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Going to get the committee in order.

before we start -- and we don't want to

’
in thing. We have got work to do.
ask, since Steve is a member of the full
e just take a moment and in our own way
ind then we will go to opening statements.
ilence]

So good morning and welcome to today's

Today we will markup three pieces of

up .

|

the foundations of the subcommittee's

ur first hearing this year in February that

g themes of our legislation work this

to identify the best ways to modernize the
ur Jjurisdiction.
2l in this work was to implement practical
]

elopment which supports our congressional
f legislation we will consider this morning
agenda.

onmental Redevelopment and Reauthorization

contaminated sites is a priority for the

ates that will accelerate infrastructure and

We will first consider Brownfields
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id the Brownfields program is great for the

jrants can be directly leveraged into jobs,
lopments funds and increase residential and
ty values.

funding and cleanup is also critically

hoting investment in new infrastructure and

ol our existing infrastructure.
importance of the Brownfields program, it
worized since 2006 and the bill we are
7/ reauthorizes the program to make several
Wtts to the Brownfields law that will result
ng cleaned up.

/| bipartisan bill will further the goal of
ructure development and will result in
enefits to all our districts and I hope my
upport this legislation.

consider the Nuclear Waste Policy

Amendments Acts ¢if 2017. Nuclear waste management policy is

not a partisan igjsue and there is an urgent need for Congress
to address this ¢hallenge as taxpayer liability continues to
skyrocket due to|fthe federal government's unfulfilled
obligations.

This commitfjee has received testimony from sources of

expert witnesses |jabout challenges associated with managing
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1. The bill before us today is a direct

ensive hearing record.

nds the Nuclear Waste Policy Act to make key
tion's nuclear waste management policy.

uring the pending consideration of Yucca

ry license can be successfully completed,
partnership with the state of Nevada to

e state, authorizing an interim storage

g continuity in DOE's program management and
that funds the disposal program.

the Ozone Standards

call up H.R. 806,

t of 2017. The bill extends the ozone

tation schedule and air quality standard,

s to reduce unnecessary burdens on states

ticularly supports our nation's

d manufacturing agenda because it aligns air

g for new sources with the extended ozone

hedule.

anufacturing facilities which will continue
install the best available emissions
quickly proceed to new construction or

i1l put our economic growth on a faster
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deserve wide bipartisan support and with

my time and recognize the ranking member of
for three minutes.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I want to join with
ong our thoughts and prayers to our Energy
eague, Steve Scalise, as well as the Capitol
nd staffers that were injured yesterday.

and a cowardly act, and we all join in
a full and speedy recovery. So you are

n show the American people that we are still
public and we can do it with respect and we
vility,

even when we disagree.

ubcommittee will markup three bills -- the

cement Economic Redevelopment and
ct, the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendment Act
ds Implementation Act.

respect our allotted time for opening

1l save my comments on the individual bills
e serious concerns with the Ozone and

ls.
id, I do want to express my humble support

for the chair and the majority staff for
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side on the bill to reauthorize EPA's

am .
has a tremendous record of cleaning up our

raging public and private dollars and

properties back to productive use.

e reforms before us today reflect many of
well as the consensus from many stakeholder

aningful improvements to the program.

g this program would send a strong signal to
the administration that this program indeed
the authorized level.

ould like reiterate my concern that our

ed to receive testimony from the
any of these bills.

But

many positions are still being filled.

this can no longer

al that we get the administration's feedback
well as a better sense of their policies
ties.

n have Administrator Pruitt before us in the
scuss EPA's budget and other ongoing issues
past with Administrator McCarthy.

by saying the Brownfields bill shows that
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when we come together and negotiate. I
other issues to replicate that bipartisan
le, the effort to update the Safe Drinking
thank you for your concerns on that issue.
rd to a meaningful and respectful debate
hearing from our colleagues on both sides of
th that, Mr. Chair, I yield back.

The gentleman yields back his time.
w recognizes the chairman of the full
lden, for three minutes.

I thank the gentleman and I join him and
both sides of the aisle in honoring Steve
hose who were injured yesterday and the
w enforcement officials who saved us and
rom a mass casualty carnage event.

f course, 1is a very important member of this

1 love him dearly and we pray for him and

children and a speedy recovery for all those

up is another important step in this

ts to modernize our energy infrastructure
vironmental laws from the 21st century.

ined each of these issues at great length in

ttee hearings and the bills before us today
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ough much of the feedback that we received
bls during that time.

note that we fully intend to continue to
ls as we move forward to full committee
introduced from last Congress, is enjoying

Wrough the committee process and its

prducing the barriers to a more productive
remains undiminished.

rt clean air and being good stewards of our
s legislation addresses some necessary

flct to the EPA's ozone standards.
ozone standards,

EPA did not publish

ilations until March of 2015, seven years

es are now just in the process of
ber of 2015, just a few months after they

julations, they issued new revised ozone
this has created a situation where states
e prospect of implementing two different
imultaneously.

andards Implementation Act of 2017 ensures
lines to enable states and local authorities

maintaining continued improvements in the

10
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ity and without unnecessarily restraining
ting and economic development, especially

need to accelerate our nation's

d manufacturing capabilities.

[ttee will also consider today the

cement Economic Redevelopment and

ct of 2017.

contaminated sites through the Brownfields
a tremendous economic impact on a community
ng jobs, providing additional funds for
the affected areas and increasing property
ich are important.

my home state of

Oregon, we have a very

s program that's on the leading edge of
s in this area. That's why I am pleased the
the Brownfields program for the first time
bill makes it easier for smaller

those in my district to participate in the
ields cleanup and redevelopment.

o allows states to provide additional grants
to small, rural and disadvantaged

sess and remediate Brownfields.

subcommittee will also consider the Nuclear
dments Act of 2017.

Reliable, affordable

11
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power is the cornerstone of our electric

llenges associated with maintaining the
ear generation remain unresolved. It is
eral government finally fulfills its
nage spent nuclear fuel.

s current stalemate is essential, not just
1 nuclear power industry and ratepayers but
unities throughout the country that

his material despite the government's legal
pose of it.

s the Department of Energy's Hanford site,

ance up the Columbia River from my -- from

an obligation to honor its commitment to
who have contributed to our nation's

g with the Manhattan Project through the

1 today.

the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of
a solution. The bill provides the tools
uclear Regulatory Commission to complete the
ntain repository license, allows the state

r into agreement with the government to fund

, required DOE to initiate an interim

12
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nd authorizes DOE to contract with a private
rily store spent nuclear fuel, reforms the
that funds the program and it strengthens
and management of DOE's program.

advance thoughtful solutions that will make

consumers and communities across the

ud the work of the chairman and I yield

The gentleman yields back the time.
cognizes the ranking member of the full
much time as he may consume.

The gentleman

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

d to begin by joining my colleagues in

ts and prayers to our committee colleague,
Scalise and his family and staff, and I

nough how disturbing what happened yesterday
ink to a lot of our colleagues, particularly

argeted because, you know, he was a

bly because he was a leader in the
w, I always think of Steve all the time as
iling and wants to work.

You know,

vbody has their own beliefs, be they

13
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iberal or whatever. But the idea that they
that is really disturbing to me.

we will see some changes in terms of, you
s but it is very disturbing to me to see
ted and I hope that -- I hope that he does
praying for him.

1 for the efforts of the Capitol police who
es and we are keeping everyone who was
event in our thoughts and prayers today, and
to go on tonight.

ere and, obviously, this subcommittee markup

se we want to show that we are not going to

these kinds of attacks.

ress one concern that touches all of us

in this subcommittee markup today. First, I

ned that we have not received testimony from

n on any of these proposals.

ow how the agencies that would implement

uld interpret the language in these bills

asked to vote on legislation without the

11y understand its effects and potential

uences.

urn briefly to each of the bills that we are
beginning with H.R. 806,

p a compilation of

14
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1ls that weaken or delay vital safeguards in

tion puts the public health and safety of

le at risk an virtually guarantees that

areas with poor air quality will continue to
air indefinitely.

is bill in the last Congress and I continue
We have had ozone alerts in New Jersey all

I know the president has been in New Jersey

v, he takes notice of the fact that we have

-— unhealthy air -- because of the ozone

1ds bill, in contrast, shows that we can
A bipartisan fashion to protect the
evitalize local economies.

the efforts by Mr. Shimkus and the

o work with us to craft a bill that can

mpromise bill and I would have liked to see
uded. But it's a good bill to reauthorize
ram and I am happy to support it.

11 is the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments

nd more nuclear power reactors scheduled to

15
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coming years, surrounding communities are
e nuclear waste currently stored at these

ored there indefinitely when the plant

rim storage solutions to bridge the gap
repository is licensed and constructed and
n Shimkus for producing the draft before us.

it does little to move interim storage

unintentionally hinder this mutually desired
v linking it to the Nuclear Regulatory

sion on a permanent repository.

ave some concerns with Section 202 of the
which undermines the state of Nevada's water
aside, I do appreciate having a proposal

We must address the storage and disposal
pent nuclear fuel and hope we can come to
rong bipartisan product to report by the
mittee considers the legislation.

Mr. Chairman.

