
	  
	  
	  
	  
May	  6,	  2014	  
	  
Charlotte	  Savercool	  
Legislative	  Clerk	  
Committee	  on	  Energy	  and	  Commerce	  
2125	  Rayburn	  House	  Office	  Building	  
Washington	  D.C.	  20515	  
	  
	  
Re:	  Subcommittee	  on	  Communications	  and	  Technology,	  Hearing	  on	  “Challenges	  and	  
Opportunities	  in	  the	  5	  GHz	  Spectrum	  Band”	  	  
	  
Dear	  Mr.	  Savercool:	  
	  
This	  letter	  responds	  to	  the	  request	  for	  additional	  information	  from	  Cisco’s	  Bob	  
Friday,	  Vice	  President	  and	  Chief	  Technology	  Officer,	  who	  appeared	  before	  the	  
Committee	  on	  November	  13,	  2013.	  
	  
The	  question	  for	  the	  record,	  posed	  by	  Mr.	  Waxman,	  is:	  
	  
1.	  Do	  you	  believe	  the	  technical	  and	  engineering	  discussions	  between	  the	  Wi-‐Fi	  and	  
Intelligent	  Transportation	  (ITS)	  communities	  are	  going	  well?	  What	  can	  the	  
Administration	  do	  to	  support	  these	  efforts?	  
	  
Answer:	  	  The	  Wi-‐Fi	  and	  ITS	  communities	  have	  agreed	  to	  utilize	  an	  informal	  IEEE	  
process	  to	  meet	  and	  exchange	  technical	  and	  engineering	  views	  on	  the	  ability	  of	  IEEE	  
802.11ac	  (Wi-‐Fi)	  radios	  to	  use	  spectrum	  designated	  for	  IEEE	  802.11p	  (Dedicated	  
Short	  Range	  Communications)	  radios	  in	  a	  way	  that	  would	  ensure	  the	  safety	  of	  life	  
mission	  of	  the	  802.11p	  systems	  is	  not	  compromised.	  	  	  Two	  distinct	  ideas	  have	  been	  
floated	  which	  could	  be	  tested	  individually	  and/or	  in	  combination.	  	  Conversations	  
and	  information	  exchange	  has	  taken	  place	  both	  in	  the	  context	  of	  the	  IEEE	  
teleconferences,	  which	  generally	  have	  attracted	  between	  30-‐40	  engineers,	  as	  well	  as	  
outside	  of	  the	  calls.	  	  In	  Cisco’s	  view,	  this	  is	  a	  normal	  industry	  approach	  to	  
determining	  if	  other	  ideas	  might	  exist,	  or	  to	  refine	  the	  ideas	  that	  have	  been	  brought	  
forward.	  	  At	  a	  point	  in	  time	  when	  the	  Federal	  Communications	  Commission	  (FCC)	  is	  
satisfied	  that	  these	  talks	  have	  reasonably	  identified	  ideas	  that	  are	  worthy	  of	  further	  
study,	  the	  FCC	  will	  need	  to	  call	  for	  data	  and	  evidence	  demonstrating	  the	  efficacy	  of	  
the	  approaches	  identified,	  and	  lead	  a	  technical	  discussion	  among	  stakeholders	  
focused	  on	  whether	  the	  approaches	  should	  be	  tested,	  or	  further	  evolved	  prior	  to	  



testing.	  	  At	  the	  point	  at	  which	  a	  decision	  is	  made	  to	  test,	  there	  are	  a	  range	  of	  
decisions	  that	  will	  also	  need	  to	  be	  made	  on	  how	  to	  begin	  to	  test	  sharing	  technology	  –	  
decisions	  that	  will	  necessarily	  involve	  the	  Departments	  of	  Commerce	  (NTIA)	  and	  
Transportation,	  the	  National	  Highway	  Transportation	  Safety	  Administration,	  and	  
other	  stakeholders.	  	  	  As	  the	  entity	  with	  the	  greatest	  experience	  testing	  sharing	  
technologies,	  the	  FCC	  should	  lead	  the	  discussion	  of	  a	  test	  plan	  in	  consultation	  with	  
the	  relevant	  federal	  agencies.	  We	  appreciate	  the	  Committee’s	  continued	  oversight	  of	  
the	  process	  and	  will	  keep	  you	  apprised	  of	  our	  progress.	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   Respectfully	  submitted,	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   /s/Mary L. Brown 
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Mary	  L.	  Brown	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   Director,	  Government	  Affairs	  
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