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Elon Musk is unilaterally reinstating banned Twitter
accounts, despite assuring civil rights groups and
advertisers that he wouldn’t

Musk has reinstated dozens of previously banned right-wing accounts, including Donald Trump, Project
Veritas, and Marjorie Taylor Greene
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Update (last updated 3/24/23): This piece has been updated with additional examples of previously suspended
right-wing Twitter accounts that have been reinstated under Musk.

Since acquiring Twitter, embattled CEO Elon Musk has assured civil rights leaders and advertisers that he
would maintain content moderation policies and create clear processes for reinstating previously banned
accounts. Less than amonth into his ownership, Musk has single-handedly reinstated at least 11 right-
wing accounts, including former President Donald Trump.

After Musk officially acquired Twitter on October 27, previously banned users quickly celebrated his
ownership, as Musk interacted with right-wing figures responsible for spreading extremismon the
platform. Right-wing extremists immediately started testing Twitter's limits, flooding it with racist and
anti-LGBTQ rhetoric, while QAnon conspiracy theorists also started rejoining the platform.(QAnon-
supporting accounts were suspended from Twitter in July 2020 due to the real-world harms associated
with the conspiracy theory.)

A day after acquiring Twitter, Musk announced that he would be forming a “content moderation council”
before reinstating any previously banned accounts.
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Twitter will be forming a content moderation council
with widely diverse viewpoints.

No major content decisions or account reinstatements
will happen before that council convenes.
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On November 2, Musk further assured civil rights leaders that there would be a clear process before
allowing previously banned accounts back onto the platform.

- Elon Musk € @eclonmusk - Nov 2
g Replying to @yoyoel
Talked to civil society leaders @JGreenblattADL, @YaelEisenstat,
@rashadrobinson, @JGo4Justice, @normanischen, @DerrickNAACP,
@TheBushCenter Ken Hersch & @SindyBenavides about how Twitter will
continue to combat hate & harassment & enforce its election integrity

policies
O 8743 v 4,216 Q 148K &
F~ Elon Musk & @eclonmusk - Nov 2
- Replying to @elonmusk @yoyoel and 8 others
Twitter will not allow anyone who was de-platformed for violating Twitter

rules back on platform until we have a clear process for doing so, which will
take at least a few more weeks
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Replying to @elonmusk @yoyoel and 8 others

Twitter's content moderation council will include
representatives with widely divergent views, which will
certainly include the civil rights community and groups
who face hate-fueled violence
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Musk has also tried to reassure Twitter advertisers —which reportedly account for 90% of the company’s
revenue —that the platform would remain “warm and welcoming to all,” proclaiming, “Twitter aspires to be
the most respected advertising platformin the world.”(Media Matters has previously reported that the 20
companies that spent the most on Twitter advertising since January 1 paid the platform an estimated $358
million combined.) During a Twitter Spaces broadcast on November 9, Musk again addressed advertisers’

concerns about hate speech and misinformation on Twitter, claiming that the company hasn't made any

changes to its content moderation policies.

Regardless of these assurances, Musk unilaterally reinstated at least 11 high-profile right-wing accounts

that were previously banned from Twitter, including Trump, seemingly taking direction fromright-wing

https://mww.mediamatters.org/twitter/elon-musk-unilaterally-reinstating -banned-twitter-accounts-despite-assuring - civil-rights

2127


https://techcrunch.com/2022/11/02/heres-what-happened-at-elon-musks-meeting-with-civil-rights-leaders/
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1585619322239561728
https://twitter.com/nytimes/status/1522240980052852736
https://www.mediamatters.org/twitter/these-top-advertisers-can-stop-musks-twitter-supercharging-online-radicalization
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2022/11/09/elon-musk-twitter-advertisers/

3/27/23, 1:53 PM Elon Muskis unilaterally reinstating banned Twitter accounts, despite assuring civil rights groups and advertisers that he wouldn’t | Media ...

figures like Benny Johnson.
I REND 11

@realDonald

@realDonaldTrumyj

Account nded

Twitter suspend

s accounts that violate the

Twitter Ru

On November 18, Musk declared it was “Freedom Friday,” reinstating right-wing accounts of Jordan
Peterson and the Babylon Bee and creating a poll to ask users if he should reinstate Trump.

¥ Elon Musk &
@elonmusk
Reinstate former President Trump
Yes 51.8%
No @ 48.2%

15,085,458 votes - Final results

7:47 PM - Nov 18, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone
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Musk reinstated Trump after his unreliable and unscientific Twitter poll ended on November 19.

Twitter permanently suspended Trump from the platform in January 2021 after he used it to incite and
encourage the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. Right-wing media have been calling on Musk to reinstate
Trump since it was revealed in April that he owned a major stake in the company. Allowing Trump back on
the platformignores his previous social media behavior —in which the former president regularly pushed
harmful misinformation and extreme rhetoric —and his continued promotion of election misinformation.
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The people have spoken.

Trump will be reinstated.

Vox Populi, Vox Dei.