14
Gentleman yields back his time.
w will look to the majority to see if anyone

for an opening statement. I would say that

16
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es to make an opening statement during the

, too. So make -- no, wait. Wait.
izes the gentleman from West Virginia.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this
especially for advancing the Brownfields
il1.

ted the reauthorization expired in 2006 so
on is critical to ensure funding of this

Using multipurpose grants and increasing

ediation grants will result in more sites

o0 provides for additional grant funding for
disadvantaged communities. Developing and
sites will rejuvenate prime industrial
community image.
ek, an Italian-based company began
heir first manufacturing facility in the
a Brownfields site in Weirton, West
nt if this bill was signed into law we will
Thank you, and
ime.
Gentleman yields back his time.
oks to the minority. Mr.

Ruiz, you're
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0 minutes.

hank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for
r opening this session with a moment for

alise and the other victims of that tragic

ile I am pleased that the committee is

ast one bipartisan bill this morning, I am

ed that we are also considering H.R. 806,
ds Implementation Act, legislation that,
11 make life worse for millions of Americans

mptoms for those suffering from respiratory

n for decades that air pollution is harmful
It triggers asthma attacks, stunts lung
ildren, causes respiratory infections and
k of heart attacks, strokes and premature
ticular difficult to control because the
nt is not emitted directly but, rather,
e mixture of vehicle and factory emissions
n the sun to form ozone.
the California Air Resources Board, one-
ians live in communities where pollution
I care

afety standards, and as a physician,
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health of our communities and the public

t air pollution poses.

robust ozone standards will benefit the
millions of Americans because overall the

already reduced air pollution by 79 percent

v improves, the EPA has an obligation to

's ozone standards to further reduce air

e more lives.

father, there is no obligation more central
ion than protecting the health and safety of
le and the fact is respiratory illnesses
lution are preventable if we have the proper

ce -- safeguards like those in the Clean Air

ir is a common good. It is a nonpartisan
to our constituents and the American public
legislation that will ensure the air
is getting cleaner and I mean everyone, not
but also the indigent -- not just coast
dle America.
committee can work to protect our nation's
communities across our nation have clean

We can and we must do more.
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I yield back my time.

Gentleman yields back his time.
oks to majority. Seeing none, anyone on
een from Texas recognized for two minutes.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and chair -- the
r holding the markup today.
ssues before our subcommittee this morning
t. This is why our subcommittee and the
ommerce Committee must hold oversight
urrent laws are being administered and
put on pending legislation.

e has not had one witness since the
vear. This has never happened before during
SS.

cies have the obligation to come before our
ort how the American taxpayer's money 1is

ope colleagues on both sides of the aisle

11 holding budget and oversight hearings as
the

sue 1is extremely complicated. In 2015,

r, Gina McCarthy, stated at the Energy and
e hearing EPA examined thousands of
s including more than 1,000 new studies

PA has last revised the standard.
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ozone NAAQS proposal concluded there are
tainties regarding some of the studies the
egarding lower the standard. EPA must

enges and opportunities for improving our
rotecting human health.

ged to see that on June 8th of this year EPA
line of the 2015 rule to get it right. The
in health-based but cannot be set aside when
convenient.

es are capable of meeting requirements of

ot when the rules are changed and not

nknown criteria.

e EPA's 2015 determination but I do think
tunity to address some of the stakeholders -
d by the agency and other stakeholders.

ot support the bill before the subcommittee
ward to opportunities to improve the process
the economy and health care.
the efforts of the chair and the ranking
the critical issue of nuclear waste
eral government has an obligation to the
providers to safely store spent nuclear

ergy

ncerns with the current discussion draft,

21




This is an uneditd
inaccurate, incom

specifically the

Mountain.

Opening an 1

to safely store 4
spent fuel sittip

plants.

We do need f

interim storage ¢

will stop any mon
I yield --
Mr. Shimkus
The chair nq
the minority.
two minutes.
Mr.
out to Mr.

who

I want to th

to this legislati

that this legisla

I don't thirn

I do think it wil

pollution at curm

It'll step 1

T

M.

McNerney|.
Scalisg

did such a g1

1 transcript. The statements within may be
plete, or misattributed to the speaker.

linkage between interim storage and Yucca

nterim facility is the fastest path forward

Ny spent nuclear fuel, particularly for

g at the growing number of closed nuclear
o0 move on long-term storage but making
ontingent on the final decision on Yucca
hentum on opening an interim facility.
thank you and yield back my time.
Gentleman yields back his time.

to

w looks to the majority. Seeing none,

McNerney from California is recognized for
Well, I thank the chairman and also reach
e's family and staff and the Capitol police
eat job yesterday.

) for his dedication

ank my friend, Mr. Olson,

on. However, I disagree with the outcome

Wwtion would produce.
ik it will improve the business environment.
1 increase pollution. It won't even hold
ent levels.

The Clean Air Act

IIs back and make it worse.

22




This is an uneditd
inaccurate, incom

has been very suc¢

backwards.

Just look at

our clean air and
let's take a steg

this.

Concerning t

component of nucl

believes in climd
opinion, and I w4

have some issues)

Taking state

linkage could be
So,
Mr. Shimkus

Again,

looks to the gent

recognized for ty
Ms. Dingell
ranking minority

L,

happened yesterdd

and everybody els

The Energy 4

those ar

chair

like ever

]

n

n

N

Vi

n

n

1 transcript. The statements within may be
plete, or misattributed to the speaker.

cessful and we just shouldn't be going
China and India. They would love to have
that was caused by the Clean Air Act. So

back and think about what we are doing with
he nuclear waste issue, I am a strong
ear power and nuclear energy.

Anyone who

te change should be for nuclear power, in my
nt to move forward with nuclear waste but
especially being from California.

s' water rights is a real problem and the
improved.

e my comments, and I yield back.

The gentleman yields back his time.

chair

looks to the majority. Seeing none,

lelady from Michigan. Ms. Dingell is
o0 minutes.
Mr. and to the

Thank you, Chairman,

yvbody else, am very saddened by what
v and prayers are with the Scalise family
e .

nd Commerce Committee has demonstrated a
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a long history together with working

ame of bipartisanship to find solutions to
lenges.
ny of you may not remember Jim Broyhill, but

uently said people thought his first name

s district because of the Dingell-Broyhill

v, Joe Barton talked about his young son,

adores Jack and always looked forward to
f Congress, this is why we are sent here and
rican people expect. The Brownfields

1 today is a good example.

1ds program has a long history of bipartisan
he program empowers states, local

ther stakeholders to work together to

ted sites from endangering public health and

the face of proposed cuts to the EPA's

e of Brownfields grants are in jeopardy.
negatively impact both Republican and

cts and ultimately our environment and every

ear a site. It is good to see us working
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ncerns on the other two bills as they've
my colleagues. We do not want to harm

also want to acknowledge our colleague from
the room, Congresswoman Dina Titus, because
eat concerns.

n ever we need to come together in the same
e on Brownfields, Republicans and Democrats,
e and bipartisan solutions on our toughest
to reducing ozone pollution and nuclear
opefully, as we move forward we will.
the balance of my time.

Gentlelady yields back her time.

ng to the majority,

now to the minority.

ng time? Seeing no one asking for time, the
e Brownfields Enhancement Economic

Reauthorization Act of 2017 and ask the

A discussion draft to amend the
ironmental Response, Compensation and
1980 to reauthorize and improve the

am and for other purposes.

11lows: ]
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Without objection, the first reading of
nsed with and the bill will be open for
endments have been filed, so I will

tleman from New Jersey.

I don't know if this is the time but I do
e last word at some point.

The gentleman is recognized.

I don't want to take up a lot of time.
ery important to me as I know it is to you
and others.

that we have talked a little bit today in
the shooting that occurred about how

o work together and I think that the

is a real good example of that.

am going to -- just a little history here,
body wants to hear. But Paul Gillmor,
re,
t did the Brownfields
an basis to introduce it.

ime, it wasn't a time when I believe it was

Congress. President Bush was the

tman, who was our governor —-- former

he EPA administrator and she pushed for it.
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o—environmental Republican governor, I guess

ike the one we have now, and President Bush
was a perfect example really of how
ublicans could work together even though it
ican government in Washington.

il T also think that it was important -- it is
ion that as a priority because it shows that
o-environment agenda and cleanup and the

he same time create jobs.

s myth out there that,

you know, if you're

onment somehow you're killing jobs and I --
Plresident Trump gives that impression.

the opposite is true and that was one of the
iere successful in getting this passed and
Iys I believe why we are going to be

in moving it because Brownfields shows very
you can have a good environmental program
bls good things for the environment but also
Jjobs and rebuilds the economy.

Nt to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for working
ecause I do think it's wvery important and a
ihat we can do together.

Gentleman yields back his time and the

28




This is an uneditd
inaccurate, incom

gentleman thanks
I recognize

to be brief and ]

Brownfields progr

This facilit
communities, driy

federal grant mog

increase commercil

better use of exi

opportunity for (

The witnesse

authorization prd

what we have reag

We are going

Brownfields asses

flexibility to cg¢
sites within the

The bill prq

units of governme

property by virty

allow local units

property they acd
abandonment.

