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Thank you and welcome everyone. 
 
For decades, America has led as one of the best places to do business, while also 
ensuring we have some of the highest environmental standards in the world.  
 
This has created well-paying jobs for Americans, driven economic prosperity, and 
made sure people have safe and healthy communities to raise a family.  
 
That prosperity and opportunity is being threatened by the Biden Administration.  
 
President Biden’s radical rush-to-green agenda is raising costs across the board. 
 
People are suffering just to afford to fill up their gas tanks, feed their families, and 
keep the lights on. 

Now, the EPA is attempting to take this extreme agenda one step further by 
proposing unattainable standards on fine particulate matter – or PM 2.5. 

This comes after EPA had already concluded the current standards are protective 
of public health… 
 
…and this will be devastating for American businesses, people’s livelihoods, and 
our economic leadership. 
 
As we will hear from witnesses, if EPA finalizes these unrealistic PM standards, 
there will be far-reaching consequences, including pushing us further to the brink 
of a recession.  
 
These standards will make it nearly impossible to build new manufacturing 
facilities, including for things like EVs and Semiconductors.   
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It will undermine the work to expand America’s manufacturing base, making it 
impossible to secure our supply chains and build products that people have come to 
rely on every day.  
 
The harm would extend to nearly every sector of our economy as well, like power, 
agriculture, construction, and forestry. 
 
Studies indicate this could jeopardize hundreds of billions of dollars in U.S. 
economic activity and nearly a million jobs. 
 
The proposed standards could actually make it more difficult to protect people 
from harmful air pollutants, a fundamental responsibility of the EPA. 
 
By all measures, the nation’s air quality has improved dramatically since the Clean 
Air Act was signed into law, and the current standards are improving quality even 
more.   
 
Overall, emissions of pollutants regulated by air quality standards have dropped 73 
percent since 1980.   
 
Air quality for this particular category today is more than 40 percent better than in 
2000.  
 
All told, U.S. air quality is the best in the world, and it’s getting cleaner.  
 
Just three years ago, the EPA confirmed that the current standards for PM 2.5 were 
protective of public health, following a comprehensive review required by law.  
 
Despite this progress, the Biden EPA is taking steps to introduce these new 
“divorced from reality” standards. 
 
This will force investors and jobs out of the U.S. and to countries like China, the 
largest polluter in the world with the worst environmental standards. 
 
...and could make air quality even worse for many Americans, as the new limits 
would prevent the needed management to prevent wildfires, which cause a lot of 
the PM emissions. 
 
This reckless agenda to crush American manufacturing will be unworkable for 
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states and local governments, making it difficult to permit investments in their 
communities and grow their local economies.   
 
By some estimates, a fifth of all U.S. counties could find that they’re not in 
compliance with the most radical levels the EPA is proposing.  
 
They’ll be gridlocked with new regulations and controls, losing opportunities to 
further improving the lives of the people in the community.   
 
Even areas that meet the standards will be unable to permit expanded or new 
manufacturing and industry… 
 
…and depending on the level of these new standards, these burdens could extend 
across much of the nation, including the most economically active areas of the 
country.  
 
The extreme agenda of the Biden Administration is already crushing our economy. 
 
Making it impossible to create economic opportunity in communities is not how 
the Clean Air Act was meant to be used. 
 
We need to stay focused on the real goal, which is continued American economic 
leadership while also ensuring clean and safe communities for people and their 
families. 
 
This is how we’ve led for decades and how we continue to be a world leader in 
reducing emissions, improving air quality, lifting people out of poverty, and raising 
the standard of living. 
 
I welcome our witnesses today, who will provide important testimony.  
 
And I yield back. 
 
###  


