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TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
  

  

July 2003    University of St. Thomas School of Law  

     to      MSL 400  

present     1000 LaSalle Avenue  

    

  

  Minneapolis, MN  55403-2015  

Professor of Law.  Courses include Property; Constitutional 

Litigation; Bioethics; Human Sexuality, the Constitution & the 

Church; Catholic Social Thought & the United Nations Clinic; and 

Human Rights and Human Sexuality.    

  

July 2017    University International Business and Economics        

July 2016    No.10, Huixin Dongjie, Chaoyang District  

July 2015  

  

  

  Beijing, China 100029  

Visiting Professor of Law. Courses taught included Introduction to 

American Property Law (2015 & 2016), The United Nations and Its 

Role in International Law (2017).  

May 1990    South Texas College of Law  

     to     1303 San Jacinto  

May 2003  

  

  

  Houston, Texas  77002-7000  

Professor of Law. Courses taught included Constitutional Law, 

Professional Responsibility, Property I, Church-State Relations, 

Counseling the Terminally Ill, and Legal Limits of Medical 

Decision Making.  

August 1996   Notre Dame Law School  

     to     

July 1997  

Notre Dame, Indiana  46556  

Visiting scholar.   
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May 1996    Washington University School of Law  

     to      One Brookings Drive  

June 1996    

  

  

Campus Box 1120   St. 

Louis, Missouri  63130  

Visiting Professor of Law.  Taught Professional Responsibility.  

August 1995   Notre Dame Law School  

     to     Notre Dame, Indiana  46556  

July 1996    

  

  

Visiting Professor of Law.  Taught Property I; Property II; and 

Property Settlement.  Team taught Clinical Legal Ethics with 

Professor Thomas Shaffer.  

July 1995    University of Texas School of Law  

     to     727 East 26th Street  

August 1995   

  

Austin, Texas  78705  

Visiting Professor of Law.  Taught Professional Responsibility.  

  

July 1992    University of Houston Law Center  

     to     4800 Calhoun  

August 1992    

  

Houston, Texas  77204  

Visiting Professor of Law.  Taught Professional Responsibility.  

August 1989   University of Oklahoma College of Law  

     to     300 Timberdell  

May 1990    

  

Norman, Oklahoma  73019  

Visiting Assistant Professor of Law.  Courses taught include 

Property I, Property II, Professional Responsibility, and Wills and 

Trusts.  

  

  

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
  

April 2010    Endorsed Republican Candidate, Minnesota 4th Congressional   

       to    

November 2010  

  

District  

May 1986    Crowe and Dunlevy  

     to     20 North Broadway -- 1800 Mid-America Tower  
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July 1989    

  

  

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73102  

Associate in the Trusts and Estates Department.  Practice focused on 

estate litigation, guardianship, and probate.  

1982  Collett’s Bridal & Formal Salon  

   to  

1988  

  

  

Founder and Co-Owner.   

EDUCATION  
  
  

  

Legal     

  

  

University of Oklahoma College of Law  

Juris Doctorate with Honors, May 1986  

Oklahoma Bar Association Outstanding Senior Student, Oklahoma 

Law Review Symposium Editor, First Place National Moot Court 

Team, Second Place National American Bar Association Client 

Counseling Team.  

Undergraduate  University of Oklahoma  

Bachelor of Arts in Letters with Honors, May 1977  

  

  

PUBLICATIONS  
  

Books   

  

RECOVERING SELF-EVIDENT TRUTHS: CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVES ON AMERICAN LAW 

(Michael Scaperlanda & Teresa Collett eds.)(a collection of essays reflecting on the 

relevance of Catholic teachings to various substantive areas of American law) (Catholic 

University of America Press) (2007).  

  

CASES AND MATERIALS ON THE RULES OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION, co-authored with 

Robert Cochran, Jr. (West Publishers, 1996) (2nd ed. 2003).  

  

  

Chapters   

  

Testimony in hearing to examine the consequences of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, 

United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution 

(June 23, 2005) reprinted in YOU DECIDE (John T. Rourke, 3rd ed. 2006).  
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Dissenting Opinion in WHAT ROE SHOULD HAVE SAID (NYU Press 2005) (Jack Balkin, 

ed.).  

  

Should Marriage be Privileged?  The State’s Interest in Childbearing Unions in MARRIAGE 

AND SAME-SEX UNIONS: AN ANTHOLOGY PRO-AND-CON (David Coolidge, Mark Strasser, 

& Lynn Wardle, 2002).  

  

Ethical Standards and the Expert Witnesses in EXPERT WITNESS MANUAL (Pam George 

ed. 2002).  

  

Independence or Interdependence?  A Christian Response to Liberal Feminism, in 

CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES ON THE LAW (Michael McConnell, Angela Carmella, and Robert 

Cochran, eds. 2001).  

  

Survival Skills for the New Lawyer or Everything We Didn’t Teach You in Law School, in 

A Guide to the Basics of Law Practice.  (Austin: Texas Center for Legal Ethics & 

Professionalism & Texas Bar Foundation, 1994).   

  

Articles & Essays    

A Catholic Perspective on Law School Diversity Requirements, 15 U. St. Thomas L.J. 

322 (2019) at https://ir.stthomas.edu/ustlj/vol15/iss2/2/. 

Against Ideological Colonization: The Teaching of Humanae Vitae and a Humanely 

Adequate Global Ethic, invited paper by the USCCB for 50th Anniversary of Humanae 

Vitae (2018). 

Government Schools, Parental Rights, and the Perversion of Catholic Morality (2018). 

Acton Institute's Markets and Morality (2018, Forthcoming); U of St. Thomas 

(Minnesota) Legal Studies Research Paper No. 18-03. Available at SSRN: 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=3112784. 

The Urgency of Restoring the Catholic (and catholic) Nature of Higher Education, to be 

included in a collection of essays published by Ignatius Press (2018).  

Symposium: Ensuring abortion safety in a declining market for abortion services, 

SCOTUSBLOG (Jan. 7, 2016), http://www.scotusblog.com/2016/01/symposiumensuring-

abortion-safety-in-a-declining-market-for-abortion-services/  

  

Previability Abortion and the Pain of the Unborn, 71 Wash. & Lee L. Rev. 1211 (2014).  

  

Preface:  The Silence of the Law (Textbooks), 6 U. St. Thomas J. L. & Pub. Pol’y 1 

(2011).  
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Judicial Independence and Accountability in an Age of Unconstitutional Constitutional 

Amendments, 41 Loy. U. Chi. L.J. 327 (2010).  

  

Whose Life is It Anyway?  Texas Public Policy and Contracts to Kill Embryonic Children, 

50 S. Tex. L. Rev. 371 (2009).  

  

Advancing the Culture of Life in the Face of Judicial Opposition, 2 U. ST. THOMAS J.L.  

PUB. POL’Y 20 (2008).  

  

Judicial Modesty and Abortion, 59 S.C.L. REV. 701 (2008).  

  

The Court’s Confused (and Confusing) Understanding of the Creation and Taking of 

Human Life, 68 MT. L. REV. 1101 (2007).  

  

Constitutional Confusion: The Case for the Minnesota Marriage Amendment, 33 WM. 

MITCHELL L. REV. 100 (2007).  

Gonzales v. Carhart: Women Tell the Court about Abortion, 1 U. St. Thomas J. L. & Pub. 

Pol’y 175 (2007).  

Life in the Times of the Roberts Supreme Court, THE CHRISTIAN LAWYER 12 (Fall 2006).  

  

A Brief Catechism on Marriage, 18 REGENT L.REV. 301 (2006).  