We increase

I

Il

i

N

J

N

i

f

1 transcript. The statements within may be
plete, or misattributed to the speaker.

him for his comments.
myself for five minutes to -- but I'll try
ust highlight some of the aspects of the

am.

flates the cleanup of blighted areas in our

es up economic development by leveraging
ey into private fund development jobs, will
al and residential property values and the
sting infrastructure as well as the
evelopment of new infrastructure.

s in our hearing talked about how the
gram could be approved and that's kind of
hed compromise on.

to create multipurpose grants for both
sment and cleanup while providing
mmunities trying to clean up Brownfields
area of their community.
vides liability relief to states and local
nt who voluntarily acquire Brownfields
e of its function as a sovereign, which will
of government to address contamination on
uire through tax delinquency,

bankruptcy or

the limit for remediation grants from
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000, which makes it easier for Brownfields

wed up.

o0 provides for limited amount of grant funds
Iministrative costs, which will allow small
ties to better participate in the process.
ion also clarifies when petroleum sites may
Brownfield and when a lease holder may be
ve grants under Brownfields program. The
yds eligibility for nonprofit organizations
v—-owned properties purchased prior to

is good bipartisan bill. I do have to thank
working with us and with that I yield back
urn to the ranking member of the

Tonko.
Mr. Chair, I move to strike the last word.
Gentleman is recognized five minutes.
Chair.

Thank you, Mr.

fank you and your staff for collaborating on
wuthorization bill that can garner bipartisan
lds Enhancement Economic Redevelopment and
Mct would reauthorized EPA's Brownfields

pired in 2006.

<
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the program has proven its worth many times
0 acres of vital land have been made ready
e, increasing nearby property values and
ve greenfields.

properties that once sat idle have been
o the local tax rolls. There is a reason
is so strongly supported by mayors, by

rs and by environmentalists.

communities are

uccess of this EPA program,

ize that we can turn a liability into an

spoken about the successful cleanup efforts
hich are turning once abandoned waterfront
ustrial sites into important engines for
ent.
this program is important for economic
nvironmental

fairness or disadvantaged

these sites can often be found. But there

es that have to be assessed or remediated

V.
kes a number of widely agreed upon
he program, which we have heard about from

the course of a number of hearings.

reases individual grants from $200,000 to
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uld enable more difficult and complex sites

before us would also give grants'

onal flexibility by creating multipurpose
ants would allow for assessment, cleanup and
munity wide basis, which is a good outcome.
d make it easier for not for profit

et involved and allow a small portion of
to cover administrative costs among other
t law. These are important and necessary
ur EPA program.

is bill will give communities the resources,
the flexibility to continue to build upon

is program and to continue to turn
opportunities.

I would have liked more funding for the
categorical grants to states. However, I
least that this authorization will send a
the administration that Congress would
cantly greater request for the program.

.

Chair, I thank you again for your work on

h that, yield back my time.
The gentleman yields back his time.

to the majority. Anyone seeking
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ing none, anyone on the minority?

now occurs on forwarding the Brownfields
mic Redevelopment and Reauthorization Act of
committee.

favor say aye.
no.
e it. The ayes appear to have it. The ayes
bill is agreed to.

11ls up the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments
sks the Clerk to report.
A discussion draft to amend the Nuclear

of 19 —--

11lows: ]
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Without objection, the first reading of
nsed with and the bill will be open for
point. So ordered.

v amendments to the bill?

cognizes the gentleman from California for

Mr. Chairman, I have an amendment at the

The Clerk will report the title.

Amendment to the discussion draft offered by

The gentleman is recognized for five
t of his amendment.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

are here debating the needs for both
erim storage for spent nuclear fuel. The
for storing nuclear fuel is broken.
he detriment of communities across the

the region I represent in San Diego just
e San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station is
ned right now.
ralized safety repositories for spent
rent storage process presents environmental

s for our communities.
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are considering today takes important steps
nterim and permanent storage priorities.

Wterim storage with the Yucca Mountain
! also impede efforts to remove spent nuclear

like San Onofre and place it in interim

would simply strike the linkage from the
th interim and permanent storage to move
dual but complementary paths.
hount spent on nuclear fuel that will need to
he coming years shows us -- shows us that we
| and permanent storage to make things work
ently and both processes will take a lot of
s no reason to put one after the other. So
hands.
t of bipartisanship and with the hope that
can work together to help move interim
I intend in a while to withdraw the
wondered if any of my colleagues wishes to
yis hearing.

It's the gentleman's time from California.
eld it to -- as you wish.
Pallone.

I will yield to Mr.

Thank you.
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eak in support of the Peters amendment. The

day would halt any development of interim
pls until the NRC finalizes their

a permanent repository.

oach, development of interim storage
I believe, We

rtsighted and, unnecessary.

wiclear fuel can be hazardous if not stored
we heard at our prior hearing on this
laste is currently just sitting at active and
iclear plants.

ools and on concrete pads at sites that were
hold it. This practice isn't just costly.
a security risk and the problem is only
the EPA, six nuclear plants are scheduled
That includes the

the next nine years.

Wt in Ocean County, New Jersey, just south of

this increase in plant retirements

eed for interim storage solutions to bridge

ermanent repository is licensed and

ever and wherever that may be.

equiring these sites to hold this material
repository is licensed and constructed, we

ng it to more appropriate consolidated
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ites.
mendment addresses this problem and allows
olutions to be pursued. It would allow

erim storage options to go forward

rovide certainty for developers of such

er the provisions of the bill as currently
fficult for me to see how any private entity
ncing to construct interim storage.

eters amendment is the right approach for

I

nuclear waste problems without delay.

dment and encourage my colleagues to do the

o0 the gentleman.

Thank you. I would yield now to Mr. Tonko.

Thank you. I appreciate the gentleman
courts have determined that DOE has breached
ations under the Nuclear Waste Policy Act.
vernment missed deadlines to remove waste,
uing for damages, which have been paid from
dgment fund.

which would

ts have totaled over $6 billion,

DOE estimated that it could begin to
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-- 1if

in the next 10 years. Liabilities

that waste, liabilities would ultimately

1lion.

the magnitude of this problem and share the

Lo protect taxpayers from any further need
from the Treasury.
v, I disagree that the strong linkage
application and an interim solution is the
mit further taxpayer liability.
er consideration today authorizes interim
be operated by DOE or a private contractor
any interim projects from moving forward
Regulatory Commission makes a final
struction authorization for a permanent
Peters' amendment to strike this linkage
a consolidated interim solution. We here
e hearing -- we heard at the legislative
r
t a speedy resolution to the hundreds of
e Yucca application the Yucca licensing
years to complete.
ars that could be spent by concurrently

rojects started. Let's not delay a short-
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longer while the long-term solution
esolved.

by continuing this linkage we are creating

lainty that may undermine or dissuade a

entity from pursuing interim as a business
that is why we received letters from the
lant Coalition and WCS with concerns about
ed at the legislative hearing, I would again
he possibility that we consider the merits
orage and a long-term repository on separate
ks.

amendment would put us on that path.

budget proposal included funding to restart

lies for the Yucca Nuclear Waste Repository

robust interim storage program.

flicient path forward for members that would

ments from the judgment fund is to continue
quest from the administration while also
rent efforts on interim storage that will
n to limit taxpayers'

liability.

1leagues to support Mr. Peters' amendment

Mr. Chairman, my time has expired but as I
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hopes that we can work something out and get
Senate is considering with the delinkage I
to withdraw the amendments.
Is there objection?

, So ordered.

strike the last word just to kind of respond
ttle discourse because I appreciate the
g the amendment. I know his concern.
e really need to sit down and talk about the
what the legislation authorizes, this isn't
piece of legislation actually authorizes the

rgy to pursue interim storage facilities.

the concerns and we know the interim debate

nk as we talk about maybe getting to a way
need to sit down and look at the language

it's moving in the direction that people

it requires DOE to initiate an interim
nd directs the department to submit to

ed study and proposal regarding the

re interim storage facilities.

F pursued interim storage in the 1980s but

d for a variety of reasons. I don't think a
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n know that.

ays a foundation for a successful interim

v having DOE provide for a full accounting

ation, funding arrangements and cost

ion removes an existing prohibition barring

ivate entities for storage and provides

ority to contract with nonfederal entities.
I think, in the right direction.

al facility must hold the NRC license and

have state and local support prior to

ontract.

ions will help provide assurances the

ccessfully advance while protecting limited

ted it

will require at least three years, or

mplete an interim storage licensing process.
eed to construct the storage facility and
ng the infrastructure.

ing a licensed facility is only one piece of
must have the capacity to transport. 1In
at SONGS and we got asked questions about

he spent nuclear fuel off the shoreline.

them -- but then they started asking
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e don't want it moved. You got to -- if you
re it's at it has to be moved and in

have had on the subcommittee over the past
it's going to take DOE a long time for the
nd the process, although high-level nuclear
uel is moved already.

re is a big lag time in that ability. So I
process we can -- we can develop a time
can adequately see where -- I've asked

so we can see how things, we believe, will
and we will be in a better position.

is language and things that we need to do
forward to doing that process. It's

move forward and complete the process.
rtainty and I pledge to use this time in

up and the next to try to find a compromise.
t, I will yield back my time.
Green from Texas is

one on —-—- Mr.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would strike the

You're recognized for five minutes.
I want to thank the chairman for his long-
his bill.

