{OFFICE OF THE GOVERNDR
136 State Capitol Building
Denver, Colorado 86203

(303) BaG - 2471

1303) 866 - 2003 fax

Bill Hitier, Ir.
Covernor

March 22, 2000

The Honerable Larry Strickling

Assistant Secretary of Conunerce

National Telecommunications and Informution Admmisteation
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave. NW

Washington, D.C, 20230

Dear Assistant Scorctary Surickling:

[ would like 1o express my support {or the Colorade Commumty Aunchors Broadband
Consortium {CCARC) application for the BTOP grant. CCABC is uniquely suited o optinnze
arant funding and cfficiently deliver broadband capacity to our state’s undersarved rural
communities,

Colorado is currently ranked 42" in the nation for overall broadband connectivity. Qur
cxpansive geography huas left many of our rural communitics disconnected and subject 1o
weehmselogical platforms which are out-of-date and incapable of meeting current broadband necds,
Should CCABC secure this grant, it would have an immediate impaet on the educational
standard and economic vitality of Colorado’s vural and agrarian communities, positioning them
o b more econonically diverse and economically stable,

The public-private partnership and collaboration of the organizations which form the CCABC
provide a unique spectrim of technical expertise, development capabilitics and preexisting
infrastructuore which can be built upon. By leveraging theses assets the CCABC will be able 1o
quickly and cost-effectively implement broad bund expansion across the state.

[ strongly endorse the CCABC applicanion for the BTOP grant and encourage you to support
them in delivering broad band to Colorado's underserved rural communities.

Sincerely,

Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor



Concerning Colorado’'s application to the Breadband Technology Opportunities
Program

Whereas, Colorado's communities in rural and remote areas continue to lack sufficient
access to and infrastructure for broadband internet services: and

Whereas, Colorado is ranked 42" out of 50 states in broadband connectivity; and

Whereas, the Broadband Technology Opportuiilies Program, administered by the US
Depariment of Commerce, National Telecommunications and Information
Administration, is a grant program dedicated to implement and increase broadband
access in areas that currently lack such services; and

Whereas, the state recognizes the value of supporting public, private and government
collaboration; and

Whereas, the state along with local governments; leaders in the Health Care industyy,
K-12 community, Community Centers, Libraries, Community Colleges and Higher
Education; and leading private companies in Colorado have developed an innovative
application for the 8TCP grant, Colorado Community Anchors Broadband Consortium
{CCABC) Grant Application, to build, upgrade, extend and deliver high-speed
broadband internet connectivity; and

Whereas, these entities have come together in a public/private collaboration of the
Centennial Beard of Cooperative Educational Services, a non-profit Colorado
educaticnal services corporation, under its Educational Access Gateway Learning
Environment Network (EAGLE-NET); and

Whgreaa, the CCABC Grant Application will invest up te $150,000,000 in the broadband
infrastructure and access of the state of Colorado; and

Whereas, the CCABC Grant Application will also connect 178 K-12 Schoo! Districts
serving over 2,000 schools and 860,000 students, 16 Community Colleges, 26
Libraries, 12 BOCES, 2 Institutions of Higher Education, Public Safety, Healthcare,
Cities, and Counties, providing Internet, (nternet il and Wholesale Capacity to 177
communities,; and

Whereas, the CCABC Grant Application will enhance delivery of broadband internet
services, such as high definition videofaudio distance learning, adult education and
training opportunities, health care oriented professional development, medical services
from urban health care programs, and broadband services to homes and businesses by
private sector partner broadband service providers; and



Whereas, the CCABC Grant Application has the support of the Colorado K-12 education
community, including the Colorade Departiment of Education, the Colorado Association
of School Executives, the Colorado Association of Schooi Beards, the Colorado
Education Association, and the Colorado BOCES Association

Be R Resclved by the ___ of the Sixty-seventh General Assembly of the State of
Colorado, the concuring herein:

We, the members of the General Assembly of the State of Colorade, are in complete
support of the Celorado Community Anchars Broadband Consortiun Grant Application
under consideration by U.S. Departrment of Commerce, National Telecommunication
information Administration through the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.

Be it further resolved that we, the members of the General Assembly of the State of
Colorado, lend our support to this proposal snd respectfully request a favorable
cansideration of the funding of this application to assist in the implementation of our
statewide broadband network.



