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Ernie Rosenberg was first employed by the American Cleaning Institute
® 

(then known as the Soap and Detergent Association) in November 1999 

as its President and became its CEO in 2003.  In 2010, SDA became the 

American Cleaning Institute
®
.  

 

Mr. Rosenberg has been a senior environmental, health and safety 

manager in both government and the private sector since 1975, largely 

focusing on chemical management.   

 

He has served as the first chief of  the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency branch reviewing new chemicals (1979-1981), acting deputy 

director of the Chemical Control Division (1981), and chief of staff of EPA’s automotive 

emission control and fuel economy office (1975 to 1979).  After EPA, managed a full range of 

environmental, health and safety issues for two oil, chemical and mining companies, Atlantic 

Richfield (1981-1985) and Occidental Petroleum (as a consultant from 1985 to 1989 and as a 

Vice President in its Washington office (1989-1999). While at those companies, he was a leader 

of business coalitions addressing amendments to the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.  He also represented those companies at the World 

Environment Center, the International Environmental Forum and the Corporate Council of 

Resources for the Future. 

 

He chairs the working group responsible for international product policies (including chemical 

management) at the U.S. Council for International Business and in that capacity, has represented 

USCIB and the International Chamber of Commerce in negotiations for the UN’s Strategic 

Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) and at the Asia Pacific Economic 

Cooperation (APEC) Chemicals Dialogue. He formerly served on the Board of the 

Environmental Law Institute.  

 

He serves as vice chair of the board of the National Association of Manufacturers’ Council of 

Manufacturing Associations and on the board of the Canadian Consumer Specialty Products 

Association.   

 

Mr. Rosenberg has a Juris Doctor degree from the New York University School of Law and a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Rochester (New York).  He lives with his wife, 

Karen, three dogs and two cats in McLean, Virginia.. 

 

Mr. Rosenberg is a frequent author and speaker, addressing governmental and business 

organizations in Europe and Asia as well as around the United States. 

 

The American Cleaning Institute
®
 (ACI) is the trade association representing the $30 billion U.S. cleaning products 

market.  ACI members include the formulators of soaps, detergents, and general cleaning products used in 

household, commercial, industrial and institutional settings; companies that supply ingredients and finished 

packaging for these products; and oleochemical producers.  ACI and its members are dedicated to improving health 

and the quality of life through sustainable cleaning products and practices.  ACI’s mission is to support the 

sustainability of the cleaning products industry through research, education, outreach and science-based advocacy. 
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