In fact, I forget how many years
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nd we visited Yucca Mountain. It's been a
ake good on the commitment made to nuclear
need to stop the flow of money out of the

judgment fund caused by the Energy

[lure to take title to and dispose of spent

clear waste.
that waste needs to go into a permanent
share the chairman's view that Yucca
ntly the only game in town.

a project has been way behind schedule, even
ibbon Commission recommended we look at
er than Yucca.
or us to put first things first and give the
direction it needs to move forward
licensing one or more sites for interim
nuclear fuel.

am an original co-sponsor of Congressman
n to authorize the secretary to enter into
rage of waste in privately constructed fully
ated interim storage sites like the ones
Texas and New Mexico.

that the chairman is trying to strike a

ill and trying to move forward on interim
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uring we maintain progress on licensing a
ory and I think that's a laudable goal.

m concerned that in its current form the
n't gquite balance explicitly linking
olidated interim storage or monitored

to

as it's called in this bill, a

ge,

ucca Mountain license.

ion tilts too far in the direction of Nevada

the interim storage and nuclear rate

understanding that because this bill ties

o firmly to the time line of a discussion on

harms the ability of companies proposing
ge projects to move forward and jeopardize
n such projects.

were driven home in a letter we received
S,
in Andrews, Texas.

has temporarily put its plans on hold
etion of a merger, the letter states that a
e Jjeopardized, however,
aft that prohibit the secretary of energy
0 a cooperative agreement for storage of

1 until such a time as there is a final

g or disapproving the issuance of a
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orization for a repository.

oes on to say that the scenario arising out
the build puts further investment in

t risk.

, I understand that the company proposing a

N New Mexico met recently with Ranking

d told him that the strict leakage in the
similar problems for their project.
hat's why my friend from California is
trying to do here deleting the strict
he licensing decision on Yucca Mountain and
lish a minimum storage would be a major
e bill and go a long way to making this
ly all of us on both sides of the aisle

can

I want to support this bill. As I

e been a supporter of Yucca Mountain

ink it's essential we do keep the pressure

rward.

e would be continued pressure to license a
Texan,

I certainly don't want an interim

to turn into a de facto permanent

that this administration and the
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mmittee is already moving to restart the

for Yucca Mountain without any further
mittee.
hould keep our eye on the ball and that ball
way from plants to consolidated interim
s and slowing the money -- flow of monetary

taxpayer-financed judgment fund as quickly

amendment would help make that happen and I
we move to full committee and hopefully
sensus-oriented bill we would recognize that
ent would help us get to a product that we -
st to enact a piece of nuclear waste

years.
back my time.

Gentleman yields back his time and I thank

w recognizes the gentleman from Texas for

To strike the requisite number of words.
The gentleman is recognized for five
Mr.

Chairman, I wasn't here for opening

but I want to commend you and the ranking
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subcommittee.

[Laughter]
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are treating this as just another humdrum

In fact, I think you all know my son,

up .

of grown up with this committee, and I asked

down here I said, I am going to markup -

And he said, is it full committee or

go .

t's subcommittee.

Mr. Shimkus Will the gentleman yield? Did you tell
him who was chairfing it?

Mr. Barton. || I did, actually.

Mr. Shimkus All right.

Mr. Barton. || Yes, I said it's subcommittee and he said
no, I don't do supcommittee anymore. And I said well,
Shimkus -- Chairmian Shimkus is chairing it and that made him
think, Mr. Chairman. But he said he'd wait until full
committee.

But this is
with nuclear wasf
almost 40 years a
least it sounds 1
a nontrivial accq

commended along w

an important markup. We have jacked around
e storage in this country literally for

nd we finally have a bipartisan solution, at
ike it's going to be bipartisan, and that is

mplishment. And you and Mr. Tonko are to be

ith our full committee chairman and ranking
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member, Mr. Pallone, for working together to make this
happen.
And, of courlse, I've been messing with this for as long

as I've been 1in t

some of the parts

that requires log¢

That -- I th
was not giving th
process. 1f we }
might not have tjf

So I am very

have great encour

she's attempting

she's going to wi

to withdraw.
That may be

herself. But I

e

appropriate time

So with that

bill and I yield
Mr. Shimkus
gentleman yields
The chair nq

time? Is there 4

d|

he Congress and I will say I am proud of
of the underlying bill, especially the part
a2l support -- state support.

Wink if we made one huge mistake early on it
e states more input into the initial
lad let Nevada have a bigger say up front we
e mess we have today.
/| supportive of the underlying bill and I
agement for Congresswoman Matsui and what
to do on interim storage. I understand that
thdraw -- at least, I am told she may offer

late-breaking news that she doesn't know yet

m going to work with her on that at the

, I am very supportive of the underlying
back.

Chair thanks the gentleman and the
back his time.

w looks to the minority side.

Anyone seek

inyone wishing to offer an amendment? Hint,
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cognizes the gentlelady from California for

Chairman.
Will the Clerk report the amendment?

Amendment to the discussion draft offered by

The gentlelady is recognized for five
t of her amendment.
Mr. Chairman.

Thank you, I do appreciate

are having here today. I believe it's

s forward.
ate this opportunity to discuss the

safe and thorough disposal of spent nuclear
eco Nuclear Power Plant, which was operated
ty until 1989 when it was shut down, since
through the decommissioning process, which
2008.
clear fuel is still housed on site. This
also

m not only for our local utility but

ommunity. We have seen firsthand in the

the consequences of inaction on spent
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I am offering an amendment today that would
storage facility for priority nuclear waste

ed nuclear reactors.

urgent need to change the way that our

ent nuclear fuel and I thank the chairman

his issue in his legislation.

slation before us does not allow a storage

until a final decision is made on a

ory.

v, decommissioned nuclear facilities that

fuel on site cannot wait for the repository

ut before moving their waste.

ountry there are 20 shut down commercial

tes in 12 states with spent fuel on site.

e all over the country,

from outside of my

ornia to Illinois, Wisconsin, Vermont and
s that monitored on-site storage does not
safety issues, it is still problematic for

The communities that are home to these

ever expected to house long-term storage

consent to this type of use and it

opment for economically productive uses.
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are counting on the federal government's
vide a functioning disposal program as
uclear Waste Policy Act.

ollow through on our obligation to these

'heir local utilities and the result has been

ificant liability for taxpayers.

nt of Energy estimates that it could pay out
ver $30 billion as part of the settlements
gation.

dollar figure could be much higher because
sumes 1t will be in a position to begin

t fuel in 2023, using a pilot consolidated
Any delay in this schedule will only
rtment's liabilities.

a pilot interim storage program will begin
ducing DOE's liabilities.

But a pilot

mean we need to abandon a nuclear

amendment directs the department to evaluate
ch a storage proposal enhances the

r nuclear waste disposal system including
permanent repository.

a repository is a priority for some of the

mmittee. But regardless of how members feel
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repository, I believe you can support my
presents an opportunity to take an

wards solving this problem our nation has

Regulatory Commission has received two
stablish interim storage facilities. There
nies in consenting communities that want to
challenge.

ize a pilot storage program and stay out of
And as Mr.

can solve the problem. Barton

, I would like to respectfully withdraw my
a very important issue to many people in
I'd like to ask for your -- Mr. Chairman,
o continue working on this as we move

I look forward.

Yes, I am going to claim

k on -- after you withdraw the amendment. I

ay want some time, and I will then get

Right. Mr. Tonko.
Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I move to
ord.
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believe proposals
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New Jersey to str
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important amendmsg
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Let me get this organized properly. Does
eld back the time?
I yield -- yielding back.

I now recognize the gentleman from New
utes.
Thank you. I like Mr. Peters' amendment. I

which can more quickly facilitate an

ption while the NRC works to address

Yucca application are a good step in the
ting taxpayers' liability through the

solving our nation's nuclear waste

s particularly important for sites that have
ugh decommissioning. This proposal pilot
vide relief and security to those host
colleagues to support Ms. Matsui's
1d back.

Gentleman yields his time.

I was going to take his time but go ahead.

The chair recognizes the gentleman from
ike the last word for five minutes.

I just wanted to stress that this is an

nt that would require the Department of
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the pilot program for the interim storage of

five nuclear power plants have shut down and

g power and six more are scheduled to close

025 including the Oyster Creek Nuclear

n in New Jersey.

will soon stop providing power but will
de a home to spent nuclear fuel long into
we come together to fix this program.
hat many of my colleagues here today face
nces in their communities including Ms.

e shut down plants, the surrounding
ealizing that the nuclear waste currently

sk and spent fuel pools at these sites will

indefinitely when the plant closes absent a

solution, and that's why I believe that the
is important.

ply wait around any longer while all the
building a permanent repository are

ed to take action now to set up a pilot

o sites to house nuclear waste in the

e several shut down plants across the
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of the decommissioning work has been

sites would be ready to be repurposed

ite to go.

the last word to respond.

ct that there is no place for the spent

[l my colleagues to support this amendment
e balance of my time.

Gentleman yields back his time.

First of all, I

it in the original text of the bill before

ime to work together to find a compromise.

t me tell the dilemma.

me line is very,

onse.

really close.

based upon DOE and NRC aspects,

going to move to long-term.