&A% COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

f . F
D 201 Bust Colfax Avense » Deaver, Colorado 80203.1799 N
Y IA6,6600 ¢ wwwedestawe.cous wight D, Junes
MWL B Commissionsr of Edncution

Roliert B, Haounond
eputy Comtmiszinner

Warch 22, 2010

The Honowable Laviy Strickling
Assistant Secretary of Commercn
0.5, Department of Cotnmarce
1401 Constitation Ave, HiY
Washinpton, 3.0 20230

Rer Comprebensive Community Infrastructire Grant Application - March 26, 2010
Colorada Comsaunity Anchors Heoadband Consortivin

Deas W Strickiing:

Wilhs regard to ecucation roforim, Colevado has become a state to watch 25 we implement
several key initistives ~ among them real-line assexsments, the Colorads Growth Modol {4
lengitactingl, student-data system), the implementation of an educator Identifier systam and
online vesources for teachers and parents via SchoolView.ury Providing universal accoss th
Lroadband scrvices iy critical t maintaining this forwarvd momentuim.

Celorado Community Anchors Broadband Consortimn's proposal featirey a strategie plan to
deliver high-spued Dxternet connectivity thivugh an expansian of service capubilities Lo
cammnmities acrass the state, What's more, this stralegy, whicls specifically tarpets schaols
and districts, has tremendoas support from che governo, the state leglelatare, the Coltirado
State Board of Rdusation and other cducation staleeholders, as indicated by Lhe sipnaqures
en the following page, Even the deparinent of transportation and private investoss
recogaize its immense value and are providing in-kind matches valued at more than $10
oullion loward achieving statewide ubiquitous hroadband,

At present, however, many roral areas acrass Coiorado have itiadeyuate Internet serviee
and many communitics - subarban, urban and pural - lack suff cicnt broadband cupacity to
malee optimal use of dicse resouwrees. A Comprehensive Commmnity Infrastructure grant will
provide for the expansion of this capacity and he a great catulyst in advaneing educationat
opportunities for all of Colurade’s citizans,

Most sinecrely,

-

Dwight b, Jonesy
Cotmmnissioner of Education
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STATE OF COLORADO

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Dapuly Exacutive Diractor

A201 E. Arkansas Avenue

Denver, CO BO222

{303} 757-9208

{303} 757-9656 Fax

March 23, 2010

The Honorable Larry Strickling

Assistant Sceretary of Commerce

Administrator

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

{401 Constitution Ave. NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re:  National Telecommunications Information Administration (N'TIA)
Broadband Technology Opportunities Prograin
OMB Control Number 0660-003 1
Comprehensive Community Infrastructure Grant Application - March 26, 2010
Colorado Community Anchors Broadband Consortium

Dear Assistant Sceretary Strickling:

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is pleased to support the Colorado
Community Anchors Broadband Consortium Grant Application, which is being
submitted by the Educational Access Gateway Learning Environment Network (EAGLIE-
Net), EAGLE-Net is a non-profit entity, which was formed in 2007 by the Centennial
Board of Cooperative Lducational Services (Centennial BOCLS) as an aggregator of K-
12 enabling connector civeuits, EAGLE-Net, for purposes of this application, has
brought together a strong public/private consortium of partners including Community
Colleges, HHealtheave, Higher Education, K-12 Schools, Libraries, Municipalities, Public
Safety, other Commmunity Anchor Institutions and Telecommunications and Broadband
Service Providers, and also has developed a plan to build, upgrade, extend, and deliver
high-speed broadband Internet connectivity to these Community Anchor locations
throughout Colorado.

CDOT believes this grant opportunity offers much-needed high-speed broadband services
to unserved and underserved rural areas of the State of Colorado that currently have
either very little or no broadband services at all. Providing these essential broadband
services (0 Colorado’s rural schools, libraries, medial and healtheare providers,
community colleges and institutions of higher learning, public safety and law
enforcement agencies and residents in these areas, will foster technological advances,
improvements and efficiencies in telemedicine, distance learning and business and
entreprencurial opportunities resulting in economic growth and job creation,



The Honorable Larry Strickling
Mareh 22, 2010
Page Two

The Department believes so strongly in the benefit and value ol this project to the citizens
and entities of Colorado that it is committing more than $10 million dollars of in-kind
services in the form of CDO'T Rights-of-Way, environmental clearance assistance,
construction management on the interstate corridors, permits, oversight as needed., and
project-ready plans for two inlerstate corridors. CDO'T believes this level of in-kind
match unequivocally demonstrates the Department’s level of support for this grant
application and subsequent project, and requests your favorable consideration of the grant
[unding to assist in the implementation of much-needed broadband Internet services to
Community Anchor locations throughout Colorado.