& Elon Musk & @elonmusk - Nov 18
Reinstate former President Trump

Show this poll
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Musk has seemingly prioritized right-wing content and users, reinstating previously suspended accounts
of white nationalists, anti-Muslim extremists, and people who participated in the January 6 insurrection,
among other misinformers. On December 16, Musk reinstated at least a dozen right-wing accounts,
including election conspiracy theorists Patrick Byrne and Mike Lindell, Project Veritas founder James
O'Keefe, anti-Muslim blogger Pamela Geller, former Newsmax reporter Emerald Robinson, far-right outlet
Gateway Pundit, QAnon supporters Mindy Robinson and Shiva Ayyadurai, right-wing preacher Greg Locke,
extremist commentator Wayne Allyn Root, white nationalist Jaden McNeil, and anti-vaccine figure Larry
Cook.

Musk has continued to reinstate other right-wing accounts since November 18, when he declared
“Freedom Friday” on Twitter. Those previously suspended accounts include:
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA)

Greene's personal account was reinstated on November 21, after it was banned in January for violating
the platform's COVID-19 misinformation policies. Greene is a known Sandy Hook and Parkland conspiracy
theorist who has repeatedly pushed violent and extreme rhetoric, including the QAnon conspiracy theory.

ALx =
@alx

When | was suspended from Twitter Two Years ago,
then Congressional Candidate Marjorie Taylor Greene
posted a video in my support.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene®== &

Now, she is the only member of Congress who has had
@ @RepMTG

her personal account permanently banned.
@ElonMusk, Bring back @mtgreenee R
I'm the only Member of Congress the unelected big
#BringThemBack W/ tech oligarchs permanently banned.

On January 2, 2022, they violated my freedom of
speech and ability to campaign & fundraise crying
"covid misinformation."

My account is back.

Go follow @mtgreenee for MTG unfiltered ;)
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Project Veritas

On November 20, right-wing organization Project Veritas had its account reinstated after it was
permanently suspended in 2021 "for repeated violations of Twitter’s private information policy.”(Project
Veritas founder James O'Keefe was also permanently suspended in 2021, but his account has not yet been
reinstated.) The organization previously tried to evade its ban, using a “distribution by proxy” strategy and
relying on its network of supporters, including anti-LGBTQ account “Libs of TikTok,” to spread its content.

Benny Johnson & . 3
9 @bennyjohnson Vs Prolect Veritas
LS @pyoject Veritas

.@elonmusk actually stood in the gap for free speech.

Thank you @ElonMusk for reinstating the Project
Next, he should unban Project Veritas who helped Veritas Twitter account and for standing up for real
expose Twitter’s inner rot investigative journalism

Why punish journalism with a permaban?

Stay tuned for an exclusive on this account 11/29 - A
FREE brave whistleblower inside the federal government is
going on the record about child trafficking

@jamesokeefeiii
@project_veritas
@pveritas_action
@ericspracklen
@blackhannity

ek st i o g (O i

Wel.rght now we don'\gnake proft. So.iig/gomna say deology. whichis whats led us
intonot Being profitabl.

PROJECTVERITAS COM/BRAVE < SEND ATIP » DAL IS 9144523110
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10:54 PM - Nov 19, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone
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ALX

Right-wing personality Alex Lorusso (known as ALX)was permanently suspended from Twitter in 2020 for
violating the platform’'s “manipulation and spam policy, specifically creating accounts to replace or mimic a
suspended account.” Following Trump’'s reinstatement, right-wing figures called for ALX to be reinstated,
which was granted on November 19.

ALX =
|
Did | miss anything?

9:33 PM - Nov 19, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone

575 Retweets 42 Quote Tweets 9,549 Likes

James Lindsay

Anti-LGBTO figure James Lindsay was permanently banned from Twitter after repeated violations of its
terms of service, including its rules against hateful conduct. Lindsay was reinstated on November 21 and
has already repeatedly used the platform to perpetuate the vile right-wing hate campaign smearing trans
people as “‘groomers.”
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James Lindsay, America's top Christian nationalist
@Conceptuallames

Hello Darkness, my old friend.
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Andrew Tate

Misogynist Andrew Tate was banned from Twitter in 2017 after saying that rape victims “bear some
responsibility” for putting themselves in a position to be assaulted, and he has since been banned from
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and TikTok. Tate was seemingly reinstated on Twitter on November 18,
when he started posting again on the platform, and later called Musk “alegend.”

Andrew Tate

@Cobratate
I’ve decided to fly to the failed state of California, walk
into twitter HQ and tell @elonmusk he’s a legend.

On my way.

0:44 6.4M views
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Juanita Broaddrick

Right-wing figure Juanita Broaddrick was banned from Twitter in April after she posted COVID-19 vaccine
misinformation. Broaddrick's account was reinstated on November 21.
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ﬁ Catturd ™ &
¥ “' @catturd2
Today would be a great day for @elonmusk to restore

Juanita Broaddrick @atensnut account. One of the
nicest people you'll ever meet.

6:08 AM - Nov 21, 2022 - Twitter Web App
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Juanita Broaddrick
' @atensnut
| am back. Thank you so much @elonmusk and
thanks my friend @catturd2

30.2K Likes

4:27 PM - Nov 21, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone
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Savanah Hernandez

106K Likes

Turning Point USA contributor Savanah Hernandez was initially banned from Twitter in 2020, but she
claims to have repeatedly and unsuccessfully tried to evade that ban. On November 21, her original count

was reinstated.