I do think

very important amendment and that's why we

very important and I think

is even

is a three- to five-year time frame where

he license application is a three-year

of the license application doesn't mean

The license

say Yucca's not fit after they hear the

rtant for us to move on interim storage.

The other concern is this.

eful that in the use of the nuclear waste
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oesn't get so pulled away in the interim

n't fund the long term storage provisions.
-— those are concerns and we look forward

ou. We all have

We are very, very close.

dead plants, right. We all -- the thing
art of this debate is the defense waste

chairman of the full committee mentioned

e are some really nasty defense waste issues

a long-term storage location and for

e has also been, you know, on federal land
evada.
honestly, to work with you on this.
Would the chairman yield?

Yes, I would yield.

I am, obviously, not the subcommittee or
airman but I am the vice chairman and I
o solving the long-term storage issue is

I really -- we have tried for 30 years to
ry and force that to be the answer. That

work. If you, as you have done wisely,

an interim option with the understanding
the interim

ot a surrogate for long term,

es the, I would say, the certainty but at

lity that there be a long-term solution that
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question is that you have -- as you have
ents, what happens i1f they don't certify
ssume that they are going to because it's
ecertification requirements and stuff. But
t?

rim option for the very reasons the
alifornia enunciated and Mr. Pallone
paramount to solving the long-term problem.

face value what you just told the

alifornia is that you will work with her to

with you to help her solve it because this
d of -- this is what really solves the
it is so great to come to subcommittee and
solution and we need to build on that.
last in law are things that are bipartisan
e in a political lifetime opportunity under
0 solve one of the most vexatious problems
his committee and that countries face.
commend you and I want to commend Ms.
and with

ally work together and fix this,

The chair recognizes the lady from
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Thank you very much and I appreciate very

comments and, Mr. Chairman, I do -- I
omments.

move forward with you and I believe we are
his pilot aspect that I think gives us an

v to go forward in a way where we are not --

ly promising everything but we are moving

nk this is the thing that could actually

ate your comments and I am hoping to work
withdraw this amendment and move forward.
Is there objection to the gentlelady
mendment?
, so ordered and the chair thanks the
Thank you
Are there further amendments?
cognizes the gentleman from California.
Thank you, Mr.

Chairman, and I appreciate

or us to publically discuss this incredibly

mber two, I believe it's numbered.

Clerk will report the amendment.
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Amendment to the discussion draft offered by

Gentleman is recognized for five minutes
amendment.
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
would strike Section 202 of the bill
after the DOE

r rights. Over 10 years ago,

ater rights at the Yucca Mountain site, the
neer ultimately denied the application on
the proposed uses were not beneficial and
to the interests of the Nevada public.
202 of the draft before us simply declares
the Yucca Mountain site to be beneficial
al to the public interest.
fundamentally undermines the basis Nevada -
—-— that Nevada used to deny the water
n. ladies

But I simply say states' rights,

the 113th Congress, the House voted on the
ection Act authored by Representative Tipton
was pleased to remind us that every

fact vote aye for it.
hibited so-called federal water grabs by

al agencies from requiring the transfer of
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ter rights to the federal government and my

day, colleagues, 1is does Section 202 of the

day fall into the category of a federal

The case 1is
e the Yucca Mountain licensing process has
members to support my amendment.

e that we need to come up with a solution to
lear waste problem, creating a legal fact to
from the state of Nevada in this instance
sets us on a slippery slope and certainly
I want to thank the

ent. And once again,

gnizing me so I could present my amendment,

The gentleman yields back his time.
e the last word in opposition to the
again, this is another one where we really
figure out.

rights in the West, that's the real deal.
the challenges. This amendment strikes
the committee print. In my opening

wledged the concern regarding provisions and

ter access and I appreciate my colleagues'
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ablished the Nuclear Waste Management Policy

e Yucca Mountain site as the location of the
Remember, I say first because we got so

e and defense waste on the ground that there
a future one somewhere else.

ral law, the state of Nevada has refused to

ater access permits to the Department of

cca Mountain site.

will deem the project -- Section 202 will

in the public interest and beneficial to

ce and is enacted only if the NRC issues an

construct the repository.

e adjudication phase -- that is not an issue

Mountain site moves forward it does not

limited taking of water from the state of

Regulatory Commission staff noted that
ent quantities of water is one of the two
to authorize Yucca Mountain construction.

as my colleague has mentioned, that there

14
ween Nevada and DOE and currently under a
ides to issue the Yucca Mountain license,

uld still need to be brought to completion.

1d assist DOE to receive a favorable

61




This is an uneditd
inaccurate, incom

decision from the

not yet come to 4

I urge oppo$
the debate and we

appreciate my col

And T will Y

member of the sul
Mr. Tonko.
Mr. Shimkus
Mr. Tonko.

The bill bef

repository would

essentially overr

water rights.

States,

protective of the

before going dowr

First and fq
need to address 4
administration tgq

Yucca, allow Cong

restart the appli
hundreds of othex

determine whethex

espe

|

D

R

7

I

J

d transcript.  The statements within may be
plete, or misattributed to the speaker.

court if DOE and the state of Nevada have
n agreement.

ition to the amendment. We will listen to
will see where we go from here and I do
league raising the issue.
ield back my time and recognize the ranking
Mr. for five minutes.

committee, Tonko,

Mr. Chair, I move to strike the last word.
Gentleman is recognized for five minutes.
Thank you.
ore us would determine the Yucca Mountain
be a beneficial use of water, which would
ide the state of Nevada's objection over its
cially Western states, are incredibly
se rights, and I would recommend caution
that road.
remost, I do not think this is an issue we
t this time. We can allow the
more clearly articulate its policy toward
ress to appropriate necessary funds to
cation process and begin to address the

contentions with the application and then

such a drastic legislative action is
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er it is necessary or not, I cannot say at
do not -- but I do know it will be years

have this debate in earnest.
rge my colleagues to support the gentleman's
ve Nevada's water rights and give us time to
such a debate is required.
t, I will yield my remaining time to Frank

Thank you, Mr. Tonko.
thank the chairman again for his efforts on
again, while I want to move forward on
n ensuring that the money ratepayers have
the nuclear waste fund is put to its
on stemming the flow of taxpayer money out
d, there are a number of provisions in this
vent me from supporting it today.
amendment speaks to one of those
on 202, which has the effect of stripping
the state of Nevada.
, this is obviously a controversial issue.
be from New Jersey where water rights to
e not often been a major contentious issue.

pent many years on the Natural Resources

earned quickly and well that those matters
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concern to my colleagues on both sides of
e West and diminishing or interfering or
rights, particularly those of a Western
ething to be done lightly or in the eyes of
or Democratic members to be done at all.
previous nuclear waste bills reported by
have actually included savings clauses to
ter rights, not preempt them.

that the chairman believes that this

sary in order for the licensing of the Yucca
to move forward but I just don't agree.
will prove me wrong and such a dramatic
0 be something that Congress considers. But
t time is now and I don't think there is any
s of this committee to be forced to take
action on such a contentious issue.

' amendment would address one of my chief
s legislation and go a long way towards
slative product that members on both sides
strongly support.
rman, we have the chance to produce the
ive change to nuclear waste policy in some

ministration and the Appropriations

ng the things necessary to get the Yucca
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oving again.
t them do their work. Let us focus on the
n do and need to do, set up a real
rim storage program and ensure that both
e payers are made whole.
e my colleagues to adopt the Cardenas
1d back to Mr. Tonko.
And I yield back, Mr. Chair.

The gentleman yields back his time.
seeking time? Mr. Cardenas.

I would like the last --
You've already had your -- let Mr.
me and maybe he can yield you some time.
recognized for five minutes.
I thank the chairman and I have been down
I want to see this move

with the chairman.

ely but, like Mr. Barton said, one of the

s that Nevada -- the state of Nevada feels
g forced upon them without any say.

ost poisonous issues is water rights in the
ave the appearance of forcing a change on

he West you'll have a very fierce

nd to be a better way to move forward on
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ure what that is but I would certainly like
chairman and other members to try and find
ause we need to find a solution.

t, I will yield to my colleague from

Thank you very much, and thank you, Mr.

eciate your words and your commitment to
specific issue.

arn right, water rights are a big issue all

t certainly we have had some epic legal and

es, and I'll quote a famous quote from a

can that said, whiskey is for drinking and

ting over, and nothing could be further from

waste policy is complicated. It is

I do appreciate the effort of all of my

rs past and present and that is why, Mr.

od for me to hear your commitment on the

ose of us who are serving together trying to

cated matter.

v that I look forward to work with you, Mr.

of my colleagues to advance carefully

on on this complicated issue.

t in mind in the spirit of cooperation and
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Mr. Chairman, I'll withdraw my amendment.
Is there objection?
the chair thanks the gentleman for his

14

forward to talking about this in the next

y other amendments?
the question now occurs on forwarding the

icy Amendments Act of 2017 to the full

favor say aye.
d, no.
ear to have it. The ayes have it.

w calls up H.R. 806 and asks the Clerk to

H.R. 806 -- to facilitate efficient state
ground level ozone standards and --
.R.