Sincerely,

\rr e A >
Yagaiid A sk
-
Margaret Catlin, P.E,

Deputy Executive Directlor

Colorado Department of Transportation

ce: Russ George CDOT Executive Director
Pam Hutton, CDOT Chiel Engineer
Heather Copp, CDOT OFMB Director
Ken Delinto, CDOT [TS Branch Manager
File
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Nargh 23, 2010

The Honorable fars Swickling

Assisitant Seerctary of Commeree

Administrator

Natonal Telccommunications and Intoomaton Adnanistration
U8, Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave, NW

Washington. [2.0°. 30230

Re:  Natiopal Telecommunicntions Infornmgstion Adminisiation (NTIA)
Broadband Techinolom Opportunitics Program

OMEB Control Number 0660-0031

Comprehensive Conmmunity Infrastructure Grant Application - Mareh 26. 2010
Colorado Community Anchers Broadband Consortiam

Dyear Assistant Sceretary Strickling:

[ am writing this ter in support of the Colorade Conymunity Anchors Broadband Consortium
Crromt Application, which is comprised of Community Colleges. Healtheare, Higher Education.
K-12 Schovls. Libraries, Mubicipalities. Public Satety, and other Community Anchor
Institutions. These entitics e been brought together via a public private collabomtion of the
Centennial Board of Cooperative Educational Serviees (Centennial BOCES). a non-profit
Colorado educational services comporation. under its Educational Access (ateway Learning
Lovirenment Network (EAGLE-Net), FPhese emtities also include Telecommunications and
Broadhand Service Providers desining 1o expand thetr service capabilities to Community
Anchors, businesses, and consumers, in part through the use of NTLA Broadband Technology
Oppottumitics Program grant funding.

The Colorado Community Anchors Broadband Consortium (CCABC) has defined and develaped
amuch needed plan o build. upgrade. extend. and defiver hiph-speed broadband internet
connectivity o Community Anchor Jocations throughout Colorado.  Fhe project will ¢nable
delivery of broadband Intermet services such as:

High-detinition videa audio distance learning

Adult education and training opportunities including access w information, research, and online
and distance leaming

Eleadth cure oriented profussional development

Medieal services (rom urban bealth care programs

Broadband services w homes by private secior partner hroadband service providers



Business broadband services by privale sector partner broadband serviee providers

CDLE s m full support and desires o become a participant in this program. We believe that the
CCABC plan and grant application has been developed in the (rae spirit of the requirements for

funding under the [3 MO Grant program. We respectiully request vour faverable consideration of

the Grant funding requested to assist in the implementation of our statewide broadhand
Corpumity Anchor network,

Sincere]s.
f/‘
A i

Donald J. Mares
Exceutive Director
Colorade Depurtment of Labor & Employment

L LT
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January 20, 2010

To Whom (L May Concerh:

it is without besitation and actual anticipation that I write this letter of
support for the History Colorade/Colorade Historivat Society propesal. Their
statewide wducation systern proposal ig very rmuch a reflection of my vision of
the Soclal Studies education irt Colorada. As the new social studies content
specislist, a position that has been missing for over kenh vears in Colorado,
this network would fill 2 tong veid within the state that would facilitate the
connection of teachers, students, and resources,

I received my new position in October of 2008 and the first group to
introduce themselves and want to partaer with the Colorade Department of
& Education was the Colorado Historical Society. It seems there is a new wind
blowing through our state thal is focusing efforts on coliaboration and
partnerships,

History Colorada has demonstrated its feadership capabilities before in past
parinerships, The Colorado Department of Education along with the Colorado
Historical Society, Colorado Humanitles, Colerado Libraries, and Colorado
Arts in Bducation Consgrtium began partnership tust maonkhs after 1 arrived in
order to train teachers throughout the state on “Picturing America,” a
National Endovamnent for the Humanities initiative. The Mistorical Society was
a leadet in this effort,

The network of partners and sites in the proposal is a thrilling prospect for
social studies instruction and education in Colorado. 1 look forward to the
possibilities of such an exciting project.

Sincerely,

Dr. Brenda S. Barr, Sociat Studies Content Specialist
Colorado Department of Education

IMproving
" Acatamg
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harch 22, 2010

The Honorable Larry Strickling
Assislant Secrotary

U.S. Department of Conunerce
1401 Constitution Ave., N'W
Washington, D.C. 20230

RE: Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, NTIA
Dear My, Stricking:

The Colorado Depariment of Public Safety believes Colorado™s broadband
conncctivity availability ranks well below that of most other states. The slate’s
capacity shouid be expanded for the sake of better public safety and effective
educational and community services.

The Colorado Information Analysis Center, the Colorado State Patrol, the Colorado
Bureau of Tavestigation and the Colerado School Safoty Resource Center, which are
all part of the Department of Fublic Safety, play roles that are vital o & wide varicty
of sufety services to communities throughout Colorade. Unfortunately, many of the
state’s rural residents, schools districts and governmental agencies do not have
adequate broadband Internel zccess, Training and cobununication a60ess, 86 a result,
can saffor in many of our remote locations, As much as any other state ujency, the
Department of Public Safety relies on effoctive communications networks within the
state,

The Department of Public Safety supports the effonts of the Colorade Community
Anchors Broadband Consortivm in its efforts to improve broadband access through
the NTLA grat program,

CDPS is pleased to join with Governor Bill Ritter, Jr., the Colorade Departnient of
Education and the Colorade Department of Transportation in supporting this goal.