ALX ==
0
Bring back @sav_says_

#BringThemBack ¥

@ Ashley st. Clair @ @stclairashley - Nov 21
.@elonmusk You NEED to see this

Independent reporter Savanah Hernandez was targeted by Twitter employees
every time she broke national news

Her career-long efforts no longer exist & Twitter refused to explain why.

I encourage ALL to listen to her story:
Show this thread
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283 Retweets 7 Quote Tweets 1,207 Likes

Meghan Murphy

Savanah Hernandez

@sav_says.
2 years ago Twitter decided to ban me without reason
after Pres. Trump retweeted this clip.

For 2 years my reporting has been banned from this
platform

Thank you @elonmusk for spending 44 billion so
independent journalists like myself can no longer be
silenced

| am so grateful

@ savanah Hernandez @sav_says_ - Nov 14, 2020
Thousands of Trump supporters sing the “Star Spangled Banner” in unison.
Show this thread
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Trans-exclusionary radical feminist Meghan Murphy was banned from Twitter for intentionally
misgendering and deadnaming a transgender person. Spotify’s right-wing podcaster Joe Rogan
reportedly called on Musk to allow Murphy back on Twitter. Murphy’s account was reinstated on November

20 and she has already pushed anti-trans rhetoric.
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Meghan Murphy
@MeghanEMurphy

Thank you @joerogan and @elonmusk! Raicilla for
everyone I}

10:42 PM - Nov 20, 2022 - Twitter Web App
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Laura Loomer

Laura Loomer, a conspiracy theorist, has previously described herself as a“proud Islamophobe”who is

“pro-white nationalism”and was banned from Twitter in 2018 for making anti-Muslim attacks against Rep.

[lhan Omar (D-MN). After she was reinstated on December 8, Loomer tweeted that Musk “has finally
unchained me from the doors of Twitter HQ,” referencing her bizarre 2018 protest over the suspension.

Laura Loomer
@LauraLoomer

After getting BANNED on Twitter in 2018, and being
digitally exterminated on nearly every other social
media site, payment processor, Uber, Lyft, Uber Eats,

@ElonMusk has finally unchained me from the doors of
Twitter HQ!

Thank you, Elon! #. OOMERED

e, i S—

9:47 AM - Dec 8, 2022

5,281 Retweets 623 Quote Tweets 36K Likes
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Roger Stone

Trump ally and self-proclaimed dirty trickster Roger Stone supported Trump’s claim that the 2020 election

was stolen, promoted violence ahead of the January 6 insurrection, and has spread conspiracy theories
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about 9/11. He was banned from Twitter in 2017 after threatening multiple CNN reporters. Stone tried to
rejoin the platformin April 2022, when Musk was still in the process of buying Twitter, but was quickly
suspended again. On December 7, Stone was officially reinstated and thanked Musk for his ‘commitment
to fairness and free speech.”

f- Roger Stone

%’ @Roger)Stonelr

A shout out to my friend @Ali a patriot who | hope will
be joining @LauralLoomer and me here again on Twitter

and thanks again to @ElonMusk for his commitment to
fairness and free speech

1:19 PM - Dec 8, 2022

104 Retweets 34 Quote Tweets 551 Likes
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Baked Alaska

White nationalist Tim Gionet, known by his online name Baked Alaska, was suspended from Twitter in 2017
forviolating the platform’s hateful conduct policy. Gionet participated in the white nationalist Unite the
Right rally, and he has pleaded quilty to charges related to his involvement in the January 6 insurrection.
After thanking Musk for reinstating his account on December 11, Gionet called for white supremacist Nick
Fuentes and rapper Ye -who has been suspended from Twitter for antisemitism -to be allowed back on
the platform.

&  Pinned Tweet
Baked Alaska
@bakedalaska
5 years ago | was banned on Twitter.

Today | am back. All glory to God.

Thank you Elon Musk for giving me another chance.

5:47 PM - Dec 11, 2022

373 Retweets 87 Quote Tweets 3,148 Likes

Robert Malone

Anti-vaccine figure Dr. Robert Malone —who claims to have created mRNA vaccines and has since casted
doubt on their efficacy and safety with the help of right-wing media — was banned from Twitter in
December 2021 for spreading COVID-19 misinformation. Malone’s December 12,2022, reinstatement
comes after Twitter announced it would no longer enforce its COVID-19 misinformation policy. Less than a
day after being reinstated, Malone used his platform to promote his anti-vaccine book, spread COVID-19
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misinformation, and encourage his 645,000 followers to subscribe to his Substack, which he primarily
uses to advance his anti-vaccine agenda.

13 Robert W Malone, MD Retweeted
. Dr. Dennis Walker @drdenwalker - Dec 5 o
You have physicians like Ryan Cole, Robert Malone, and Peter McCullough
giving you real-time information regarding how deadly the
j@ bb really is. You don’t see Pflzer or MOderna taking them to court for
misinformation/slander.That should really give you pause.

