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Matt has worked at Appalachian Voices since 2001 and has served in various capacities ranging from 
Executive Director to the editor of The Appalachian Voice newspaper. As Director of Programs, Matt 
provides the long-range vision and direction for all of Appalachian Voices' programs.  
 
Matt received his B.S. in Zoology from the University of Washington, and Ph.D. in Ecology from Cornell 
University. Since his time doing research at Cornell on the impacts of acid rain on birds, Matt has worked 
on all aspects of the “coal cycle” — from mining, transportation and combustion of coal to the disposal of 
power plant waste.  
 
Matt designs and builds web-based databases with sophisticated search functions for use by 
professionals and citizens working on coal-related issues and oversees the award-winning online 
campaign to stop mountaintop removal coal mining on iLoveMountains.org.  
 
A nationally recognized authority on mountaintop removal coal mining and coal economics, Matt has 
testified before Congress and numerous state legislatures, appears frequently on expert panels, and is a 
contributor to high-profile media outlets including Huffington Post, Grist, and Climate Progress.  

 




