


Frank S. Holleman III 
 

 
Office Address     
Southern Environmental Law Center   
601 West Rosemary Street, Suite 220   
Chapel Hill, NC   27516    

        
 

 
Employment 
 
April 2011 to present: Senior Attorney, Southern Environmental Law 

Center 
  
January 2001 to March 2011: Member, Wyche, Burgess, Freeman & 

Parham, P.A., Greenville, S.C. 
 
December 1999 to January 2001: U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education and Associate 

Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Education, 
Washington, D.C. 

 
July 1997 to December 1999: Member, Wyche, Burgess, Freeman & 

Parham, P.A., Greenville, S.C. 
 
October 1994 to June 1997:  Chief of Staff, Secretary Richard W. Riley, 
     U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 
 
August 1993 to October 1994: Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division, 
     U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 
 
October 1982 to August 1993: Associate and Member, Wyche, Burgess, Freeman 

& Parham, P.A., Greenville, S.C. 
 
July 1981 to July 1982: Clerk, Associate Justice Harry A. Blackmun, 
 U.S. Supreme Court, Washington, D.C. 
 
August 1979 to August 1980: Clerk, Judge Harrison L. Winter, Fourth Circuit 
 U.S. Court of Appeals, Baltimore, Maryland 
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Education 
 
M.Sc., London School of Economics and Political Science (1981) 
 
J.D., Harvard Law School (magna cum laude 1979) 
 
B.A., Furman University (magna cum laude 1976) 
 
Seneca High School, Seneca S.C. (1972) 
 
Academic Honors 
 
Editor and Articles Editor, Harvard Law Review 
Knox Fellowship for Study in the United Kingdom (Harvard) 
Phi Beta Kappa, Pi Gamma Mu (Furman) 
Ulmer Political Science Medal (Furman) 
James B. Duke Scholar (Furman) 
National Merit Scholar 
 
Other Governmental Positions 
 
Vice Chair of Board of Trustees and Board Member, South Carolina First Steps to 

 School Readiness (August 1999 to 2003) 
 
Member, K-12 Education Expert Panel and Member, Advisory Committee of the U.S. 
Comptroller General, Government Accountability Office (GAO) 

 (April 2001 to 2004) 
 
Member, Federal Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance 

(September 1997 to December 1999, by appointment of Secretary Riley) 
 

Chair, Education Transition Subcommittee, Transition Committee of Gov.-Elect Hodges 
 (November 1998 to January 1999) 
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Other Professional Activities 
 
Member, American Law Institute 
 
Member, Judicial Conference of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit 
 
Fellow, American Bar Foundation 
 
Special Referee, by the appointment of Circuit Judge John Kittredge, in  Kiriakides v.  

Atlas Food Systems & Services, Inc., 96-CP-23-3213 (Greenville County Court 
of Common Pleas), decided October 1998, aff’d 343 S.C. 587 (S.C. Court of 
Appeals),  541 S.E.2d 257 (S.C. Supreme Court) 

  
Best Lawyers in America, 2005-10; South Carolina Super Lawyers 2008-10 
 
Member, U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, U.S. District 

 Court for South Carolina, and South Carolina and North Carolina Bars 
 
Awards 
 
2013 Palmetto Trout Award, S.C. Council of Trout Unlimited 
 
2011 Whitney M. Young Humanitarian of the Year Award, Greenville Urban League 
 
2010 South Carolina Environmental Awareness Award 

(awarded on behalf of the Governor and the General Assembly) 
 
2007 Volunteer of the Year Award, Upstate Forever 
 
2006 Water Conservation Award, South Carolina Wildlife Federation 
 
First Recipient, Jesse Coles Early Childhood Education Award 

Presented by the Psaras Foundation and S.C. First Steps to School Readiness 
2004 

 
Conservation 
 
Immediate Past Advisory Board Chair and Advisory Board member, Audubon Society of 

South Carolina  
 
President, Naturaland Trust (land trust dedicated to protecting South Carolina’s 

 mountains) 
 
Board Member, Conservation Voters of South Carolina 
 
Spokesperson for Conservation Organizations for the Stumphouse Mountain and  
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 Issaqueena Falls Protection Project (a project in Oconee County, S.C., 2007) 
 
Past President and Board Member, Friends of the Reedy River 
 
Board Member, Upstate Chapter of the South Carolina Native Plant Society 
 
Author, Foreword:  Birding South Carolina (Falcon Guide 2009). 
 
 
Community Activities 
 
Candidate, South Carolina Superintendent of Education (election, November 2010) 
 
Former Board Chair, Graduate Greenville:  community partnership of the Greenville 

United Way, the Greenville School District, and the Alliance for Quality 
Education to increase the graduation rate in Greenville County 

 
Former Board Chair and Board member, Alliance for Quality Education, Greenville, 
 South Carolina 
 
Greenville United Way 

Former Board Chair (2004-05) 
Member, School Readiness Council 
Former Chair, Community Impact Cabinet (2006-08) 
Former Chair, Success by Six, a project of the Greenville United Way  
Former Member, Community Partners Committee for a Community Impact 
Agenda 

 
Former Board Member, Voorhees College (Historically Black College located in  
 Denmark, South Carolina) 
 
Former Chair, Board of Visitors, and Board Member, University Center of Greenville  
 A higher education collaborative of 8 higher education institutions 

(Clemson, USC Upstate, USC, MUSC, Lander, SC State, Furman, and Greenville 
Tech) 

 
Former Member, Education Plan Review Committee, Greenville County School District  
 
Former Chair, Education Committee 

Vision 2025, Greenville Chamber of Commerce 
 
Furman University: 

Organizing Advisory Committee, Richard W. Riley Institute 
Advisory Committee, Lily Center for Theological Exploration of Vocation 
Advisory Committee, Center for Education Policy and Leadership, 

 Richard W. Riley Institute 
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Member, Ernest J. Walters Endowment Committee  
 
Presbyterian Elder and formerly Member of the Session, Westminster Presbyterian 

 Church, Greenville, S.C. 
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