


 
 

Attachment — Additional Questions for the Record 
 
 
The Honorable Gus M. Bilirakis 
 

1. Thank you for joining us today and sharing your experience. The opioid crisis is not 
bound by socio-economic status, state lines, ethnicity, sex, or age –even our seniors are 
not immune to this public health emergency as they are highly impacted by acute and 
chronic pain. It’s critical we hear from all stakeholders affected – especially those in 
opioid recovery. 
 

• Can you describe for us the importance of sober housing to someone in recovery – 
why is it necessary? 

 
2. Patient brokering continues to be an issue in Florida. Upon learning that various mental 

health and substance abuse facilities were making payments to individuals for the referral 
of patients identified in Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, homeless shelters, and other 
similar environments, Florida’s legislature passed The Patient Brokering Act to prevent it 
by making the perverse practice a third-degree felony punishable by up to 5 years in 
prison. However, monitoring and enforcement continue to challenge my state. 
 

• That said, what are patients currently doing to protect themselves from being 
taken advantage of by these bad actors? 
 

• Knowing full-well that patient brokering is occurring, why hasn’t the recovery 
industry created a national standard or distributed best practices? 
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