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Lee Zeldin was sworn in as the 17th 

Administrator of the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency on January 29, 2025. 

Administrator Zeldin has dedicated much of his 

life to public service. He served 22 years in the 

military, having deployed to Iraq in 2006 while 

serving as a paratrooper with the Army’s Elite 

82nd Airborne Division. The Administrator retired 

as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army Reserve in 

May 2025. He also served in the New York State 

Senate from 2011-2014 before getting elected to 

Congress representing New York’s 1st District from 2015-2023. 

Under Administrator Zeldin’s leadership, the Trump EPA launched the Powering 

the Great American Comeback initiative, focusing the agency’s work on its core 

mission while heeding the economic demands of the American people. In just his 

first 9 months on the job, Administrator Zeldin traveled to all 50 states to hear 

directly from the residents, business owners, and elected officials most impacted 

by agency policies. 

On the 100th, 200th, and 300th days of President Trump’s term in office, Zeldin 

released lists of the top 100 environmental wins during each 100-day period. 

These include binational agreements with Mexico to urgently and permanently 

end the Tijuana River Sewage Crisis, the completion of a historic wildfire cleanup 

in Los Angeles in under 30 days, increasing water quality standards for the 

Delaware River Basin, cracking down on the import of illegal pesticides, and 

advancing land remediation. 



At the same time, the Trump EPA is pursuing the largest deregulatory effort in 

American history, while also pursuing operational savings at the agency that now 

adds up to roughly $30 billion. 

At just 23, Lee became the youngest attorney in New York State at the time. Born 

and raised on Long Island, New York, Lee and his wife Diana are proud parents to 

their twin daughters, Mikayla and Arianna. 

 