  

Transporting Minors for Immoral Purposes: The Case for the Child Custody Protection 

Act & the Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act, 16 HEALTH MATRIX 107 (2006).  

  

Same Sex Marriage and Its Implications for Employee Benefits: Proceedings of the 2005 

Meeting of the Association of American Law Schools Sections of Employee Benefits, and 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Issues, 9 EMPLOYEE RTS. & EMP. POL'Y  J. 499 

(2005) (transcript of AALS panel presentation).  

  

Restoring Democratic Self-Governance through the Federal Marriage Amendment, 2 U. 

ST. THOMAS L.J. 95 (2004).  

  

Protecting the Healthcare Provider’s Right of Conscience, THE CENTER FOR BIOETHICS  

AND HUMAN DIGNITY at http://www.cbhd.org/resources/healthcare/collett_2004-04- 

27.htm  

  

“No Hymns, No Sermons”? Faith-Based Pro Bono Initiatives and the Challenge of 

Interfaith Activities, 72 Mo. KC L. Rev. 327 (2003).   

  

Fetal Pain Legislation: Is It Viable, 30 PEPP. L. REV. 161 (2003).   
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Benefits, Nonmarital Status, and the Homosexual Agenda, 11 WIDENER J. PUB. L. 379 

(2003).  

  

Brief Amici Curiae of C. Everett Koop, M.D., Sc. D., et al., in support of Attorney 

General Ashcroft, 18 ISSUES L. & MED. 145 (2002).  

  

Protecting Our Daughters: The Need for the Vermont Parental Notification Law, 26 VT. 

L. REV. 101 (2001).  

  

An Updated Case for Including Religiously-Affiliated Schools in Publicly-Funded 

Voucher Systems, 1 INSIGHTS ON L. & SOC. No. 2 (2001).  

  

The King’s Good Servant, But God’s First: The Role of Religion in Judicial 

Decisionmaking, 41 S. Tex. L. Rev. 1277 (2000).  

  

Seeking Solomon's Wisdom: Judicial Bypass of Parental Involvement in a Minor's 

Abortion Decision, 52 BAYLOR L. REV. 513 (2000).  

  

The Common Good and the Duty to Represent: Must the Last Lawyer in Town Take Any 

Case?, 40 S. Tex. L. Rev. 137 (1999).  

   

Love Among the Ruins: The Ethics of Counseling Happily Married Couples, 22 SEATTLE 

U. L.Rev. 139 (1998).  

   

Recognizing Gay Marriage: Asking for the Impossible?, 47 CATH. U. L.REV. 1245 (1998).  

   

Heads Secularists Win, Tails Believers Lose: Returning Only Free Exercise of Religion to 

the Political Process, 20 U. ARK. LITTLE ROCK L.J. 689 (1998).  

   

Seek No Evil, Speak No Evil, Do No Evil: Client Selection and Cooperation with Evil, 66 

FORDHAM L. REV. 1339 (1998).  

   

Forward to the Ethics of Lawyers’ Business Associations, 39 S. TEX. L. REV. 205 (1998).  

   

Teaching Professional Responsibility in the Future: Continuing the Discussion, 39 WM. 

& MARY   L. REV. 439 (1998).  

   

Professional versus Moral Duty: Accepting Appointment in Unjust Civil Cases, 32 WAKE 

FOREST   L. REV. 635 (1998).  

   

The Promise and Perils of Multiple Representation, 16 REV. LITIGATION 567 (1997).  

   

Foreword, 38 S. TEX. L. REV. 375 (1997) (The Lawyer’s Duties and Responsibilities in 

Dispute Resolution Symposium) (co-authored with Frank Evans).  
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Equal Protection or Equal Choice? 59 REV. POLITICS 412 (1997).  

   

Life and Death Lawyering:  Dignity in the Absence of Autonomy, 1 J. INST. STUDY L. 

ETHICS 177 (1996).  

   

Foreword, 36 S. TEX. L. REV. 956 (1996) (Lawyers’ Duties and Liabilities to Third 

Parties Symposium).  

   

Marriage, Family and the Positive Law, 10 NOTRE DAME J. L. ETHICS & PUB. POL’Y 467 

(1996).  

   

Sacred Secrets or Sanctimonious Silence, 29 LOY. L.A. L. REV. 1747 (1996).  

   

Labor Law and Ethics, 14 CORP. COUNS. REV. 175 (1996) (co-authored with Professor 

Richard Carlson).  

   

Abortion Malpractice: Exploring the Safety of Legal Abortion, in LIFE AND LEARNING V:  

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTH UNIVERSITY FACULTY FOR LIFE CONFERENCE (1995).  

   

Regulating Multijurisdictional Practice: Does Model Rule 8.5 Provide the Answers?, 14 

CORP. COUNS. REV. 75 (1995).  

   

Foreword, 36 S. TEX. L. REV. 657 (1995) (Multijurisdictional Practice of Law 

Symposium).  

   

Teaching Law as a Profession of Faith, A Review of Exiles from Eden: Religion and the 

Academic Vocation in America, 36 S. TEX. L. REV. 109 (1995).  

   

Foreword, 35 S. TEX. L. REV. 571 (1994) (The Attorney-Client Relationship in a 

Regulated Society Symposium).  

   

The Ethics of Intergenerational Representation, 62 FORDHAM L. REV. 1453 (1994) 

(reprinted in 3 Bioethics Bull., Summer 1994, at 3).  

   

Disclosure, Discretion, Deception: The Estate Planner’s Ethical Dilemma from a  

Unilateral Confidence, 28 REAL PROP. PROB. & TR. J. 683 (Ethics Symposium Issue 

1993).  

   

And the Two Shall Become As One . . . Until the Lawyers Are Done, 7 NOTRE DAME J. L. 

ETHICS & PUB. POL’Y 101 (1993).  

   

Understanding Freedman’s Ethics, 33 ARIZ. L. REV. 455 (1991).  
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Keeping My Brother’s Keeper: An Introduction to Article III of the Oklahoma 

Guardianship Act, 42 OKLA. L. REV. 243 (1989).  

  

PRESENTATIONS AND MATERIALS   

  

Lawyers and Clients, Christian Legal Society Law School Fellows Program, Washington 

D.C. (May 22, 2019). 

 

Humanae Vitae for the Next Generation, Esto Vir Conference, Diocese of Green Bay 

(Mar. 2, 2019). 

 

A Feminist Case against Abortion, presented to several student chapters of the Federalist 

Society, including Duquesne University Law School (Apr. 16, 2019); University of 

Pittsburgh Law School (Apr. 9, 2019); University of St. Thomas School of Law (Apr. 2, 

2019); Kansas State University Law School (Feb. 5, 2019); Detroit Mercy University 

Law School (Nov. 11, 2018); University of Quinnipiac School of Law (Nov. 14, 2018); 

and Pennsylvania State University Law School (Feb. 15, 2018).  

 

Physician Assisted Suicide: Compassion or Abandonment, University of South Dakota 

Federalist Society (Nov. 10, 2018). 

 

The Constitution, the 14th Amendment, & Originalism, a 3-part lecture series, Roseville 

Public Library (Sept. 18, 25, Oct. 2, 2018). 

 

Humanae Vitae: Thinking Beyond the Pill, Diocese of Green Bay Diocese (Nov. 6, 2018). 

 

Lawyers and Clients, Christian Legal Society Law School Fellows Program, Washington 

D.C. (May 23, 2018). 

 

Against Ideological Colonization: The Teaching of Humanae Vitae and a Humanely 

Adequate Global Ethic, USCCB Humanae Vitae 50th Anniversary (Apr. 5, 2018) 

(keynote address). 

