Uongress of the Yinited States
Washington, BE 20515

July 17,2018
The Honorable Andrew Wheeler
Acting Administrator

U.S: Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania: Ave. NW
'\Vnehmgfnn_ T 20460

Acting Administrator Wheeler:

We write to'you about drinking water contamination from per- and polyfluorinated chemicals
{PFAS) and the: exlstmg health adwsory levels for PF OA and PFOS.

We are: glad that after what seemed like a long delay, on June 20, 2018, a draft Toxicological
Profile for PFAS written by the Agency for Toxic ‘Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR).
was released to obtain public comment on its contents. Novw that it has been: released, we have
heard suggesnons that this draft study shows the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's
(EPA’s) current health advxsory fevels for PFOA and PFOS in drmklng water - sét at 70 parts per
trillion (ppt) - could bé 7 to-ten times higher than what ATSDR. has preliminarily identified as
the minimal risk level (MRL) forthese chemicals.

According to the draft Toxicological Profile, exposure to PFOS and PFOA above the MRL

mlght be associated with: pregnancy-induced hypertensmn/pre—eclampsxa, liver damage,
iticreases in total cholesterol and LDL cholesterol, increased risk of thyroid dlsease, decreased
antlbndy response to vaccines, increased risk of decreased femhty, and decreases in'birth welght._

In light of the potential serious-health i lSSUES that could resilt from exposure to PFOS and PFOA
above this draft MRL, we urge the U.S. Envir rotection Agency (EPA) to review the
final toxicological profile and, as appropnate, act unmedlately 10 adjust the health advisory
levels for PFOS and PFOA.

In addition, the draft Toxicological Profile identified PFHxS and PFNA, additional types of
PFAS, that are also potentially associated with health issués. Currently, there isno health
advisory level for these chemicals. If warranted, the EPA should move 1o create health advisories
for these addmonal chemicals.

‘We urge youto work with ATSDR as. you develop toxicity values, analytical methods, and
teeatment options on'PFAS for states, mbes, lacal govemments, and health professmnals :

While: critical scientific i mputs on PFAS are missing, the mfon_natzon that is currently out there is-
raising marly. publ:c queet_l_ons “The EPA should move qmckly to _ake appropnate changes 1o

the existing dnnkmg water health’ adwsones that eﬁ'e tively c
the public, as well as provide tools for adequate’ protectmn frol

X posure to these chermcals

Sincerely,

PRINTERS DN RECYCLED PAREA
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MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
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Brenda L. Lawrence
MEMBER OF CONGRESS






