
 

Paul Markovich is Chief Execu�ve Officer and president of Ascendiun, a nonprofit and ul�mate parent 
company of Blue Shield of California, Blue Shield Promise Health Plan, Altais and Stellarus. The 
Ascendiun family of companies are dedicated to advancing beter health outcomes, making care more 
affordable and addressing the unique needs of diverse communi�es. 
 
A 25-year Blue Shield veteran, Markovich led as president and Chief Execu�ve Officer of Blue Shield of 
California (2013-2024), a nonprofit health plan with more than 6 million members, over 7,500 
employees and more than $25 billion in annual revenue in the state's commercial, individual, and 
government markets. Markovich has launched and led numerous ini�a�ves to drive innova�on and help 
reimagine healthcare, including funding support for a statewide provider directory to make it easier for 
Californians to find physicians and facili�es in their plan; suppor�ng development of a statewide health 
informa�on network for pa�ents’ records, enabling more seamless and holis�c care; and inves�ng in a 
partnership with the California Medical Associa�on to help physicians pilot new care delivery models 
and leverage technology. 

Markovich previously served as Chief Opera�ng Officer (2009-2012), responsible for health care services, 
network management, e-business, marke�ng, product development, and customer opera�ons. He was 
senior vice president of the large group (2004-2008) and CalPERS business units (2002-2004). 

He has been a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Associa�on Board, the na�onal umbrella 
organiza�on for Blue plans across the country, since 2013, served as the Chair of the Board from 2017-
2019, and currently chairs the Brand Commitee. In addi�on to the Blue Associa�on and Altais boards, 
Markovich serves on the board of America’s Health Insurance Plans, is a member of California’s Health 
and Human Services Data Exchange Framework Stakeholder Advisory Group, co-chaired the state’s 
COVID tes�ng task force, and led the state’s COVID vaccina�on network development during the 
pandemic. 

Markovich is a North Dakota na�ve and Rhodes Scholar with a master’s in philosophy, Poli�cs and 
Economics from Oxford University. He is a graduate of Colorado College, where he earned a Bachelor of 
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