 

The State of Religious Liberty, Thomson Reuters (Mar. 30, 2018) (panel discussion). 

 

Parental Authority: Why are Sex-Related Matters Different?, University of Białystok, 

International Academy for the Study of the Jurisprudence of the Family (Bialystok, 

Poland) July 19, 2017.  

  

Academic Freedom, Florida State University College of Law Federalist Society 

(Tallahassee, FL) February 9, 2017.  

  

Religious Liberty, State Constitutions, and Federal Supremacy, Montgomery Federalist 

Society (Montgomery, AL) December 2, 2016.  
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The Duty to Vote and Imperfect Candidates, Thomas More Society of Central 

Pennsylvania (Harrisburg, PA) November 3, 2016.  

  

When “Ethics” Contradict Conscience: Do Our Professional Responsibilities Conflict 

with Natural Law?, Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania (Harrisburg, PA) 

November 3, 2016.  

  

Faithful Citizenship and Imperfect Candidates, College of St. Michaels (Colchester, Vt.) 

October 1, 2016.  

  

Religious Faith and Judging, Pennsylvania Bar Institute (Philadelphia, PA) July 8, 2016.  

  

Annulments, Gets, and Civil Divorce, Pennsylvania Bar Institute (Harrisburg, PA) July 7, 

2016.  

  

Professional Responsibility and Religious Liberty, University of Missouri Kansas City 

CLE (Kansas City, MO) June 2, 2016.  

  

Are state laws that require abortion clinics to meet the standards of an ambulatory 

surgical center an undue burden on a woman’s access to abortion?, University of 

Nebraska at Lincoln Federalist Society (Lincoln, Nebraska) March 18, 2016 (debate).  

  

Women’s Rights and Abortion, Regent University School of Law (Virginia Beach, 

Virginia) March 4, 2016.  

  

Abortion and International Law, Edmund Burke Scholars, Center for Family and Human 

Rights (New York City, NY) January 6, 2016.  

  

Human Dignity: Fact or Fiction, World Meeting of Families (Philadelphia, PA) 

September 23, 2015.  

  

The Legacy of Roe v. Wade, University of Oklahoma Federalist Society (Norman, OK) 

January 24, 2013.  

  

Preabortion Ultrasounds: Informed Consent or Unconstitutional Coercion?, Baylor Law 

School Federalist Society (Waco, TX) September 20, 2012.  

  

Does Recognition of Same-Sex Unions Threaten Religious Liberty?, Mercer University 

Law School Federalist Society (Macon, GA) April 19, 2011.  

  

The Law of Life, Total Life Care Centers Annual Conference (St. Paul, MN) April 9, 

2011.  
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Religious Liberty and Same-sex Unions, Tulsa University Law School Federalist Society, 

(Tulsa, OK) March 29, 2011 (debate).  

  

Male Reproductive Rights, Chapman University Law School Federalist Society (Orange, 

CA) February 10, 2011.  

  

The Role of Faith in a Lawyer’s Selection of Clients, Trinity Law School Federalist 

Society (Santa Ana, CA) February 9, 2011.  

Is the Call for Civil Speech Just Code for Chilling Speech?, Orange County Federalist 

Society Lawyers’ Chapter (Orange, CA) February 9, 2011.  

Rebuilding the Culture of Life, Sisters of Cardolet (St. Paul, MN) January 21, 2011.  

  

The Wisdom of Humane Vitae, Guild of Catholic Lawyers for the Archdiocese of New 

York (New York City, NY) May 7, 2010.  

  

Obamacare: Is it Constitutional?, Annual Meeting of the Christian Medical and Dental 

Associations (Ridgecrest, NC) April 30, 2010.   

  

Fetal Ultrasound Laws: Informed Consent or Coercion, Columbia University’s Law 

Students for Life (New York City, NY) April 9, 2010 (debate).  

  

The Value of Life and State Action, Franciscan University (Steubenville, Ohio) March 26, 

2010.  

  

Population Growth and Abortion, Liberty University Federalist Society (Lynchburg, VA) 

March 5, 2010.  

  

Rehearing of Roe v. Wade, University of St. Thomas Lawyers Committee for Social 

Justice (Minneapolis, MN) Feb.17, 2010 (moot court).  

  

Is Contemporary Abortion Jurisprudence Sexist?, Boston University Federalist Society 

(Boston, MA) January 21, 2010.  

  

Does Same-Sex Marriage Threaten Religious Liberty, University of St. Thomas 

Federalist Society (Minneapolis, MN) November 17, 2009 (debate).  

  

Knowing God's Will or Whistling in the Dark?, presentation for the Christian Legal 

Society, MN chapter (Minneapolis, MN) November 6, 2009.  

  

International Law and Women’s Health, Marquette University College of Nursing and 

Law School (Milwaukee, WI) October 19, 2009.  
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Protecting the Dignity of the Person through Regulation of Reproductive Technology, 

Milwaukee Guild of the Catholic Medical Association (Milwaukee, WI) October 18, 

2009.  

  

Same-sex Unions and the Constitution, Federalist Society of Oklahoma City University 

(Oklahoma City, OK) September 30, 2009.  

  

Sex, Jurisprudence, and Rock n’ Roll, Federalist Society of the University of Kansas 

(Lawrence, KS) September 29, 2009.  

  

Building the Civilization of Love Part II: Understanding the Cultural and Legal Battle 

over Life, Archdiocese of Saint Paul-Minneapolis (St. Paul, MN) September 26, 2009.  

  

Building the Civilization of Love Part I: Understanding the Cultural and Legal Battle 

over Marriage, Archdiocese of Saint Paul-Minneapolis (St. Paul, MN) September 26, 

2009.  

  

A Closer Look at Rights of Religious Conscience in Modern Society, Religion 

Newswriters Association (Minneapolis, MN) September 11, 2009.  

  

Responding to the Shifting Culture of Marriage, National Association of Catholic Family 

Life Ministers (St. Paul, MN) June 27, 2009.  

  

Religious Freedom Implications of Same-Sex Unions, Federalist Society of Cooley Law 

School (Lansing, MI) June 24, 2009.  

  

Training the Next Generation of International Prolife Advocates, University Faculty for Life  

“Life and Learning XIX” (Minneapolis, MN) June 6, 2009.  

  

Aquinas Scholars Annual Symposium, When Does Human Life Begin?, University of St. 

Thomas (St. Paul, MN) April 7, 2009.  

Can Attorneys Disclose Clients’ Suicidal Thoughts:  Exploring the Ethical and Legal 

Issues, University at Buffalo School of Law Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy 

(Buffalo, NY) December 5, 2008.  

The California Marriage Amendment:  What Does its Passage Tell Us?, Federalist 

Society of the University of Arkansas School of Law (Fayetteville, AR) November 6, 

2008.  

Jurisprudence and the Culture of Life, Christian Scholars Conference, International 

Convocation of Christian Legal Society (Washington, D.C.) October 11, 2008.  
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Advancing the Culture of Life Internationally, Columbus School of Law of the Catholic 

University of America and Ave Maria School of Law (Washington, D.C.) October 4, 

2008.  

Is Initiated Measure 11, Restricting Abortion, Constitutional?, University of South 

Dakota Federalist Society (Vermillion, SD) September 18, 2008.  

When Healthcare Providers So No: The Conflicts Over Conscience, Murphy Institute, 

University of St. Thomas, program moderator (Minneapolis, MN) September 17, 2008.  

  

Government and Marriage: An Uneasy Union, Priests and Deacons Study Day on 

Christian Marriage, Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis (New Brighton, MN) 

August 28, 2008.  