RT for awareness
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Peter McCullough

Dr. Peter McCullough, a COVID-19 misinformer whose medical certifications are reportedly in the process
of being stripped, was banned from Twitter on October 6, 2022, for violating the platform’s COVID-19
misinformation policies. Two months later on December 13, McCullough's account was reinstated on
Twitter, which is no longer moderating COVID-19 misinformation under Musk's leadership. Upon
reinstatement, McCullough promised over 678,000 followers that he would “let the world hear the medical

1"

truth ... on the pandemic and more!”He was also quick to undermine vaccines and attack Dr. Anthony

Fauci, and he promoted his accounts on other social media platforms where he continued to push medical
misinformation throughout his brief Twitter ban.

Peter A. McCullough, MD, MPH™ @P_McCulloughMD - Dec 13

Alright everyone, | am back on Twitter! Let's see my verification and
completely uncensored, no unfollow programs, no bots assigned to me, and
absolutely no shadow-banning. Let the world hear the medical truth (98%
want it) on the pandemic and more! @elonmusk

. Jen @ jenniferlong - 1d
Fa” # I_:. Should Twitter reinstate Dr Peter
- McCullough, the most cited cardiologist in

the world?

Yes 98%

2%
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Carpe Donktum

Pro-Trump meme account Carpe Donktum was banned from Twitter in June 2020 for copyright
infringement. It was seemingly reinstated on December 28, 2022, when the account thanked right-wing
figures Jack Posobiec, ALX, Benny Johnson, Tim Pool, and lan Miles Cheong for “repeatedly petitioning
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@elonmusk for my reinstatement.” The account has used its renewed platform to mock Sen. John
Fetterman’s (D-PA)recovery following a stroke and to attack climate activist Greta Thunberg.

Carpe Donktum ¢ @CarpeDonktum - Dec 28, 2022

A big thanks to @JackPosobiec @alx @bennyjohnson @Timcast @pnjaban
@stillgray and many others for repeatedly petitioning @elonmusk for my
reinstatement.

You guys are the best.
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DeAnna Lorraine Tesoriero

Former Infowars host, QAnon supporter, and failed congressional candidate DeAnna Lorraine Tesoriero
“was permanently suspended for repeated violations of the Twitter Rules”on November 3, 2020.
Tesoriero has yet to tweet since being reinstated, but posts containing misinformation about the 2020
election remain live on her account.

DeAnna Lorraine £ &
@DeAnna4Congress

Some or all of the content shared in this Tweet is disputed and might be
misleading about an election or other civic process. Learn more

This is getting scary folks.
FrOd being reported everywhere.

#StopTheSteal !!

Stay informed
Learn about US 2020 election security efforts Find out more

This Tweet can’t be replied to, shared or liked.

1:36 PM - Nov 3, 2020

David Icke

British conspiracy theorist David Icke was banned from Twitter in November 2020 for violating the
platform’s COVID-19 misinformation policies. His account was seemingly reinstated on January 3. Icke has
yet to tweet since being reinstated, but posts undermining COVID-19 mitigation efforts and attacking Dr.
Anthony Fauci remain on his account.
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David Icke € @davidicke - Nov 2, 2020

White House blasts Gates-owned Fauci over ‘politics’ behind dire
coronavirus warning — Fauci is America’s Gates-owned Whitty and Vallance
doing the same job as they do in the UK ow.ly/XxpB50C8KKw

WHEN FAUCI IS SPEAKING (LIKE WHITTY
AND VALLANCE) GATES IS SPEAKING

WHEN GATES'IS, SPEAKING
THE CULT; IS|SPEAKING
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DAVIDICKE.CO|

The Christian Post

After it was suspended from Twitter in March 2022 for using transphobic rhetoric against U.S. Assistant
Secretary for Health Rachel Levine, conservative evangelical outlet The Christian Post was reinstated on

December 31. The account thanked Musk for the reinstatement and has continued to push transphobic
content.

The Christian Post £ @ChristianPost - Dec 31, 2022

Thanks to the free speech doctrine held by @elonmusk, our account has
been reinstated, and we will continue speaking biblical truth, never in hate,
always in love, and always to inform our readers to the best of our abilities.

Thank you for your loyalty and patronage!
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Liz Crokin

QAnon conspiracy theorist Liz Crokin was banned from Twitter in 2018 after baselessly accusing author
J.K. Rowling of being involved with child sex abuse —a claimrelated to the QAnon and Pizzagate
conspiracy theories. Though she has yet to tweet since being reinstated, Crokin’s Twitter bio explicitly
promotes QAnon and Pizzagate, claiming “Pizzagate & Pedogate are REAL!"and encouraging users to
“Follow #QAnon.” Crokin's reinstatement comes after users petitioned Musk on her behalf.
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Michael Flynn

President Donald J.
Trump is Working to End
i uman Trafficking

LIZ ThesePeopleRSick
@LizCrokin

Award-winning author - 20-year vet as a top MSM journalist - Never been challenged
on a story - Pizzagate & Pedogate are REAL! Follow #QAnon

Joined December 2008

1,649 Following  58.7K Followers

Disgraced former Trump national security adviser Michael Flynn was banned from Twitter on January 8,
2021, for using his account to promote QAnon, aconspiracy theory he has appeared to support. Flynn's
account was seemingly reinstated nearly two years later on January 6 after users called on Musk to
overturn his suspension. Though he has yet to tweet since being reinstated, Flynn's account has been
restored with tweets that push misinformation about the 2020 election.

