














Three Cs for Sage-grouse 
Cooperation, Collaboration, and Conservation the Keys to Saving Sage-grouse 

 
The State of Idaho has shown itself to be a leader among the western states in conserving 
the greater sage-grouse.  The State and its stakeholders have been proactively working on 
sage-grouse management and conservation efforts since the early 1950s.  As the timeline 
for the sage-grouse listing decision became clear, Governor Otter established a 15-member 
task force in early 2012 to take an even closer look at addressing both short and long-term 
solutions to the threats to the species and its habitat.  The task force was comprised of a 
wide cross-section of Idaho’s public including ranchers, sportsmen, conservation groups, 
energy representatives, interested public, and federal and state agency officials.  Our 
assignment was to develop a detailed, science-based strategy for conserving the species 
alongside land uses aimed at avoiding the need to list sage-grouse under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA).  We involved and incorporated the advice of top sage grouse biologists 
and sagebrush habitat scientists. 
 
As members of the Idaho Sage-grouse Task Force, it has been our mission since inception to 
ensure the species' long-term viability in Idaho.  We were brought together to develop a 
regulatory plan to address the priority threats to the species’ welfare.  The intent of our 
efforts was that this plan could become a standard for resource managers as they sought to 
wisely manage habitat in a way that facilitated a more secure, resilient sage-grouse 
population.   
 
The Idaho sage-grouse plan was quickly recognized as a worthy effort.  Two years ago, the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS), the federal agency charged with determining whether 
or not the species would be listed, wrote a letter to Governor Otter stating that the 
foundation of the Idaho Plan was “solid and grounded in scientific concepts….”  Further 
progress was made last year when the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest 
Service listed the Idaho strategy as a co-preferred alternative in their draft land use plan 
amendments.  In the months that followed, the state worked intensively with the federal 
agencies to narrow the remaining issues and ensure that our strategy both meets the needs 
of the species and federal requirements.  It was acknowledged by the federal agencies that 
not only did the state plan address the correct threats but it also put forward a strong, 
collaborative, and meaningful effort towards conserving sage-grouse.   
 
Our plan contains three elements most essential to conservation of the species:  
collaboration, cooperation, and conservation.   Importantly, this was done collaboratively 
with a majority of interested parties represented on the task force so the product could be 
embraced and implemented by all.  This has been the hallmark of the sage-grouse 
conservation work done in Idaho, since the inception of the first local working group in the 
1990s.  Working together in an organized collaborative and cooperative way, we believe, is 
the only avenue for success in a situation as huge and complex as this. 
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Though the work has been difficult, the federal agencies engaged with the State of Idaho in 
a productive effort to reach a consensus conservation plan.   However, in the last four 
months, the Department of Interior (DOI) appears to have advanced positions that depart 
significantly from earlier federal input.  U.S. Senator James Risch recently asked Secretary 
Jewell in a Senate committee hearing why the "goalpost was being moved" when we were so 
close to finalizing our plan.  We are very concerned that these recent shifts will diminish 
the broad support for the Idaho Plan that we worked so hard to achieve.  When 
collaboration fails, we believe that efforts to conserve the species will suffer.   
 
We recognize that contentious issues remain between the federal agencies and the State of 
Idaho.  We call on the Department of the Interior to resolve these remaining issues in a way 
that conserves sage-grouse and fits Idaho’s all lands-all hands approach.  The work of the 
Idaho task force gives witness to the fact that, all of us, collectively, are the best hope for 
sage-grouse.  Working together we can get this done.   
 
Many of us are very concerned about the severe impacts that an Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) listing could have on our industries and on land uses in the state.  We also firmly 
believe that conservation efforts are most effective when they are based on sound biological 
principles and applied with support of people at the local level.  We ask that the federal 
agencies recognize the creativity and cooperative spirit that we demonstrated through our 
task force efforts as positive elements to build upon, not deficiencies.  We as Idahoans are 
ready to take the actions needed to conserve sage-grouse and the rangelands upon which we 
all rely.        
 
Members of the Idaho Governor’s Sage Grouse Task Force: 

 
 

Will Whelan     Scott Bedke       Dr. Robert Cope 
The Nature Conservancy   Idaho House Speaker     Lemhi County Commissioner 

 
Brett Dumas     Senator Bert Brackett     Bill Meyers 
Idaho Power     Idaho State Senate      Renewable Energy 

 
John Robison     Gene Gray       Jack Oyler 
Idaho Conservation League   Local Working Group Rep.      Sportsmen for fish and Wildlife 
 
Richard Savage    Rochelle Oxarango 
Idaho Cattle Association   Public at Large 
 
Chuck Jones     Russ Hendricks 
J.R Simplot Co.    Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 
 
Randy Vranes    Jerry Hoagland 
Monsanto     Owyhee County Commissioner
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