  

California Same-sex Marriage: The Impact on Religious Liberty, Family Research 

Council, panel discussion (Washington D.C.) July 10, 2008.  

  

Faithful Citizenship: Principles and Strategies to Serve the Common Good, Creighton 

University (Omaha, NE) April 18, 2008.  

  

The Law of Life: The Court’s Shifting Abortion Jurisprudence, Total Life Care Centers 

Leadership Training (St. Paul, MN) April 12, 2008.  

  

A Magical Mystery Tour of the Law of Love, Franciscan University of Steubenville 

(Steubenville, OH) Mar. 29, 2008.  

  

The Feminist Case Against Abortion, University of Oklahoma Federalist Society 

(Norman, OK) Mar. 10, 2008.  

  

The Roberts Court and Equal Protection: Gender, Race, and Class, University of South 

Carolina School of Law, lecture and panel discussion (Columbia, S.C.) Feb. 29, 2008.  

  

Marriage and Same-sex Unions:  Asking Too Little and Too Much, South Texas Law 

Review Symposium (Houston, TX) Feb. 15, 2008.  

  

Truth and Freedom: the Foundations of Christian Advocacy, Christian Legal Society, 

ethics workshop (Destin, FL.) Nov. 2, 2007.  

  

Must a Christian Always Tell the Truth, Christian Legal Society, keynote address (Destin, 

FL.) Nov. 2, 2007.  

  

The Search for Compromise and Consensus on Reproductive Rights, American 

Constitution Society, panel discussion (Washington, D.C.) July 28, 2007.  
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Feminism and the Culture of Life, University of St. Thomas School of Law, panel 

discussion (Minneapolis, MN) June 14, 2007.  

  

The Role of Religion in American Society, Regent University Law School, panel 

discussion (Virginia Beach, VA) April 13, 2007.  

  

What Roe Should Have Said, New York University Law School, co-sponsored debate by 

the Federalist Society and the American Constitution Society (New York City, NY) 

March 29, 2007.  

  

What Roe Should Have Said, New York Law School, presentation sponsored by the 

Federalist Society (New York City, NY) March 28, 2007.  

  

The Future of Abortion Law, Georgetown University, presentation sponsored by 

Georgetown Right to Life (Washington, D.C.), March 27, 2007.  

  

Drugstore Cowboys, Harvard Law School for Choice and the Society for Life, Law and 

Religion (Cambridge, MA) February 15, 2007.  

  

Privacy or Isolation:  The Supreme Court’s Confused (and Confusing) Understanding of 

the Human Person, Montana Law Review Symposium (Missoula, MT) October 11, 2006.  

  

Medicine and Law:  Partners or Adversaries in the Creation of Public Policy, Women in 

Medicine Seminar (Minneapolis, MN) September 22, 2006.  

  

Roe Related Legislative Strategies in the States, Prolife Directors of the U.S. Conference 

of Catholic Bishops (Dallas, TX) August 3, 2006.  

  

Hear No Evil, See No Evil, Speak No Evil ~ How the Absence of Abortion Regulation 

Facilitates Sexual Abuse of Minors, National Right to Life Committee 2006 Annual 

Convention (Nashville, TN) June 23, 2006.  

  

The Law of Life: Who Will Decide? Doctors, Lawyers, Citizens? Christian Medical and 

Dental Association (Irvine, CA.) June 15, 2006.  

  

Children of God, Servants of Caesar: The Role of Religion in a Judge’s Life, The Annual 

Tabor Lecture, Valparaiso University (Valparaiso, IN) Apr. 6, 2006.  

  

In Praise of Some Discriminating Lawyers, Valparaiso University (Valparaiso, IN) Apr. 

6, 2006.  

  

The End of Roe? (panel discussion), George Washington University (Washington D.C.) 

March 12, 2006.  
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Gonzales v. Carhart, an End to Partial Birth Abortion? Notre Dame Law School (Notre 

Dame, IN) March 23, 2006.  

  

The Two Career Tango of Motherhood at Home and in the Workplace, Women’s 

Conference on the Dignity and Vocation of Women (St. Paul, MN) Feb. 11, 2006.  

  

A Conversation about Abortion, AALS (Washington, DC) Jan. 6, 2006.  

  

The Supreme Court and Oregon’s “Death with Dignity” Act, Suffering and Hope 

Conference, Univ. of St. Thomas  (Houston, TX) Nov. 12, 2005.  

Pro-life Feminism, William Mitchell College of Law (St. Paul, MN) Oct. 6, 2005.  

  

Fetal Pain Legislation:  an Update, National Right to Life Committee 2005 Annual 

Convention (Bloomington, MN) June 17, 2005.  

  

What Roe Should Have Said, University Faculty for Life Annual Meeting (Ann Arbor, 

MI), June 4, 2005.  

  

Is Private Ordering an Adequate Alternative to Same-sex Marriage? Georgia State 

University (Atlanta, GA) Apr. 16, 2005.  

  

Parental Involvement in Minors’ Abortion Decisions, University of Oklahoma (Norman, 

OK) Apr. 14, 2005.  

  

Advantages of Parental Consent, Minnesota Public Health Association (St. Paul, MN)  

Mar. 15, 2005.  

  

Do the Two-Career Tango to the Vatican Beat, University of Notre Dame (Notre Dame, 

IN) Jan. 24, 2005.  

  

Same-Sex Marriage and Its Implications for Employee Benefits Panel Discussion, AALS 

(San Francisco, CA) Jan. 7, 2005.  

  

Gay Rights and Democracy Panel Discussion, AALS (San Francisco, CA) Jan. 6, 2005.  

  

A Brief Catechism on Marriage, Moral Realism and the Renaissance of Traditional 

Marriage Symposium, Regent University School of Law (Virginia Beach, VA) Nov. 9, 

2004.  

  

Same-Sex Marriage Debate, William & Mary School of Law (Williamsburg, VA) Oct. 

27, 2004.  

  

Divine Governance, Self Governance, and the American Way, McLaurin Institute, 

University of Minnesota (St. Paul, MN) Oct. 19, 2004.  
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Civil Disobedience and the Practice of Law, University of Memphis Ethics Symposium 

(Memphis, TN.) Oct. 15, 2004.  

  

Restoring Democratic Self-Governance through the Federal Marriage Amendment, 

University of St. Thomas Law Journal Symposium (Minneapolis, MN) Sept. 24, 2004.  

  

Perils and Promise of Family Representation, University of Akron Elderlaw Symposium 

(Akron, OH) Sept. 10, 2004.  

  

Expert witness, New York State Bar Association Special Committee on Legal Issues  

Affecting Same Sex Couples (New York City, NY) (via videoconference) Aug. 19, 2004.   

  

Protecting the Healthcare Provider’s Conscience: Corporate and Individual, The Center 

for Bioethics and Human Dignity (Bannockburn, IL) July 16, 2004.  

  

Pain Prevention: Legislation for the Unborn Child, National Right to Life Committee 

2004 Meeting (Washington, D.C.) July 2, 2004.  

  

The Work of John Paul II and the Vocation of the Professional Woman:  The Legal 

Parameters of Catholic Feminism, University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, MN) June 16, 

2004.  

  

Is Gay Marriage a Civil Right? American Constitution Society for Law and Policy (St. 

Paul, MN) May 26, 2004.  

  

Does Minnesota Need a Marriage Amendment?, Leadership St. Paul (St. Paul, MN) May 

13, 2004.  

  

Whose Baby Is It? Catholic Medical Association Spring Meeting (St. Paul, MN) May 8, 

2004.  