“The estimates here indicate that there were 70,000 to 79,000 ‘excess’
votes in Georgia & Pennsylvania. Adding Arizona, Michigan, Nevada, &
Wisconsin, the total increases to up to 289,000 excess votes.” WTH!

g General Flynn @GenFlynn - Dec 29, 2020

@RealPNavarro bringing truth to America 2=

@realDonaldTrump

&, Peter Navarro @RealPNavarro - Dec 29, 2020

Hot off press, new Lott study estimates 11,350 absentee votes lost to
@potus Trump in Georgia. Another 289,000 "excess (fraudulent)
votes" across GA, AZ, MI, NV, PA, WI. As promised this a.m. on
Bannon's War Room. Postpone GA Cesspool election!!
poseidonO1.ssrn.com/delivery.php?l...
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Ali Alexander

“Stop the Steal” organizer Ali Alexander was banned from Twitter on January 11, 2021, following his
involvementin the January 6insurrection. Alexander's account was seemingly reinstated on January 9.
Months before, Alexander celebrated Musk's acquisition of Twitter and suggested that Musk would

unsuspended his account. He has yet to tweet on his restored platform, but Alexander's Twitter bio brags

about organizing an attempt to overthrow the U.S. government, and his tweets directing the rioters

where to go during the attempted coup remain live.
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t:opTheSteal.US Text STS to 86184 HESTEAI.

Ali [ #StopTheSteal
@ali

| lead #StopTheSteal, the peaceful protests you see around the nation. Busy. Please
contact our team first. Started #JANG event: MarchToSaveAmerica.com

© United States (2 StopTheSteal.us Joined June 2007

1,775 Following  163.1K Followers

Ron Watkins

Former congressional candidate Ron Watkins, who some allege was one of the progenitors of the QAnon
conspiracy theory, was banned from Twitter on January 8, 2021, for violating the platform's “coordinated
harmful activity” policy. He was seemingly reinstated on January 10 of this year. Watkins heavily pushed
misinformation about the 2020 election, and while he has yet to post on his renewed Twitter platform,
posts containing this type of misinformation remain live on his account.

& Pinned Tweet
Ron @CodeMonkeyZ - Jan 7, 2021

Thank you @realDonaldTrump. We tried our best to uncover the truths in
our electoral system. We learned a lot.
As Americans, we will support our president on January 20 and beyond.

e Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - Jan 7, 2021

2:02
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Team Trump

Former President Donald Trump’s campaign account @TeamTrump was banned on January 9, 2021, for
sharing a statement on behalf of the former president after he was already suspended from Twitter. The
account was seemingly reinstated on January 10. While it has yet to tweet, the account seems to have
been reinstated with all of its tweets, including those that contain election misinformation.
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A&  Pinned Tweet
@ ) Team Trump (Text TRUMP to 88022) & @TeamTrump - Jan 6, 2021
| 4

Everyday, the evidence builds about Democrats intent on RIGGING the
presidential election.

President @realDonaldTrump won't give up this fight!

Text FRAUD to 88022

1:00 98.1Kviews

Stay informed
This claim about election fraud is disputed Find out more
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Stefan Molyneux

According to CNN’s Oliver Darcy, white nationalist Stefan Molyneux was banned from Twitter in July 2020
for“spam and platform manipulation, specifically operating fake accounts.” After users called for his
reinstatement, Musk seemingly reversed Molyneux’s suspension on January 10. Molyneux, who has
pushed white supremacy, eugenics, and “scientific racism,” has yet to tweet on his reinstated Twitter
platform.

Sherri Tenpenny

Member of the “Disinformation Dozen” Sherri Tenpenny, who has links to QAnon, was banned from Twitter
in July 2021 for violating the platform’s COVID-19 misinformation policy (which, under Musk's leadership, it
will no longer enforce). Tenpenny’s account was seemingly reinstated on January 10 of this year. She has
used her reinstated platform to falsely claim that the “Disinformation Dozen” were unfairly targeted, using
the hashtag "#WeAreMoreThan12"to seemingly push the idea that their misinformed beliefs have
widespread support. Additionally, Tenpenny has continued to undermine COVID-19 vaccines and posts
from before her ban that spread misinformation are still live.

; ) Dr Sherri Tenpenny @BusyDrT - 10h
& The ethical basis for medical treatment is informed consent. We are still
FAR from that place. #StoptheShotsNow #InformedConsent
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Stella Immanuel

On January 10, after being banned seemingly in March 2021, anti-vax Dr. Stella Immanuel thanked Musk for
reinstating her account. Immanuel was one of the first to baselessly claim that hydroxychloroquine —an
anti-malaria drug — cures COVID-19. Despite evidence suggesting that the drug is in fact “unlikely to be
effective in treating COVID-19," she has used her reinstated Twitter platform to continue to push this
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misinformation. Additionally, Immanuel, who has previously endorsed aspects of the QAnon conspiracy

theory, has used herrenewed platform to promote her appearance at the QAnon-affiliated Reawaken
America Tour.

