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EDUCATION

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL WASHINGTON, DC
Senior Strategic Director for Health & Senior Attorney; Previonsly Director, Health Program
= Helps to oversee advocacy and strategy on health, drinking water, pesticides, toxic chemicals

= Senior strategist and advocate on numerous lobbying, litigation, and advocacy campaigns.

THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS WASHINGTON, DC

Deputy Director, Peww Health Group; Senior Director, Food Programs
= Oversaw food safety, additives, school foods, & antibiotics in animal agriculture projects

= Created campaign that enacted the first overhaul of FDA food safety laws in 70 years

= Developed proposal for extensive water infrastructure project

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC WORKS WASHINGTON, DC
General Connsel and Deputy Staff Director

= Oversaw Committee legal, legislative and oversight activities and staff with Staff Director.

= Supervised neatly 100 hearings, and the passage of dozens of bills.

» Helped draft/negotiate major legislation including on climate change, Energy (enacted in
2007); Consumer Product Safety Improvement law; water legislation; Mercury Export Ban.

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL (NRDC) WASHINGTON, DC

Director, Advocacy Center & Excecutive Director, NRDC Action Fund (2000)

Senior Attorney (1991-2006); Director, Public Health Program; Director, Drinking Water Project

= Oversaw major advocacy campaigns for NRDC including drinking water, climate change,
toxics, and land and natural resources campaigns, managing about a dozen staff.

» Chaired Campaign for Safe & Affordable Drinking Water with over 300 health and other
groups. Successfully fought to amend the Safe Drinking Water Act in 1996.

= Litigated major federal cases on safe drinking water and other issues.

» Helped lead successful effort to strengthen the pesticide laws, resulting in enactment of the
Food Quality Protection Act of 1996, and litigated to improve implementation.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION WASHINGT()N, DC

Counsel, Environmental Quality Division

= Advocacy, lobbying, media, and litigation on pollution and toxics issues including drinking
water, Superfund and hazardous waste, Clean Water Act, Exxon Valdez oil spill.

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY WASHINGTON, DC
Staff Attorney, Office of General Counsel, Water Division and Waste Division

= Regulatory review, client counseling, and litigation including briefing and arguments on Safe
Drinking Water Act, underground injection, hazardous waste, Clean Water Act, etc.

1984

1981

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, SCHOOL OF LAW, J.D.
Otder of the Coif legal honorts society; Editor of environmental law journal

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, COLUMBIA COLLEGE, A.B.

Independent major in Environmental Biology & Policy, Dean’s List



BOARDS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

Currently serves or has in the past served on numerous boards and committees including as: a Board Member of:
Food Policy Action; a member of the National Academy of Medicine’s Food Forum; a member of the Board of
Directors for Supporters of Agtricultural Research Foundation; a member of the Board of Directors for the
Keystone Center; a member of the Boatrd of Directors for Protected Harvest; a member of the National Drinking
Water Advisory Council; a member of several EPA Regulatory Negotiations and advisory committees on Safe
Drinking Water Act regulations; a member of the EPA-AWWARFE Microbial and Disinfection Byproducts
research advisory committee; a member of the Policy Committee of Children’s Environmental Health Network; a
member of the League of Conservation Voters vote advisoty committee; a member of the Stakeholder Advisory
Committee for Alexandria RiverRenew (Combined Sewer Overflow) project; and a member of many other
professional committees.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

e Numerous blogs and analyses posted at https://www.nrdc.org/experts/erik-d-olson

e  Testified in U.S. Congress more than 50 times on issues including drinking water, PFAS and other toxic
chemicals, pesticides, oil spills, and hazardous waste.
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