  

Berkeley Symposium of Same Sex Marriage:  Law & Politics, UC Berkeley Institute of 

Governmental Studies & Institute for the Study of Social Change (Berkeley, CA) (panel 

discussion) Apr. 19, 2004.  

  

Can the Ordinary Practice of Law be a Religious Calling? Corporate and Tax Practice 

Panel, Pepperdine Institute on Law, Religion and Ethics (Malibu, California) (moderator) 

Feb. 6, 2004.  

  

Catholic Perspectives on Law and Policy: A Discussion of the Issue of Partial Birth 

Abortion, Villanova University School of Law (Villanova, PA) Jan. 30, 2004.   
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The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003: Perspectives on the Commerce Power, the 

Fourteenth Amendment, and the Separation of Powers, Association of American Law 

Schools 2004 Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA) (panel discussion) Jan. 4, 2004.  

  

Professionalism and Student Behavior, Association of American Law Schools 2004 

Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA) (panel discussion) Jan. 3, 2004.  

  

Faith and Judicial Decision Making, Christian Judiciary Meeting (Sandestin Beach, FL) 

Nov. 1, 2003.  

  

Living Our Vocation in the Law, Christian Legal Society (Sandestin Beach, FL) Nov. 1, 

2003.  

  

The Ethics of Law Students, South Texas Law Review (Houston, TX) (moderator) Oct. 

10, 2003.  

Same-Sex Marriage and the Federal Marriage Amendment, Minnesota Lavender Bar 

Association (St. Paul, MO) Sept. 20, 2003.  

  

Rights of Conscience, National Right to Life Convention (St. Louis, MO) July 5, 2003.  

  

Protecting the Conscience of Healthcare Providers, Christian Medical and Dental 

Association (Schroon Lake, NY) June 14, 2003.  

  

The Ethics of Law Students and Law Professors, ABA National Conference on 

Professional Responsibility (Chicago, IL) (moderator) May 31, 2003.  

  

A Christian Response to Liberal Feminism, Christian Scholars Conference (Savannah, 

GA) Nov. 1, 2002.  

  

Practical Strategies for Humanizing the Unborn, From Death to Life: Agendas for 

Reform, Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Culture (Notre Dame, IN) Sept. 28, 2002.  

  

Ethical Standards and the Expert Witness, State Bar of Texas (Dallas, TX) Aug. 2, 2002.   

  

Person among Persons: A Discussion on Politics and Law, Forum on the Dignity of the 

Human Person, World Youth Alliance (Toronto, Ontario Canada) July 26, 2002.   

  

Professional Right of Conscience and Patient Informed Consent, Bioethics at the 

Bedside, Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity (Deerfield, IL) July 20, 2002.   

  

Representation of Families, Houston Estate and Financial Forum (Houston, TX) April 

26, 2002.   
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Ethical Implications of Attorney-Client Sexual Relations, Review of Litigation, 

University of Texas (Austin, TX) (panel) April 15, 2002.   

  

Faith Under Democracy: What Have Religious Believers Gained? What Have They 

Lost?, Federalist Society, Section on Religious Liberties (Ann Arbor, MI) (moderator) 

Mar. 22, 2002.   

  

Benefits, Contracts and Civil Unions, The Many Questions of Civil Unions, Columbus 

School of Law, The Catholic University of America (Washington, D.C. ) Feb. 16, 2002.  

  

Can God be Found in a Law Firm?, The Saint Thomas Moore Law Student Association 

of the University of Oklahoma College of Law, (Oklahoma City, OK) Oct. 2, 2001.  

  

When the Born and Unborn Collide - Lives and Rights at Risk, Northeast Florida 

Bioethics Forum (Jacksonville, FL) Sept. 25, 2001.  

  

Who is the Client? South Texas College of Law (Houston, TX) Sept. 13, 2001.  

  

Amendments to the Model Rules of Ethics, Southeastern Conference AALS Annual 

Meeting (Hilton Head Island, SC) (panel discussion), July 20, 2001.  

  

The ALI Family Dissolution Principles: Blueprint to Strengthen or to Deconstruct 

American Families?, Brigham Young University (Provo, UT) Feb. 2, 2001.  

  

Parental Notification Litigation in Texas, Association for Interdisciplinary Research in 

Values and Social Change (Washington, D.C.) June 28, 2000.  

  

Court Jesters' Awards, In Contempt: The Vermont Supreme Court for Baker v. Vermont, 

Family Research Council (Washington, D.C.) June 29, 2000.  

  

Judicial Conscientious Objectors: A Response to Russell Hittinger’s Natural Law and 

Judicial Restraint, Sacred Heart Seminary (Detroit, MI) Saturday, June 3, 2000.  

  

Should Marriage be Privileged: The State’s Interest in Childbearing Unions, Brigham 

Young University (Provo, UT) Mar. 9, 2000.  

  

Should America Recognize Same-Sex Marriage?, The University of Chicago Law School 

(Chicago, IL) October 22, 1999.  

   

Crisis of Conscience: Neutrality, Religious Faith, and Judicial Decision Making, Judicial 

Ethics, South Texas College of Law (Houston, TX) October 14, 1999.   
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Ethical Issues Arising in an Estate Planning and Elder Law Practice, Intermediate Estate 

Planning, Guardianship and Elder Law Conference, The University of Texas School of 

Law (Galveston, TX) August 27, 1999.  

   

Treatment of Our Adversaries: What Would Jesus Do?, Faculty Colloquia, Cumberland 

Law School, Samford University (Birmingham, AL) February12, 1999.  

   

The Ethics of Ethics Consulting, Association of American Law Schools 1999 Annual 

Meeting (New Orleans, LA) (panel discussion) January 9, 1999.  

   

Limits on Law, Law Professors Christian Fellowship Conference (New Orleans, LA) 

(moderator) January 9, 1999.  

   

In Praise of (Some) Discriminating Lawyers, Distinguished Speakers Series, Pepperdine 

University School of Law, (Malibu, CA) December 8, 1998.  

   

Ethics and the MultiJurisdictional Practice of Law, 2nd Annual IP Law Conference for 

Women Corporate Counsel and Intellectual Property Managers (San Diego, CA) October 

29-31, 1998.  

   

Faith and Law Convocation: Women of the World, Women of the Word:  A Christian 

Woman’s Vocation (Beaver Falls, PA) October 13, 1998.  

   

Judicial Leadership for Texas, Texas State Bar Judicial Section Annual Meeting 

(Houston, TX) (panel discussion) September 16, 1998.  

   

Ethics in Estate Planning. Advanced Estate Planning Seminar, University of Louisville 

School of Law (Louisville, KY) June 26, 1998.  

   

Forcing Cooperation:  The Third Stage of Legitimating Abortion, University Faculty for 

Life Annual Conference, University of Toronto (Toronto, CA) June 6, 1998.  

  

Regulating Lawyers’ Client Selection:  Eliminating Discretion or Discrimination?, 

University of Minnesota Law School Faculty Colloquia, (Minneapolis, MN) March 19, 

1998.  

   

The Legal Classification of the Races:  Who Defines Us?  We, They, or the Law?, South 

Texas Black Law Students Association (Houston, TX) (panel discussion) March 3, 1998.  

   

Ethics Issues in Labor and Employment Law, Houston Bar Association (Houston, TX) 

(joint presentation with Richard Carlson) January 22, 1998.  

   

Unjust Causes and the Acceptance of Court-Appointments:  Tennessee Ethics Opinion 

96-F-140, St. Thomas More Association (Memphis, TN) December 19, 1997.  
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Same-Sex Marriage:  Commitment is Not Enough, Law and the Politics of Marriage: 

Loving v. Virginia after Thirty Years: Columbus School of Law, The Catholic University 

of America, (Washington, DC) November 21, 1997.  