Sincerely,

Poter A. Weir
Executive Director
hitp Jicdpsivab. shale oo U
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Inskitute of fMusevin and [ivary Services

IMLS Kevigw Conmittes - Nattonal Leadership Geant
1209 M Strest, NW, 9th Floor

Washington, DC 20036-5802

Dedr IMES Review Commitise,

Para writing this lettec in suppart of the Celarado Historical Sotiety's grant request from the
fustitute of Musewm and Liprary Services for a statewnde education program. This program will
provide students with a strong averview of our state's history and cormect these storles with
places in their commmities,

The Calorade Tourism Qffice’s Heritage Tourlsm Program has distiibuted grants to reglonal
hertage LOUNIsM Broups scrass the stite to 358ist with the develupment and nrameation of sur
state’s historle sites. The focus of mproving educational outeaach by local sites responds
directly 1a needs identified across the siate through the Berltage Tourism Program’s quality
standaids assessments, The Heritope Tourism Program has conturted these oh-site assessments
with historic sites aad consistently we hear that historic sites would (ke o place a larger
emphasis on educational programsing with schoof-age students but do not bave the content to
condyct these programs. in partnership with the Colorade Historical Society's program we will
f1e nble to provide the tools to these sites that will increase thelr ability to reach this target
audience. As gn added benefit to being 5 part of the Colarada Historical Society's program, the
tocal sites will have access (o # larger network of resources that will hefp improve their overall
intarpretation and visitor experience,

Teurism has a significant impact on .ocal economies and heritage tourism has grovided
ouportunities for commumities of afl sizes to showease their unigue heritage assets to ravelers,
This program can flourish within the strong framawark of partnerships while elevating the
irmportance of heritage tourism and education in the cullural and ecanomic health of the
commdnity, The Colorado Tourism Ofiice tooks forward to collshorating on this prafect.

Sincerely,

%’Um A f}

Taura Libby
Heritage Touriss Program

é’
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

201 East Colfax Avenue * Denver, Coloradn R0203.1799

303.866.6600 « wyw.ede.state.co.us Dwight D, Jones
Commissioner of Bducation

Robert B, Hammond
Depury Commissioner

The Honorable Larry Strickling March 26, 2010
Assistant Secretary of Commerge

Administrator

National Telecommunications and [nformation Administration

U.5. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave, NW

Washingten, D.C. 20230

Hational Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA)
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
OMB Contro) Mumber 0660-0031
Comprehensive Community Infrastructure Grant Application - March 26, 2010
Colorado Community Anchors Broadband Conscrtium

Dear Assistant Secretary Strickling:

The Colorade State Library is writing this letter on behalf of the state’s libraries in
support of a second-round application by the public/private ceollaboration of the
Centennial Board of Cooperative Educational Services, a non-profit Colorado
aducational services corporation for the Ffducational Access Gateway Learning
Envirgriment Network (EAGLE-Net} project.

These entities also include Telecomraunications and Broadband Service Providers
seeking to expand their service capabilities to Community Anchors, businesses, and
consymers, in part through the use of NTIA Broadband Technelogy Opportunities
Program grant funding.

The Colorado Community Anchors Broadband Consortium (CCABC) has defined and
developed a rnuch needed plan o build, upgrade, extend, and deliver high-speed
broadbhand internet connectivity to Community Anchor lecations throughout
Colorado. The project will enable delivery of broadband Internet services such as:

High-definition video/audio distance learning

Adult education and training opportunities including agcess to information,
research, and online and distance learning

Health care oriented professional development

Medical services from urban health care programs

. Broadband sarvices to homes by private secter pariner broadband service
providers

* Business broadband services by private sector partner broadtand service
providers

The commuunity anchor locations include 26 separate library jurisdictions
representing more than 234,500 residents in rural areas throughout the state.
These locations are typically the teast able to afford efficient and cast-effective
broadband service.

& o

Improving
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The State Library is in full support of the proposal and will provide assistance as
needed to assure successful implemaeantation of the program. We fully believe
Governor Ritter, education Commissioner lones and members of the Legislature are
supportive of libraries and recognize the need for internet connectivity improvements
for residents; libraries are an essential part of connectivity, especially in rural areas
of the state,

We consider the EagleNet grant application to have been developed in the true spirit
of the requirements for funding under the BTOP Grant program, We respectfully
request a favorable consideration of the Grant funding requested to assist in the
implementation of our statewide broadband Community Anchor network.

Sincerely,

Eugene Hainer

Assistant Commissioner, Colorado State Library
Colorado Department of Education

P: 303-8B66-6733

www . ColoradoStateLibrary.org



