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that can significantly reduce the risk of exercise-induced pulmonary hemorrhage, absolutely 
will jeopardize the health and lives of horses and jockeys. 

Illinois horsemen have made significant contributions to promote and sustain the success of 
this industry. Our members have invested an estimated $100 million in the race horses 
stabled at Arlington, Fairmount and Hawthorne. Additionally, we spend more than $40 
million annually to keep those horses trained. And every four or five years, we replace and 
replenish retiring horses (thereby re-investing another $100 million). 

Live horse racing supports the livelihood of horsemen and thousands of other workers at the 
tracks and throughout Illinois agribusiness, including backstretch workers, veterinarians, 
breeders, feed and hay suppliers, blacksmiths, gate crew workers, track management, track 
secretary and horse entry clerks, security personnel, truck operators, food vendors, tellers, 
construction workers and others. 

Any measure that will exacerbate the regulatory and cost burdens will only harm those 
individuals and communities that depend on the continued financial health of Illinois horse 
racing. Accordingly, we respectfully urge you to oppose H.R. 2651 or any similar proposal. 

We would be glad to discuss our concerns with this legislation, further illuminate the benefits 
provided by the horse racing industry to Illinois taxpayers, or answer any questions that you 
may have. Please do not hesitate to contact any or all of us. Contact information is included 
below. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

David Mccaffrey, 
Executive Director 

Illinois Thoroughbred 
Horsemen's Association 

Davidmc@itharacing.com 
847-577-6464

-,°d �
Tony Somone, 

Executive Director 
Illinois Harness Horsemen's 

Association 

tsomone@harnessillinois.com 
630-323-0808

Dixie Harr, 
Secretary / Treasurer, 

Illinois Horsemen's 
Benevolent & Protective 

Association 

hbpaofil@gmail.com 
618-345-7724
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