   

The Morality of Client Selection and Ethics Opinion 96-F-140, Fifth Annual Tennessee 

Law Review Ethics Seminar, University of Tennessee (Knoxville, TN) November 15, 

1997.  

   

The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship: Catholic Reflections on George  

Marsden’s Challenge to the Secular Academy, Society of Catholic Social Scientists 

Annual Conference, (Steubenville, OH) (panel discussion) October 24, 1997.  

   

Requiem for Religious Freedom?  Ben J. Altheimer Symposium, University of Arkansas 

at Little Rock School of Law (Little Rock, AK) September 19, 1997.  

   

Ignorance is Not Bliss:  What Elderlaw Practitioners Need to Know About Attorney 

Malpractice, University of Texas Elder Law Conference (Austin, TX) June 19, 1997.  

   

Ethical Considerations in Labor Law, South Texas College of Law Continuing Legal 

Education Program (Houston, TX) (joint presentation with Richard Carlson) April 1997.  

   

The Future of Teaching Professional Responsibility, Keck Conference on Teaching Legal 

Ethics, The College of William & Mary School of Law, (Williamsburg, VA) March 22, 

1997.  

   

The Promise and Perils of Multiple Representation, Conflicts of Interest Symposium, 

University of Texas School of Law (Austin, TX) February 28, 1997.  

   

So Who Cares About Other People . . . Lawyers’ Liability to Non-Clients, South Texas 

College of Law Continuing Legal Education Program (Houston, TX) November 22, 

1996.  

   

Lawyering and Human Dignity, Center for Thomistic Studies, University of St. Thomas, 

(Houston, TX) October 24, 1996.  

   

Keck Presentation on Joint Representation in Matrimonial Estate Planning, Cornell Law 

School, (Ithaca, NY) October 7, 1996.  

   

The Ethics of Intergenerational Representation, Southern California Institute on Tax and 

Estate Planning (San Diego, CA) September 27, 1996.  
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The International Lawyer’s Risks:  What Does Your Malpractice Policy Cover?, 

University of Texas Eighth Annual Advanced International Law Institute (co-authored 

with Mark Cole) (Dallas, TX) April 19, 1996.  

   

Faith and Lawyering, Texas Tech Law School (Lubbock, TX) April 9, 1996.  

   

Life and Death Lawyering, Conference on Legal Ethics:  The Core Issues, Hofstra 

University, (Hempstead, NY) March 11, 1996.  

   

H. Jefferson Powell on the American Constitutional Tradition: a Conversation, Notre 

Dame Law School (Notre Dame, IN) March, 1996 (Conversation published as On 

Powell’s Theology, 72 Notre Dame L. Rev. 41 (1996).  

   

Counseling the Terminally Ill, NAELA Quarterly 1 (Winter 1995).  

   

Children’s Medical Treatment: The Lawyer’s Role, Notre Dame Law School Colloquium 

Series, 1995-96 (Notre Dame, IN) December 1, 1995.  

   

Keck Panel Discussions of Joint Representations in Matrimonial Estate Planning, Cornell 

Law School (Ithaca, NY) October 17, 1995.  

   

Keeping Secrets Between Fiduciaries and Their Lawyers: When They Can, When They 

Can’t, American Bar Association Section of Real Property, Probate and Trust Law 

(Chicago, IL) August 7, 1995.  

   

Competently Dealing with the Incompetent Client, Elder L. Advisory, July 1995, at 1.  

   

Feeding Our Souls While Feeding Our Families, Westminster Institute for Ethics and 

Human Values, (Toronto, Canada) June 2, 1995.  

   

To Tell or Not to Tell: The Ethics of Disclosure and Confidentiality, Elder L. Advisory, 

June 1995, at 1.  

   

The Ethics of Representing Husbands and Wives, Elder L. Advisory, May 1995, at 1.   

   

Educating Tomorrow’s Lawyers, State Bar of Texas Public Affairs & Public Education 

Committee, Austin, TX (March 31, 1995) (presentation only).  

   

The Ethics of Multijurisdictional Representation, Association of Professional 

Responsibility Lawyers, (Miami, Florida) February 12, 1995.  

   

A Teacher’s Trouble: Risk, Responsibility and Rebellion, Association of American Law 

Schools 1995 Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana (January 5, 1995) (transcript 

published at 2 Clinical L. Rev. 315 (1995)).  
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Counseling the Terminally Ill, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, (New Orleans, 

LA) November 12, 1994.  

   

Ethics in Representation of the Elderly, Seventh Annual Joint Conference on Law and 

Aging, (Washington, DC) (panel discussion) October 21, 1994.  

  

  

UNIVERSITY SERVICE  

  

Chair, Law School Disciplinary Committee (2018-2019) 

 

Member, University Diversity and Inclusion Committee (2018-2019) 

 

Advisor, University of St. Thomas Law Journal “Academic Freedom in Catholic 

Universities” (2018) 

 

Member, Law School Disciplinary Committee (2017-2018) 

 

Member, Law School Search Committee for Global Outreach Director (2018) 

 

Member, Law School Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Clinical Education 

(2017) 

 

Member, Law School Promotion and Tenure Committee (2017-2018)  

  

Member, Faculty Advisory Board for Aquinas Scholars (2017 for 3-year term)  

  

Co-leader, UST Faculty Development Summer Seminar, Academic Freedom at a 

Catholic University (June 2017)  

  

Leader, Campus-wide Faculty Reading Group (BEING MORTAL) (2016)   

  

Director, Prolife Center at UST (2006 to present)   

  

Appointed Member, University Title IX Faculty Resources Group (2014 to 2017)  

  

Member, Judicial Clerkship Committee (2014 to 2018)  

  

Chair, Law School Ad Hoc Committee on Upper Division Legal Writing Requirement 

(2014-2015)  

  

Member, Law School Curriculum Committee (2011-2014)  
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Elected Member, University Faculty Affairs Committee (2007-2011)  

  

Member, Law School Adjunct Review Committee (2010-2011)  

  

Member, Law School Worship Committee (2010–2011)  

  

Chair, Law School Curriculum Committee (2007–2010)  

  

Appointed Member, University Task Force on Controversial Speech, Speakers, and 

Approval Policies (2007 - 2009)  

  

Planning Committee, The Church and the Biomedical Revolution Lecture Series 

(sponsored by Catholic Studies)  

  

Past member, Law School Appointments Committee (2003 - 2007)  

  

Past member, Law School Promotion and Tenure Committee (2003 - 2005)  

  

Past member, Law School Dean’s Advisory Committee (2003 - 2004)  

  

  

LEGISLATIVE TESTIMONY  

  

Georgia House Resolution 16, ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution. Republican Senate Caucus (February 7, 2019). 

 

Minnesota Legislative Task Force on Surrogacy (August 30, 2016).  

  

Minnesota HF 3374, defunding Planned Parenthood. Minnesota House of Representative 

Health and Human Services Reform Committee (March 30, 2016).  

  

Minnesota Senate File 1880, authorizing physician-assisted suicide. Minnesota Health, 

Human Services and Housing Committee (March 15, 2106).  

  

Informational Hearing on Marriage, Kansas House Standing Committee on Federal and 

State Affairs (February 12, 2015).  

  

Texas Senate Bill 5, acknowledging the existence of fetal pain and prohibiting abortions 

performed when the gestational age of the unborn child is twenty weeks or greater, absent 

a threat to the mother’s life. Texas Senate Health and Human Service Committee (June 

13, 2013).  
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Washington House Bill 1044, requiring all health insurance plans providing prenatal 

coverage to include abortion services. Washington Senate Committee on Health Care 

(April 1, 2013).  

