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1. February 25, 2026, A pamphlet from U.S. Chamber of Commerce titled “The Business 

Community Urges Implementation of Basel Convention to Boost Domestic Recycling 
and Critical Minerals Recovery,” submitted by the Majority.  

2. April 22, 2026, A letter from the American Coatings Association addressed to Chairman 
Guthrie, Chairman Palmer, Ranking Member Pallone, and Ranking Member Tonko, 
submitted by the Minority.  

3. April 16, 2026, A article from SciTechDaily titled “Century-Old Cleaning Chemical 
Linked to 500% Increased Risk of Parkinson’s Disease,” submitted by the Minority. 

4. March 18, 2024, A press release from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency titled 
“Biden-Harris Administration finalizes ban on ongoing uses of asbestos to protect people 
from cancer,” submitted by the Minority. 

5. December 2022, An executive summary from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
titled “Chlorine Supply Chain,” submitted by the Minority. 

6. April 13, 2026, A article from the Associated Press titled “Iran war has some US water 
utilities facing fluoride shortage,” submitted by the Minority. 

7. June 19, 2025, A press release from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
titled “NIH to Fund Long-Term Health Studies for East Palestine After Train Disaster,” 
submitted by the Minority. 

8. February, 3, 2026, A article from WKBN titled “Uncertainty still clouds East Palestine on 
derailment anniversary,” submitted by the Minority. 
 
 









4  |   The Business Community Urges Implementation of Basel Convention to Boost Domestic Recycling and Critical Minerals Recovery

Addressing the domestic implementation gaps that would enable the United States to 
implement the Basel Convention serves national security interests by creating an opportunity 
for the U.S. to build greater capacity and efficiency for the recovery of discarded electronics 
resulting in more resilient supply chains for U.S. companies.

Key Facts

Plastic Waste Electronic Waste

•	 In 2024, the U.S. imported 492,101 tons of plastic 
– a 10% year over year increase – but many types 
of plastic feedstock are currently prohibited 
from export to the United States by Parties to 
the Convention (due to a trade with non-party 
prohibition).

•	 The plastics recycling industry supports roughly 
30,000 jobs and $6 billion in economic output as 
recently as 2019.

•	 The U.S. generated 7.1 million metric tons of e-waste 
in 2022, much of which contained critical rare earth 
elements. 

•	 Consumer electronics, defense and medical 
technology are dependent on critical materials. They 
also support more than 22 million jobs and produce 
more than $7.4 trillion in economic activity each year. 

Government-funded research into advanced recovery technologies

•	 Department of Energy, through its E-SCRAP program, awards $4 million to U.S. companies developing technology 
to recover critical minerals.

•	 Department of Energy announces a separate $500 million award for battery recycling facilities.

•	 Department of War awards $5.1 million to U.S. company, REEcycle, for its work recovering the rare earth elements 
used in neodymium magnets.

Recycling e-waste offers the U.S. one potential solution to the problem of expanding the domestic supply of rare 
earth elements that builds on President Trump’s existing and planned investments in domestic critical material 
mining and processing facilities.
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ACA is the premier trade association dedicated to advancing the interests of the coatings industry 
and represents paint and coatings manufacturers, suppliers, distributors, and technical 
professionals.  Many of today's paints and coatings may go unnoticed by the consumer, but they 
play increasingly valuable roles in delivering high-quality foodstuffs, durable goods, housing, 
furniture, and thousands of other products to market.  Formulators in the paint and coatings 
industry strive to enhance the performance characteristics of these products as well as develop 
innovations that take advantage of new chemistries that are more environmentally friendly and 
safer for human health.  Innovation in the coatings industry relies upon successful navigation of 
the chemical review process under the Lautenberg Act.   
 
Uncertainty in the Chemical Review Process Forces Companies to Look Beyond the American 
Marketplace, Undermining Economic Growth In the United States 
 
Chronic problems with implementation of the Lautenberg amendments continue to plague EPA 
and bottleneck the review process to the point where it has become a significant obstacle to 
innovation and competitiveness in the coatings industry.  ACA member companies have reported 
that they are more likely to launch a new product or technology outside of the United States due 
to the uncertainty of the chemical review process at EPA.  ACA companies also indicate that their 
willingness to engage in the chemical review process has waned considerably and many 
companies have withdrawn PMN applications or severely cut down on the number of applications 
being submitted.  Several examples include: 
 

• Pre-manufacture notices - Delays in the processing of pre-manufacture notices well 
beyond the statutory timeframe are the routine.  Waiting over a year or even longer has 
creates unacceptable uncertainty in this process and ACA is concerned that this backlog is 
causing the US to lose the ability to innovate and introduce new and better chemistries to 
US customers.  These valuable new technologies are now being introduced in other 
countries such as Canada, Europe, and Asia where the review process is more efficient.  
Consequently, since commercialization is easier in other countries, the number of new 
Premanufacture Notice (PMN) applications from the coatings industry has decreased 
significantly since the Lautenberg amendments.   

