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There is no justifiable reason for USDA to oversee catfish, while FDA regulates all other 

seafood. This leaves American seafood companies in the untenable and illogical position of 

accommodating two sets of federal inspectors overseeing the same facility: one set of inspectors 

for catfish and another for all other seafood. Both USDA and GAO agree that there is no food 

safety justification for this regulatory divide.
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 FDA currently regulates all seafood safely under 

the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points (HACCP) system which proactively identifies and 

addresses food safety risks. In fact, in the Food Safety Modernization Act, we used the seafood 

HACCP system as a model and expanded the HACCP requirements to all food under FDA’s 

jurisdiction.
2
 

 

Additionally, the USDA catfish program will cost American taxpayers an exorbitant 

amount, with nothing to show for it. According to GAO, the new USDA catfish program would 

be 20 times more expensive than FDA's regulation of catfish and “would likely not enhance the 

safety of catfish but would duplicate FDA and NMFS inspections at a cost to taxpayers.”
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Charged with overseeing over 80 percent of the food Americans eat, including all other 

seafood, we have long entrusted FDA to be the primary regulator of our food supply. FDA has 

the scientific expertise and regulatory experience to oversee the entirety of the seafood market. 

According to David Acheson, the Former Chief Medical Officer of both USDA and FDA, “The 

House now has the opportunity to vote to get rid of this program and hopefully a better 

perspective on what is real food safety and what is political mischief.”
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The USDA catfish program is a prime example of duplicative government regulation. 

The program adds unnecessary burdens to companies, wastes tax payer dollars, and does not 

enhance the safety of the U.S. catfish supply. Therefore, we ask that you take up the bipartisan 

S.J.Res. 28 on the House floor as soon as possible to ensure that the food safety system is not 

further fragmented by splitting seafood jurisdiction between FDA and USDA. 
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