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Mr. Hemmersbaugh was appointed Chief Counsel of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in June 
2015. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner at the law firm of Sidley Austin in Washington, DC. His practice 
concentrated on the representation of rail carriers and other transportation industry clients in a variety of regulatory 
proceedings, rate cases, acquisitions and consolidations, and litigation in Federal and State courts. Mr. Hemmersbaugh 
served as outside General Counsel to the District of Columbia Bar, one of the largest bar associations in the United 
States, from 2009 to 2015.

Prior to joining Sidley Austin, Mr. Hemmersbaugh served as a law clerk for the Honorable Paul A. Magnuson, Chief 
Judge of the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota. Earlier, Mr. Hemmersbaugh worked for members and 
committees of the U.S. Congress, including the former Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee. Prior to that service, he worked in private industry.

Mr. Hemmersbaugh graduated magna cum laude with a B. A. in economics from St. Olaf College, and magna cum 
laude from the University of Minnesota Law School.
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