 

Institute of Caribbean Studies, University of Puerto Rico-Río Piedras (UPR-RP) (September 2013) 

• Guest Lecture, Equal Rights for Guam: Tuaua v. United States and the Possible Reconsideration of the Insular Cases 

by the Supreme Court, Guam Bar Association, Hagåtña, GU (May 2013) 

• Guest Lecture, The Constitutional Relationship Between U.S. Territories and the Federal Government, Northern 

Mariana Islands Bar Association, Saipan, NMI (May 2013) 

• Guest Lecture, Citizenship and the Fourteenth Amendment, American Samoa Bar Association (March 2012) 

https://www.yalelawjournal.org/pdf/WeareDerieuxEssay_83nwuvx8.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2927402
https://www2.stetson.edu/law-review/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/3.Weare_.46.2.pdf
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/06/puerto-rico-insular-cases-supreme-court.html
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/the-constitution-covid-19-and-growing-healthcare-disparities-in-u-s-territories/
https://takecareblog.com/blog/trump-s-threat-to-restrict-birthright-citizenship-has-troubling-precedent
https://blog.harvardlawreview.org/why-the-insular-cases-must-become-the-next-plessy/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/14/opinion/guam-north-korea-american-ally-.html?mcubz=1&_r=0
http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/19/opinion/weare-citizenship-birthright-samoa/index.html?hpt=op_t1
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/os-ed-territories-vote-031814-20140317,0,4970280.story
http://www.equalrightsnow.org/a_dream_deferred
https://www.brennancenter.org/analysis/race-and-right-vote
https://www.yalelawjournal.org/news/announcing-insular-cases-panel-in-honor-of-judge-juan-torruella
https://law.yale.edu/yls-today/yale-law-school-events/equally-american-civil-rights-us-territories-conversation-neil-weare
https://hls.harvard.edu/event/voting-rights-in-the-territories/
http://www.kutakrock.com/Arce-Present-Virgin-Islands-Meeting-2018/
http://www.ncsl.org/meetings-training/2016-ncsl-capitol-forum-agenda.aspx
http://lgbtbar.org/annual/2016-concurrent-workshops/
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/vibar.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/Symposium_2016_Program_(002).pdf/
http://centropr.hunter.cuny.edu/about/centro-news/symposium-and-call-papers
file:///C:/Users/nweare/AppData/Local/Temp/Institute%20of%20Caribbean%20Studies,%20University%20of%20Puerto%20Rico-Río%20Piedras%20(UPR-RP)
http://www.equalrightsnow.org/gba_cle
http://www.equalrightsnow.org/gba_cle
http://cnmibar.net/cle.asp
http://www.asbar.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3652:the-bar-discusses-the-14th-amendment&catid=13
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CONGRESSIONAL ADVOCACY 

 

• Witness, “Voting Rights and Election Administration in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Other Territories,” Committee on 

House Administration, Subcommittee on Elections, July 28, 2020 

• Letter in Support of H.Res. 641, Rejecting Insular Cases, June 3, 2020 

• Letter in Support of Insular Area Medicaid Parity Act, H.R. 6495, May 4, 2020 

• Statement on Section 19 of S.1237, The American Samoa Citizenship Plebiscite Act, Committee on Energy and 

Natural Resources, U.S. Senate, July 11, 2013 (with Charles Ala’ilima) 

 

SELECTED EARNED MEDIA 

 

Video 

• U.S. Territories, HBO’s Last Week Tonight With John Oliver, March 8, 2015 (critiquing the Insular Cases and 

continued disenfranchisement in U.S. territories) 

• U.S. Denies Veterans Voting Rights, Short Film by CrowdJustice, February 7, 2017  

• American Citizens in U.S. Territories Should Have Full Voting Rights, Sen. Elizabeth Warren, April 7, 2016, Senate 

Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

• Part-Time Americans, Short Film by the Stateless Voices Project, February 7, 2015 

 

Radio/Podcasts 

• The Lack of Voting Rights in Puerto Rico and Other U.S. Territories, America The Voiceless, October 16, 2020 

• Blocked From The Ballot: Meet Pamela Colon, Who Lives In A U.S. Territory, WAMU’s 1a, March 17, 2020 

• Americanish, WYNC’s Radiolab, April 19, 2019 

• American Samoans Sue For Birthright Citizenship, WNYC’s The Takeaway, April 9, 2018. 

  

Print/Online 

• Ex-Hawaii Residents in Territories Seek Presidential Voting, AP, Jennifer Sinco Kelleher, October 9, 2020 

• The Left and Right’s Blind Spot in Systemic Racism: The US Colonies, TheGrio.com, Cong. Stacey Plaskett, June 

24, 2020 

• American Samoans Should Be Granted U.S. Citizenship, Judge Rules, New York Times, Michael Levenson, 

December 13, 2019 

• Federal Judge Rules American Samoans Are U.S. Citizens by Birth. Finally., Slate.com, Mark Joseph Stern, 

December 12, 2019 

• Roberts, Urged to Overrule Race-Based 'Insular Cases,' Questioned Relevance, The National Law Journal, Marcia 

Coyle, October 15, 2019 

• A New Tool In A Century-Old Fight For Voting Rights, The Atlantic, Vann R. Newkirk II, February 27, 2017 

• The Legal Residue of Empire, The Atlantic, Garrett Epps, June 16, 2016 

• High Court Veterans Make Argument For Birthright Citizenship, National Law Journal, Marcia Coyle, May 31, 

2016 

• People Of American Samoa Are Not Fully American, Bloomberg View, Noah Feldman, March 13, 2016  

https://cha.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/voting-rights-and-election-administration-us-virgin-islands-and-other
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/wethepeopleproject/pages/232/attachments/original/1591215321/Equally_American__Letter_of_Support_for_H.Res_641.pdf?1591215321
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/wethepeopleproject/pages/229/attachments/original/1588605200/Equally_American__Letter_re_Insular_Area_Medicaid_Parity_Act.pdf?1588605200
https://www.scribd.com/document/153140934/Alailima-Weare-Testimony-on-S-1237
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CesHr99ezWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRJTim6oIb4
https://www.warren.senate.gov/?p=video&id=1144
https://vimeo.com/118981545
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=724882701431328
https://the1a.org/segments/blocked-from-the-ballot-meet-pamela-colon-who-lives-in-a-u-s-territory/
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/articles/americanish
https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/american-samoans-sue-birthright-citizenship
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/ex-hawaii-residents-in-territories-seek-presidential-voting/2020/10/09/2759f8e4-0a5f-11eb-8719-0df159d14794_story.html
https://thegrio.com/2020/06/24/stacey-plaskett-us-colonies-racism/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/13/us/american-samoa-us-citizenship.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2019/12/american-samoa-birthright-citizenship-fitisemanu.html
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2019/10/15/roberts-urged-to-overrule-race-based-insular-cases-questioned-relevance/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/02/guam-territories-lawsuit-voting-rights/517881/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/06/american-empire/487232/
http://www.nationallawjournal.com/supremecourtbrief/id=1202758945284/High-Court-Veterans-Make-Arguments-for-Birthright-Citizenship?mcode=0&curindex=0&curpage=ALL&slreturn=20160810190257
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2016-03-13/people-of-american-samoa-aren-t-fully-american

