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J. CHRISTIAN BOLLWAGE 
 

  
 
 

Extensive executive administration expereince within the public sector.  Provides oversight of operations and policies for the 

fourth largest municipality in the State of New Jersey. Manages and supplies leadership to municipal officials in order to achieve 

the most efficeint and effective services in an effort to improve the overall quality of life. Spearheaded numerous economic 

development, housing and revitalization efforts throughout municipality; creating a great place to live, work and raise a family.  
 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

MAYOR          January 1993 - Present 

City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 
 

Created a more efficient city government while sparking $800 million in economic redevelopment, including the former Jersey 

Gardens Mall, now known as The Mills at Jersey Gardens, which solidified Elizabeth as a destination of choice. Elected to his 

first term in 1992 and consecutively reelected in 1996, 2000, 2004, 2008 and 2012.  Serves as the Chief Executive Officer of a 

municipality with more than 125,000 individuals.  
 

Select Accomplishments: 
 

 Introduced more than 6,000 new jobs through economic development initiatives 

 Redeveloped numerous brownfield parcels into successful and thriving sites, including the former Jersey Gardens Mall, a 

20-screen AMC movie theater and four hotels 

 Implemented New Jersey’s first municipal Wi-Fi free Internet access program 

 Created Office on Youth, Youth Advisory Board, after-school and summer programs 

 Enhanced public safety through installation of state-of-the-art Elizabeth Police Information and Communication System, 

improving response times and providing vital information at the scene  
 Spearheaded streetscapes, aesthetics improvements, as well as business attraction and retention efforts in Elizabeth’s 

Urban Enterprise Zone (UEZ), which was named number one in nation 

 Increased firefighter response and improved preparedness through the construction of a new Fire Headquarters and 

Emergency Response Center  

 

 

 

FIFTH WARD CITY COUNCILMAN          1982-1992 

City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 
 

Represented the City of Elizabeth’s Fifth Ward on the Elizabeth City Council.  Provided constituent services, facilitated 

community meetings, and offered assistance to residents of the City’s Fifth Ward in reference to City programs and services. 

Served as City Council President in 1989. 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 

 United States Conference of Mayors – Trustee, Executive Committee Member, Co-Chairman of Brownfields Task Force, 

Chairman of Highway Safety Subcommittee, Past Chair of Criminal and Social Justice Committee 

 Past President and Executive Board Member of New Jersey State League of Municipalities 

 Past Chairman, Urban Enterprise Zone Mayors Commission 

 Member, Kean University Pi Alpha Alpha Honor Society 

 

EDUCATION 
 

HONORARY DOCTORATE OF LAWS  

MASTERS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

BACHELORS OF SCIENCE, ECONOMICS 

Kean University - Union, New Jersey 
























