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Section 173 of the Clean Air Act. My understanding is that the "offsets"
mandated in Section 173 of the Clean Air Act are applicable and there is no
relief that can be provided regarding "offsets."
2. Hearing testimony raised concerns about the quality of modeling data. When
promulgating nonattainment designations in air quality control regions, should
the Administrator base such designation on modeling predictions that do not
incorporate state/local air agency input in lieu of the state's air quality
monitoring data?

No. Failure to incorporate state and local air agency input may result in EPA's final
nonattainment designations based upon erroneous data. During recent EPA analyses
for interstate transport of pollution, state and local air pollution control agencies
provided clarifying information to accurately reflect emissions inventories of
stationary sources and correct modeling inputs used by EPA.
Furthermore, modeling characterizations of the air quality in an area are conservative
and do not accurately reflect actual concentrations of criteria pollutants observed at
the State and Local Ambient Monitoring Stations (SLAMS). Modeling
characterizations can provide beneficial information necessary to establish the
appropriate location for the siting of SLAMS. However, considering the significant
consequences associated with nonattainment designations, the Division for Air
Quality does not find modeling characterizations to be appropriate for designation
purposes.
3. Are there any other considerations we should take into account concerning H.R.
806 that you believe we did not cover sufficiently in the hearing?

Currently, EPA is requesting state and local air pollution control agencies to review
ozone monitoring data for the previous three (3) monitoring years for which there is
complete, quality-assured monitoring data (2013, 2014, 2015). On April 13, 2017,
EPA notified states that it intends to invalidate a substantial amount of certified
ambient air monitoring data from the period 2013 to2015. The data collected during
those years served as the basis for which states used to determine their recommended
designations for the2015 03 NAAQS. Invalidation of this ozone monitoring data
could have a significant impact on EPA's final design ations for the 2015 03 NAAQS.
Sincerely,

Sean Alteri