Replying to @stella_immanuel and @elonmusk

It doesn’t work.

It never worked.

You spread misinformation and deserved your ban for placing people at
risk.

I A Alastair McAlpine, MD & @AlastairMcA30 - 23h

Awful.

i 244K QO 289 1 26 Q a5 2
Stella Immanuel MD @stella_immanuel - 15h
9 Replying to @AlastairMcA30 and @elonmusk
Dude have you read any of the over 500 publications that say it works, or
seen the over 120,000 patients my team has taken care of. You are

speaking things you know nothing about. You are probably completely
programmed and your chip is malfunctioning, to speak such stupidity.
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RedPill78

QAnon influencer Zak Paine, known by his online name RedPill78, was banned from Twitter in October
2020. Paine was reinstated on January 12 of this year after other users, including right-wing blogger and
conspiracy theorist Matt Couch, called for Musk to reverse his ban. Despite still being banned on most
other major social media platforms, Paine’s Twitter account was seemingly restored with all of his old
tweets, including one that encouraged people to follow him on alternative platforms “before Twitter
deletes me too."

Zak Paine aka Corruption Detector
@RedPill78

Is this thing on? Mic check...

7:11 AM - Jan 12, 2023 - 13.7K Views

50 Retweets 12 Quote Tweets 316 Likes

Patel Patriot

QAnon figure and conspiracy theorist Jon Herold, known online as Patel Patriot, was banned from Twitter
prior to Musk's takeover in October. Since then, it appears Herold has attempted to evade his ban, creating
at least two new accounts. His most recent account, which was seemingly created on November 21,2022,
appears to have been suspended in December 2022 and then reinstated on January 9. Since being
reinstated, Herold has used his Twitter platform to promote his conspiracy theory-laden shows, one of
which he hosts with fellow QAnon influencer Paine.
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Join Zak and | as we discuss all the things the MSM uses to label us as
baseless conspiracy theorists.
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Shadygrooove

Shannon Townsend, known online as “Shadygrooove”and co-host of the QAnon-promoting
MatrixxxGrooove Show, appears to have been banned from Twitter in 2020. Townsend’s first tweet after
being reinstated on January 10 included the QAnon slogan “"WWG1TWGA.” Townsend has used his restored
platformto retweet his old posts that push the QAnon conspiracy theory and petition Musk to reinstate
the account of his podcast co-host, Jeffrey Pedersen, who is also a QAnon adherent.

Shadygrooove @shadygrooove - Jan 10
HWWGIWGA
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SGT Report

The account for Sean Turnbull's QAnon show SGT Report has been banned from many social media and e-
commerce platforms, including Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Patreon. In addition to promoting the
QAnon conspiracy theory, the show has pushed antisemitic content on its website. On January 14,
conspiracy theorist and former Fox Nation host Lara Logan called on Musk to reinstate SGT Report's
Twitter account. The next day, SGT Report tweeted — for the first time since January 8, 2021 —and gave
“sincere thanks to @laralogan for tweeting directly to @elonmusk about restoring my account.”

snrfﬁlr‘ SGTreport
y @SGTreport

My sincere thanks to @laralogan for tweeting directly
to @elonmusk about restoring my account. If ya'll are
seeing this, it worked.

Thanks for leveling the playing field of political
discourse & debate Mr. Musk.

\'ﬁ Lara Logan & @laralogan - Jan 14

@elonmusk

Please re-instate @sgtreport permanently suspended by Twitter w/o
cause/warning over a yr ago after targeted by Media Matters for America, a
worthless, hate-filled propaganda org.

Sean, founder of SGT has a journalism degree & cares passionately about REAL
journalism

5:47 PM - Jan 15, 2023 - 193.7K Views

517 Retweets 26 Quote Tweets 3,310 Likes

Nick Fuentes

White nationalist and Holocaust denier Nick Fuentes was seemingly reinstated to Twitter on January 24.
Fuentes was originally banned from the platformin July 2021 for “repeated violations” of its rules. In
October 2022, after celebrating Musk's acquisition of Twitter, Fuentes created anew account and
attempted torejoin the platform but was banned again. His reinstatement comes after another white
nationalist petitioned Musk to reverse the suspension, and it has already been celebrated by far-right
figures. Afterjoining rapper Ye during his pro-Nazi and antisemitic tirade on Infowars, Fuentesis now
using his Twitter bio to express his support for the rapper, writing “YE24."
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Patrick Howley

White nationalist and antisemite Patrick Howley was seemingly reinstated to Twitter on January 24. Prior
to being banned in May 2022, Howley — a frequent guest on right-wing media and writer for far-right blog
the National File —used his account to push bigotry and antisemitism. On his renewed platform, Howley

has praised Fuentes'reinstatement while also attacking a former Twitter attorney, and he has pushed
COVID-19 misinformation.
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€Y Patrick Howley
@HowleyReporter

Good to see you here. Looks like Vijaya Gadde doesn't
work here anymore

Q Nicholas J. Fuentes & @NickJFuentes - 3h
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Erin Elizabeth