806, follows:]

3**********
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Mr. Shimkus Without objection, the first reading of

the bill is dispgnsed with and the bill will now be open for

amendments at any

Mr. Ruiz.
Mr. Shimkus
amendments?
gentleman from C4g
N

Mr. Ruilz.

desk, hoping that

T

Just

7

i

il

point,

so ordered.

have an amendment.

checking.

.

First of all, are there any bipartisan

For what purpose does the

lifornia seek recognition?

Chairman, I have an amendment at the

it would be bipartisan.

Mr. Shimkus Clerk will -- the Clerk will -- is it
Amendment Number [One?

Mr. Ruiz. Yes.

Mr. Shimkus The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk. |[The amendment to H.R. 806, offered by Mr.
Ruiz.

Mr. Shimkus The gentleman is recognized for five

minutes in suppor

Mr. Ruiz. |

My amendment staf

Advisory Committg

of the 2015 ozong

especially to our
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of the bill,
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es that if CASAC,
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.

of his amendment.
Chairman, my amendment is very simple.

the Clean Air Scientific

determines that delaying implementation

standards will increase health risks,

vulnerable populations like children,

h will delay the standards,

nt women or outdoor workers,

then Section 2

will not take
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of us voting have a choice to protect the

r not. But all of us, our constituents, do

about the air we breathe daily, because we

day thousands of time a day and throughout

ed in the emergency department countless
g from heart diseases and lung diseases
n suffering from an acute asthma attack,
ery breath.

o ask everybody in this room if they can

if they have a child, a loved one, a
s asthma.
s a lot of us and it is painful, frightening

uld have to go through that experience

he will to ensure we all have clean air to
ntation of a new standard like the 2015
kes time, which everyone understands, and
provides the flexibility needed for areas
rious air pollution problems and face bigger
ieving cleaner air.

ts that all areas will achieve these

tely. But it is vital that we get started.

mplementation of the 2015 ozone standard,
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ians who already subjected to some of the

in the nation will fall even further behind
ation.

ar widely accepted scientific evidence that
ms people and if you doubt it ask your

For

r asthma in some areas are very high.

ea, south to my district, the rates for
ergency room visits for children ages five
County are more than double than the rate
a whole.
m the American Lung Association indicates
children and over 132 adults suffer from
de County, which are at risk for worsening
be supporting our communities as they work
ality for their residents. The delays in
doubtedly impose a heavy cost on our
But what does this really mean?
ealth costs are measured by the aggregate
g people's health, robbing them of time at
k and creating economic burdens associated

health care expenses.

if we do not hurry we will pay a higher cost
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and economic impacts later. Through

r protections we can actually mitigate and
pletely avoid this pain and suffering, not
Sts.

t slow our momentum. We heard from Dr.

r April hearing about the array of pulmonary
r diseases associated with breathing

high levels of ozone.

hly reactive in the respiratory tract,
proteins in the lung lining fluid, causing
ng-term exposure to ozone is linked to

mage and stunted lung development.

who took anatomy class in medical school

s and we have seen lungs that are black and
ly are compared with those that are from

se the black lungs are from high air-

eas.

studies have directly linked exposure to
ozone with topological effects on the

d brain. Prenatal exposure to polluted air
rough infancy and into adolescence impairs
and can impact the health of children as

is that it can be reversible at

s, however,
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our air. A study in the American Journal

d Critical Care Medicine found that children
s with lower concentrations of particulate
ienced increased lung growth and lung

is clear. Before we delay the
updating ozone standards that aim to
c's health, we should understand the full
That is

nces behind that decision.

v making and what the American people

ontinue to put the American public's health
start be ensuring the air everyone breathes
long and healthy life.

established CASAC to provide expert

follow the expert advice. My amendment

just that and I hope my colleagues will

g the public's health and support my simple
ight forward amendment.

r. Chairman, and I yield back the balance of

The gentleman yields back his time.

oks to the gentleman from Texas.

Strike the last word.
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Gentleman is recognized for five minutes.

I thank the chair, and to open, I want to

v hit home. It hit hard. Four weeks ago, I
calise and Agents Griner and Bailey in Sugar
e Perry's Steakhouse.

much now for them except for pray. So I ask
for the two civilians wounded and heroic
Jennifer,

his wife, and his daughter,

son, Harrison.

marking up my bill, H.R. 806, the Ozone

ntation Act. A nearly identical bill passed
113th and 114th Congresses. It should pass
h Congress starting today.

to thank my bipartisan colleagues --

s, Latta, the whip, Scalise, who is here in
al co-sponsors of this bill as well as

from Leader McCarthy and Democrats Sanford
and Henry Cuellar from Texas.
reates a path to move forward on air

s the mess of the last eight years by giving
rms to the process on which EPA sets new
EPA has a terrible track

een since 2008,

guidance and sloppy tools that give local
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ck after roadblock after roadblock.

re close to the point where lower standards
ntrol.

Naturally-occurring ozone comes from

ck. Ozone from Asia, annual crop burnings

ional events like forest fires hinder
ntrol what you can't control. My ozone bill
s to fully implement the 2008 standards

equirements from the most recent late 2015

clined by about a third since 1980 and the

d regulations already in place will ensure
ments for the next eight years until the new
mented.

nt will allow the Clean Air Scientific
nullify one of the central provisions of
is the last agency we want to empower.
for over a decade.

they have been idle

(C) (4) of the Clean Air Act expressly

n Air Advisory Council, CASAC, to, quote,
istrator of any adverse political public
social, economic, or enerqgy effects which
arious strategies for attainment and

ch national ambient air quality standards,"
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provision, EPA has never requested such

I say again, EPA has never requested such
ality will continue to improve under H.R.

quote, "projects the vast majority of U.S.
t the 2015 standards by 2025 just within the
s now in place or underway." No change
S

not limit states from imposing more

n requirements. If a state finds such

n 2 allows it.

this bill authorize states to increase
Nowhere does this bill allow states to
issions. This is about improving air

er that doesn't require states to duplicate
ments.
mply, my bill allows counties in moderate
of the 2008 ozone standards like Harris
Cook County, Illinois, or Middlesex County,
unties in severe nonattainment areas like
California, to keep making progress by
llars on lowering their ozone instead of
D.

of dollars in fines to Washington, C.
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Let's make the Clean Air Act work again.

Vote against

H.R. 806.

Mr. Shimkus
seeking time? Tk
subcommittee, Mr
five minutes.
Mr. Tonko.
Mr. Shimkus
Mr. Tonko.
strike the delay

Quality Standard

Committee finds t

vulnerable populd
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the Clean Air Act

130,000 cases of

and millions of 1

Many of thos
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the 2015 ozone st

Scientific Advisd
scientific evider

primary ozone std

I yiel

this amendment and for final passage of
d back.

Gentleman yields back his time. Anyone
e chair recognizes the ranking member of the
Tonko. He is striking the last word for

Mr. Chair, I move to strike the last word.
The gentleman is recognized five minutes.
Thank you. Dr. Ruiz's amendment would
of the 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air
if EPA's Clean Air Scientific Advisory
hat it would impact the public health of
itions.
a peer review 2011 EPA study, in 2010 alone
prevented over 160,000 premature deaths,
heart disease, 1.7 million asthma attacks
espiratory illnesses.
e health benefits have been enjoyed by
wtions, particularly our children. Before
andard was finalized, the Clean Air
ry Committee concluded that there was ample
I\

ce to recommend a range of levels or revised

indards from 70 to 60 parts per billion.
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on the high end of that range. We know that
available science would justify an even more
rd. So at the very least we should allow
ittee to review this delay and ensure that
tions will not be negatively impacted by
vious inadequate standard any longer.

e made remarkable strides in air quality
of the Clean Air Act, we still have a long
merican Lung Association's 2017 State of the
that nearly four in 10 people in the United

unties that have unhealthful levels of
article pollution.

that is not good enough. Delaying EPA's

ealth standards will only serve to delay
access to guaranteed clean air.

s to air pollution, children are extremely

tions. They have small lungs and we like to
run around outside.

ink very carefully and oppose any decisions
oportionate negative effect on the health of

e to ensure that the health protective

d by the law are doing their job.

the least we can do is have the

14

Air Scientific Advisory Board confirm that
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e delaying implementation of the 2015
hat, I ask my colleagues to support Dr.

and I have time remaining if anyone wants to
1d back. Thank you.

Gentleman yields back his time.
leman from Texas, Mr. Flores, for what
Move to strike the last word.

Gentleman is recognized for five minutes.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for
arkup on this important legislation that
v infrastructure and environmental laws.

regulations should protect life and health
ps the economy moving. Although I
A's action last week that gives states an
o comply with the 2015 ozone standard,

we

do to give states long-term regulatory

v, communities still face challenges of

standards at once, causing unneeded
ainty as infrastructure projects and
or businesses are put on hold.

or of the bill with my friend, Mr. Olson,
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cross the aisle, H.R. 806 modernizes our
lect actual implementation reality and will
al investment projects to move forward.
eciate the chairman's dedication to a long-
nuclear waste storage. And one of the
eresting about Mr. Ruiz's amendment is that
the counties in the country with the

fornia are going to meet the 2015 standard
I'd like to use some of the comments from
hen we last had a hearing on this bill.

ng on the bill language in 2016 by the San

r Pollution Control District Director

oes not roll back anything that is in the
protection for public health, safeguarding
it does nothing to roll back any of the
been made and it will not impede or slow
as we move forward to reduce air pollution
ealth.