  

Minnesota House File 1054, redefining marriage as a civil contract between any two 

adults. Minnesota House Civil Law and Elections Committee (March 12, 2013).  

  

H.R. 2299, “Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act,” U.S. House of Representatives, 

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution (March 8, 2012).  

  

Minnesota Senate File 1921, regulating abortion clinics. Minnesota Senate Committee on 

Judiciary and Public Safety (March 13, 2012).  

  

Idaho Senate Bill 1165, acknowledging the existence of fetal pain and prohibiting 

abortions performed when the gestational age of the unborn child is twenty weeks or 

greater, absent a threat to the mother’s life. Idaho Senate Committee on State Affairs 

(March 21, 2011).  

  

Oregon House Bill 3512, acknowledging the existence of fetal pain and prohibiting 

abortions performed when the gestational age of the unborn child is twenty weeks or 

greater, absent a threat to the mother’s life. Oregon House Committee on Judiciary (April 

6, 2011).  

  

Minnesota Senate File 649, acknowledging the existence of fetal pain and prohibiting 

abortions performed when the gestational age of the unborn child is twenty weeks or 

greater, absent a threat to the mother’s life. Minnesota Senate Committee on Judiciary 

and Public Safety (May 3, 2011).  

  

Minnesota House File 201, prohibiting use of taxpayer funds for abortions, except to the 

extent required for continued participation in a federal program. Minnesota House 

Committee on Judiciary Policy and Finance (April 12, 2011).  

  

Minnesota House Files 1613, placing constitutional amendment defining marriage on the 

2012 ballot, Minnesota House Civil Law and Elections Committee (May 2, 2011).  

  

Nebraska Abortion Pain Prevention Act, LB 1103, acknowledging the existence of fetal 

pain and prohibiting abortions performed when the gestational age of the unborn child is 

twenty weeks or greater, absent a threat to the mother’s life, Nebraska Legislature, 

Committee on the Judiciary (Feb. 25, 2010).  

  

Minnesota House Files 893, 999, and 1740, seeking to redefine marriage, Minnesota 

House Civil Justice Committee (Feb. 22, 2010).  
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Forum on H.R. 1063, the “Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act” at the request of 

United States House Constitution Subcommittee on the Constitution Ranking Member 

Trent Franks (July 10, 2008).  

  

Pennsylvania Senate Bill 1250, permitting vote on amending the state constitution to 

define marriage as the union of one man and one woman, Pennsylvania Senate 

Appropriations Committee (April 29, 2008).  

  

Connecticut Select Committee on Children, Informational Forum on Parental Notification 

of Abortion (April 27, 2007).  

  

Minnesota House File 6, permitting vote on amending the state constitution to define 

marriage as the union of one man and one woman, Minnesota Senate Committee on the 

Judiciary (April 4, 2006).  

  

Hearing to examine the consequences of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, United States 

Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution (June 23, 2005).  

  

Congressional presentation on “The National Consensus to Protect Marriage: Why a  

Constitutional Amendment is Needed” at the request of Senator Brownback, Chair of 

United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution 

(May 19, 2005) (Hearing cancelled due to lack of consent to the calendar).  

  

Minnesota House File 6, permitting vote on amending the state constitution to define 

marriage as the union of one man and one woman, Minnesota House of Representatives 

Civil Law and Election Committee (Mar. 18, 2005).   

  

Minnesota House File 1921, parental consent for all medical care of minors, Minnesota 

House of Representatives Health and Human Services Policy Committee (Mar. 29, 2005).  

  

U.S. House Bill HR 748, “Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act,” United States 

House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution 

(Mar. 3, 2005).  

  

H.R. 1755, “Child Custody Protection Act,” United States House of Representatives 

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution (July 20, 2004).  

  

U.S. House Bill HR 1755, “Child Custody Protection Act,” United States House of 

Representatives Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution (July 15, 

2004).  

  

U.S. Senate Bill 851, “Child Custody Protection Act”, United States Senate Committee 

on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution (June 3, 2004).  
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Minnesota Senate File 2715, state constitutional marriage amendment, Minnesota Senate 

Committee on the Judiciary (Mar. 26, 2004).  

  

U.S. Senate Joint Resolution 26, “Federal Marriage Amendment,” United States Senate 

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution (Mar. 23, 2004).  

  

Minnesota Senate File 570, parental consent for all medical care of minors, Minnesota 

Senate Health and Family Security Committee (Mar. 9, 2004).  

  

New Hampshire House Bill 763-FN, parental notification for minor’s abortion, New 

Hampshire State Senate Judiciary Committee (May 13, 2003).  

  

Texas Senate Bill 7, “Defense of Marriage Act,” Texas Senate State Affairs Committee 

(April 23, 2003).  

  

Tex.as House Bill 38, “Prenatal Protection Act,” Texas House of Representatives State 

Affairs Committee (Mar. 17, 2003).  

  

U.S. House Bill H.R. 476, “Child Custody Protection Act,” United States House of 

Representatives Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution (Sept. 6, 

2001).  

  

Vermont House Bill 218, parental notification for minor’s abortion, Vermont House of 

Representatives Judiciary Committee (Apr. 16, 2001).  

  

New Jersey Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 86, constitutional amendment permitting 

legislature to enact parental notification for minor’s abortion, New Jersey Senate Law and 

Public Safety Committee (Apr. 12, 2001).  

  

Texas Senate Bill 30, “Texas Parental Notification Act,” Texas House of Representatives 

State Affairs Committee (Apr. 19, 1999).  

  

LEGAL REPRESENTATION (2000-present)  

  

Amicus Curia on behalf of Prolife Center at University of St. Thomas, Kristina Box, 

Commissioner, Indiana Dept. of Health, et al., v. Planned Parenthood of Indiana and 

Kentucky, Inc., Case No. 18-1019, ___ U.S. ____. 

 

Amicus Curia on behalf of Prolife Center at University of St. Thomas, Kristina Box, 

Commissioner, Indiana Dept. of Health, et al., v. Planned Parenthood of Indiana and 

Kentucky, Inc.,  Case No. 18-483, ___ U.S. ____. 

 

Amicus Curia on behalf of Kansans for Life, Hodes & Nauser v. Schmidt, Case No.  

114153, Kansas Sup. Ct. (defending prohibition of live dismemberment abortion ban).  



  26  

  

Amici Curiae, on behalf of Physicians with Experience Treating Women in Rural or 

Emergency Settings, Whole Women’s Health v. Cole, 579 U.S. ___(2016) (supporting 

defendants in challenge to state abortion clinic regulations).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of the Institute for Marriage and Public Policy and North Star 

Law and Policy Center, Obergefell v. Hodges, 576 U.S. ___ (2015) (supporting 

defendants in challenge to state definition of marriage).  

  

Amici Curiae, 23 Prolife Groups and Judicial Education Project, Young v UPS, 575 U.S.  

____ (2015) (co-counsel with Tom Berg) (supporting claim of pregnancy discrimination).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of Congressman  Trent Franks et al., NAACP v. Horne, Case No. 

13-17247, 9th Cir. (supporting defendants in challenge to Arizona sex and race based 

abortion ban).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf on behalf of the Fredrick Douglass Foundation and Dr. Avelda 

King, Walker v. Jesson, Case No. A13-0986, Minnesota Ct. App. 2014 (challenge to 

unlawful expenditures by Minnesota Department of Human Services).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf on behalf of the John A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social 

Thought, Sebelius v. Hobby Lobby, 134 S.Ct. 678 (2013) (challenge to contraceptive 

mandate on religious liberty grounds).  

