


  

Response of Paul Boyle to Question Posed by Rep. Anna Eshoo 

 

Question: You both pointed to “growing competition” from online news sources. But most 

evidence suggests that the majority of local news online comes from newspapers and 

broadcasters.  If most online local news content comes from traditional sources, how is this 

enhancing competition and diversity for local information? 

Answer:  Thank you for your continued focus on ensuring that communities receive robust and 

diverse local news coverage.  The Pew research, done in Baltimore a few years ago, does 

reinforce the importance of the original newsgathering undertaken by newspapers and local 

television stations.  In our view, the Pew study demonstrates that the media that undertake the 

most essential role in newsgathering -- which also are enduring unprecedented economic 

challenges -- should be freed of 1970s-era regulatory burdens so that they can execute this 

important role more flexibly and with the full range of options available to them.  Selectively 

burdening the most important newsgatherers with federal regulation strikes us as the opposite 

conclusion that should be drawn from the Pew study.     

At the same time, we believe that the premise of the Pew study is steadily being undermined by 

an expanding universe of new, original online news sources.  Although we do believe that our 

members continue to have the laboring oar in providing citizens with the essential shoe-leather 

journalism essential to maintaining an informed democracy, our role is continuing to be 

supplemented by coverage by new, online journalism organizations. 

In the past few years, the landscape for local news has changed dramatically. Even compared to 

five years ago, the amount of local news that originates from websites, mobile apps, and other 

newer technology has grown dramatically.  The Investigative News Network, an association of 

independent, nonprofit online news sites, has grown to 100 organizations since its founding in 

2009.  Similarly, the Local Independent Online News Publishers, an organization of hyperlocal 

news sites, has more than 100 members, including Berkeleyside, in Berkeley, California, which 

provides police reports, community coverage, and other content that even 10 years ago could 

only be found in small community newspapers. 

Indeed, you need look no further than your district and the greater Bay Area for examples of 

robust local journalism that originates online: 

 SFBay.ca: This locally owned online-only news site relies on a staff of approximately 25 

journalists to provide robust coverage of the Bay Area.  The site’s reporters cover 

breaking local news, local politics, education, and other issues that matter to the Bay 

Area.  Its sports reporters and photographers are credentialed to cover the professional 

and collegiate sports teams in the area.   The site received ten awards from the San 

Francisco Peninsula Press Club in 2013, including the award for overall excellence.  



 

 California Watch: Created by San Francisco-based Center for Investigative Reporting, 

this website provides some of the leading investigative reporting about California and the 

Bay Area.  Last year, the site’s coverage of abuse at state centers for the developmentally 

disabled was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and recipient of the George Polk award.  The 

site also provides in-depth coverage of California campaign finance, the environment, 

and public safety.  All of this robust reporting is produced by the web site’s staff; it does 

not originate from newspapers or broadcasters.  

 

 SanJose.com:  This online-only publication provides popular local coverage for San 

Jose.  The site focuses on entertainment, lifestyle, and events, but also devotes resources 

to coverage of local news issues such as  the area’s real estate market. 

 

 SFist: This local news and culture website has a dedicated editorial staff that covers local 

politics, crime, offbeat news, technology, arts, restaurants, and other topics of interest to 

the community.  Like its sister sites in Los Angeles, the District of Columbia, New York, 

and elsewhere, it is very popular, with more than 80,000 followers on Twitter.  

 

 BeyondChron:  This site, published by the Tenderloin Housing Clinic, has provided 

progressive news to the San Francisco area since 2004.  The site focuses on local politics, 

and the impact of national issues on the San Francisco area.  

 

 The San Francisco Appeal:  This online-only news site has a local editorial staff that 

focuses primarily on city news and cultural developments.  

Newspapers and broadcasters always will play an important role in local news and community 

affairs.  But it simply is no longer true that they are the dominant sources of local news.    

Accordingly, it makes little sense to discriminate against newspapers -- and only newspapers -- 

by cutting off potential investments in support of journalism, including investments from an 

owner of a local broadcast station who wants to continue and build upon the journalistic tradition 

established by the newspaper in his or her local market.  Ultimately, the community will be 

better served if resources can be brought forward that would help sustain newspaper journalism 

for decades to come.   

 

 


	Transmittal Letter Paul Boyle Response to Rep  Eshoo Question.pdf
	Answer to Question from Rep  Eshoo.pdf