.R. 806, the current bill, he said there is
i1l that would roll back even a single

ave already put in place and will hold back

have to do and are planning to do moving

he current standards.
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1f -—— 1if I can find the language there --

jects that the vast majority of U.S.

t the 2015 ozone standards by 2025 with Jjust

grams now in place or underway.

ect to Mr. Ruiz's amendment, I mean, if we

be
use California is not going to meet the
he 2008 standard.

It's not going to meet

by 2025 or any date, moving forward,

ique nature of California.

would urge a vote for H.R. 806 and a vote

amendment. Thank you. I yield back.

Gentleman yields back his time.
w recognizes the ranking member of the full
llone, for what purpose?
In support of the Ruiz amendment, Mr.

Gentleman is recognized for five minutes.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

upporters argue that the purpose of Section
give states enough time to implement EPA's
rd.

ican public has waited far too long, in my

uate protection from high levels of ozone.
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I mentioned that|lin my state we have had, you know, with the

high temperatureg| that we had over the last week we have had

N
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The promise|lof the Clean Air Act's air quality standards
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1 would essentially say that the negative

zone pollution and the benefits of cleaner
Section 2-A of the bill would block
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't understand it where the Republicans are
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ryone is impacted. As I mentioned,

w Jersey. The president is going to be in
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eekend on the golf course. He's going to be
e air as everybody else.
rstand why he and, you know, the Republican
erstand that this is something that must be
icans -- you know, that we need these

s regardless of where you live or where you
't deny the science.

science is clear and it just -- it bothers

ue to get these efforts to say that we can

now, 1t doesn't matter.
ntioned one of my counties, Middlesex
v. I assure you, Mr. Olson, that Middlesex

support this bill. I am sure that if I
ed it to them they'd pass an ordinance for a
ow saying that they don't support the bill
he standards to go into place because of the
lic, you know, whether it's asthma or the
at we have.

ponents of this bill have repeatedly stated
ended to roll back any of the existing

s afforded in the Clean Air Act. But I

s simply not true.

ically changes numerous provisions of the

that we all breathe safe air. But if
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to claim that this bill is not intended to
Air Act and endanger public health, there is
v should object to Mr. Ruiz's amendment.

t simply states that implementation of EPA's
rd would not be delayed if the Clean Air

ry Committee finds that doing so causes

uman health including asthma attacks and
diseases, birth

heart attacks, strokes,

ure death.

Mr. Ruiz is basically saying, leave it to

tell us. Don't leave to the lay people or
to the scientists.

entation of the new ozone standards has
orld benefits. These public health benefits
rotections are especially important for the
kids, seniors -- and they all
1y blocked by this bill.

icans rely on the EPA to hold polluters
leaning up their pollution.

It's just

you stop the EPA from doing its job, public

want to block efforts to clean up air
contributing to asthma and all these other

ort this amendment.
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Mr. Ruiz's amendment will make it perfectly
n continue to clean up air pollution that

alth effects and so I urge my colleagues to
dment.

It's just common sense, in my

Gentleman yields back his time. Anyone
peak on the amendment?
no further discussion, the vote occurs on
favor signify by saying aye.

no.
it,

e in the opinion of the chair.

r. Chairman, I'd like to record the vote.
The gentleman requests a recorded vote.

he vote slowly.

The Clerk. |Mr. McKinley.

Mr. McKinleyl. No.

The Clerk. |Mr. McKinley votes no.
Mr. Barton.

Mr. Barton. || No.

The Clerk. |Mr. Barton votes no.
Mr. Murphy.

Mr. Murphy. || No.
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The Clerk. |Mr. Murphy votes no.
Mrs. Blackbuyfrn.
[No response|.]
The Clerk. |Mr. Harper.
[No response|. ]
The Clerk. |Mr. Olson.
Mr. Olson. |No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Olson votes no.
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Johnson No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Johnson votes no.
Mr. Flores.
Mr. Flores. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Flores votes no.
Mr. Hudson.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Cramer.
Mr. Cramer. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Cramer votes no.
Mr. Walberg
[No response|. ]
Mr. Carter.
Mr. Carter. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Carter votes no.
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Mr. Walden.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Tonko.
Mr. Tonko. |[[For the people, aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Tonko votes aye.
Mr. Ruiz.
Mr. Ruiz. Alye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Ruiz votes aye.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || Aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Peters votes aye.
Mr. Green.
Mr. Green. |[Aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Green votes aye.
Ms. DeGette
Ms. DeGette Aye.
The Clerk. |Ms. DeGette votes aye.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|. Aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. McNerney votes aye.
Mr. Cardenag|.
Mr. Cardenas|. Aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Cardenas votes aye.
Ms. Dingell
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[No response|. ]

Ms. Matsui.

Ms. Matsui. || Aye.

The Clerk. |[Ms. Matsui votes aye.

Mr. Pallone

Mr. Pallone Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Pallone votes aye.
Chairman Shimkus.

Mr. Shimkus Did you call me?

The Clerk. |Chairman Shimkus.

Mr. Shimkus Chairman Shimkus votes no.
The Clerk. |[Chairman Shimkus wvotes no.
Mr. Shimkus For what purpose does the gentleman from

Mississippi risel

Mr. Harper.
The Clerk.
Mr. Shimkus

their vote?

The

The

Clerk.

Chairmar

No.
Mr. Harper votes no.

Is there anybody else wishing to record

Chairman Walden.

. No.

The

Mr.

Mr.

Clerk.
Walberg

Walberg

Chairman Walden votes no.

No.

The

Clerk.

Mr. Walberg votes no.
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The Clerk will report the tally.

Mr .

Chairman, on that vote there were
ves and 12 noes.

Nine ayes and 12 noes. The amendment is
oes anyone else have an amendment to offer?
n from California, for what purpose do you

Mr. Chairman, I have an amendment at the
Clerk will report the amendment.
Which number?
Do any -- does anybody know which --

806.
Amendment to H.R. 806 offered by Mr.
Gentleman is recognized for five minutes
amendment.

I thank the chair.

strikes Section 5 of this bill, which

i1l Section 5 states that no additional
to carry out this legislation.
, the administration and the House

nue to ask that the EPA do more and more

s resources while also trying -- while also
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f our state and local agencies.

make sense. It's illogical. And in the

it would hamper the EPA's ability to protect
and water quality.
ministration's proposed budget for fiscal
nds cutting the EPA's budget by more than $2
ing dozens of programs.

the Center for American Progress, the Trump
FEPA budget unloads hundreds of millions of
nto states without giving those states the
he job.

can't afford that kind of dramatic shift.

be harmful for the 649,000 children and more

ults with asthma living in my state of

report by the Environmental Council of
that state environmental agencies rely on
or approximately 27 percent of their
Chair.

tarting the clock, Mr. I represent

air quality regions in the nation, the San
However, the San Joaquin Valley Air District
in utilizing EPA grants and expertise to

reductions for mobile sources showing that
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ing is beneficial.
ontinues to set emission levels to record
ced air pollution by more than 80 percent
those grants.
ir District utilizes EPA targeted air shed
Emission Reduction Act -- that is also DERA
ave been essential in this effort. These
d thousands of agriculture, trucking and
acquire low-emitting trucks, tractors and
generates jobs and manufacturing here in
These federal funds have a great track
ting our region and it's a good investment.
t for every dollar spent on DERA, more than
efits are generated and all 50 states have
ey District stated that more, not less,
0 ensure proper protection of the public
Air Act.
to highlight how this bill combined with
the Trump administration will continue to
air quality and public health.
ump recently announced he would rescind

le emission determination, meaning that
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ornia would to be allowed to enact stronger
nd emission standards.

ate's right that has been responsible for
ement in mileage efficiency of vehicles

v. Don't take it away.

tremendous progress and significant
d addressing climate change and public
bill before us today and actions of the
11 take us back in history. It will harm
and hurt our economy.

vote on my amendment and a no vote on H.R.
protect the health and well-being of our

, I yield back.
The gentleman yields back his time.
me? The gentleman from Texas is recognized
t word for five minutes.
Strike the last word. Thank you, Mr.
nt would eliminate the restriction on any
izations necessary to carry out the bill.
i1l the amount of agency resources needed to

nattainment designations and approving

lementation plans under the 2015 ozone
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greatly reduced.

nt is unnecessary since the bill already

ation costs by eliminating redundant and

al regulatory requirements.

e means lower implementation cost, thus the

ot be needed. States testified that the
the cost of implementation -- of

r exiting ozone programs or continuing to

e ozone emissions and our states have an

ecord for cost effective emissions

he last several decades.

n mentioned states' rights. I mean,

still be free to do whatever it wants to as

at least the federal standard.

duces the continued ozone reductions that

ions costs, thus no additional

e needed.

vote on this amendment. I yield back.
The gentleman yields back his time.

e time to dispute? The gentleman from New

d to strike the last word for five minutes.

