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Susan R. Thau 
Public Policy Consultant  
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) 

 
Education 
B.S., Developmental Psychology, Cornell University, 1972 
MCRP, Master of City and Regional Planning, Rutgers University, 1974 
 
Background and Experience 
• Nationally recognized public policy expert and advocate for the substance abuse prevention and treatment fields 

representing CADCA  
• Develops and implements national legislative and policy agendas  
• Develops and organizes national and grassroots advocacy efforts  
• Expert advisor to federal agencies regarding development of national systems, plans and programs to deliver 

and evaluate prevention and treatment interventions, such as CSAP’s National Prevention System and CSAT’s 
Partners for Recovery 

• Co-chair of working group that developed The National Treatment Plan 
• Major accomplishments include the passage and full funding of the Drug Free Communities Act and restoration 

of funding for alcohol and drug related programs such as the Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities 
program 

 
Previous Employers and Experience 
 
Office of Management and Budget, Legislative Analyst, Legislative Reference Division 
• Principal staff person in the Executive Office responsible for legislation on defense, international and trade 

issues  
• Tracked and analyzed legislation; developed Administration positions on pending legislation 
• Prepared memoranda for the President on enrolled bills 
• Presented oral and written briefings to OMB and White House policy officials and Congressional members and 

staff 
 
Office of Management and Budget, Budget Examiner, Natural Resources Division 
• Principal staff person in the Executive Office responsible for the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• Responsible for budgetary and policy analysis of programs totaling over $1.5 billion 
• Evaluated regulations, prepared issue papers for OMB and White House officials 
• Involved in major national policy initiatives, designed and managed OMB-wide policy studies 
 
Office of Management and Budget, Management Associate, President’s Reorganization Project 
• Analyst in the economic development reorganization studies group  
• Briefed Congress, public interest groups and state and local officials  
 
Economic Development Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, Community Planner 
• Worked with city and state officials to implement a federal grant program for economic development  
 
Capital District Transportation Committee, Transportation Planner 
• Prepared technical and environmental studies  
• Served as a liaison with elected officials, business associations and citizen groups 
 
Center for Housing, Building and Planning, United Nations, Analyst 
• Analyst in the social indicators for housing study group 
 
Wilbur Smith and Associates, Boston, Massachusetts, Junior Planner 
• Worked on the Boston Parking Study 



 
Technical Accomplishments 
• Advocate of the Year, Alabama CADCA State Association, 2005 
• Lauren Zigler Memorial Award, PRIDE, 2003    
• Building Bridges Award, PRIDE, 1996 
• Outstanding Performance Award, Office of Management and Budget, 1983 
 
Advisory Committee and Board Memberships 
• Drug Enforcement Administration Museum Foundation, 2004 – Present 
• National Association for Children of Alcoholics, 1997 – 2012 
• National Council of State Legislators Advisory Committee on Substance Abuse, 2003 - 2010 
• Advisor to the American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Substance Abuse, 2001– 2005 
• National Association of Drug Court Professionals, 1999 – 2003 
 
Certifications 
Certified Professional Arbitrator and Mediator 
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