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Marc Rotenberg 
 

 
 
Marc Rotenberg is President and Executive Director of the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center (EPIC), an independent,  non-profit research center based in 
Washington, DC that focuses public attention on emerging privacy and related human 
rights issues. He teaches information privacy and open government law at Georgetown 
University Law Center. He has testified before the US Congress on more than 60 
occasions regarding privacy and emerging civil liberties issues. He testified before the 9-
11 Commission on “Security and Liberty.” He has also spoken before the European 
Parliament several times and given invited lectures in more than 30 countries and at a 
dozen judicial conferences. 

 
Mr. Rotenberg has written more than 50 amicus briefs on privacy and civil 

liberties for federal and state courts. He has submitted comments in about 100 federal 
agency rulemakings and similar agency proceedings. He is coauthor (with Anita L. Allen) 
of Privacy Law and Society (West 2016), and (with Julia Horwitz and Jeramie Scott) 
Privacy in the Modern Age: The Search for Solutions (The New Press 2015).  Other 
publications include Agre & Rotenberg, eds., Technology and Privacy: The New 
Landscape (MIT Press 1998), The Privacy Law Sourcebook: United States Law, 
International Law and Recent Developments (EPIC 2005), Privacy and Human Rights: 
An International Survey of Privacy Laws and Developments (EPIC 2006), Litigation 
Under the Federal Open Government Laws (EPIC 2010), and is on the editorial boards of 
"BNA Electronic Commerce and Law Report" and "Computer Law and Security 
Reporter." 

 
Significant recent EPIC cases include Riley v. California (U.S. 2014)(amicus 

brief, concerning cell phone privacy), EPIC v. DHS (D.C. Cir. 2011), which led to the 
removal of the x-ray body scanners in US airports, EPIC v. NSA (D.C. Cir. 2014), which 
led to the release of the NSA's formerly secret cybersecurity authority, and EPIC v. FBI 
(D.D.C. 2014), which produced documents about the FBI’s Next Generation 
Identification system. EPIC also challenged the NSA's domestic surveillance program in 
a petition to the US Supreme Court, In re EPIC (U.S. 2013), after the release of the 
"Verizon Order" in June 2013.  The EPIC petition was supported by dozens of legal 
scholars and former members of the Church Committee. 

 
Marc has contributed to numerous popular and academic publications, including 

ABA Human Rights, American Lawyer, Communications of the ACM, Computers and 
Society, CNN Online, Costco Connect, the Economist, Government Information 
Quarterly, the Harvard International Review, the Harvard Journal of Law and Public 
Policy, the Huffington Post, Index on Censorship, the Indiana Law Review, Issues in 
Science and Technology, the Minnesota Law Review, OECD Observer, Salon, 
SCOTUSblog, the Stanford Technology Law Review, the New York Times, Wired, and 
USA Today. 
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Mr. Rotenberg has served on advisory panels for the American Bar Association 
Section on Criminal Justice, the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS), the Institute of Medicine (IOM), the International Telecommunications Union 
(ITU), the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), the 
National Academy of Science (NAS), the Organization of American States (OAS), 
UNESCO, and the OECD. He chaired the ABA Committee on Privacy and Information 
Protection. He is a former chair of the Public Interest Registry, which manages .ORG 
domain. He currently serves on expert panels for the National Academies of Science 
(privacy protection for large data sets) and the OECD (risk management). 
 

At Stanford Law School, Mr. Rotenberg was Articles Editor of the Stanford Law 
Review, President of the Stanford Public Interest Law Foundation (SPILF), and research 
assistant for Judge A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. After law school, he served as Counsel to 
Senator Patrick J. Leahy on the Senate Judiciary Committee, specializing in law and 
technology. Mr. Rotenberg is a member of the District of Columbia and Massachusetts 
bar, and the Supreme Court, the D.C. Circuit, First Circuit, Second Circuit, Third Circuit, 
Fourth Circuit, Fifth Circuit, Sixth Circuit, Seventh Circuit, and Ninth Circuit Courts of 
Appeal. 
 

Mr. Rotenberg is a Life Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, a Life Fellow of 
the Counsel of Foreign Relations, and has received several awards and honors, including 
the World Technology Award in Law, the American Lawyer Award for Top Public 
Sector Lawyers Under 45, the ABA Cyberlaw Excellence Award, the Berkeley Center for 
Law and Technology Distinguished Service Award, the Norbert Weiner Award for Social 
and Professional Responsibility, and the Vicennial medal from Georgetown University 
for 20 years of distinguished service. In 2014, he was named one of the leading lawyers 
in America by LawDragon. 
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