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February 28, 2023  

 

 

The Honorable Cathy McMorris 

Rodgers 

Chair  

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Frank Pallone  

Ranking Member  

Committee on Energy and Commerce  

U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20515  

 

The Honorable Gus Bilirakis 

Chair 

Subcommittee on Innovation, Data, and Commerce 

Committee on Energy and Commerce  

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Jan Schakowsky 

Ranking Member  

Subcommittee on Innovation, Data, and Commerce 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Chair McMorris Rodgers, Ranking Member Pallone, Chair Bilirakis, and Ranking 

Member Schakowsky, 

   

On behalf of The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, a coalition charged by 

its diverse membership of more than 230 national organizations to promote and protect the 

rights of all persons in the United States, we thank you for the opportunity to submit our 

views regarding online privacy. We ask for this letter to be entered into the record of the 

Innovation, Data, and Commerce Subcomittee hearing titled “Promoting U.S. Innovation and 

Individual Liberty Through a National Standard for Data Privacy” on March 1, 2023. 

 

Technological progress should bring greater safety, economic opportunity, and convenience 

to everyone. And the collection of demographic data is essential for documenting persistent 

inequality and discrimination. But just as technology has created immense positive value by 

creating economic opportunities, facilitating civil rights advocacy, and adding new voices to 

our culture and public debate, it can also enable discriminatory conduct and give new tools 

to powerful institutions to entrench and exacerbate existing disparities. In 2014, The 

Leadership Conference, along with 14 signatories, released the “Civil Rights Principles for 

the Era of Big Data,” (civil rights principles) calling on the U.S. government and businesses 

to respect and promote equal opportunity and equal justice in the development and use of 

data-driven technologies.1 While the terminology has shifted from “big data” to “AI,” the 

issues remain the same and the threats technology can pose to civil rights have only grown. 

 
1 “Civil Rights Principles for the Era of Big Data,” The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human 

Rights (Feb. 27, 2014), https://civilrights.org/2014/02/27/civil-rights-principles-era-big-

data/#:~:text=Technological%20progress%20should%20bring%20greater,documenting%20persistent

%20inequality%20and%20discrimination. 