 
• Risk Evaluations - The risk evaluation process for chemicals already on the market seem to 

lead the agency to unnecessary restrictions or bans on the use of certain chemicals. Such 
assumptions result in the agency overstating risk for a variety of downstream industrial, 
commercial and consumer chemical uses, having a far-reaching impact on our company’s 
ability to bring a product to the retail shelf or the industrial market.   
 

In order to provide American companies a reasonable and appropriate pathway to success and to 
facilitate positive economic growth in our country, environmental regulations like TSCA must be 
based upon sound science.   
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As indicated, TSCA is not the only environmental requirement that acts as barriers or obstacles to 
ACA companies and we look forward to working with this committee to identify opportunities to 
improve implementation of TSCA and other requirements.  All industry, including the coatings 
industry, needs a reliable, efficient, and predictable chemicals management system that does not 
negatively impact our supply chains and economic growth.   
 
If you have any questions regarding TSCA implementation issues or the coatings industry, please 
do not hesitate to reach out to me at hmcauliffe@paint.org . 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 
 
Heidi K. McAuliffe 
Senior Vice President, Government Affairs 
 



















































“Vice President Vance, thank you for your persistence on this issue,” Secretary
Kennedy said. “You helped drive the first large-scale, coordinated, multi-year federal
study dedicated to the long-term health effects of the East Palestine, Ohio disaster.
The people of East Palestine have a right to clear, science-backed answers about the
impact on their health.”

“As a senator, it was incredibly frustrating watching the Biden administration refuse
to examine the potentially dangerous health impacts on the people of East Palestine
following the train derailment,” Vice President Vance said. “I’m proud that we finally
have a new president that takes the concerns of everyday, working-class people
seriously. This historic research initiative will finally result in answers that this
community deserves, and I’m grateful for the work of Secretary Kennedy and Director
Bhattacharya on these efforts.”

On Feb. 3, 2023, a Norfolk Southern freight train derailment involving 38 cars carrying
hazardous chemicals—including vinyl chloride, butyl acrylate, ethylene glycol, and
benzene residue—resulted in prolonged fires and controlled burns in East Palestine.
Following the derailment, several railcars burned for more than two days, and
emergency responders conducted controlled burns which raised concerns about the
airborne release of hydrogen chloride and phosgene.

Community members experienced and reported a range of initial health symptoms—
including headaches as well as respiratory, skin, and eye irritations—prompting
concern about broader long-term impacts on maternal and child health as well as
psychological, immunological, respiratory, and cardiovascular effects.

“NIH is working to ensure that the people of East Palestine and the surrounding
communities are listened to, cared for, and get the answers they deserve,” NIH
Director Jay Bhattacharya said. “This multi-disciplinary research program will focus
on public health tracking and surveillance of the community’s health conditions to
support health care decisions and preventive measures.”

The multi-disciplinary, community-focused series of studies that will focus on:

Longitudinal epidemiological research to understand the health impacts of
exposures on short- and long-term health outcomes including relevant biological
markers of risk.
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Public health tracking and surveillance of the community’s health conditions to
support health care decisions and preventive measures.

Extensive, well-coordinated, communications among researchers, study
participants, community stakeholders, health care providers, government
officials, and others to establish a comprehensive approach to address the
affected communities’ health concerns.

Technical details, application information, and other background material to the
public were released today. It is expected that a series of grants will be issued to
analyze various types of studies and community activities. The deadline to submit
research proposals is July 21. Research projects to start this fall. Learn more here
<https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/programs/east palestine/ep research opportunity>.

“The announcement today of the funding for long-term health studies for the people
of East Palestine is great news for the community,” Governor Mike DeWine said.
“This funding will enable the people of East Palestine to have the peace of mind that
comes from knowing that any potential for long-term health effects will be studied by
the scientists at the National Institutes of Health. I thank President Trump, Vice
President Vance, and Secretary Kennedy for their commitment now and into the
future.”

“Let’s be clear, Joe Biden abandoned East Palestine and left a community of working
Americans behind when they needed him most,” Senator Bernie Moreno (R-Ohio)
said. “I’m beyond grateful that President Trump, Vice President Vance, and Secretary
Kennedy are moving quickly to make the community whole again and help these
Ohioans in need. This is a huge step toward finally getting justice for East Palestine.”

“On its path to full recovery, East Palestine deserves the reassurance that comes with
transparency, and, thanks to the Trump Administration, that’s what they’re getting,”
Senator Jon Husted (R-Ohio) said. “My commitment to East Palestine means
making sure that we have the facts necessary to respond effectively and
compassionately—now and into the future. I’m thankful for the leadership of
President Trump and Vice President Vance, as well as Secretary Kennedy and Director
Bhattacharya, in fighting for East Palestine and ensuring all impacted get the support
they need and deserve.”
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