


Biography Stephen Roe Lewis 

 

Governor Stephen Roe Lewis was raised in Sacaton, "Gu-u-Ki", on the Gila River Indian 

Community. His parents are Rodney and Willardene Lewis. His paternal grandparents are the 

late Rev. Roe Blaine and Sally Lewis. His maternal grandparents are the late Willard and 

Catherine Pratt. Mr. Lewis has a fifteen-year-old son, Daniel Roe Lewis. 

Governor Lewis is proud to have attended school from kindergarten to 8th grade on the Gila 

River Indian Community. 

Governor Lewis graduated from Arizona State University with a Bachelors of Science and 

pursued graduate studies at John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 

Governor Lewis has long been an advocate for Native American issues nationally. In the area of 

Indian Education, Mr. Lewis was selected to serve as a Board member for the National Indian 

Education Association (NIEA), and Delegate to the White House Conference on Indian 

Education. 

Governor Lewis has served the Community as a Gaming Commissioner for the Gila River 

Gaming Commission, as a member of the Board of Directors for the Gila River 

Telecommunications, Inc., and as a member of the Board of Directors for the Gila River 

Healthcare Corporation. 

Governor Lewis was the first Native film curator for the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, 

Utah and was an Associate Producer for the groundbreaking and critically acclaimed TBS six-

part feature documentary, "The Native Americans." 

Governor Lewis has worked on numerous political campaigns and organizing projects 

throughout Indian Country including Native voter organizing and Native voter protection in 2002 

and selected as an Arizona delegate and Co-Chairing the Native American Caucus for the 2012 

Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

 

Currently Governor Lewis serves on the Board of Directors for the Native American Rights Fund 

(NARF), the Executive Board for the National Indian Gaming Association (NIGA) and the 

Board of Trustee for the Heard Museum of Phoenix. 
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