Thank you, Mr. Chair. I move to strike the

nk you for the opportunity.

this bill would make it explicit that no
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are authorized to be appropriated to carry

my feelings known on this bill as a whole
your feelings on the bill this section is
We cannot continue to ask EPA to do more
t's what this section requires.

his language, we should be holding budget
r understand the administration's
orities.

I believe the cuts to EPA proposed by
budget,

especially the proposed cuts to

assistance grants, will

ability to clean up our air.

en includes new reports that would not have

nal funding. Frankly, I have no problem

flo look at some of these issues if it's done

Iy rigorous manner such as studying the

nspacific air pollution.

fair to require these studies among other
ties without allowing EPA to access
to do so.

reasons I ask my colleagues to support Mr.
Chair.

ent and with that yield back, Mr.

Gentleman yields back his time.
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cognizes the gentleman from Texas five
ing the last word.

I thank the chairman.

e little persistent things, and the facts

comply with the Clean Air Act over ozone.

2008 put out new standards -- 75 parts per

ident Obama's administration eight years to
to comply with those new standards. That

pring of 2015. Six short months later, new

t —-- 70 parts per billion. This is a mess.
standards will provide additional time to
5 ozone standards by extending the date for

s from 2017 to 2025 and extending new
ements until that date.

s states additional time to make sure to
015 standards. It gives states the time to
he 2008 standards which EPA issued the

ars later.

that based on the 2012 through 2014 data
with ozone monitors would violate the 2015
on track to meet those standards by 2025.
sense to sweep counties unnecessarily into

nonattainment regulatory regime. And how
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They are significant.

mated compliance costs for the 2008

ng in 2020 of $7.6 billion to $8.8 billion
timates compliance costs for the 2015

ng in 2025 of $2 billion annually including

ide of California and $80 million in

uge Area Chamber of Commerce recently

quote, "to clarify the economic impact

he unimplemented standards have cost the
5,070 jobs and caused more than $33.9
1 investment to be completed in other
ounties were put on hold until a more
ory climate is established. The current
roken and H.R.

806 fixed that by giving EPA

e proven they need to comply with the law.

The gentleman yields back his time.
cognizes the gentleman from New Jersey to
ord for five minutes.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
dicate my support of the McNerney amendment.

d this bill last Congress, the Congressional
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ntified an additional $2 million that would
uct the duplicative study required by

v Section 5 was added. Although the bill
itional resources to implement, Section 5
ew resources will be provided so, again,

re to do but not giving them the funds to do
this before. My Republican colleagues have
ain to cut the EPA's budget and now the

ion is following suit. They say that the
that EPA must learn to do more with less.

Y s

real goal is to have EPA just do less, and
the environmental cop from the beat.
nefit but our constituents do not and

pay the price. Draconian funding cuts just
urden on states since about 40 percent of
istributed to the states in grants and other
his is especially true for air quality

much of the permitting and preparation of

ans done under the Clean Air Act is actually

omplaints we have heard is that EPA is not

ent guidance early enough in the NAAQS
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states in meeting their obligation under
states want and need assistance. We heard
r legislative hearing.

cking additional funds doesn't do anything
In fact,

oncern. the prohibition of funds

only make the situation worse. It would
aff attention away from other EPA programs
strapped for cash.

e my colleagues to support the McNerney

ke Section 5 of the bill. It's time for

de adequate resources to enable the federal
iver the services that our constituents

eld back.

Gentleman yields back his time.

If

seeking time to speak on the amendment?

er discussion the vote occurs on the

favor shall signify by saying aye.

, no.

e it. The gentleman requests a recorded
will record the roll call.
Mr. McKinley.

No.

The Clerk.

Mr. McKinley wvotes no.
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Mr. Barton.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Murphy.
Mr. Murphy. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Murphy votes no.
Mrs. Blackbuyfrn.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Harper.
Mr. Harper. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Harper votes no.
Mr. Olson.
Mr. Olson. |No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Olson votes no.
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Johnson No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Johnson votes no.
Mr. Flores.
Mr. Flores. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Flores votes no.
Mr. Hudson.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Cramer.
Mr. Cramer. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Cramer votes no.
98




This is an uneditg@ transcript. The statements within may be
Inaccurate, incomplete, or misattributed to the speaker.
Mr. Walberg
[No response|. ]
Mr. Carter.
Mr. Carter. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Carter votes no.
Mr. Tonko.
Mr. Tonko. [Aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Tonko votes aye.
Mr. Ruiz.
Mr. Ruiz. RAye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Ruiz votes aye.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || Aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. Peters votes aye.
Mr. Green.
[No response|. ]
Ms. DeGette
Ms. DeGette Aye.
The Clerk. |Ms. DeGette votes aye.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|. Aye.
The Clerk. |Mr. McNerney votes aye.
Mr. Cardenag|.
[No response|. ]
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Ms. Dingell

[No response|. ]

Ms. Matsui.

Ms. Matsui. || Aye.

The Clerk. |Ms. Matsui votes aye.

Mr. Pallone

Mr. Pallone Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Pallone votes aye.

Mr. Shimkus

Mr. Shimkus Shimkus votes no.

The Clerk. |[Mr. Shimkus wvotes no.

Mr. Shimkus Any other member -- for what purpose the
gentleman from Oregon?

The Clerk. |Mr. Walden is not recorded. Mr. Barton is

not recorded.

Mr. Barton. || No.

The Clerk. |Mr. Barton votes no.

Mr. Walberg|fis not recorded.

Mr. Walberg No.

The Clerk. |Mr. Walberg votes no.

Mr. Shimkus Any other members seeking to recorded?

Seeing none,

The

ayes and

Clerk.

12 noes

the Clerk will report the tally.

Mr. Chairman, on that vote there were seven
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Mr. Shimkus

Seven ayes and 12 noes. The amendment is

not agreed to.

now occurs on for

Are there fu

rther amendments?

warding H.R.

Seeing none, the question

806 to the full committee.

All those inp| favor will say aye.

Those opposed, no.

The ayes appear to have it.

Mr. Tonko. |Mr. Chair.

Mr. Shimkus Gentleman from New York.

Mr. Tonko. I request a roll call, please.

Mr. Shimkus Gentleman requests a recorded vote. The
Clerk will call ffhe vote.

The Clerk. |Mr. McKinley.

Mr. McKinleyl. Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. McKinley votes aye.

Mr. Barton.

Mr. Barton. || Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Barton votes aye.

Mr. Murphy.

Mr. Murphy. || Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Murphy votes aye.

Mrs. Blackbuyfrn.

[No response|. ]

Mr. Harper.
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Mr. Harper. || Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Harper votes aye.
Mr. Olson.

Mr. Olson. |Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Olson votes aye.
Mr. Johnson

Mr. Johnson Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Johnson votes aye.
Mr. Flores.

Mr. Flores. || Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Flores votes aye.
Mr. Hudson.

[No response|. ]

Mr. Cramer.

Mr. Cramer. || Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Cramer votes aye.
Mr. Walberg

Mr. Walberg Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Walberg votes aye.
Mr. Carter.

Mr. Carter. || Aye.

The Clerk. |Mr. Carter votes aye.
Mr. Walden.

The Chairman. Aye.
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The Clerk. |Mr. Walden votes aye.
Mr. Tonko.
Mr. Tonko. |No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Tonko votes no.
Mr. Ruiz.
Mr. Ruiz. No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Ruiz votes no.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || No.
The Clerk. |Mr. Peters votes no.
Mr. Green.
[No response|. ]
Ms. DeGette
Ms. DeGette No.
The Clerk. |Ms. DeGette votes no.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|l. No.
The Clerk. |Mr. McNerney votes no.
Mr. Cardenag|.
[No response|. ]
Ms. Dingell
[No response|. ]
Ms. Matsui.
Ms. Matsui. || No.
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The Clerk. |Ms. Matsui votes no.

Mr. Pallone

Mr. Pallone No.

The Clerk. |Mr. Pallone votes no.

Mr. Shimkus

Mr. Shimkus Shimkus votes yes.

The Clerk. |Mr. Shimkus votes aye.

Mr. Green.

Mr. Green. [No.

The Clerk. |Mr. Green votes no.

Mr. Shimkus Any other members seeking to be recorded?

If not, the|Clerk will report.

The Clerk. |Mr. Chairman, on that vote there were 12
ayes and eight nogges.

Mr. Shimkus Would you say that again? I was
distracted.

The Clerk. |Mr. Chairman, on that vote there were 12
ayes and eight nogges.

Mr. Shimkus Twelve ayes and eight noes.

The H.R. 40|F- H.R. 806 is now recorded to be reported
to the full commijttee.

Without objection, the staff is authorized to make

technical and con

by the subcommitf

forming changes to the legislation approved

ee today. So ordered.
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This is an uneditg
inaccurate, incom

I am glad t}
subcommittee to f
that.

And I am goil
privilege and ide
think it was a C4

R

son, Daniel, who
So with that

adjourned.
[Whereupon,

adjourned. ]

il

1 transcript. The statements within may be
plete, or misattributed to the speaker.

at Jack found wisdom in coming to the

ind out how cool it was. So I appreciate

ng to take a personal -- point of personal

pntify the young man in the Cardinal -- I

rdinal shirt. That's my son, my youngest
made it here for the last markup.
without objection,

14

at 12:01 p.m., the Subcommittee was
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