Anti-vaccine figure and member of the “Disinformation Dozen” Erin Elizabeth is known by her blog, Health
Nut News, and has had at least two Twitter accounts. Both accounts were seemingly banned from Twitter
in October 2022, when at least one of the accounts allegedly violated the platform's rules against hateful
conduct. After multiple users called for Musk to reverse her ban, at least one of Elizabeth’s accounts was
seemingly reinstated on January 24. Elizabeth has used her restored platform to amplify content that
undermines the COVID-19 vaccine — and old tweets with this type of content remain live on her account.
(As of January 24, Elizabeth’s other account is still suspended.)
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Wow. | hadn’t even seen this yet and have been
banned since last year almost 4 months. Thanks Elon
Musk for putting me back and hope you and your
family member are OK.9 . ,. .
Elon Musk claims he had 'major
side effects' from the Covid
booster shot that left him feeling
like he 'was dying' and claims his
cousin was hospitalized with
inflammation of the heart

By Christian Oliver For Mailonline :
Updated at 11:22 am on|23 January 2023

0 E = @cs

e Elon Musk took to Twitter on the
weekend to share his experience of
the vaccine

¢ The Twitter and Tesla CEO said the
second booster vaccine ‘crushed’
him

8:53 AM - Jan 24, 2023 - 4,223 Views

Ben Tapper

Anti-vaccine chiropractor and member of the “Disinformation Dozen” Ben Tapper was seemingly banned
from Twitter some time after July 12, 2021, when his last tweet pushed a conspiracy theory about COVID-
19 vaccines. Tapper was seemingly reinstated on January 17, after other anti-vaccine figures called on
Musk to reinstate him, and another member of the Disinformation Dozen celebrated his return to the
platform. Tapper's account was reinstated with old tweets that undermine the COVID-19 vaccine, and he is
already back to tweeting similar content.
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g Dr. Ben Tapper @DrBenTapper1 - Jan 17
ey Let me translate for you.

Higher risk means high rates of insurance for the unvaccinated. When the
ACIP said they can’t force vaccinate, but can force compliance this is the
kind of tyrannical nonsense they are insinuating.

IRTUNE

‘eople who skipped their
OVID vaccine are at higher
isk of traffic accidents,
iccording to a new study
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Bill Mitchell

Pro-Trump pundit and QAnon adherent Bill Mitchell was banned from Twitter in August 2020 for “using one
account to evade the suspension of another account.” Mitchell's account was seemingly reinstated on
January 17. Since being reinstated, Mitchell has continued to hype his brand of conservative punditry, and
he has retweeted right-wing accounts that have cited Twitter'snew CEQ in an attempt to undermine the
COVID-19 vaccine and falsely suggest it is dangerous.

Bill Mitchell @mitchellvii - Jan 22
Can you imagine how different the world be now if Trump had been

president since 20207

No inflation, no recession, no war in Ukraine, no explosion of illegals, much
much less crime, so many black lives saved.
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Rizza Islam

Social media influencer and member of the anti-vax “Disinformation Dozen” Rizza Islam — who also
promotes antisemitism and anti-LGBTQ bigotry —was seemingly banned from Twitter some time after May
2021, which is when he last tweeted. Though he has yet to tweet, Islam's account was seemingly
reinstated on January 25, after multiple users called for Musk to reverse his ban. While his primary
account was banned on Twitter, Islam seemingly created another account in October 2022 that he has
used to undermine COVID-19 vaccines and call for his reinstatement.

https:/mww.mediamatters.org/twitter/elon-musk-unilaterally-reinstating -banned- twitter-accounts-despite-assuring-civil-rights 22/27


https://www.thedailybeast.com/qanon-loving-trump-sycophant-bill-mitchell-gets-permanently-booted-from-twitter
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/512159-trump-ally-bill-mitchell-permanently-suspended-from-twitter/
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999548
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999554
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999549
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999550
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999551
https://counterhate.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/210324-The-Disinformation-Dozen.pdf
https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/rizza-islam
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999602
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999591
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999592
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999593
https://web.archive.org/web/20230125154735/https://twitter.com/RizzaIslam/status/1577818172090032128
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999597
https://www.mediamatters.org/media/3999596

3/27/23, 1:53 PM Elon Muskis unilaterally reinstating banned Twitter accounts, despite assuring civil rights groups and advertisers that he wouldn’t | Media ...

<« Rizza Islam

6,367 Tweets
P -

Rizza Islam
@IslamRizza

Is an international activist, researcher, humanitarian and author who decided at the
age of 11 that he wanted to save his people. F.O.I - NOI - FARRAKHAN

®© Compton, CA (2 rizzaislam.com Joined July 2015

1,670 Following  51.6K Followers

Clandestine

After pushing a baseless conspiracy theory about Ukrainian biolabs, QAnon-supporting Twitter account
“Clandestine” —identified by the ADL as Jacob Creech —was banned from the platformin February 2022.
The account was seemingly reinstated on January 27, with its first tweet back asking Elon Musk, “Are the
Biolabs in Ukraine still a conspiracy theory?” Following its reinstatement, the account claimed that Twitter
“undeleted the infamous thread that started it all”and began to push a new conspiracy theory about
Ukrainian biolabs — which is already being amplified by right-wing Twitter users.

Clandestine @WarClandestine - Jan 27
Hey @elonmusk

Are the Biolabs in Ukraine still a conspiracy theory?

