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John C. Padalino

Education
B.A. in Government, University of Texas at Austin 1995
J.D. with Honors, Rutgers School of Law — Camden 2003

Rutgers Law Journal, Lead State Constitutional Law Editor

Intern, United States District Court Judge, Honorable Joseph E. Irenas; District of New Jersey
— Camden Vicinage

Fellow, Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Fellowship Program

Experience
Acting Administrator Sept.
Rural Utilities Service 2012 to
Rural Development Present

United States Department of Agriculture

Responsible for managing and administering the programs and support functions of the Rural
Utilities Service to provide financial and technical support for rural infrastructure to include
electrification, clean drinking water, telecommunications, and water disposal systems.

Acting Administrator May
Rural Business-Cooperative Service 2012 to
Rural Development Sept.
United States Department of Agriculture 2012

Responsible for managing and administering the programs and support functions of the Rural
Business-Cooperative Service to provide assistance to disadvantaged communities through
grants and loans and technical assistance to businesses and communities for rural citizens and
cooperatives. These grants, loans, and technical assistance improve community welfare by
enhancing organizational and management skills, developing effective economic strategies, and
expanding markets for a wide range of rural products and services.

Acting Principal Deputy General Counsel March
Office of the General Counsel 2012 to
United States Department of Agriculture May

' 2012

Served on detail to the Office of the General. Reported to the General Counsel and carried out
special projects, oversight responsibilities, and other assignments associated with the legal
representation of the department. Secondary responsibility for advising the Office of the
Secretary along with the Office of the General Counsel spokesperson and liaison with external
stakeholders including the White House, Congress, Senior Officials of other executive
departments, industry groups, non-profits and bar associations.




Chief of Staff 2011 to
Rural Development March
United States Department of Agriculture 2012

Served in the Office of the Under Secretary for Rural Development. Reported to the Under
Secretary and carried out a wide variety of difficult and important assignments associated with
pending legislation and legislative proposals as well as policy matters under the Under
Secretary’s jurisdiction. Advised the Under Secretary on policy development, operational
planning, and day-to-day management of RD headquarters operations. Supervised day to day
activities of State Directors and made assignments to State Directors to ensure directives from
the mission area, Department level executive offices, Congress, and the White House were
carried out.

Special Assistant 2009 to
Rural Development 2011
United States Department of Agriculture

Served as an expert adviser and consultant, supporting the initiatives of and reporting to the
Administrator of the Rural Utilities Service (RUS). Consulted with top level management on
issues of program policy; management and labor relations; ethics and legal matters arising out
of the work of the RUS.  Provided authoritative advice on policy and legal issues confronting
the Water and Environmental Program as well as other program areas of the RUS. Maintained
liaison with the Office of General Counsel to perform analysis on the interpretation and
application of laws and regulations, court rulings, precedents and legislative changes that
impacted activities of the RUS. Participated in cross functional teams and provided technical
direction for projects assigned by the Undersecretary for Rural Development. Provided research
and support to the Undersecretary and Administrator for public appearances; round tables;
educational exchanges and cross governmental meetings. Served as point of contact for
Congressional Committee and Member Staff for issues regarding the Water and Environmental
Program and maintained liaison with the public by attending public speaking events to discuss
programs of the RUS.

Associate 2003 to
Kemp Smith LLP 2009

Environmental, Administrative, and Public Law

Provided specialized legal expertise and advice on all aspects related to the operation and
management of a water utility. Provided legal advice on public records, management, and
employee relations. Advised on acquisition, management and disposal of real and personal
property, acquisition of easements, and on condemnation actions and claims involving real
estate issues. Reviewed and drafted agreements for development, water supply contracts, joint
purchasing contracts, and miscellaneous agreements. Drafted board resolutions and reviewed
bond documents. Significant knowledge of the Clean Water Act, the Safe Drinking Water
Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, and Texas law relating to water utilities. In
addition to representation of water utilities, other representative legal work included the
following: represented a large municipal utility before the state primacy agency to defend
against a notice of violation, as well as provided advice on various program matters; served
with the general counsel of a groundwater management authority in enforcement actions
relating to permit violations for groundwater withdrawals.




Commerecial Litigation

Conducted legal work for commercial clients including national and state banks, government
contractors, cross-border manufacturing firms, pipeline owners, electric utility, multinational
construction companies, and local and state agencies involved in litigation including but not
limited to administrative actions, commercial debt collection, contract disputes, antitrust
actions, commercial landlord/tenant disputes, condemnation proceedings, and bid protests.
Activities included development of legal memoranda in support of these actions, drafting court
pleadings, drafting and argument of motions, opening and closing statements, and negotiation
and drafting of settlement documents. Researched, analyzed, and interpreted federal and state
contract, antitrust, banking, securities, consumer, landlord/tenant, procurement and/or
administrative law issues pertaining to case load. Developed new legal theories, legal
precedents, and litigation strategies where appropriate. Prepared correspondence, legal
memoranda and letters to clients, opposing counsel, courts and other parties. Maintained
advanced, in-depth knowledge of current and relevant federal and state laws pertaining to case
load by reading appropriate cases, journals, books and other literature and attending related
seminars, conference and the like.

Appellate

Served as lead briefing attorney on briefs submitted to the United States Supreme Court, The
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, the Texas Supreme Court and various
courts of appeals in Texas. Represented clients ranging from local school districts, a state
agency, to national and state banks, individuals, and small businesses. Developed new legal
theories, legal precedents, and litigation strategies where appropriate.

Field Organizer
Obama for America

Reported directly to the State Field Director in Texas. Maintained liaison with the State Field
Director and Regional Field Director in New Mexico. Developed volunteer recruitment and
implementation strategy for the El Paso, Texas/Southern New Mexico area. Executed
recruitment and implementation plan, reported daily goals to state office, and supervised and
managed a volunteer staff of over 900 volunteers during the Fall 2008 election season.

Senior Water and Wastewater Utility Operator
H20 Consulting, Inc.

Served as an expert and consultant to multiple water utility districts responsible for the daily
operation, maintenance and management of wastewater treatment facilities, drinking water
treatment facilities, wastewater collection systems, and water distribution systems. Reported
directly to the elected boards of the water utility districts. Responsible for compliance with
federal and state laws regulating the operation, maintenance, and management of water and
wastewater treatment facilities, billing and collecting practices of water utilities, wastewater
collection, and water distribution.

Water and Wastewater Utility Operator
Severn Trent Environmental Services, Inc.

Served as a consultant to multiple water utility districts responsible for the daily operation,
maintenance and management of wastewater treatment facilities, drinking water treatment
facilities, wastewater collection systems, and water distribution systems.
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Licenses (Bar Admissions)

Texas, 2003 -
Supreme Court of the United States of America
United States District Court for the Western District of Texas

Community Involvement

Past Chair, State Bar of Texas, Law Related Education Committee
Past President, Unitarian Universalist Community of El Paso
Past Treasurer, AVANCE — El Paso
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