  

Consultant to the Special Assistant Attorney General of North Dakota, MKB Management 

Corp. v. Burdick, Case No. 1:13 CV 071, U.S. Dist. N.D.  

  

Special Assistant Attorney General for the State of Oklahoma and Counsel of Record,  

Nova Health Systems v. Henry et al., CV 2010-533 in the District Court for Oklahoma 

County, State of Oklahoma, sub nom E. Scott Pruitt, Attorney General of Oklahoma, et 

al. v. Nova Health Systems, et. al., Case No. 12-1170, cert denied.  

  

Special Assistant Attorney General, State of Oklahoma, Davis v. Edmondson et al., CJ 

2009-9154 in the District Court for Oklahoma County, State of Oklahoma.  

  

Special Assistant Attorney General, State of Oklahoma, Nova Health Systems v. Henry et 

al., CJ 2008-9119 in the District Court for Oklahoma County, State of Oklahoma.  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of Asociación para la Defensa de la Vida and El Centro  

Iberoamericano de Estudios para la Familia as Amici Curiae in In the Matter of Ana 

Victoria Sanchez Villalobos and Others (Costa Rica), Admissibility Report No. 25/04, 

Petition 12.361 (Inter-American Commission on Human Rights).  
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Counsel to Augusta N. Roman, in In the Matter of Augusta Roman and Others, Petition 

1317-08 (Inter-American Commission on Human Rights).  

  

Counsel to Augusta N. Roman, in Roman v. Roman et al., Supreme Court of the United 

States, No. 7-926 (petition for certiorari) (divorce dispute regarding frozen embryos).  

  

Co-counsel to Melissa, Karen and Kurt Anspach, in Anspach et al. v. Philadelphia  

Department of Public Health, et al., Case No. 05-3632, in the United States Court of 

Appeals for the Third Circuit (physical injury to minor due to morning-after pill).  

  

Counsel to Nola Foulston, in her official capacity as District Attorney, 18th Judicial 

District of Kansas, and as representative of a class of all county and district attorneys in 

the state of Kansas in Aid For Women  v. Foulston, Case No. 06-3187 in the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit (statute requiring reporting of sexual abuse 

of minors).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf on Congressman Ron Paul and the Association of American 

Physicians and Surgeons, Gonzales v. Carhart, 550 U.S. 124 (2007) (federal partial birth 

abortion bill).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of Tim Pawlenty and John Hoeven, Governors of the states of 

Minnesota and North Dakota, Planned Parenthood of Northern New England v. Ayotte, 

546 U.S. 320 (2006) (parental notification law).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of New Hampshire State Legislators, Planned Parenthood of 

Northern New England v. Ayotte, 546 U.S. 320 (2006) (parental notification law).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of The Christian Medical and Dental Ass’n and The Catholic 

Medical Ass’n, Nat’l Abortion Federation v. Gonzales, 437 F.3d 278 (2d Cir. 2006).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of The Christian Medical and Dental Ass’n and The Catholic 

Medical Ass’n, Planned Parenthood Federation of America  v. Gonzales, 435 F.3d 1163 

(9th Cir. 2006).  

  

Special Attorney General, State of Oklahoma, Nova Health Systems v. Gandy, 416 F.3d 

1149 (10th Cir. 2005) (upholding abortion liability law).  

  

Special Attorney General, State of Oklahoma for appellate matters in Nova Health 

Systems v. Edmondson, 460 F.3d 1295 (10th Cir. 2006) (upholding parental notification 

law).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of the Catholic Medical Association in Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 

U.S. 243 (2006) (physician-assisted suicide).  
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Amici Curiae on behalf of Catholic Medical Association et al, National Abortion 

Federation et al. v. Ashcroft, 437 F.3d 278 (2nd Cir. 2006) (partial birth abortion ban).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of Catholic Medical Association et al, Planned Parenthood 

Federation v. Ashcroft, 435 F.3d 1163 (9th Cir. 2006) (partial birth abortion ban).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of the Christian Medical Association and Catholic Medical 

Association, State v. Presidential Women’s Center, 937 So.2d 114  (Fla. 2006) (abortion 

informed consent law).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of C. Everett Koop et al. in Oregon v. Ashcroft, 368 F.3d 1118 

(2004) (federal drug regulation and assisted suicide).  

  

Amicus Curia on behalf of Liberty Counsel, Goodridge v. Dept. of Public Health, 798 

N.E.2d 941 (Mass. 2003) (same-sex unions).  

   

Amici Curiae on behalf of Texas Eagle Forum et al., Lawrence v. Texas, 539 U.S.  558 

(2003) (sex discrimination and sodomy law).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of the Christian Medical Association, Catholic Medical  

Association and American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians/Gynecologists, North 

Fla. Women’s Health and Counseling Svcs. v. State, 866 So. 612 (Fla. 2003) (parental 

notification law).  

   

Amicus Curia on behalf of Texas Right to Life in Miller ex rel. Miller v. HCA, Inc., 118 

S.W.3d 758 (Tex. 2003) (denial of life-sustaining treatment).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of the Texas Physicians Resource Council et al. in Bost v. Low 

Income Women of Texas, 95 S.W.3d 253 (Tex. 2002) (state funding of abortion).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of the Association of American Physicians & Surgeons et al., 

Stenberg v. Carhart, 530 U.S. 914 (2000) (partial birth abortion).  

  

Amici Curiae on behalf of Texas State Legislators, In re Doe, 19 S.W.3d 346 (Tex., 

2000) (parental notification of abortion).  

  

  

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS  

 

Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society Board of Directors (2018 to present)  

 

Life Legal Defense Fund Award (2019) 

 

Siena Symposium Humanitarian Leadership Award (2016)  
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University of St. Thomas Law School Living the Mission Award (2016)  

  

Consultor to the Pontifical Council for the Family (appointed by Pope Benedict 2009, 

reappointed by Pope Francis to serve 2014 to 2016 when council was dissolved)  

  

Elected Member of the American Law Institute  

  

Advisory Board for the Claremont Institute Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence  

  

Member of the Federalist Society Religious Liberties Practice Group Executive  

Committee  

  

Biomedical Ethics Committee of the Archbishop of the Diocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis 

(2012-16) 

  

President, University Faculty for Life (2012-14)  

  

Delegate to the 46th Annual United Nations Conference on Population and Development 

on behalf of the Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations (2013)  

  

Caleb Committee of the Archbishop of the Diocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis (2011-2013)  

  

Christian Medical and Dental Associations, 2010 President’s Heritage Award   

  

Champion for Life Award from the Archdiocese of Saint Paul – Minneapolis (2009)  

  

University of St. Thomas Law School Service and Community Award (2004)  

  

Past Chair, Association of American Law Schools Section on Professional Responsibility  

  

Past Board of Directors, Christian Legal Society  

  

Past Member of the Board of Governors, Ave Maria Law School  

  

Past Chair of the Significant Current Legislation Committee, Probate and Trust Division 

of the American Bar Association Section of Real Property, Probate and Trust Law in 

1994 and 1995  

  

Vinson & Elkins South Texas College of Law Faculty Achievement Award (1994)    

  

South Texas College of Law Student Bar Association Open Door Award (1991)  
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Licensed to practice law before the state courts of Texas (Bar No. 24033514) and 

Oklahoma (Bar No. 11793), the United States Courts of Appeals for the First, Fifth, 

Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Circuits, and the Supreme Court of the United States (Bar No. 

232358).  