GIF ALTaff. wélL well, How the
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Sidney Powell

Former Trump attorney Sidney Powell —a QAnon-affiliated conspiracy theorist who was heavily involved in
the effort to overturn the 2020 election —was banned from Twitter on January 8, 2021, during the
platform’s effort to purge QAnon-promoting accounts. Powell was seemingly reinstated on January 31 of
this year. While she has yet to tweet on her renewed platform, Powell's account has been restored with
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her more than 900,000 followers, as well as her previous posts that push misinformation about the 2020
election.

Sidney Powell = #Kraken @SidneyPowell1 - Jan 6, 2021
Follow me on @parler app @SidneyPowell1
The vote @senatemajldr is certifying is based on the most egregious fraud
in the history of this almost former Republic.
#AntifaCapitalAssault happened today
Most of those in the Capitol now represent only themselves
#Patriots protect law

Blection Day nears Comrades!!! Prepare to
defer ghts!!

ANTIFA COMRADES!

ONNOV. & DONT FORGET TO DISGUISE
FOURSELVES A5 Pal S/ TRUMP SUPPORTERS.
WEAR MAGA b “ FLAGS, 3%ER INSIGNIAS,
ACONVINCING £ OLICE UNIFORM IS EVEN BETTER!
e ————
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Lin Wood

Trump and QAnon-supporting attorney Lin Wood was banned from Twitter for “ban evasion” one day after
being temporarily suspended for violating the platform’s policy against inciting violence on January 6,
2021. Wood's account was seemingly reinstated on February 9 with nearly 850,000 followers and a QAnon
sloganin his bio. Though he has yet to tweet again, Wood's previous posts that push conspiracy theories
about the January 6 insurrection and claim former Vice President Mike Pence “conspired”to “overthrow
our government”remain live on his account.
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Lin Wood @LLinWood - Jan 6, 2021
@~ Discernment.

Jack Burkman

Conservative operative and conspiracy theorist Jack Burkman —who was convicted of running avoter
suppression campaign during the 2020 election —was banned from Twitter in March 2020 for spreading
coronavirus misinformation. Burkman’s account was seemingly reinstated on February 14 of this year. He
used his first tweet back on his renewed platform to call for his co-conspirator Jacob Wohl to be
reinstated on Twitter and to promote his new online show Predator DC, which feeds into the baseless
QAnon conspiracy theory. Burkman's account was reinstated, along with his previous tweets, including
multiple from 2020 that undermined COVID-19 mitigation efforts. Since being reinstated, Burkman has
pushed anti-LGBTQ bigotry and criticized Nikki Haley for running for president because she is awoman.

Jack Burkman @Jack Burkman - Feb 15
By all accounts @NikkiHaley was a top notch governor in South Carolina
—but the concept of a woman POTUS is completely insane
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Jim Watkins

QAnon grifter Jim Watkins —who founded 8kun, the far-right message board that is the home of the
QAnon conspiracy theory’'s central figure “0" — was seemingly banned from Twitter sometime after he last
tweeted in February 2018. After his son and fellow QAnon conspiracy theorist Ron Watkins petitioned
Musk, at least one of Jim Watkins’accounts was seemingly reinstated on February 16 (though he
reportedly had at least one other banned Twitter account and it remains banned). The reinstated account
has over 15,000 followers, and its older tweets promoting 8kun remain live.
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InTheMatrixxx

QAnon influencer Jeffrey Pedersen, known online as “inTheMatrixxx”, appears to have been banned from
Twitter sometime after January 8, 2021. After his podcast co-host Shadygrooove and multiple other users
petitioned Musk, Pedersen’s account was seemingly reinstated on March 22. Before his suspension,
Pedersen pushed misinformation about the 2020 election —and many tweets he sent or retweeted with
such misinformation are live on his reinstated platform. Additionally, since being back on Twitter,
Pedersen has promoted his QAnon show.

Jeffrey Pedersen
@intheMatrixxx
This was my last tweet. Let’s go Patriots!

o Jeffrey Pedersen @intheMatrixxx - Jan 8, 2021

10:39 AM - Mar 22, 2023 - 6,514 Views

51Retweets 4 Quotes 175 Likes

The Kate Awakening

Kate Buckley —member of the QAnon influencer collective We The Media who is known online as “Kate
Awakening”— was seemingly banned from Twitter on January 8, 2021, during the platform's attempt to
remove accounts that “were primarily dedicated to sharing QAnon content.” Buckley’s account appears to
have been reinstated on March 22, along with the account for Badlands Media —a QAnon channel that
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3/27/23, 1:53 PM Elon Muskis unilaterally reinstating banned Twitter accounts, despite assuring civil rights groups and advertisers that he wouldn’t | Media ...
she co-founded. In the two days since herreturn to Twitter, Buckley has pushed anti-LGBTQ bigotry and
amplified COVID-19 misinformation. Additionally, previous tweets containing election misinformation are
live on herreinstated account.

s The Kate Awakening @kate awakening - Mar 22
First we get our voices back.

Then we get our country back.

(somewhere in between we go through all our old memes and laugh and
laugh)

Let's go!!!
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